
2023 AP® 2-D Art and Design 
Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row B–Score 3 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row B: Practice, Experimentation, and Revision 
Writing Prompt 2: Describe how your sustained investigation shows evidence of practice, experimentation, and

revision guided by your question(s) or inquiry. 

1 2 3
Visual evidence of practice, 
experimentation, OR revision;
however, visual evidence does
not relate to a sustained
investigation.  

Visual evidence of practice, 
experimentation, OR revision relates
to the sustained investigation. 
AND
Written evidence relates to the visual
evidence of practice, experimentation, 
OR revision.

Visual evidence of practice, 
experimentation, AND revision
demonstrates development of the
sustained investigation. 
AND
Written evidence describes how the
sustained investigation shows 
evidence of practice, experimentation, 
OR revision.

Score Rationale
The written evidence in this portfolio uplifts the “quality of memory-ephemerality that makes it 
preciously human” through the parallel stories of a daughter and mother. The inquiry guides written 
and visual evidence in this portfolio and supports the sustained investigation through evidence of 
practice, experimentation, and revision. 

The statement “I explored memory through the thoughts of my mother now & in the past” is visually 
developed by thoughtful and sophisticated practice, including process images (images 2, 5, 6, 8, and 
10) detailing the work’s ideas. For example, in image 5, detailed notes, preliminary sketches, and 
plans for combining 2-D and 3-D materials predict the successful integration of materials and 
processes with ideas to reach synthesis. Image 4 has combinations of tools and materials (including 
digital), varied treatments of 2-D surfaces, and bold experimentation with manipulating and hiding parts 
of a developing image. The figure on the right of the diptych appears hidden behind the drips of thin 
paint and text, describing an in-depth exploration of the inquiry: to seek, search and discover.

In images 12-15, the written evidence describes “combined ideas from previous pieces: vagueness, 
transience & complementary colors.” The four slides demonstrate the visual evidence as the materials 
are revised: treated fabric draped on blurred figures (image 13) and decorated/batik fabric 
(image 15) align and integrate with the desired narrative. This elegant and comprehensive portfolio 
demonstrates evidence of practice, experimentation, and revision. 
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