
2023 AP® 2-D Art and Design  

Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row A–Score 3 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row A: Inquiry 

Writing Prompt 1: Identify the question(s) or inquiry that guided your sustained investigation.

1 2 3 

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry, but visual evidence 
does not relate to that inquiry. 

OR 

Written evidence does not 
identify an inquiry. 

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry that relates to the 
sustained investigation. 

AND 

Visual evidence demonstrates 
the sustained investigation. 

Written evidence identifies an inquiry 
that guides the sustained investigation. 

AND 

Visual evidence demonstrates the 
sustained investigation. 

Score Rationale 

The written evidence identifies the inquiry, “How can art reveal the subtle complexities & 

perspectives that result from being/feeling lonely?” The visual evidence, such as in image 1, 

shows a figure shifting through moments surrounded by empty space, symbolizing the feeling that 

loneliness is not silent. The figure vibrates with hatches of blue and gray lines that gravitate 

towards a darker value with a nuanced use of red hatches to emphasize the experience.  

The inquiry guides the individual works by exploring the sustained investigation in new ways to 

represent the idea, as seen in images 3, 4, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14. Image 3 depicts a bird’s-eye 

view of a spiraling staircase with a figure on the steps stopping to look up and out of the picture 

plane. The written evidence states that the center of the composition, or bottom end of the spiral, is 

colored purple representing an “abyss” and “gradual loss of mind when abandoned.” In image 10, 

the depiction of a lone house perched on a hill while a dark figure stands at the door casting a long 

shadow, demonstrates a desolate town. 

Images 13–14 show compositions with three figures closely grouped. Each group represents one 

figure in motion and the passage of time. Overall, this inquiry guides and demonstrates the 

sustained investigation earning a score of 3. 
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