
2023 AP® 2-D Art and Design  

Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 
Row A–Score 2 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row A: Inquiry 
Writing Prompt 1: Identify the question(s) or inquiry that guided your sustained investigation. 

1 2 3 
Written evidence identifies an
inquiry, but visual evidence 
does not relate to that inquiry.
OR 
Written evidence does not 
identify an inquiry.

Written evidence identifies an
inquiry that relates to the
sustained investigation. 
AND 
Visual evidence demonstrates
the sustained investigation. 

Written evidence identifies an inquiry
that guides the sustained investigation.
AND 
Visual evidence demonstrates the
sustained investigation. 

Score Rationale
The written evidence identifies an inquiry that relates to the sustained investigation. In addition, the 
visual evidence in the sustained investigation also relates to the inquiry of “coping with failed love.” 
The women in the photographs throughout the works have an expressive gaze, appearing 
distracted and facing in different directions of the compositions. In images 1–3, photographs of a 
woman reading in bed support the statement, “I worked to capture the insecurity, exhaustion, and 
escapes we look for when untying the knots of failed love.” 

Images 7–9 show a progression of a woman sitting, then laying a rose down on a table with a ring 
hanging from the stem. Images 11–13 display photographs of a woman distracted by gambling with 
slot machines and escaping with music. Overall, the approaches to the visual responses are similar 
throughout the sustained investigation and do not lead to new related questions or approaches that 
would further guide an investigation. Thus, because the inquiry does not guide, the portfolio earned 
a score of 2. 
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