
2022 AP® Drawing 

Sustained Investigation 

Written Evidence 

Writing Prompt #1: 

Identify the question(s) or 

inquiry that guided your 

sustained investigation.  

Writing Prompt #2: 

Describe how your sustained 

investigation shows evidence 

of practice, experimentation, 

and revision guided by your 

question(s) or inquiry. 

Row A–Score 2 

Student Response 

How does the outside world perceive the circus? 

How will an emotional style help me portray the life of circus 

people? 

Will emotionalism create a strong mood over each piece? 

Through out the entire sustained investigation process I 

have really enjoyed  experimenting with several different 

perspectives and color palettes. I focused on bringing the 

character or scene to life by creating a very expressionistic 

face, and by using colors that complement each other, as 

seen on slide 14 where almost ever color is complementing 

the one next to it to catch the viewers eye. I believe 

emotionalism was critical to my sustained investigation's 

success, because it helps to engage the audience along with 

making the consumer  curious about the character and who 

they are. 



+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��;EXIV�GSPSV�TETIV��[EXIV�
GSPSV��ERH�GSPSVIH�TIRGMPW�

4VSGIWW�IW
��(SRI�XS�WII�[LEX�-�
GSYPH�GVIEXI�MR����QMRYXIW��-�YWIH�
QSZIQIRX�XS�GVIEXI�E�WMPP]�QSSH��

+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�������MRGLIW

;MHXL�������MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��+IWWSIH�GERZEW��SMP�
TEMRXW�

4VSGIWW�IW
��-�XVMIH�XS�I\TPSVI�[MXL�
XI\XYVI�SR�XLI�GERZEW�ERH�¡RHMRK�
[LEX�PE]IVMRK�PSXW�SJ�SMP�TEMRX�HSIW��



+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL������MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��8SRIH�WOIXGL�TETIV��¡RI�
XMT�TIR��GSPSVIH�TIRGMP��ERH�[LMXI�
EGV]PMG�TEMRX�JSV�LMKLPMKLXW�

4VSGIWW�IW
��-�[ERX�XLMW�TMIGI�XS�
QEOI�TISTPI�GVIEXI�E�WXSV]�MR�XLIMV�
LIEH��/ITX�XLI�FEGOKVSYRH�FYW]��
ERH�JYPP���

+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�������MRGLIW

;MHXL�������MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��;EXIV�GSPSV�TETIV��[EXIV�
GSPSV��LSX�KPYI��ERH�[LMXI�XSSP�

4VSGIWW�IW
��-�EKEMR�[ERXIH�XS�
I\TPSVI�XI\XYVI��FYX�-�EPWS�[ERXIH�XS�
JSGYW�SR�XLI�QSSH�XLI�FSH]�
TSWMXMSR�GVIEXIW��



+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�������MRGLIW

;MHXL�����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��;EXIV�GSPSV�TETIV��[EXIV�
GSPSV��[LMXI�EGV]PMG�TEMRX�

4VSGIWW�IW
��-�JSGYWIH�SR�GSPSV��ERH�
IQTLEWMW�[MXL�XLMW�TMIGI��%PWS�
[ERXIH�XS�TPE]�[MXL�[EXIV�GSPSV��

+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX������MRGLIW

;MHXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��8SRIH�WOIXGL�TETIV��
GSPSVIH�TIRGMPW�

4VSGIWW�IW
��0IEVRIH�LS[�XS�VIEPP]�
YWI�GSPSV�TIRGMPW�MR�E�[E]�XLEX�
GVIEXIW�HMJJIVIRX�XI\XYVI�ERH�GSPSVW��



+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL�����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��4SWXIV�FSEVH��EGV]PMG�
TEMRX��WTVE]�TEMRX��WXIRGMPW��TSWGE�
QEVOIVW�

4VSGIWW�IW
��-�[ERXIH�XS�GVIEXI�E�
ZMWYEP�VITVIWIRXEXMSR�SJ�LS[�XLI�
WIRWIW�JIIP�EX�E�GMVGYW�SV�GEVRMZEP��

+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX����MRGLIW

;MHXL�����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��,EZI�WXVIXGLIH�GERZEW��
KIWWS�

4VSGIWW�IW
��)QTLEWMW�SR�LS[�SHH�
ERH�IIVMI�GMVGYWIW�EVI��;LEX�XLI]�
QMKLX�PSSO�PMOI�XLVSYKL�GLMPHVIRW�
I]IW���



+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��8SRIH�WOIXGL�TETIV��
GSPSVIH�TIRGMP��KPYI�

4VSGIWW�IW
��-�YWIH�GSPSV�ERH�
QSZIQIRX�XS�GVIEXI�E�GLEVEGXIV�XLEX�
MRXVMKYIW�]SY��%PWS�JSGYWIH�SR�
TPEGIQIRX���

+OCIG���
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�������MRGLIW

;MHXL�������MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��;LMXI�WOIXGL�TETIV��
EPGSLSP�QEVOIVW��¡RI�XMT�TIR�

4VSGIWW�IW
��'VIEXMRK�QSSH�ERH�
KVS[MRK�Q]�WOMPPW�[MXL�HVE[MRK�
FEGOKVSYRHW��&IMRK�QSVI�
MRXIRXMSREP�[MXL�WTEGI��



+OCIG���
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX������MRGLIW

;MHXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��8SRIH�WOIXGL�TETIV��
GSPSVIH�TIRGMP�

4VSGIWW�IW
��-�JSGYWIH�SR�
TIVWTIGXMZI�ERH�LS[�XLEX�QMKLX�
IJJIGX�XLI�[LSPI�QSSH�SJ�XLI�TMIGI��
4PE]MRK�[MXL�GSPSV��

+OCIG���
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX������MRGLIW

;MHXL������MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��8SRIH�WOIXGL�TETIV��SMP�
TEWXIPW�

4VSGIWW�IW
��-�RIIHIH�XS�WOIXGL�ERH�
XS�NYWX�I\TPSVI�HMJJIVIRX�QIHMYQW�
[MXL�Q]�MRZIWXMKEXMSR��



+OCIG���
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��8SRIH�WOIXGL�TETIV��FEPP�
TSMRX�TIRW��¡RI�XMT�TIR�

4VSGIWW�IW
��8LMW�[EW�E�WOIXGL�SJ�
WPMHI����,IPTIH�QI�JSGYW�SR�
GSQTSWMXMSR��

+OCIG���
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL�����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��+IWWSIH�GERZEW��SMP�
TEMRX�

4VSGIWW�IW
��-�JSGYWIH�SR�GSPSV��ERH�
LS[�-�GER�QERMTYPEXI�MX�XS�GVIEXI�
IQTLEWMW�ERH�QSZIQIRX��



+OCIG���
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL�����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��'EVHFSEVH��PMKLXW��JEFVMG��
KPYI��EGV]PMG�TEMRX��KPSWW]�QSH�
TSHKI�

4VSGIWW�IW
��0IX�Q]�GVIEXMZMX]�TYWL�
QI�XLVSYKL�XLMW�TMIGI��%PSRK�[MXL�
WLS[MRK�[LEX�E�WTSX�PMKLX�JIIPW�PMOI��



Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 
Row A–Score 2 

Score Rationale 
The written evidence relates to an inquiry about how the “outside world perceive the circus?” and 

“How will an emotional style help me portray the life of circus people?” Written evidence relates to 

the visual characteristics of the style consistently observed throughout the portfolio.   

Images 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, and 12 relate to the inquiry questions by showing circus people portraying 

emotions, but the engagement with surrounding environments does not clarify the reasons for the 

chosen emotions. In images 8, 14, and 15, we see figures together in physical and psychological 

spaces, but the situations and interactions between the figures remain unclear. The preponderance 

of evidence in the material(s) and process(es) statements focus on descriptive use of the elements 

(texture, space, color) and principles (movement, emphasis) but do not lead the Sustained 

Investigation or address the specific emotional qualities the artist intended to create. The body of 

works utilizes a formalist approach depicting clowns, while the defined inquiry requires possible 

narrative or allegorical solutions.    

This portfolio reaches synthesis and good/advanced skill levels on rows C and D of the Sustained 

Investigation rubric, but the written evidence does not guide this body of work. The use of 

psychological color, sharp stylized contours, and soft volumetric shading across various approaches 

demonstrate the synthesis of visual relationships within the work. The work demonstrates 

confidence by contrasting bold compositions with nuanced ethereal mark-making. The materials and 

processes relate visually to the emotional situations of circus performers and environments. 

However, the holistic written evidence does not show how the inquiry guided the student to seek, 

search, and discover. 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row A: Inquiry 

Writing Prompt 1: Identify the question(s) or inquiry that guided your sustained investigation. 

1 2 3 

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry, but visual evidence 
does not relate to that inquiry. 

OR 

Written evidence does not 
identify an inquiry. 

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry that relates to the 
sustained investigation. 

AND 

Visual evidence demonstrates 
the sustained investigation. 

Written evidence identifies an inquiry 
that guides the sustained 
investigation. 

AND 

Visual evidence demonstrates the 
sustained investigation. 



  
Image 5 Image 14 

Sustained Investigation Score: Row A: Score 2 • Row B: Score 2 • Row C: Score 3 • Row D: Score 3 

 




