
2022 AP® Drawing
Sustained Investigation

Written Evidence 
Writing Prompt #1: 

Identify the question(s) or 

inquiry that guided your 

sustained investigation.  

Writing Prompt #2: 

Describe how your sustained 

investigation shows evidence 

of practice, experimentation, 

and revision guided by your 

question(s) or inquiry. 

Row A–Score 1 

Student Response 

People are creatures of change. Throughout life, one learns, 

thinks and realizes that which paves the way for change. I 

see this in a way as a metamorphosis.  One can endure 

struggles along their path that can change their direction. 

One can also experience change by simply living and 

surrounding oneself with compassion and love. My 

sustained investigation explores how change can be 

demonstrated in both traditional and surrealist portraits. 

Path, journey, process: A voyage that every creature on this 

planet takes. Life offers all an individual route. There are 

periods of straightforward experiences 1,2,3,4- black and 

white to emphasize this notion of life presenting itself that 

way at times. To convey transition into change I added color 

5,6,7. I experimented with Surrealist tones to define periods 

of conflict and turmoil, while incorporating elements of 

repetition alongside a full range of value 8-12. The journey 

concludes by reaching for the future 13, 14 in order to 

overcome struggle and ultimately ends with internal peace 

15.
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Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 
Row A–Score 1 

Score Rationale 
The visual evidence found in most works does not relate to the written inquiry. The overall written 

evidence is polished, but the ideas behind the investigation remain unclear. Images 5, 7, and 14 

indicate limited evidence regarding “people as creatures of change,” but most do not connect to this 

line of inquiry and investigation. Images 1–4 portraying “periods of straightforward experiences” 

through the black and white media are too generalized in concept and do not connect the wide range 

of subject matter used. The use of color “to convey transition into change” in images 5, 6, and 7 does 

not help further relate, connect, or develop relationships between the works. Although the images 

demonstrate high levels of drawing skill and confidence, the disparate use of subject matter, 

formatting decisions, and tone do not tie the work into a clear sustained investigation. The inquiry 

would have benefitted from describing the specific types of change (psychological, physical, 

environmental, emotional, etc.) the artist aimed to convey. While the portfolio demonstrates a score of 

3 through the synthesis of visual relationships and good/advanced levels of technical skill, there is no 

clear relationship between the preponderance of images and the written inquiry. 

Image 2 Image 11 

Sustained Investigation Score: Row A: Score 1 • Row B: Score 2 • Row C: Score 3 • Row D: Score 3 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row A: Inquiry 

Writing Prompt 1: Identify the question(s) or inquiry that guided your sustained investigation. 

1 2 3 

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry, but  visual evidence does 
not relate to that inquiry. 

OR 

Written evidence does not 
identify an inquiry. 

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry that relates to the 
sustained investigation. 

AND 

Visual evidence demonstrates 
the sustained investigation. 

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry that guides the sustained 
investigation. 

AND 

Visual evidence demonstrates 
the sustained investigation. 




