
2022 AP® 3-D Art and Design 

Sustained Investigation 

Row D–Score 3 

Written Evidence 
Writing Prompt #1: 

Identify the question(s) or 

inquiry that guided your 

sustained investigation.  

Student Response 

I first started this process by exploring natural forms that 

provided an earthy organic appeal (refers to slide 1). This 

idea grew to explore the idea of hidden beauty in nature that 

is not always obvious, but when forced upon your eye in the 

large and subtle matter is seen as quite beautiful or visually 

catching (refers to slides 2-9). As I came across the idea of 

hidden beauty, I began to explore the question of how 

flowing simplistic textures can truly bring about the ideas of 

unearthly yet familiar beauty that we can all resonate with 

and are visually captivated by (refers to slides 9-15). 

Writing Prompt #2: 

Describe how your sustained 

investigation shows evidence 

of practice, experimentation, 

and revision guided by your 

question(s) or inquiry. 

Throughout this process, I have experimented and practiced 

with several types of techniques and materials that have 

allowed me to explore my questions. Extruders (slide 13), 

metal strainers (slide 10) new materials (create 

unison+textures)(slides 3,7,13) unique fires 

(saggar+raku)(slide 1-2)+ more. I have used revision not only 

in specific projects but in my ideas as they grew throughout 

my process. Certain works (slide 11+13) became too 

simplistic when originally finished and required revision in 

terms of adding more detail to highlight my intentions 

directed by my sustained investigation. 



+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX����MRGLIW

;MHXL����MRGLIW

(ITXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��WXSRI[EVI�XS�GVIEXI�
SVKERMG�JSVQW��[LMXI�QEXXI�KPE^I�
ERH�WXVSOI�R�GSEX�KPE^I��LSX�KPYI�XS�
WXEGO�

4VSGIWW�IW
��WEKKEV�¡VI�XS�GVIEXI�
SVKERMG�I\XIVMSV��TMRGL�TSXW�GEVZIH��
WLETIH�SVKERMGEPP]��ETTPMUYI�
EXXEGLIH��

+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX����MRGLIW

;MHXL����MRGLIW

(ITXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��WXSRI[EVI�XS�GVIEXI�
GMVGYPEV�SVKERMG�JSVQW�XLEX�EPPS[�JSV�
QERMTYPEXMSR�ERH�HIXEMP��FPEGO�MGI�
KPE^I

4VSGIWW�IW
��4MRGL!GIPPYPEV�I\XIVMSV��
TMIVGI�XIGLRMUYI��GEVZMRK�
XIGLRMUYI!HMQIRWMSR��VEOY�
¡VI!ZMWYEP�MRXVIWX��



+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX������MRGLIW

;MHXL����MRGLIW

(ITXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��WXSRI[EVI!SVKERMG�
ZEWI��WXVSOI�R�GSEX�KPE^I��[MVI��WTVE]�
TEMRX��U�XMTW��WYTIV�KPYI!MRXIVMSV�
TMIGI

4VSGIWW�IW
��ZEWI�
GSRWXVYGXMSR!WPEF��GSMP��U�XMTW�GYX���
PIRKXLW��[MVI�QERMTYPEXIH��U�XMT�
TMIGI�WTVE]�TEMRXIH�

+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX����MRGLIW

;MHXL������MRGLIW

(ITXL������MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��WXSRI[EVI�XS�QMQMG�
SVKERMG�JSVQW�JSYRH�MR�REXYVI�
'V]WXEP�KPE^I�'IPEHSR�&PSSQ��XS�
LMKLPMKLX�HIXEMP�

4VSGIWW�IW
��4MRGL!WLIPP��
WPEF!PE]IVIH�GV]WXEPW��WPMT�XVEMP!XMR]�
GV]WXEPW��WLIPP�VSPPIH�SR�
FVMGO!QMQMGW�VSGO��



+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX����MRGLIW

;MHXL������MRGLIW

(ITXL������MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��WXSRI[EVI�MW�LEVH]�
IRSYKL�XS�LSPH�MXW�QERMTYPEXIH�
WLETI�[LMPI�FIMRK�VSPPIH�SR�VSGO!�
I\XIVMSV�XI\XYVI

4VSGIWW�IW
��FPYI�GV]WXEP�KPE^I�[EW�
TEMRXIH�SR�XLI�MRXIVMSV�XS�LMKLPMKLX�
XLI�HIXEMP�ERH�GSPSVW�LMHHIR�MR�
REXYVI�

+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX����MRGLIW

;MHXL������MRGLIW

(ITXL������MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��WXSRI[EVI�GVIEXIH�
WQSSXL�PE]IVW�XS�IRLERGI�XLI�JSVQW�
EFMPMX]�XS�QMQMG�REXYVEP�JSVQW�JSYRH�
MR�REXYVI

4VSGIWW�IW
��WPMT�XVEMP�IRLERGIH�XLI�
JSVQW�EFMPMX]�XS�QMQMG�GV]WXEPW�
JSYRH�MR�REXYVI��WXEGOIH�XS�GVIEXI�
HITXL��



+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL�����MRGLIW

(ITXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��[SSH�FSEVH��WXSRI[EVI��
LSX�KPYI��GVYWLIH�!�[LMXI�VSGO�FPYI�
KPEWW��KPYI��WTEGOPI��[LMXI�WTVE]�
TEMRX

4VSGIWW�IW
��WTEGOPI�ETTPMIH�SR��
GPE]�VSPPIH�SYX�WLETIH�SZIV�FS[PW�XS�
GYX��VSGO�KPEWW�GVYWLIH��WTVE]�
TEMRXIH�

+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL�����MRGLIW

(ITXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��WTEGOPI�!�QERMTYPEXIH�
XS�GVIEXI�¢S[MRK��XLMGO�REXYVEP�
MRWTMVIH�XI\XYVI��VSGO�KPEWW�QMQMGW�
GV]WXEPW

4VSGIWW�IW
��VSGO�GV]WXEPW�GVYWLIH�
XS�LMKLPMKLX�REXYVIW�MQTIVJIGX�
FIEYX]��HSQIW�WQSSXL!LMKLPMKLX�
MRXIRWI�XI\XYVI�



+OCIG��
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL�����MRGLIW

(ITXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��WXSRI[EVI�XS�GVIEXI�
QERMTYPEXIH�WYVJEGIW�XLEX�QMQMG�
UYEPMXMIW�JSYRH�MR�REXYVI�XLEX�GER�FI�
SZIVPSSOIH

4VSGIWW�IW
��GSMP!FYMPH�WXVSRK�ZEWI��
WPEF!¢EX�WYVJEGI��I\XVYHIH�GPE]�
XLVSYKL�QIXEP�QIWW�WXVEMRIV!�
XI\XYVI����

+OCIG���
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL�����MRGLIW

(ITXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��WXSRI[EVI�GVIEXIW�
MRHMZMHYEPP]�YRMUYI�TMIGIW�XLEX�¢S[�
MR�YRMWSR�XS�GVIEXI�E�REXYVEP�MRWTMVIH�
JSVQ

4VSGIWW�IW
��QIXEP�WXVEMRIV�!�YRMUYI�
JSVQW�XLEX�QMQMG�REXYVIW�LMHHIR�PMJI�
PMOI�JYRKYW�ERH�LMKLPMKLXW�MXW�FIEYX]��



+OCIG���
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL����MRGLIW

(ITXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��U�XMTW�VIEH]�QEHI�
QYPXMTPIW��QSHIPMRK�GPE]��E�ZEVMIX]�SJ�
EGV]PMG�TEMRX��HS[IP�VSH��ERH�KPYI

4VSGIWW�IW
��U�XMTW�GYX���PIRKXLW��
WXYGO�MR�WX]VSJSEQ��ERH�LERH�
TEMRXIH��GPE]�WLETIH��U�XMTW�KPYIH�
MRXS�GPE]�

+OCIG���
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL����MRGLIW

(ITXL�����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��IZIV]HE]�MXIQ�WIIR�EW�
HMWTSWEFPI�XEOIR�MR�WYVTPYW�
RYQFIVW�XS�LMKLPMKLX�MXW�REXYVEP�
QMQMG�SJ�REXYVI�

4VSGIWW�IW
��U�XMTW�MRHMZMHYEPP]�
TEMRXIH�XS�GVIEXI�E�WQSSXL�XI\XYVI�
XLEX�EPPS[W�JSV�E�¢S[MRK�GSPPIGXMFPI�
YRMWSR��



+OCIG���
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL�����MRGLIW

(ITXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��WXSRI[EVI�!�WQSSXL�
WLETIR�XYFI��LERHQEHI�SVFIH�
FIEHW��WXVSOI�R�GSEX�KPE^I�!�FPYI��
]IPPS[��TMRO

4VSGIWW�IW
��I\XVYHIH�NSMRIH�XYFIW��
WPMKLXP]�WXMJJIRIH��X[MWXIH��NSMRIH��
WYVJEGI�ETTPMUYI�SJ�FIEH�XI\XYVI�

+OCIG���
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL�����MRGLIW

(ITXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��WXSRI[EVI�WLETIH�
WQSSXLP]�XS�IRLERGI�SVFIH�FIEHW��
GPE]�FIEHW�WXEGOIH�XS�GVIEXI�HITXL�
ERH�HMQIRWMSR

4VSGIWW�IW
��LERH�VSPPIH�FIEHW��
WYFXPI�TEWXIP�KPE^I�ETTPMIH�XS�
IQTLEWM^I�EVIEW�SJ�XI\XYVI���



+OCIG���
7YWXEMRIH�-RZIWXMKEXMSR

,IMKLX�����MRGLIW

;MHXL�����MRGLIW

(ITXL����MRGLIW

1EXIVMEP�W
��WXSRI[EVI�GPE]�XS�GVIEXI�
EFWXVEGX�JSVQ�HVMZIR�F]�REXYVIW�
YRMUYI�XI\XYVIW��

4VSGIWW�IW
��GPE]�[EW�LMKL�¡VIH�XS�
I\TSWI�XLI�REXYVEP�GPE]�FSH]�
GSRXVEWXIH�[MXL�XLI�KPE^IH�EVIEW�



Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row D–Score 3 

Score Rationale 
The visual evidence across all works includes a range of good (proficient) to advanced (highly 
developed) 3-D skills. Primarily using clay, the visual evidence shows a highly developed level of 
accomplishment in creating a body of work demonstrating a command of 3-D skills. Attention to 
interior space (images 4, 7, and 8) indicates a superior understanding of spatial awareness, 
particularly when encompassed by textural patterns that serve to highlight the contents of the cavity. 
Each work features the dynamic use of texture but is placed thoughtfully in different juxtapositions 
with other elements and principles of 3-D design. For instance, image 13 displays bead-like waves of 
texture on a smooth tubular form and creates undeniable contrast. A series of off-white, orange-peel 
orbs encompassing a toothy celadon interior highlights the use of color in image 4. Although the 
written evidence states an inquiry about “natural forms that provided an earthy organic 
appeal,”  interest is added to abstracted sculptural forms through the implementation of repetition, 
rhythm, and variety (images 1, 2, and 11). The informed manipulation of surface design in each piece 
throughout the portfolio creates a sense of unity and cohesiveness that earns a score of 3 when 
considering 3-D skills and abilities. 

Image 7 Image 13 

Sustained Investigation Score: Row A: Score 3/2 • Row B: Score3/2• Row C: Score 3 • Row D: Score 3 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row D: 2-D/3-D/Drawing Art and Design Skills 

1 2 3 
Visual evidence of rudimentary and 
moderate 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Visual evidence of moderate and 
good 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 

Visual evidence of good and 
advanced 2-D/3-D/Drawing skills. 




