
2022 AP® 2-D Art and Design 

Sustained Investigation 

Row A–Score 2 

Written Evidence 

Writing Prompt #1: 

Identify the question(s) or 

inquiry that guided your 

sustained investigation.  

Student Response 

My sustained investigation is guided by my fascination with 

the evolution of music. I initially wanted to demonstrate how 

music evolved over time, but after some experimentation I 

started to highlight how music affects the world around us, 

and the different ways we can enjoy it. For example: Image 

#2 displays a Kithara, a Greek instrument similar to a guitar. 

Image #7 shows a janitor listening to music on the 

headphones while he works. Music inspires me in every 

aspect of life especially in creating my artwork and I wanted 

to share my passion of music combined with art throughout 

my portfolio. 

Writing Prompt #2: 

Describe how your sustained 

investigation shows evidence 

of practice, experimentation, 

and revision guided by your 

question(s) or inquiry. 

My sustained investigation shows evidence of practice, 

because I used different styles throughout my portfolio. This 

also ties into experimentation, because I worked with 

different styles, as well as using different programs. 

Switching to Procreate Pocket allowed me to try doing art 

through touch, rather than using a mouse. 
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Sustained Investigation: Analytic Scoring Rubric and Score Rationale 

Row A–Score 2 

Score Rationale 

In these works, the student identifies an inquiry related to the investigation. While they initially began 

with the intent to “demonstrate how music evolved over time,” the student states that “after some 

experimentation, I started to highlight how music affects the world around us.” While some images 

visually relate to the concept of music, how it influences the world is less apparent. Components 

related to music are more visually evident in some images such as 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 12, and 13. 

However, in images 2, 7, 8, 11, and 15, connections to music are less clear. 

In image 1, the central placement and the outward radiation of design components create emphasis 

on the sitar. Careful consideration of colors and their intensity keeps the design from becoming 

overwhelming. In image 2, the circular elements that overlay the background images make for an 

interesting design. Again, the color scheme appears intentional in hue and intensity. However, the 

subject of the background imagery is unidentifiable. 

  

Image 1 Image 2 

Sustained Investigation Score: Row A: Score 2 • Row B: Score 2 • Row C: Score 2 • Row D: Score 3 

Analytic Scoring Rubric Row A: Inquiry 

Writing Prompt 1: Identify the question(s) or inquiry that guided your sustained investigation. 

1 2 3 

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry, but visual evidence does 
not relate to that inquiry. 

OR 

Written evidence does not 
identify an inquiry.  

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry that relates to the 
sustained investigation.  

AND 

Visual evidence demonstrates 
the sustained investigation.  

Written evidence identifies an 
inquiry that guides the sustained 
investigation.  

AND 

Visual evidence demonstrates the 
sustained investigation.  




