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2022 Scoring Guidelines 

Question 3: Analytical Essay 5 points  

General Scoring Note 
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according 
to the preponderance of evidence. 
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2022 Scoring Guidelines 

0 
Unacceptable  

1 
Poor  

2 
Weak  

3  
Average  

4  
Good  

5  
Strong  
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The student offers a 
response that is  totally  
irrelevant, totally  
incorrect, or  merely  
restates  the question.  

The student  
understands the  
question  but  offers no  
meaningful analysis.  
Although the student  
may not recognize the  
passages, the response 
contains some correct, 
relevant information.  

The student recognizes 
the passage(s) but 
presents only a weak 
essay. It may be 
confusing and lack 
organization, or it may 
rely on summary. It 
addresses (1) only 
portions of each passage, 
or (2) one passage well, 
but the other not at all. 

The student develops an  
adequate  essay analyzing  
the messages and how  
they are conveyed.  The  
essay  reflects  some  
understanding of the  
passages,  OR the essay  
may be strong for one  
passage but weak for  the  
other.  Analysis (1) may not  
be well developed, (2) may  
rely on main ideas but few  
supporting details, or (3) 
may be more  summary  
than analysis.  

The student develops a 
good  essay analyzing  the  
messages and how they  
are conveyed, providing  
main ideas and some  
supporting details.  
Although the  analysis may  
not  be nuanced,  it is based  
on a sound  understanding  
of the Latin.  

The student develops a 
strong  essay analyzing  the  
messages and how they  
are conveyed  and  
consistently aligns it to  
Latin evidence.  Occasional  
errors need not  weaken 
the overall impression of 
the essay.  
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The student  
demonstrates no  
understanding of Latin 
in  context.  

The student cites  no 
Latin, or only individual  
Latin words, and exhibits  
either no understanding  
of the Latin in context, or 
a complete  
misunderstanding.  

The student  provides  
little  Latin support,  
taken out of context or 
misunderstood; or  may  
use  no Latin.  

The student  may  provide  
few accurate Latin  
citations from either  
passage;  they  may not be  
linked to the analysis or  
may fail to support it. Latin  
support may be  strong for  
one passage but weak for  
the other.  

The student  supports their  
argument with  examples  
of Latin that are mostly  
accurate,  specific, and  
relevant.  While they are  
not plentiful, the  
examples are  drawn from  
throughout both 
passages.  

The student  supports their  
argument  with examples  
of Latin that are  plentiful,  
accurate, specific, and  
relevant.  The Latin  
examples  must be drawn 
from throughout both  
passages.  
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The student  does not  
draw  inferences  and  
conclusions based on the  
passages.  

The student  does not  
draw  inferences  and  
conclusions based on the  
passages.  

The student  may make  
incorrect  assumptions  or 
make inferences and  
conclusions based on the  
passages only rarely.  

The student  may display  
only limited  
understanding  of implied  
information.  

The student  makes some 
inferences and draws 
some conclusions that  
accurately reflect the Latin  
and support the analysis. 
The student may rely on 
what is stated  or may  
make inaccurate  
inferences.  

The student  consistently  
uses inferences and draws  
conclusions  that 
accurately  reflect the Latin  
and support the analysis.  

CO
N

TE
XT

U
AL

KN
O

W
LE

DG
E 

The student  shows no  
understanding or a  
thorough 
misunderstanding of  
context  and provides  no  
meaningful discussion of  
context or contextual 
references.  

The student  shows no  
understanding or a  
thorough 
misunderstanding of  
context  and provides  no  
meaningful discussion of  
context or contextual 
references.  

The student  may show  
no understanding or a  
thorough 
misunderstanding of  
context;  references to  
context, if any, are  
irrelevant.  

The student may  
sometimes misunderstand 
contextual references  or 
fail to connect them 
effectively to the analysis.  

The student  uses  specific  
contextual references  that 
support the analysis.  

The student is able to  use  
specific contextual 
references  consistently in  
order to support the  
analysis.  
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 2022 Scoring Commentary 

Question 3 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

Responses were expected to demonstrate clear and coherent arguments about Latin texts and Roman 
culture, overall comprehension of Latin readings in the course syllabus, and analysis of the effects of 
language usage and stylistic features in Latin texts. 

Sample: 3A 
Score:  5  

The response develops a strong analysis and consistently aligns it to Latin evidence, drawing 
plentiful and accurate Latin citations from throughout both passages. Concerning Passage A, the 
response notes that “Vergil describes how quickly the information about Dido and Aeneas spreads” 
and accurately translates or paraphrases Extemplo  … urbes, malum  …  ullum, mobilitate  … eundo, and 
nec  …  somno  in support of the claim. Equally, it notes that “rumor is not always true, in fact it is 
equal part inaccurate and accurate,” accurately citing venisse … Dido  and  hiemem  … captos to 
support the claim. Close attention is likewise paid to Passage B. 

The response consistently makes supportable inferences, draws accurate conclusions, and uses 
specific contextual references to support its analysis. So, for example, the response observes that 
“The Gauls have a point in spreading their rumor, it is not some silly gossip: they truly want the 
Romans to take action because of the fake threat,” drawing an accurate conclusion from both the 
particular context of Passage B and the message’s specific content, as cited by the response. 
Similarly, the response notes that “The Gauls are a lot more cunning, with obvious ill-intent towards 
the Romans, even if they claim otherwise. The Gauls know how to use their speech to get their way, 
and in the end, to deceive the Romans.” And for Passage A, following the response’s discussion of 
rumor’s ambiguous accuracy, the response states, “Although what is said is partially true, it paints 
Aeneas and Dido in a mainly negative light. The condescending tone makes the lovers seem selfish 
and irresponsible, even though it is not so.” 

Sample: 3B 
Score:  3  

The response reflects some understanding of Passage A (e.g., “Vergil’s passage begins by stating 
that there was a great rumor that traveled through the cities of North Africa” and “The message 
contains information that connects Dido and Aeneas”) and Passage B (e.g., “The message in Gaul … 
is distributed by leaders and others in power”). The response’s analysis of Passage A is stronger 
than that of Passage B. Similarly, the response sometimes misunderstands contextual references, 
such as when it remarks of Passage B, “All of Gaul is in arms, so leaders need to get information to 
their troops. They also encourage the troops to boost their morale and fight without fear ‘sine metu.’”   

The response includes a few accurate Latin citations from Passage A (e.g., “In addition, the rumor 
spread through the shadows in the middle of the sky and ground ‘caeli  medio terraeque per  umbram’”)  
but only one accurate, albeit overly general, paraphrase of part of Passage B (“The message  in Gaul,  
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  Question 3 (continued) 

however is much more formal as it is distributed by leaders and others in power ‘Tunc duces  
principesque Nerviorum  … dicunt’”). 

Finally, the response displays limited understanding of implied information. So, for instance, the 
response suggests, “However, the messages legitamacy is called into question as it is associated 
with signs of evil like night and shadows ‘Nocte,’  ‘per umbram,’  ‘somno,’ Vergil is foreshadowing that 
something bad will come from this rumor.” 

Sample: 3C 
Score:  1  

The response provides no meaningful analysis of either passage. However, individual words and 
short phrases from Passage A and B, e.g.,  dea  (paraphrased as ‘the gods’), in ora (not translated or 
paraphrased),  principesque sermonis  (paraphrased as  “religious principles and ceremonies”), and 
Ambiorigem ostentant  (summarized  as “Caesar describes  … the death of Ambiorix”) are cited, but 
they are incorrectly translated or paraphrased. T he response does not  draw inferences or 
conclusions from the Latin cited and shows  no  understanding  of the  context of the passages. 
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