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AP® Comparative Government and Politics 2022 Scoring Guidelines

Question 3: Comparative Analysis 5 points

(a)

Define a political party system. 1 point

Acceptable definitions include:

e A political party system is defined by the number of political parties that are able to
win elections and govern.

e A political party system is defined by the power, influence, or strength of political
parties and the degree of competition between parties.

(b)

Describe two different examples of political party systems, each one within a different AP 2 points
Comparative Government and Politics course country.

Acceptable descriptions include the following (max one point per country):

China

e Single/one-party system — In China, only the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is allowed
to govern.

Scoring Note: Responses that say “No other parties are allowed in China” earn no credit.
Parties other than the Communist Party are allowed to exist but not govern.

Iran

e Iran lacks a formal political party system as parties operate as loosely formed political
alliances.

Mexico

e  Multiparty system — In Mexico, current rules allow multiple parties to win elections
and govern.

e Dominant party system — Under the PRI/Before 2000, the rules allowed other political
parties to compete, but only one party controlled the government in Mexico.

Nigeria

e Multiparty system — In Nigeria, there are rules that allow multiple parties to win
elections and govern.

e Two-party system —In Nigeria, two major parties, the APC and the PDP, regularly win
elections and govern.

e Dominant party system — Under the PDP/Before 2015, the rules allowed other political
parties to compete, but only one party controlled the government in Nigeria.

Russia

e Dominant party system — The rules allow other political parties to compete, but only

one party, United Russia, controls the government in Russia.

e  Multiparty system — Under Yeltsin/Before 2001, multiple parties existed and won seats
in the legislature.
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United Kingdom

e Multiparty system — In the United Kingdom, there are rules that allow multiple parties
to win elections and govern.

e Two-party system — Two major parties, Conservatives and Labour, regularly win the
most seats in the legislatures and are able to form the ruling government.

Scoring Note: The United Kingdom can be called a multiparty system, a 2-party-plus
system, or a 2-) party system.

(c)

Explain how the political party systems shape political efficacy in each country described in 2 points
part (b).

Acceptable explanations include the following (max one point per country):

e Inthe UK/Mexico/Nigeria, multiparty systems increase efficacy because they offer
more than one viable option for diverse interests to be represented.

e In UK/Nigeria, the two-party system limits efficacy because there are limited
options for representation and minority voices.

e In Russia’s/Mexico’s/Nigeria’s dominant party system citizens lack efficacy because
it is clear which party will always win elections and dominate the system.

e Russia’s/Mexico’s/Nigeria’s dominant party system gives the appearance of a
competitive party system so citizens may feel political efficacy.

e In China’s single party system efficacy is limited because there are no viable
alternative options.

e In China’s single party system some citizens may have political efficacy because the
party system allows for participation through party institutions and organizations
that have real power.

Total for question 3 5 points

© 2022 College Board



Q3 Sample A 1 of 1

—

B

—

‘Irlworhnt: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Question4 @
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. . O O [ ] O

MeXCo 1y 2 Muti-pady Sysi, Lieen a0y poifca) gacies

Begin your respanse to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

@ B poliical pacty Syshem 15 40e HIVCAVE in which polifical
paces ace Formared witin & countny, S0 Hnat irmay be
Compentive, vavied ( oc comupr and 1atking competiiay . Political
Party SYNEM & ¥pe balante of \auvk-neeok of paty comnperition ar_mm '

compele ol a Oenuine chanee ay Epesetation in gpveitnent,
ancl some oF +hese paries ‘inglude  PRY. PR, PAN anadl (florena.
S Coones after Mexico ememyed Wotn PR\ pacy deninatian
e 19705 - china, owever, fepresants 3 one-pady systam
whecn e Chinese Communis- Pady (£2P) absolnely

dominakes opyartment anol does ok allow For any  oppresiica
OF oenuing Competitica. This ciFfers om Medics, wnith uds
formeny a oloonindnt-pady syskam odec PR then became g
Mulii-paty sYsiem toalel. |

(© Meee's fmotpady sysiem belsles potvcal efcay in
MXCAN Peopig by providing them autnenty. range oF cheies

angl Compeaned (owever, Conupiion anol pxeciive ailveso
adchress violence | canels oliidines H0is e¢fican) gqaned &om

ro MU -pay sysiem). W China, polical epficacy s gy
choniishedl wibn 4ne 1BAK of- cheice and - competinon, howssvar

e Crnese OOVl SN-40 appee WS cifizer® wih e
andl tnee competition in (ocal /ceorcnal elechons . Mexico's mulfi-
Bty Sysre oests peliical efeiAcy white. Ching's one -party

Syem diminhses polﬁical efficaw.

Page 6

Use a pen with blnr.;k or dark blue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.

o0 @ o o0 o o0 assiwe
L




- Q3 Sample B 1 of 2

: £ ; ¥ g i

Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Questiond @

that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. O O ® O

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

I \Dd\‘t‘rt‘m\ ?ur\rq 5\{9‘\‘%‘\:\ \s TWe Wy in YL EN AN
PRGN gorties wre Jryanized and function Tn o
ceying, Rusela Mg o downdanal pacty gy s, wWindn
ARV VRS TN ok coankadng Mm\‘(tp\& ?mr‘\-(‘-uib b
W oy pIShRsS% Wagt ot X\ QU ey T Russia
Vioadimic Pabin'e Vdted Rugta facty Y e dominont
o™, OFher pacties ceogiwt v WHAL o er, andd
so0nd, Wb Prg ComenanY party wd Pt Wibacol Demtorak
part faagklon 06 pride, Tetle yoals allgn it Vatred
Luseton, but Yy el vre wadd dstendt b greate o
Wagton oF dveratty, Uated Russla getuing P U wsing
Wese me#ts “.“"l“ \h{ Wu-n}?m\mk‘:ﬂg %\Qosl‘u"cfm‘ The
Vatted \CV ngdone orssesses o wo-packy Systenn, wiamn
Wnere i sl B\ ouriies @xsr) bub Ywo speoifle pacties
WA wegh of Y \JO\PHW\\ PUwes, Tt downtnation 0 Yiae
NIty oacties 19 Wigh, bub wit necessuctly wbiowir,
Tay VXY ot nank pariies, e Consermtivr oty wnd

~Hae Laoowe parcty ) Fepresunt wa b\l eR 0y {akersts) ortmantly

N r‘bgmrc)*s Yo elonemic vu\:‘o\',“ﬂ% ?mr\*:% Ve Lane
e ws,uj‘urt’m Farowgn e V'S o o bngle-wember
MYV pnealt iy dhedrion s\t Wit cnnsts

b paeRes 1o yutn gradwally Tncrast ag \whes e

- Aectie wy\t ywiile obee gartie Gl e g Thowgn

Lo ?mr‘r\{ Sy Lo W wa ?dh'“\'\lov\\ € coro

g wa’n{ ~Romnt nant Sy shem s Was for wore

{mgmoﬂ-x The, *«\mn%?u\\m\'{‘”“ UP g an QJW(/‘!“M ‘0\1
Page 6

e

Use a pen with black or dark blue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.

(1) £ u”oo 1Y —

]




Q3 Sample B 2 of 2

r

@ important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Question 4
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. O O @ O

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

Unib e Raseten crea™es an (ool Hmete democracy,
Cibzens see Pnat the oubcome s never Undacts,
50 !Y‘V\&'\l lU‘%t {;0-;(‘)\« :.V\ el yobe, Thy %WU'quk’
&\{SH/N\ 0fF Y\t U tamses wokers Yo lose EadbWn N vb'h*ng
Cuc Ywlrd - party Candidates, ng the success of Hasse

it e uery lpw, This forvts okt tnby v b inany
OW\\oL-\H\MNt Hf\ﬁ\{ W e \'0 prmm\k&% f,"l-‘m/'
W, T Only Puer\\%l rohEs \70L¢‘h‘tm\eE—Eﬂ‘w0\h
o voking ¢ oy reduced Y fwo op Hong,

Page 7

Use a pen with black or dark blue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.

i'“"“ e o0 ss o oo

B

—h —

.




Q3 Sample C 1 of 2

® Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Question 4
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. O O “ O

/D Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
hticed (ar SysStem /5 QA Stuctece i
pfk,‘ﬁ: /N of-'w'r:f'hz.r ;,{;‘-}h Sypreters ’55:};2.5+5 oganf'a
to aB  (un Cared: dates 1 jwernmud"i-/ electons
ond e54blsh po/:‘c.y P/a.f,fpw:; Giral /'géo/rﬁy.z}..a-..

B) T Un'ted leimsplom has a Tido pattsy pottiend
Syston  Whte o politcal pefties Control the functions
of 3w¢.mmuw} b galn&r;ijj efed'ord S—cppof-f-, /n te Or resd
Mvgo’brﬂ‘s f%ﬂfﬁrvw.ﬁ'ry Uections pw0st ctrBes 1/
Vote For e Labons or Cansenatriie party, Ua tho
major  pariies,  Gnd /eﬁr‘shﬁw seats de Avided bosesd
vpon e residts, Tie [rime MincSter )5 than glected
l? tho  majosihy pasty.

n CHM/ et 1S @ .s;rvtc. Pty Systerry e

One pbf;-i‘?'u/ party has complete ceondrol Over Hhe
jw&rnwaa-*. T Comrurl. St fg/y of Crira has
Yechons bat ory fo featfiim Ha G@@w CCP's
Control over tae e;-a.cxd‘fwc} /c?f:ﬂ’u‘we 3 andd judr'cfafy.

C) TR United J‘-;OJOM\S two Pﬁﬂy Sy_smw allows
e  too rw/or politieal parres +o daripate tre
ﬂ.rﬂhw, the mos+ }m'aofw brarmeir, el Sl Shes of
e Pime Minifes bej Frovin te majorty paciy incceases
€Hicacy because tle leju;sl:q(uw ard execudrre Wi/
have  Sipnfar f?vf;'c.y 1 eritics /hin.'m?%’nj politicad
Aol berahons G Shwa'vy tfforts fo px3S /ﬁf?.'/u"\'c?w
o war polees, (hinds o jle prrty SyStm ynAKipm e s

Use a pen with black or dark blue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.
| 0022092 COMBOOMOORMEOMOMO00000000 |

) qesius o o ® o oo o te @

i

.-

EEEEEEEERREEE R E R R R R EEEEEEE R R R R EEE R EE R R EEE R EE R R EEE R EEREEEEREEER ]

|



Q3 Sa_m_ple C 20of2

Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Questiond @

that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. O O © O

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

ﬂﬁﬁ.’c,aoy for Ta con#d//-'t;j fxﬁly, LIy thovsf f%/;"i"?‘cawf
ond  Llectiral dissent ta  Compunst party

is fee Ho establsh  whaterer fb/.a'es 1 Slesums
Qpprepriate . Tie f!—{S/;&A-J- can cas;/y esty bhsh f#é&/
withowd  much, i+ any, push bacik. 7S Sy st

ves ary 72 auithertariam Cenfrol ane very

/e F&/fﬁba/ Paﬁ‘?b‘;wu""#h While Hlw. o Vondba =
Syj!ewv of the (k& allowws for Mok prrrICpatory
Ofcmoamoy ind accaun-h.bz%"l‘y I jovam%

Page 6

Use a pen with black or dark blue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.

® o0 o o0 oo es ——




AP® Comparative Government and Politics 2022 Scoring Commentary

Question 3
Comparative Analysis

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

The intent of this comparative analysis question was to assess students’ understanding of the concept
of political party systems and their ability to describe and explain the impact of political party systems
in countries studied in the AP Comparative Government and Politics course. The skills tested were
descriptive and explanatory. Students first were expected to define a political party system. Then they
had to demonstrate their understanding of political party systems by describing two examples of
different political party systems, each one within a different course country. Finally, students needed to
demonstrate their understanding of how political party systems in each of those two countries shape
political efficacy.

Sample: 3A
Score: 5

(a) The response earned 1 point for defining a political party system as “the balance or lack-
therof of party competition in government.”

(b) The response earned 1 point for describing an example of a political party system in Mexico as
“a multi-party system, wherein many political parties compete for a genuine chance at
representation in government.” The response earned 1 point for describing an example of a political
party system in China as “a one-party system wherein the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
absolutely dominates government and does not allow for ... genuine competition.”

(c) The response earned 1 point for explaining that “Mexico's multi-party system bolsters political
efficacy in Mexican people by providing them authentic range of choices and competition.” The
response earned 1 point for explaining, “In China, political efficacyis highly diminished with the
lack of choice and competition.”

Sample: 3B
Score: 4

(a) The response did not earn a point for defining a political party system. The definition it provides
does not include an explicit reference to the strength and degree of competition between political
parties that characterize a political party.

(b) The response earned 1 point for describing the political party system in Russia as “a dominant
party system, which is a system that contains multiple parties, but one party possesses most of the
power.” The response earned 1 point for describing the political party system in the United
Kingdom as “a two-party system, wherein multiple parties exist, but two specific parties hold most
of the political power.”
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Question 3 (continued)

(c) The response earned 1 point for explaining, “Though both party systems can harm political
efficacy, the party-dominant system has far more impact. ... Citizens see that the outcome
never changes, so they lose faith in their vote.” The response earned 1 point for explaining
that “the two-party system of the UK causes voters to lose faith in voting for third- party
candidates, as the success of these candidates is very low.”

Sample: 3C
Score: 2

(a) The response did not earn a point for defining a political party system. The response
describes the function of a political party rather than stating that a political party systemis
defined by the number of political parties that are able to win elections and govern.

(b) The response earned 1 point for describing that “the United Kingdom has a Two party political
system where two political parties control the functions of government by garnering electoral
support.” The response earned 1 point for describing that “in China, there is asingle party system,
where one political party has complete control over the government.”

(c) The response did not earn a point because it focuses on the efficacy of a parliamentary and a
single-party system as opposed to explaining how party systems shape how voters feel that they can
influence political affairs.
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