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Question 2: Quantitative Analysis 5 points 
 

(a) Using the data in the graph, identify the country in 1985 that has the lowest percentage of 
a population living in urban areas. 

1 point 

An identification includes the following:  

• China 

 

(b) Using the data in the graph, describe the trend in the United Kingdom’s percentage of a 
population living in urban areas. 

1 point 

Acceptable descriptions include:  

• It has been steady or constant. 

• It has changed little. 

• It has gradually increased. 

• It has been steady with a slight increase in recent years.  

• It has been consistently higher than the other countries shown. 

 

(c) Describe how urbanization influences demographic change.  1 point 

Acceptable descriptions include:  

• People move from rural areas to cities. 

• A growing urban population means rising incomes or growth of the middle class. 

• Urbanization reduces the birth rate. 

• Urbanization leads to more access to education. 

• Cities become more ethnically or religiously diverse. 

 

(d) Using the data in the graph, draw a conclusion about what may have been a principal 
cause of the growing gap in urbanization between China and Nigeria between 2000–2018. 

1 point 

Acceptable conclusions include:  

China 

• Economic liberalization and industrialization policies focused on cities. 

• Special economic zones attracted people to cities. 

• Emphasis on foreign direct investment attracted people to cities. 

• Economic growth created more economic opportunities in cities. 

• Economic diversification attracted people to cities. 

Nigeria 

• Rentier state which reduced investment in other economic sectors. 

• Declining oil prices meant less government revenue. 

• Less diversified economy meant fewer economic opportunities in cities. 
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(e) Explain how governments have responded to the overall trend in urbanization illustrated 
in the data. 

1 point 

Acceptable explanations include:  

• As urbanization increased, social services increased to meet the needs of urban 
dwellers. 

• As urbanization increased, governments increased infrastructure to support larger 
populations/businesses. 

• As urbanization increased, governments increased access to education. 

• As urbanization increased, policies were enacted to protect the environment against 
damage caused by industrialization. 

• As urbanization increased, policies were enacted to build more housing to meet 
demands of a rising urban population. 

• As urbanization increased, governments focused fewer resources on rural areas. 

• As urbanization increased, governments provided more resources to rural areas. which 
had been neglected. 

• As urbanization increased, national governments devolved power to local 
governments. 

• As urbanization increased in China, the government used the hukou system to control 
internal migration. 

 

 Total for question 2 5 points 
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Question 2 
Quantitative Analysis 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 
 
The intent of this question was to assess students’ ability to interpret, describe, compare, and draw 
conclusions from quantitative data presented in a population distribution chart. This question about 
urbanization assessed students’ ability to identify a data point on a line graph and describe a trend. 
Students were then asked to describe how urbanization influences demographic trends in the United 
Kingdom. The question assessed students’ ability to draw a conclusion about the principle cause of the 
gap in urbanization between China and Nigeria between 2000 and 2018. And finally, students were 
asked to explain how governments responded to the trend in urbanization illustrated in the data. 
 
Sample: 2A    
Score: 5 

(a) The response earned 1 point for identifying China. 
 
(b) The response earned 1 point for describing the trend in urbanization in the United Kingdom 
as having “increased slightly from 1960 to 2015.” 
 
(c) The response earned 1 point for describing how urbanization influences demographic change by 
stating that “someone living in the country may want to have many children … but after moving to 
an urban area they may want fewer children.” 
 
(d) The response earned 1 point for drawing a conclusion about the gap in urbanization rates by 
stating that China “was industrializing … Nigeria on the other hand, still doesn’t have as 
developed of an economy.” 
 
(e) The response earned 1 point for explaining a response to urbanization by stating that 
governments have “started initatives to improve the environment.” 
 
Sample: 2B  
Score: 4 
 
(a) The response earned 1 point for identifying China. 
 
(b) The response earned 1 point for describing a trend in urbanization in the United Kingdom as 
“steady … from 1960 to 2000, but from 2000 onwards, there was a gradual increase.” 
 
(c) The response earned 1 point for describing how urbanization impacts demographic change as 
“people moving from rural areas to urban areas.” 
 
(d) The response earned 1 point for concluding that the cause of the growing gap in urbanization is 
that “China ... has constructed special economic zones” and Nigeria has “the resource curse of oil.” 
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Question 2 (continued) 

(e) The response did not earn a point because it does not describe a policy response to 
urbanization. 
 
Sample: 2C  
Score: 2 
 
(a) The response earned 1 point for identifying China. 
 
(b) The response earned 1 point for describing the trend in urbanization in the United Kingdom as 
keeping “a consitinsy of around 80%.” 
 
(c) The response did not earn a point because it inaccurately states that “when urban areas 
are industrialized they are no longer urban areas.” 
 
(d) The response did not earn a point because it does not draw a conclusion about the reason for 
the urbanization gap between China and Nigeria. 
 
(e) The response did not earn a point because it does not explain a specific government response to 
urbanization. 
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