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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2021 Free-Response Questions

Overview

Key screen images from the free-response section of the AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam are
included in this document. The actual exam includes other screens, such as message boxes and help
screens, which students may view while taking the exam. On screens where the “Show Time” button
appears, students have the option to display the time remaining to complete the task. The exam screens
are dynamic, with changing information (e.g., audio progress bar, count-down clock), while the screen
images that follow are static, representing a particular moment during the exam.

Wherever Chinese text appears as reading material on the exam screen, it can be displayed in two
versions: simplified characters and traditional characters. Therefore, this document includes both
versions, which are labeled accordingly. This document also includes scripts for recorded material that
students heard during the exam. When applicable, both simplified- and traditional-character versions of
the recording scripts are included here as well. However, recording scripts are not provided for
directions screens, where the audio portion matches verbatim the text appearing on the screen.
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Wiriting

Writing Part Directions

You will be asked to perform two writing tasks in Chinese. In each case, you will be asked to write for a specific purpose and to a
specific person. You should write in as complete and as culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the
purpose and the person described.

Wherever Chinese text appears for you to read, it can be displayed either in simplified characters or in traditional characters, and
you may toggle between the two versions if necessary.

In this part of the exam, you can choose your desired input method for typing your responses in Chinese by selecting Pinyin
Simplified, Pinyin Traditional, or Bopomofo from the drop-down list.

A clock at the top of the screen will show you how much time is remaining to write your response.
When the response time has ended, you will automatically go on to the next question. You cannot return to previous questions.
You will now begin this part

Select Continue to go on.
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Writing | Question 1 of 2 00:14:50 © Hide Time

Directions: In this task, you will be asked to write in Chinese for a specific purpose and to a specific person. You should write in as
complete and culturallv appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the person described.

. . . E Paste || Undo || Redo [ Pinyin Simplified ~ Hide Character Count | 0
The four pictures present a story. Imagine you are writing the story to - \—”—“—, Y P I

a friend. Narrate a complete story as suggested by the pictures. Give |
your story a beginning, a middle, and an end.
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Traditional-character version

- * Switch to Simplified Help
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v CollegeBoard AP 0

00:14:51 © Hide Time

Writing | Question 2 of 2

Directions: In this task, you will be asked to write in Chinese for a specific purpose and to a specific person. You should write in as
complete and culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the person described.

Cut Pasle‘ Undol Redo | Pinyin Simplified - Hide Character Count | 0

Read this e-mail from a friend and then write a response.

A hoho

P E: ﬁ@;ﬁg&q:x
8T Lfl“” 7

AL

J - =
)'-”‘é fJ’l Lo Ul ll
B AR 2 R b
.'-.n [ JERifE '%'h”f"'“ |"'.L’i T BTIEEY 5
bb, RS "JJ i, AR

Note: Students were able to view simplified- and traditional-character versions of the exam screen
above. The simplified-character version of this screen is shown on the next page of this document.
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Simplified-character version

e - Switch to Traditional Help
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Writing | Question 2 of 2 00:14:22 © Hide Time

Directions: In this task, vou will be asked to write in Chinese for a specific purpose and to a specific person. You should write in as
complete and culturally appropriate a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the person described.

Cut || Paste || Undo |Red0‘ [p..,ym simplified ~ Hide Character Count‘O

Read this e-mail from a friend and then write a response.

RHA: nfo
BPE B AEEREh

31 TR R ST a8 VI S0 A S | D S S L

e KRR ) IR N R R T R R R
LG . AR RARE hciRa bl Lk,
e ORVA NSNS S L v N =3 (R A o S

BLAT 7o SXPIANESRRSE A 40 9t 47 5
b, A, R AR

Note: Students were able to view simplified- and traditional-character versions of the exam screen
above. The traditional-character version of this screen is shown on the preceding page of this

document.
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Speaking Part Directions

You will participate in a simulated conversation and make a presentation.

For the presentation, you will have a specific amount of preparation time. During the preparation time, a clock will show you how
much time is remaining.

For both tasks, you will have a specific amount of response time. During the response time, a clock will show you how much time is
remaining

When the response time has ended, you will automatically go on to the next question. You cannot return to previous questions.
Your cue to start speaking will always be this tone.

Select Continue to go on.
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Speaking Part Directions: Conversation

You will participate in a simulated conversation. Each time it is your turn to speak, you will have 20 seconds to record. You should
respond as fully and as appropriately as possible

There will be six times when it is your turn to speak.
‘You will now begin this part

Select Continue to go on.
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Speaking | Question 1 of 7

Directions: You will participate in a simulated conversation. You will hear a -:] 0:04 /0:14

series of 6 questions or statements; after each question or statement, you will E— e s
hear a tone signifving that it is vour turn to speak. You will have 20 seconds to 2y piay :
record each response. You should respond as fully and as appropriately as

possible. When vou are ready to begin, select the Continue button. RESPONSE TIME
00:00:20

You will have a conversation with Bai Linlin, your Chinese friend, about ideas for
vour class trip to China.

Note: Students saw the exam screen above for each of the individual questions that together compose
this task. Only the screen image for the first question is shown here, but during the exam, each of the
screens indicated the number of the question the students were responding to.
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The following text is the traditional-character version of the recording script for the audio portion
of the task shown in the previous screen image. Students heard this audio during the exam
administration, but this text does not appear in the exam and is provided here for reference only.

Speaking Question 1 of 7
WA: FAAR T, BERRIRMEEFEGRIT 7, SR T IR ERR L R B2 2yt B AR A ke 25 2

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 2 of 7
WA: S REPEIRAT, VRIMATE LR 5T 5 77 2 FA B ?

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 3 of 7
WA: e BIRAE, B 7 R AME T Bt 7 LA, R E BT B Rt 2

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 4 of 7
WA:  EHEURAT 20T, RN 75 EE L 2R dE 2

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 5 of 7
WA: [, VRAEE AT R A EE s Bl K 2 Rt EE?

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 6 of 7
WA: EREHE, RESFRMES b e a i R E ) ?

[TONE]

(20 seconds)
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The following text is the simplified-character version of the recording script for the audio portion
of the task shown in the previous screen image. Students heard this audio during the exam
administration, but this text does not appear in the exam and is provided here for reference only.

Speaking Question 1 of 7
WA: HFAANT, WHARMNIEEPERIT 7, XK T AR AMEE R E? 9t 28NN %2

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 2 of 7
WA: XREFEIRAT, VRATHTHE EWA ST 8t 77?2 A2

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 3 of 7
WA: e EREAE, B 7RI B3t LA, R E B4 ? NAa?

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 4 of 7
WA: L EIRIT 2/, IRATT 7 B e A 2% 2

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 5 of 7
WA:  [FEREGHE, RAESEA A R SAL A K 2 A4

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 6 of 7
WA: XREPE, RS IRAI125E I e A AR B ?

[TONE]

(20 seconds)
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Speaking

Speaking Part Directions: Cultural Presentation

You will be asked to speak in Chinese on a specific topic. Imagine you are making an oral presentation to your Chinese class.
First, you will read and hear the topic for your presentation. You will have 4 minutes to prepare your presentation. Then you will
have 2 minutes to record your presentation. Your presentation should be as complete as possible

‘You will now begin this part

Select Continue to go on.
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Speaking | Question 7 of 7

Directions: You will be asked to speak in Chinese on a specific topic. Imagine yvou are making an oral presentation to your Chinese
class. First, vou will read and hear the topic for vour presentation. The time voun will have to prepare vour presentation is indicated on
the clock. You will then have 2 minutes to record vour presentation. Your presentation should be as complete as possible.

Choose ONE aspect of Chinese culture that you especially appreciate (Chinese characters, Chinese martial
arts, Chinese painting, etc.). In your presentation, describe this aspect of Chinese culture and explain its
significance to you.

You may no longer play this audio.

Preparation Time: 4 Minutes
Response Time: 2 Minutes

PREPARATION TIME

00:04:00
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The following text is the recording script for the audio portion of the task shown in the previous screen
image. Students heard this audio during the exam administration and viewed the text on-screen.

Speaking Question 7 of 7

N: Choose ONE aspect of Chinese culture that you especially appreciate (Chinese characters,
Chinese martial arts, Chinese painting, etc.). In your presentation, describe the aspect of
Chinese culture and explain its significance.

N: You have four minutes to prepare your presentation.
(4 Minutes)

N: You have two minutes to record your presentation.
[TONE]

(2 Minutes)
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