
2021

AP
®

 United States 
Government and Politics
Sample Student Responses  
and Scoring Commentary
Set 1

© 2021 College Board. College Board, Advanced Placement, AP, AP Central, and the acorn logo are registered 
trademarks of College Board. Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.

AP Central is the official online home for the AP Program: apcentral.collegeboard.org.

Inside: 

Free Response Question 2

   Scoring Guideline 

   Student Samples 

   Scoring Commentary 



AP® United States Government and Politics 2021 Scoring Guidelines 

© 2021 College Board 

 
A. Identify the president that had the highest percentage of women and racial/ethnic 

minorities serving in the Cabinet. 

• President Obama had the highest percentage of women and racial/ethnic minorities 
serving in his Cabinet. 

1 point 

B. Describe a pattern in the percentage of racial and ethnic minorities serving in Cabinet 
positions. 

Acceptable descriptions include: 

• Democratic presidents tend to appoint more racial and ethnic minorities to Cabinet 
positions than Republican presidents. 

• Recent presidents are appointing more racial and ethnic minorities to Cabinet 
positions, regardless of party. 

1 point 

C. Draw a conclusion about the political parties and the diversity of Cabinet appointments 
as shown in the bar graphs. 

Acceptable conclusions include: 

• Democratic presidents have appointed more women and minorities because that 
reflects the demographics of their voters. 

• Republican presidents in the future could appoint more women and minorities to 
Cabinet level positions in an attempt to appeal to a wider group of voters. 

1 point 

D. Explain how interest groups can influence presidential Cabinet appointments as shown in 
the bar graphs. 

Acceptable explanations include: 

• Interest groups can use media campaigns to pressure the president to make Cabinet 
appointments that reflect the interests of the group. 

• Interest groups can use media campaigns to pressure the Senate to confirm or not 
confirm appointments based on how they reflect the interests of the group. 

• Interest groups can lobby members of the Senate to vote for or against a presidential 
Cabinet nominee. 

1 point 

 Total for question 2 4 points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 2: Quantitative Analysis 4 points 











AP® United States Government and Politics 2021 Scoring Commentary 

© 2021 College Board.  
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org. 

Question 2 

Overview 
 
This question expected students to identify data and describe a trend or pattern from a quantitative graph. 
Responses also needed to draw a conclusion about the political parties that helps explain the changing 
diversity in Cabinet appointments as illustrated in the graph. Finally, since this task involved integrating the 
skill of quantitative analysis and content knowledge, responses were expected to demonstrate understanding 
of how interest groups interact with the executive or legislative branches in the appointment and/or 
confirmation process.  

Sample: 2A 
Score: 4 
 
The response earned 1 point in part A because it correctly identifies Obama as the president with the highest 
percentage of women and racial and ethnic minorities serving in the Cabinet. 
 
The response earned 1 point in part B because it correctly describes the pattern that Democrats had a higher 
percentage of racial and ethnic minorities in the Cabinet. 
 
The response earned 1 point in part C because it correctly draws a conclusion about political parties and 
Cabinet diversity by stating, “Democrats have minorities as a large part of their coalition and supporters, and 
their cabinet appointments by president reflect that. A president who is democratic will appoint more diverse 
members to cabinet to appeal to their supporters.”  
 
The response earned 1 point in part D because it correctly explains how interest groups can influence 
presidential Cabinet appointments by stating, “they can advocate for their issue and make it an important 
issue for the public ... [a]s the public rallies for more female appointments (as started by the interest group) the 
presidents listen and respond to the public’s opinions.” 

Sample: 2B 
Score: 2 
 
The response earned 1 point in part A because it correctly identifies Obama as the president with the highest 
percentage of women and racial/ethnic minorities serving in the Cabinet. 
 
The response earned 1 point in part B because it correctly describes the pattern of a general increase in the 
percentage of racial/ethnic minorities serving in the Cabinet over time. 
 
The response did not earn a point in part C because it does not draw a conclusion about political parties and 
Cabinet diversity. The response only restates a pattern.  
 
The response did not earn a point in part D because it does not explain how interest groups can influence 
presidential Cabinet appointments. 

Sample: 2C 
Score: 1 
 
The response earned 1 point in part A because it correctly identifies Obama as the president with the highest 
percentage of women and racial/ethnic minorities serving in the Cabinet. 
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Question 2 (continued) 
 
The response did not earn a point in part B because it incorrectly describes a pattern of change over time for 
racial/ethnic minorities as decreasing rather than increasing. 
 
The response did not earn a point in part C because it does not draw a conclusion about political parties and 
Cabinet diversity as depicted in the graph. 
 
The response did not earn a point in part D because it does not explain how interest groups can influence 
presidential Cabinet appointments. 
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