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Question 3: Analytical Essay 5 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according
to the preponderance of evidence.
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0
Unacceptable

1
Poor

2
Weak

3
Average

4
Good

5
Strong

The student offers a
response that is totally

The student understands
the question but offers

irrelevant, totally
incorrect, or merely

no meaningful analysis.

The student recognizes the
passage(s), but presents

The student develops an
adequate essay analyzing how

only a weak essay. It may

Although the student

be confusing and lack

Laocoon and Cotta seek to

The student develops a
good essay analyzing
how Laocoon and Cotta

The student develops
a strong essay
analyzing how
Laocoon and Cotta

7 persuade their listeners to seek to persuade their
8 z restates the question. may not recognize the organization, or it may rely respond to uncertain listeners to respond to seek to persuade
- 3;' passages, the response on summary. It addresses situations. The essay reflects uncertain situations, their listeners to
E <Zt contains some correct, (1) only portions of each some understanding of the providing main ideas and respond to uncertain
E = relevant information. passage, or (2) one passage  passages, OR the essay may some supporting details.  situations and
o b well, but the other not at be strong for one passage but  Although the analysis consistently aligns it
w3 all. weak for the other. Analysis (1) may not be nuanced, itis  to Latin evidence.
> 5 -
g IT) may not be well developed, (2)  based on a sound Occasional errors
°<: may rely on main ideas but few  understanding of the need not weaken the
supporting details, or (3) may Latin. overall impression of
be more summary than the essay.
analysis.
The student The student cites no The student provides little  The student may provide few The student uses The student uses
demonstrates no Latin, or only individual Latin support, taken out of  accurate Latin citations; they examples of Latin that copious examples of
2 understanding of Latin Latin words, and exhibits ~ context or misunderstood; may not be linked to the are generally accurate, accurate, specific,
E in context. either no understanding or may use no Latin. analysis or may fail to support specific, relevant, and and relevant Latin,
w of the Latin in context, or it. properly cited; while properly cited, drawn
8 a complete they are not plentiful, from throughout
g misunderstanding. they are drawn from both passages.
throughout both
passages.
The student does not The student does not The student may make The student may display only The student makes some  The student
i draw inferences and draw inferences and incorrect assumptions or limited understanding of inferences and draws consistently uses
o 2 conclusions based on conclusions based onthe  make inferences and implied information. some conclusions that inferences and draws
B g the passages. passages. conclusions based on the accurately reflect the conclusions that
% 2 passages only rarely. Latin and support the accurately reflect the
e g analysis. The student Latin and support the
& o may rely on what is analysis.
Z O
< stated or may make
inaccurate inferences.
The student shows no The student shows no The student may show no The student may sometimes The student uses specific  The student is able to
1 [ understanding or a understanding or a understanding or a misunderstand contextual contextual references use specific
g 8 thorough thorough thorough references or fail to connect that support the analysis.  contextual references
l; w misunderstanding of misunderstanding of misunderstanding of them effectively to the consistently in order
= = context and provides context and provides no context; references to analysis. to support the
g g no meaningful meaningful discussion of  context, if any, are analysis.
O X  discussion of context or  context or contextual irrelevant.

contextual references.

references.
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Sample 3A 10of 3

Question1 Question2 Question3 Question4 Question5
O (@) ® O O
Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
ln Aeneld Book £ Lascoon 1§ o.gams% He Trgans ormgmigy e hovse Inp e
city and tries b pevsuade e Tiojans Hhat ey shoutdnf hustit. Laocoon

ies 1o convince fhem of this losiusing wHth the a-e_g M which h € Speaks:

(line

frsy Lopcooh ardens sumwma decurvit ab arce |, LAOCOD N s burning, rwns dousrv
fom e highest pndel. Thefact that hes decribed os burning and beaase
he vuns down fom e jighnest otadel, e Troyars would sense his alarmy, makuwng
tham ore likely to (sten o him. With his first stalement, "y miseri, quae Janto-
tnsanta, cives’ (line 2 Laocoon uses stona languaq ¢ Sayivigy, 0 Wistrable odzens
what great msanity (is4mis) " These shono_\wpmls,*'wmaUe ahd & (nsanihy, also
help aterd Hne Tryans fothe diie sluahon and get eir altenton. Laocodn aso
looks 1o Hne post and tne fuiure 17 convince e Trojans. When he says “Sto
notus U xed (line 5) meaning “us Ulysses (9 knowd he reminds ue Trgyans
Hhat i end novmal for e Greeks b qwe tmom gfts s statement couses tne Tiopns
b ¢ Wam nd pakel Hmem wove LikdY o agree win himn. La0co6wV also kS
about wohok coud nappen lin the fiture i Hhey lettne horse in. for example he
Saus “autheee haec m nostes fobnado est machina muros  (line 0,
4w NS macdiine Was Wade adaNS-EER ouv walls . By Saying this, Laoccan
walces e Trojans Mk aoout what-mis hpice could do fo teir city. K ey behevg
W, fhen fheyy wont bring the horse mfo e city Finally, Laocoon shows=ie
etablishes his own cplnion and acks dpem on it HE SOYs  Budquid d st
twwed Danae et dona feren ks (tive (0) weesra meaning ' WWalone t s, | fean
Hne breeks wen beaning g:fts Tne Trgans now cleary) know what ne finis and
) Wl ko begin fo far e Greeks beanhg 51&: becuu« he doas. Lashiy,

WIS & uge spear ik the
ade 0( e horse, "¢ ingentem mrlkgat: NOSTAM - Compag (ouS aluum contorsit. 0 51

(4




Sample 3A 20of 3

Question1 Question2 Question3 Question4 Question5
@] O L] O O

Begin your respons§ to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
B fakng achon i pcordance with his opiviton, Laocodwn shows e Tigans trat
Hhest avent pst worol, Mhat e achally means Waat he says and will ack on it
\n De Bello Gallico book 5, Ambivix warns He Romans of anaflack oy all Gaul

a\o\-\S Wi e Eeymans. He Ww e baul< ware planning on attacking all
e RomON panmps on e some ooy The TEEIC Romalns ne HellSmis Fo are wany
NOYeOh Goek=ke = ComrorT-abowit. (oo loelieves Haak Hhen) davuldnt go along
Wit Ambionds aduice of Pleeting e camp and Mg o convince e ster Romays.
st he takes ackp back and emivds 4he others of the mest respperae.
responsible 1MKigs 1o do. He beliewes Haat "niil +emere agendum’ ::T{o-mmg <houtd
be done veckiessiv amd mat " Wbernis miussa Cagsaris disserdum |, # (line @)
ey should rit (eave f1e winker comps without Caesars brder (bda also makes
sure 1y addresS e wain concern, that e winter camps will fall fo Hre mmﬂ.
Coto, “0nd e othexs who agreed with T hiim "quanta Svis magnas eham copiag
GEAMAROIUN SUL eV pg';‘s:dr:fnaths Wibemis doce bavt’, Haew were sho wing fnat
e camps could custain gmganumioer of Cerman heops (line 7-8). HE proves
s point with past precendent’ v csse tesnmonio. . dlats fornssime
suchnuering’ (ines £-1). Hert e veminas them Hhat in the previous attack of
T enemy dhe Rowmans weve most brovely fiqhhng and ey were Avie o
Shetatin with mand wounds. Thie helps e otheas remember Hhat theyire fought
Waf e e 2s before wrd==tiey so Heiv camps wort fall i theyve atiacked, "™
rpEaHIOYT,

“because Hnay “wore scavcey avle to belive Hat e unknown and humile stake
of Hhu vaom.sfoﬁ; v dhade make wor on fhe Roman peeple 4 Hntiv own will,
”Qubddl Cwitodew) Ynob(lem. . @ vix erat credendum” (lines 2-4). Tarefore, T4
sl bring the sHUGRON down 1 the counail,  [Haque m ohsilium rom defomunt

(fine %),
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Sample 3A 30of3

Question1 Question2 Question3 Question4 Question5
@) O [ O @)

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

Finally, (effa looks at4ne situahonas a whole m order to convince theotners ., He
ponts out fhree thinpc. First, ‘e frumentana non premi " (line 1), Hhat dhey
werent pressed by fine qraiv supply. Bexk, “inicrea ef ¢x... conventura subsika
(lines 7410, rat help would come fom 1 nearest winter cumps and Onesox-
These two staloments nelp establiih 0t Yhay dovit ieed 1o be worned adowt
wihat Ambiony sald and further provide evidence for his previows ctareavent
fnat 1) shonldnt ac recklessly. Cotfn ends by commenhing oa #1e {ack that
freyhe haning s disagreement - He by soys “t]m'd 285¢t eV . .. hbus mpere
tonsilium®. (Knes 10-10, it is wiore dyial or quraf.eﬁdfhan > Wiake a plan
about the highest (most (mportant) sthuGhons w iha 1he enemu as an advisor ©
(Wit e stakments (otia forees 112 ofhers fo Jake @ step back Gnl -Hoskatmtnt
verald fnink about whot theyre dning and realize fhat Thex) shiouldnt fake
advice Fom e theymy.

Thersfore oot laocoon and (offa use numerous tachey fo afttmpt o persuacte
other s fp agvee with fnom.
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Sample 3B 10f 5

Question1 Question2 Question3 Question4 Question5
@) @) L @) O

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

T nmualwml' both  passages, the sceme s seb for-
cn .'mpmol:nj attack fem tHe tntmy. Beth  Lagcoon and
Cotba wgh atkmpl b Pers-mcﬁt He [wjfr Group about
He weits of Hew ideas, ,%#ﬂ"“‘h‘/ olzkm-'m’nj Wr ulkmak
degbuchon o/ swvivall Tn He  case  of Laccoon, He cribea)
duision 3 whthr o not b acepl e smn?' Ve ne$ S
of a hest ink fhr by ay o 3*‘“ fom  He  Cneles.
For Cottug, and his solditrs, He chece s whthr or nof
o leave Hir camp cad weve b He neaxst  winle-
Tuukrs. & Both Cotbee wnd Lactecn adopt = @ leuss
Pepu‘u( C\I’JﬂMn", howewt 7, both o). Fles Sﬁmp‘tanﬂ\/ . how
Hay chouse o convty tHes  opiniens, Whreas  Leocoon
secvs P spe b o browdtr quditnce u.s-‘nj rietoricel
gquokons and waabuns o Hh past, CoMHa diccts WS
acauMn\- ol-r:o“y b his inkﬂch avditnce  wnd  tmploys
e wse  of prackeally deduced  sukears R bolsks 1. s
poshon. Both e simlar howvts, in hew ey eepley descrphons ob He gy
Both Cottn  cnd  Laccoon  olifhr widely n Heir  auslivaey
o whiev Hey  addass Hes wjumnh, Laveoun musht pesuace
th Tndrm Peple e b 5. e ‘Jﬁﬂjtr that  Does
within  He 6@«:!: 3:’“’“, mmn.'nj He vey £ le
of He by Lo ia He oubcome  ©F WIS pecsuasive
abil by Comsuently , Laccoun seces h e Convey

Our ama b
lats _An— o qs Jﬂf:,! of tn audence &

possblt in  this tase, H Trgan ehzeary (o miseri ...
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Sample 3B 20of5

Question1 Question2 Question3 Question4 Question5
O O % O O

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
c.‘.fgs”-). Ta Mlo*as;;nj te Trejan  cihzenry  as o while  inskad
of st Ibs  Needers,  Lascoon emphasizes T dianess  of
Wy this decsien b his auwdience. e imples Hha b his
waminey g whout  He Grele  gift implicabe ceh  and cveny
Tvyan cib2en i~ sent  weyye This  mefod of Convey
o oG WA b (was conbary b W G pproach Cotha ok,

in which v atkm pkd ] *B—_—ﬁh dare k

his  ogumiat  h oaly  Hhest o charge (Ccomp lurtsque
Fibuni mlbwm  oF pimedm  gidinum  cenbwiones ) By tking
Wiy appocch  <mgm, (ot dfkanfiaks homstld fom Lactoon’s
atempt b bowdia i appeal  of  his  aguaeab  and
inskad elwaks i} in  imporkace, Rabes than e Yo Yl commung

Solditry , whitk wonld implicak tem in L gﬂ“.ﬂ”}’ he cuhs ouk
any rsk of Lc.‘l\j Cor\*‘"md)ckcl b}’ ﬁ(m'I“{.EJ, e goes {Bh}

P owhe s ko owar his word S De———————
Wﬂmt
—q——— Ratler  Hen him wa-‘v\J Yo Pnr\dfr to He

opinons  of  w  sgnihcaatly  men st cmwd  of opinvons,

Cotha cun t;p{d-k hig n.«jurwtn}' and  Contiaue Fo buld M-J'g
H

-

Cotba  enedd  Laccoon Cutler dofhaabak  Hemmseloes v Heor
najumnb ﬂno«;h Her qppm\ekﬂ o rkbrc, wiHh  Lascoon

using rhhcical guishony Yo vaise doubl  about H vc‘"'d"*y
ot He o Greek J.H and Lotk W [e“,.,»\j
ovul  pukerty s stakata s Rr wha} wrll tomt e

o Yot B} o WS ?Inm. Whertas Leoc eon wain§ of daﬂjt{}
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Sample 3B 3of5

Question1 Question2 Question3 Question4 Question5
O O o O @)

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

Cothn  oublines & brighks Pabrt 4 WS argunml s

adopke ., This  cam be Chaly Seen A\ e

Cottn 88  clegdoes He  resources  Hey  would 30{- fom

Caser oamd He  winkle  quarkes (“ex proninmis hiberns tF

o Cotsurt  Conventura subsida™ | AL & Fee  whn M Romen

amy seemed  Jo be despﬂqk p Gwm"""j on  aheuek gd
any  womink  fom a Rocious ey, He puspect of

mort  ptsources weald  pohably appal o omeny

¢ . This s semthing Hak  loth  pndesheds and

‘h*k:g{ employ s in his jagwwm} hi —_— . Th.> vt Hhed

of punbing o prethy  pechurt of e ket it poelichons
7S SoMHr\-’Aj wholly n'jm)rtcj by Llaecceon, whe o (o
pom  Cothe  in et ke wges gim rhledcal  queshons
Jhot  essenhally  ymale He Trejary desbd He wi-J-"*y/p.m'ky
of Mt Crees' inhnhkons Ot such  1AShunce of Hh;y
et  wHNn Lugotoon asks whthks or nol  Hy TQJ'MJ
achally  believe flu Greles  have  bera carned  away (Cred. ks
avecYos  heskes”) Afker fr\cm:li'b\\/ longy pracds  of Fang
Spen+ P:jl\hrvj « gruesont wal, Lagtson points  ocut
fovgh P we oF M quishen A Jow  liwlihe
et He Creley  would  gush  one doy  decde  fo
leavt. He fuler  econbinves  Fhis lim of 'ﬂswjln# L,‘/
askiny) whhthe or nob , even iH Hu/ ol leaw,
woald Moy eaw 9iffs C'al wla putabs  olenq
Carit doli s Danaum ' ). Lavtson asks This  h clely

pont ot Hu Frelshess  ia o sweh o bilief
Pngos




Sample 3B 4 of 5

Question1 Question2 Question3 Question4 Question5
o ® o ® O O

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
fhat W R Creks Gusk JeFh The doub b thal gutbons

SAch &S Hest shss wp g wrol'.bfa-'ﬁy ke Llaccoo~ 5
Mj\,.ﬁn\v in Y end.
)

Both  Cotht wnd  Leaocoonr art Simder in Heir c.fa.,.....nhl.‘-f
approacs n That  Huy cheacka e thir ctmies A g
W) Haa b Caverally/  bolskes He.r Mjuﬂﬂ‘!- Tna Hhe cese
of Laccoon, he i3 coavinced Fhal I Crekes havt  Send
e gifv  as s e, T eordir o Convy s nersagt
in his  argumat ke conjarts  wp He  rmeage ol M

Favons Crtle  Ulysses ,  who used  Fidles and  meschied

P whmakly  geF his rvtage (Sic mebws Ulixes " )

Ta clo.-qj His. Laocoon athmpr to classiby M enbre

e Grele  oumy/ s \oc-nj Similar  h . Uly sses .

Sedpe—te. [ Sievlar chacackizabua of  He o ey

is tapld by (et b encowage Tt amy b Shay

prr. Cothn  calls He emmy bravt  and  able fo  Sush

many wownds C'Quod Primmwm hoskun  impllum  mulhs

ulbe Yulmes bas, Q(k;t-‘»-(’*\i By Chnuckh‘!-'nj He cabe ¢nemy
[PITEER VNS TRUN manner e et gewes cndhilihy, o
hi_s urjnm{n"’ b Sl‘(w')(: which wo thﬂ Lo, + +1"‘"\ g"’((

ey Bom beng  pavoked b o bbbl

In. 'boﬂ'\ 'H.g Chtt‘s G‘P CoH't. g.y\c)' Lgorouf\' H“/

wmusy  peiswade @ lf-.rju greup o Mo posihon. T

SuccesS T~ ‘&"'\3 Se u”ﬂv\a\k‘y Qebkernits  He fle of

Yoth Growps - Despi ke Hais  Surbucelz level S.‘m.lm-'}-\/
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Sample 3B 50f5

Question1 Question2 Question3 Question4 Question5
@] O ® O @)

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

‘n ShaaRuns, btk hle graadly dlbhvand gpprotes
,'D L‘Jo..xj S0, l-"lﬂ'\ Co”’ﬂ Pr.l:n}oﬂ.j bf*jh"' P'C'L“rtj

of He fubhrt gad Luoceen rﬁ_ Lsing  rhehiica)
Queshony b Seed doabt _Yout e Greles © prae
inkabons ¢ Furhomert, Hay dffes in He siee of v
buthinct Jo wheh  Yhy uppte! . witk  Laoceen ﬁ-,nt:m'*j
e enkit  cihuany  and Gk o\, Yk peple Mqhﬂj
He decsions. Depu  this, bolh  wst chanckas whong
of N emmy @M b bolske th.r  poshons o e

Suce (5 5,
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Sample 3C 1 of 1

Question1 Question2 Question3 Question4 Question5

O O L ] O O

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

Both Lagcesn and (otta ae specific leades (n Loth passages and
both shew themn {ng!‘tiﬂj abst the vneeAmin? stvation,

Ih Passage A, Laocecn describes aboot the Tmjan war and tnes
P persvade his listena’s 1o plan oot what +heY shold dd, T lines
4-6, he \ists out some of the soldiers fRm the ehemy side and
explahy that they need v devise a wayo ambush themiy Lattle,
In lints§-9, he  alie sugqestg they L. +he Tran hoe
sneak o the Tem%g vancticed, This wilisoon |ead fo
the hose befng bowht /n as agf+ and +hen the Greeks
ambish/attack  +he T@’“M; Laocosn peswaduhis listene
'H"ﬂ’@h carefu| F[ﬂnnfry and Pe@uﬂuff/f fone.

Tnpasage B, Cotta Agscedts abort the & winfer season

a5 his acmy Amrels to the German terrtary, T lines 3-Y,

ot eKplains the Fave | P\Ah as +beg Aravel thoegh the Eburonts ;

movning and face de many battles, He said +hat Rome
shall gtay Stng dand fight eati| I¥'s over; Later in lines 9- 1D,

Cofta a\p alks abot the distribtitn of gang f» the soldies, |

te e;cplafn.f to his |stenea that Food mahons ae scace
and that by (s impetfant 4o Aistbte +the food in q nayse
Hat thees eNgh 4+ suvive the wintrr

Both Laccesn and cotta pegude thelr 1atened yhpeph

tne and carefel plthﬁh\«j,

S —

h

T ———
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AP® Latin 2021 Scoring Commentary

Question 3
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

Responses were expected to demonstrate clear and coherent arguments about Latin texts and Roman culture,
overall comprehension of Latin readings outlined in the course syllabus, and analysis, analysis of the effects of
language usage and stylistic features in Latin texts.

Sample: 3A
Score: 5

The essay presents a strong analysis of the speeches of both Laocoon and Cotta, which consistently aligns with
copious Latin evidence. The student also consistently uses inferences and draws conclusions from the Latin text
and uses specific contextual references to support the essay’s analysis.

The student draws textual support from throughout both passages to discuss the motivations of both Laocoon
and Cotta. Thus, for instance, in order to support their claim that Laocoon tries to convince with his manner of
speaking, the essay cites line 2 (Laocoon ardens summa decurrit ab arce). It then continues with the detailed
inference: “The fact that he’s described as burning and because he runs down from the highest citadel, the
Trojans would sense his alarm, making them more likely to listen to him with his first statement, ‘O miseri, quae
tanta insania, cives? (line 3).” The essay also quotes accurately from Lines 5 and 7, and nicely concludes the
discussion with “Laocoon shows the Trojans that these aren’t just words, that he actually means what he says
and will act on it.”

Concerning Passage B, the essay wades into the discussion of the situation saying that, advising against
Ambiorix’s suggestions, Cotta “reminds the others of the most responsible things to do. He believes that ‘nihil
temere agendum’ (line 6), nothing should be done recklessly and that ‘ex hibernis iunussa Caesaris discendum’
(line 6), they shouldn’t leave the winter camps without Cesar’s order.” The student juxtaposes Ambiorix’s
arguments with Cotta’s, using ample Latin citations from through Lines 2-4, 7-8, 9, and 10-11, to support their
argument that Cotta both “address[es] the main concern, that the winter camps will fall to the enemy” and “looks
at the situation as a whole in order to convince the others.” The essay concludes by saying that Cotta forces them
to “realize that they shouldn’t take advice from the enemy.”

Sample: 3B
Score: 3

This essay presents an adequate analysis of the rhetorical strategies of both Laocoon and Cotta, but the overall
quality of the essay is weakened by the presence of only a small number of accurately translated Latin citations,
superficial or misconstrued inferences, and a weaker treatment of the context for Passage B.

In their discussion of either passage, the student rarely uses explicit, accurate citations to the Latin text to
support their arguments. For Passage A, the student does not cite lines from throughout the passage (only from
lines 3, 4, 4-5, and 5). In these citations the strongest inference comes when they argue that Laocoon reinforces
his argument for Greek trickery by “conjur[ing] up the image of the famous Greek Ulysses [...] (Sic notus Ulixes?),
but the inference could have been stronger by relating the point specifically to the whole Latin citation. For
Passage B, the student only cites lines 5, 6, and 8-9. And of these, in particular, the essay’s contrast between the
audience of Laocoon—all of Troy—and of Cotta— “only those in charge” —using “Compluresque]...] centuriones”
as support represents a superficial inference. Moreover, the essay’s suggestion that Cotta discussion of the
Germans in lines 8-9 represents a favorable representation of the enemy illustrates the essay’s weaker discussion
of the context of Passage B.

”»
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AP® Latin 2021 Scoring Commentary

Question 3 (continued)

Despite a sustained analysis of the rhetorical strategies of both Laocoon and Cotta, the relative lack of accurate
Latin citations and specific conclusions drawn from these citations earned this essay a 3.

Sample: 3C
Score: 1

This essay presents poor quality analysis because the response doesn’t indicate any specific recognition of the
passages themselves or their context. For instance, the response’s introduction represents a vague restatement
of the prompt: “Both Laocoon and Cotta are specific leaders in both passages and both show them speaking
about the uncertain situation.” The response provides no specific and accurate Latin support, and where it
cites lines from the passage, it misinterprets them: for example, the response cites Passage A lines 4-6 as an
explanation of how the Trojans “need to device a way to ambush [the Greeks] in battle.” However, the
misunderstanding of general context is more pronounced for Passage B than Passage A. While the essay does
include inferences about the Latin, namely that “Laocoon and Cotta persuade their listeners through tone and
careful planning,” these inferences are flawed due to the lack of understanding of the Latin.

© 2021 College Board.
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