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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Guidelines

Question 4: Cultural Presentation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests competence in Demonstrates Suggests excellence in Demonstrates excellence

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

competence in
presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

presentational speaking
and cultural knowledge

in presentational
speaking and cultural
knowledge

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses
prompt only minimally

Lacks organization and
coherence; very disjointed
sentences or isolated
words

Cultural information has
frequent or significant
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses
topic only marginally or
addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information

generally lacks organization

and coherence; minimal or
no use of transitional
elements and cohesive
devices; fragmented
sentences

Cultural information has
several inaccuracies

* Presentation addresses
topic directly but may not
address all aspects of
prompt

¢ Portions may lack
organization or coherence;
infrequent use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices;
disconnected sentences

e Cultural information is
generally correct but has
some inaccuracies

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt but may
lack detail or elaboration

Generally organized and
coherent; use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent; discourse of
paragraph length, although
sentences may be loosely
connected

Cultural information is

accurate but may lack
detail

* Presentation addresses all

aspects of prompt

¢ Well organized and

coherent, with a
progression of ideas that is
generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices;
connected discourse of
paragraph length

e Cultural information is

accurate and detailed

* Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail

Well organized and
coherent, with a clear
progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional
elements and cohesive
devices; well-connected
discourse of paragraph
length

Cultural information is

ample, accurate, and
detailed

DELIVERY

Very labored pace and
intonation, with constant
hesitation and repetition

Frequent errors in
pronunciation (including
tones) necessitate intense
listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Labored pace and
intonation, with frequent
hesitation and repetition

Frequent errors in
pronunciation (including
tones) necessitate constant
listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

¢ Inconsistent pace and
intonation, with hesitation
and repetition that
interfere with
comprehension

e Errors in pronunciation
(including tones)
sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

e Use of register appropriate
to situation is inconsistent
or includes many errors

Generally consistent pace
and intonation, with
intermittent hesitation and
repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including
tones), which do not
necessitate special listener
effort

May include several lapses
in otherwise consistent use
of register appropriate to
situation

Smooth pace and
intonation, with occasional
hesitation and repetition

Occasional errors in
pronunciation (including
tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Natural pace and
intonation, with minimal
hesitation or repetition

Accurate pronunciation
(including tones), with
minimal errors

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

LANGUAGE USE

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures,
with frequent errors that
significantly obscure
meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure
meaning; repeated
interference from another
language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure
meaning

e Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms,
with frequent errors that
sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

e Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes
obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
vocabulary and idioms,
with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures,
with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning

Appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with sporadic
errors

Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

e Rich and appropriate

vocabulary and idioms,
with minimal errors

¢ Wide range of grammatical

structures, with minimal
errors
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Guidelines

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE - Contains nothing that earns credit

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic
¢ Notin Mandarin Chinese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

Note: Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts
of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This question assessed speaking ability in the presentational mode of communication by requiring students to
give an oral presentation on a specific Chinese cultural topic as if they were speaking to their Chinese class.
The 2021 question is related to the Units on the Influences of Beauty and Art and the Influence of Language
and Culture of the AP Chinese Language and Culture. It comprised a single prompt, which identified the
cultural topic and asked students to select an example of that topic, describe it, and explain its significance.
Students were allotted 4 minutes to prepare and 2 minutes to deliver their presentation. In addition to linguistic
accuracy in forming coherent and cohesive discourse, students had to demonstrate cultural appropriateness in
describing and analyzing the specified cultural practice, product, or perspective. Responses to this question
were expected to demonstrate accurate cultural knowledge. The question for 2021 was as follows:

Choose ONE aspect of Chinese culture that you especially appreciate (Chinese characters, Chinese martial
arts, Chinese painting, etc.). In your presentation, describe this aspect of Chinese culture and explain its
significance.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

KEU, S RBELHRKE S ZWN B SCCEE[zhonglyao3]iHh 7y, £ X4 s, BEKR, T3¢ ARZ,
W 2[zhonglyao3| 4 5, HE, mEZENZEMEE, FMEECRIFRE T, ftum £l T, 2 —{@ZA
Wpfi, A P RSB0 M, [, W, MMEME—4SE, WMEE um &M, BE, BE—g R, um S[EW
MR, fhis, MRS, —MEA—KNER, WA, G —M@F2 um S8, um F15, EHok, Frbhd sk
B ES, 25—, N EER2E, S -giieEs, ol s oRiE M um F2E, um b, EEFE
i, ABERE.. 0, SBELSRIREE, HAhM, ZERM—ME9EH =2 [zhonglyao3]HiE B, AEE A KIPER
FRRA—HLI, BT BUBAMI T ge2, FALMEI 7k, MEEA—HKN . REM[FENA S RIRE, Z, M, F—M
45 R R E 2 [zhonglyao3], 4y um %5 &#IAM, (FMEEEmNER, WRAMRAELE, RIMEEA,
B, e um BB, FrURES um B, fX ML E, MRREEY, I, EMERA KK, = umig
P45, PN, HERMLE, AEZREE R, WFR, um Ik, TRLEFE, REZEZMHAE. Sl
R BB AR

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge that addresses all
aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and detail. The vivid story of Confucius treating his pupils differently
according to their individual characters is a telling example of KA i 2t (GE16 4 = R R EE, KA, Z3kim
— AR E R E . BRE N VRS ER R AR B, BT RARARAM Tk, AR A —EK).

The response is well organized with a clear progression of the story, proceeding from Confucius' pupils’
questions to the master’s answers and concluding with the candidate’s own comment. It is also noteworthy
how the candidate emphasizes the importance of % &, which reveals the student’s cultural and intellectual
sensitivity (B — A& S &SR ELE, FNALTTHEIAM, EMOMEEEREE, WRAMRAELS, RIMNEE,
R, H R BB ).

© 2021 College Board.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

The response presents a rich vocabulary appropriate to the story (KA i #i; 25 22; 1 H; Phkg; FAL 287, 383k
LA A 5 £ BB & %2 37). Grammatical errors are minimal (5 -%k; 351%; % 5%). Pace and intonation are natural
with minimal hesitation and repetition (& #[zhonglyao3]).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

PR, S RIAEEIRM . . B BER SR BOC, FrRlRAgZE, KAR[dil]ZEAThenl R MBS . KARZE . B3R
E[shen3|#81RAEFE . . KZEEIRL wa . . WHRIFIL. EHEA[gong3]EIRATLLE R . . IRZ NKARZE, | . Khk
Z L BEEMK .0 RE, L EFSGHE, L WRIRMA . —EEE, RE . S wend] ZAT . L BERM AR
Z&, BB . umum # . ORKEEE DR . ARSR, FAFK .. MR anl ging2 . . KAEZE .. uh BHESOL ..
WAEER, FAKBEAR .. RIOFEL. PERAREE .. KRE. W [rodR . 3R E . HE, . RAELG
[chong2]BH A [, FrbAFKEILL . . KAz,

Commentary

The response focuses on X##Z, a unique Chinese traditional exercise. It states from the beginning its impact
on and benefits to the student (3 [henl1]#= (& 5, KARZEWH ARG I, WRBTAME .. —FFR, Kz R RM . .
AEER). While accurate, the response lacks detail in its description of the exercise. Sentences are loosely
connected. Pace is generally consistent, with intermittent hesitation and repetition (¥ . . *18 anl qing2 . . K&
% . uh BB . IREEE). Vocabulary and grammatical structures used are mostly appropriate, with
errors (KMRZE .. HEERATH .. 0 . . 1R1F) that do not obscure meaning.

The response could have been improved had the student provided a more detailed description of the exercise
KAk%, and presented with a more tightly connected structure. Overall, this response demonstrates
competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

PR, TR BT [haol]f) 4 3L um PR IE 2 uh B S, AR R AR A uh IR AARTIR 2 A\ um %
oS E? DR At M &R A 1R 22 Bt v] DU A M KR G I AR 2 N3EW SN A R IFE A R Z MBAGRAEIER IR .
Um FRABRZ A Un B2 2 NAEF S8 B &AM b e f s e A e M i X BRI E £ uh 1R
RIRAE R BT, R2 NEECE? MERAE uh AR, NEIREH . RGNS B S5, IMMeAE
A 1 DR R AP PR e e AR A AN 1 A At AT DR 2 e R A e S O AR . uh B ELA. . AR

Commentary

This response addresses the prompt only marginally. It takes listener effort to sift through scattered
information before one may get a vague sense of the intended topic (*1[# #). Who likes H1 [ #&? 1R £ 12 \? fih
M & MiEEE5? Why do they like it? 18 2 2R 2 3EH 175 ? Fragmented sentences increase the difficulty
on the part of a listener (fRZ A\ um ZMHuE[H? K A4 ER4 1R 2 5 7). Cultural information has significant
inaccuracies (R NE#E? AL uh AANERE, AHREGM .. RiFHEEE#). Lack of organization and
coherence affects comprehension of the presentation.

© 2021 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.



AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Commentary

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Frequent errors in pronunciation and intonation necessitate constant listener effort (& #f[haol]f] & 3 f#)), in
particular errors in the key word (321 &) that significantly obscure the intended meaning. Limited grammar
structures and appropriate vocabulary further jeopardize comprehension. The response would be improved
with increased control of basic language skills. Better and clearer information on the subject 4 & would be
no doubt of help. Overall, this response suggests lack of competence in presentational speaking and cultural
knowledge.
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