AP Chinese Language

and Culture

Sample Student Responses
and Scoring Commentary

Inside:

Interpersonal Speaking—Conversation
I Scoring Guideline
M Student Samples

I Scoring Commentary

© 2021 College Board. College Board, Advanced Placement, AP, AP Central, and the acorn logo are registered
trademarks of College Board. Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.

AP Central is the official online home for the AP Program: apcentral.collegeboard.org.


https://collegeboard.org
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org

AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Guidelines

Question 3: Conversation 6 points

General Scoring Note
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according to

the preponderance of evidence.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Guidelines

1 2 3 4 5 6
Very weak Weak Adequate Good Very good Excellent
Demonstrates lack of Suggests lack of Suggests competence in Demonstrates Suggests excellence in Demonstrates excellence

competence in
interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

interpersonal speaking

competence in
interpersonal speaking

interpersonal speaking

in interpersonal speaking

Addresses prompt

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

Directly addresses

e Directly addresses

e Directly addresses

2 minimally or marginally prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides prompt and provides a prompt and provides a
g an appropriate but basic but appropriate an appropriate thorough and very thorough and
Ll incomplete answer answer response appropriate response; appropriate response;
% may include includes elaboration
8 elaboration and detail and detail
X Very disjointed e Fragmented sentences e Disconnected sentences Sentences may be Connected sentences e Smoothly connected
E sentences or isolated loosely connected sentences
words
Very labored pace and e labored pace and e Inconsistent pace and Generally consistent Smooth pace and e Natural pace and
intonation, with intonation, with intonation, with pace and intonation, intonation, with intonation, with
constant hesitation and frequent hesitation and hesitation and with intermittent occasional hesitation minimal hesitation or
repetition repetition repetition that hesitation and and repetition repetition
interfere with repetition
comprehension
> Frequent errors in e Frequent errorsin e Errorsin pronunciation May have several Occasional errors in e Accurate pronunciation
E pronunciation pronunciation (including tones) errors in pronunciation pronunciation (including tones), with
; (including tones) (including tones) sometimes necessitate (including tones), which (including tones) minimal errors
g necessitate intense necessitate constant special listener effort do not necessitate
listener effort listener effort special listener effort
Constant use of register e Frequent use of e Use of register May include several Consistent use of e Consistent use of
inappropriate to register inappropriate appropriate to lapses in otherwise register appropriate to register appropriate to
situation to situation situation is inconsistent consistent use of situation except for situation
or includes many errors register appropriate to occasional lapses
situation
Insufficient, e Minimal appropriate e Limited appropriate Mostly appropriate Appropriate vocabulary e Rich and appropriate
w inappropriate vocabulary, with vocabulary and idioms, vocabulary and idioms, and idioms, with vocabulary and idioms,
=) vocabulary, with frequent errors that with frequent errors with errors that do not sporadic errors with minimal errors
G frequent errors that obscure meaning; that sometimes generally obscure
g significantly obscure repeated interference obscure meaning; meaning
(O] meaning; constant from another language intermittent
% interference from interference from

another language

another language
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e Little or no control of

grammatical structures,
with frequent errors

e Limited grammatical

structures, with
frequent errors that
obscure meaning

Mostly simple
grammatical structures,
with frequent errors
that sometimes

that significantly

obscure meaning obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures,
with errors that do not
generally obscure
meaning

e Variety of grammatical

structures, with
sporadic errors

e Wide range of

grammatical structures,
with minimal errors

Score of 0: UNACCEPTABLE - Contains nothing that earns credit

Mere restatement of the prompt

Clearly does not respond to the prompt

“I don’t know,” “I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Chinese
Not in Mandarin Chinese

NR (No Response): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been excerpted.
Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This question assessed speaking ability in the interpersonal mode of communication by having students
respond to a series of six questions in a simulated conversation about planning a trip to China. The course
content related to the conversation is geography, tourism, and travel, which are in the Units on Factors that
Impact the Quality of Life and other topics. Students were allotted 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the
conversation. Students had to demonstrate an ability to interact appropriately, given the specified cultural
context, in an unrehearsed, spontaneous fashion, and their responses were expected to reflect integration of a
variety of critical thinking skills—such as analyzation, synthesis, and evaluation—in the process of meaning
negotiation. The following was the questions for the 2021 conversation:

L AT, Wi ZE R E R 17, R T AR Al i 2 R E 2 9 2 A8 IR fix
%7

2. RREFEGRAT, ROFTEEBAIRT S ? 4
3. TEHEMEAR, B 7 EIBAIRATETT AN, IRE SR AR AT A E? A
4. EHEIRITZHT, PRI ZEMEAt A nE%?
5. [BIREINE, FRAESEHARPEEALYTRIK? A4
6. IXREHE, PRUAFXRATE: ] S F A AR B ?
Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
FM[xianglFEF R L, B3R na2l R A 7, WA SRR ANTBE: 7. Ft 5 B R AE R R AR
[tai3]E4A K[tail#s, A ARET Al

Commentary

The response addresses both questions of the prompt, providing a thorough and elaborative answer to the
question (IF AN, T, HEERARAMEE L ERAT 7, S8R 11 AR EEIRE 25 R B 2 Rt AR ISR IRp (e 22 2 ).
Sentences are smoothly connected (e.g., # A [xiang1]fEH R LH B, KA. RWEIE. FrLl.... ). The
speaking pace and intonation are natural, without hesitation and repetition. The use of register is consistently
appropriate (e.g., #¢#8, t1). Rich and appropriate vocabulary is used (e.q., R [i]; B2 JiE:; 47ik). A good range
of grammatical structures is provided ( A KEAKE, K %... LA, 1), Although the response received a score
of 6, it can be improved by using more accurate vocabulary (e.g., using /~_Fi} to replace %4 £:4% and K to
replace (%%, and deleting 7E before & X . ). There is also room for tone improvement (e.qg., #&[xiangl], #[na2],
[tai3]). At the 6 score level, minimal errors are acceptable. This response demonstrates excellence in
interpersonal speaking.

© 2021 College Board.
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AP® Chinese Language and Culture 2021 Scoring Commentary

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
FAM[menl)fE [zail] . . B HINlu3] B, FoAM LR B2 IR 2 [re3] T 2 A 2R3 [leng4]. FRAMZE ZALS K.

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer (FAf7. . 76. . E#NEFEH. &K
112 K A R IR B4 AT /&2 N2 1R ¥4). Sentences are loosely connected (e.g., FAM 2K AR R AR RAEIRE . R A
#1:4K). The speaking pace is consistent with intermittent hesitation (e.g., #& M. . 7£ . . £/~ F1[#H). Errors
in tones do not necessitate special listener effort (e.g., 1] [menl]; 7E [zail]; 7~ [liu3]; 24 [re3]; ¥ [leng4]). The
response includes mostly appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures with errors that do not obscure
meaning (e.g., 7t . . EH/N; ZIRETRARIRE; TR ALK 4 K). The response could have received a higher
score had it included more details and the sentences were better connected (e.g., FRA" &k K 5% A1 5 a5
K FrEl; ANFERE KA IR 22). Tt could also be improved by using correct vocabulary and grammar structures
(e.g., deleting the verb 2 in ZIR R 2 AZIRA), and using the correct word order and words (e.g., using F.1
A RA_E# to replace MR £44K). This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
FAM[menl]. . W .. FLA7E[zai3] . . T Hyue3]Z=H .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer, i.e., the
reason for time preference is not addressed (A4 B R A ER{E 2?2 ). The speaking pace is labored with
frequent hesitation and repetition (e.g., A" .. W . . FAMAE .. '~ H L [H). There are frequent tone errors that
necessitate listener effort (e.g., ff[menl], #E[zai3], A [yue3]). There are errors in vocabulary and grammatical
structures that obscure meaning, e.g., the preposition 7E should be deleted and the classifier il should be
produced before the noun A in the sentence F{7E[zai3] . . ~ A[yue3] £+ . The appropriate vocabulary is
minimal and grammatical structures are very limited. The response could have earned a higher score had it
stated a reason why the next month is preferred (e.g., /M i A @ AN &R T, RAZRIR 7). As it is, the
response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
WAMITHE LA, HAI RPN E A, bt uh BARZHE, JMATUL uh TP BRSOk, SR8 5 .
534k, bt uh ST AR, AR AR

Commentary

The response addresses both parts of the prompt directly and provides a thorough answer to the question of 7/}
9T S Z MR 3 T Bl 5 2 2941 BR? The student first answers the question by stating the city that the class
planned to visit (F 47 % 2= 1t 37) and then explains why they wanted to go (K 2t 5t & F B i i 5, AR £
= R] DL T e B ) S Ak, 48 B 5 r). Further elaboration and details are added (37 JF 5 2, JEH S4).
The speaking pace is natural, and pronunciation is accurate, with minimal hesitation and errors (342 [biao3]).
Rich and appropriate vocabulary is used (/5 #f; #uf%; 1 fi#; SC1k; & #4). A good range of grammatical
structures is also used, such as [ &, i#45, and 7 4}F. Although the response received a score of 6, it can still be
strengthened by properly using specifiers, such as # it or #'2E and iE . In the sentences b HTIE A 1R £ A
and Jb iy T AR 5% if the student used #8852 and B {F to replace Jb it respectively, the response would be
stronger. At the 6 score level, minimal errors such as these are still acceptable. This response demonstrates
excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

Uh JA - RINAEAL TN Kyt — {0 uh 2 KR9307, FAME L RPN AE Al s, EAERMESE .. fblr.

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer (3125 EIRE AL 5T K A& — 1
uh & KT, FRAM 25 K 22 P R A L 50). Sentences are loosely connected (e.g., ##%). The speaking
pace is generally consistent with intermittent hesitation. The sample includes mostly appropriate vocabulary
and grammatical structures with errors that do not generally obscure meaning, such as f& K J7, Fdf1 2k
= .. B 5. The response could have received a higher score had it included more details (e.g., FAf %K%
PR &iE & — A A Y, Wiadiy. BAERMENE, &FHBESMHJ7). The response demonstrates

competence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Hmm QR FE T LA R BT, AL, @22 .. Jbuh bifg, FAMME, R

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer (Hmm 1 5§ £
Al L E R T, FAE £ IE ). The student seems to understand the prompt, but the attempt to address it is
incomplete ([X A", 18). The speaking pace is labored, with hesitation and errors in pronunciation and
word choice, such as #¢#8[xiangl], Fi#[shang3 hai4], and i# & should be 5i# . The sample contains minimal
appropriate vocabulary, with errors that obscure meaning. This response would earn a higher score had it
completed the sentence addressing the second part of the prompt, for example, X B2 1R KT, HIHE
HiHh 7. As it is, the sample suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.

© 2021 College Board.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Lt yed|Eng B AE R AR, HIERAMES R H e, AR BISR Rz i) . AR S8 uh R750% uh
Wz VU1 cai2], PR A3 il B AR BRI

Commentary

The response addresses both parts of the prompt (/i F CIE Mt EE =, %41 2) directly and provides a
thorough and appropriate response with elaboration and details (877 & ff #4545 1], HE 1A 43 10 7 5L R A
RGP B S A7 (4 W7 DY )1 3 AR BiKISE). The sentences are smoothly connected with 9, [K1 2, and 45 7| 2
to develop the elaboration step by step. The response is delivered with a natural pace and intonation with
minimal hesitation (uh %5/3)% uh % ]U)1|3%) and the pronunciation is accurate with minimal errors (3%[cai2]).
Rich and appropriate vocabulary is used (%75 #-Ek 1; HuiE 1 SH45H; DU)113%; 1R B, #5571). A good range of
grammatical structures is also used, such as t; [ %; and #¥J3%:. Though the response contains a minor
sentence error in 1 [E 24112 1) which has an extra Y] at the end of the sentence, minimal errors such as
this are still acceptable. This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
Fe[wolliE 8 b i R Yki[cheng4d], %Ik [wol]BE Efi[chengdl )& R . . A B[xing3]#k, F*[wol]E 7 um bt
f .. um.. B uh k2

Commentary

The response directly addresses both parts of the prompt (48 {i {1 B =% and %11 %) and provides an
appropriate answer (F[wol]i& 48 2 b 5t (K- E 4 [chengd], K% Fk[woll 5 Fdg[chengd] /2R . . £ F[xing3]ik).
The sentences are loosely connected. For example, the two sentences F[wol]## 73 E[cheng4] /218 . . f B
[xing3]## and FK[wollEHILA1 . . um . P um C{b & are not well connected. The pace is generally
consistent with intermittent hesitation and repetition (um Jb5{/# . . um . . 74 uh XL A&). It has errors in tones
(F[woll; #[cheng4]; #i[xing3]), which do not necessitate special effort from the listener. The vocabulary and
idioms are mostly appropriate (£3; 1t 5{; FLi#l; W 1k). Grammatical structures are mostly appropriate with
errors that do not obscure meaning. For example, in £3f[cheng4]/ 21k . . F Fl[xing3]#k, the use of A Fi#l is not
correct, but it does not obscure the meaning of F ¥R 1R A Fli#l. The response could have earned a higher
score if it had completed the 31t sentence to add some thoroughness to the content, and correctly used the
grammatical pattern (¥f...5 E ). The response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
FAH X [chul]. . [cough]..uh..%[chud]. . uh. .#T[dal] . K [maljongl] BRI, . yeah . . too much

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer. It does not
answer the question £3{1/# in the prompt. The content of the response is very limited in only one fragmented
sentence (A8 2 [chul] . . #T[dal] . . #¥$[maljongl] #R1th[F]). The response is delivered in a labored pace with
frequent hesitation and repetition (Z[chul]. . [cough] .. uh . .Z[chu4]. . uh. .fT[dal] . .Fk#¥). Frequent errors in
pronunciation and tones necessitate constant listener effort (Z[chul]; J[dal].. Fi#[maljongl]). The
response includes minimal appropriate vocabulary (¥; 48; 2; #7; #; fih; () with repeated interference from
another language (yeah; too much). The grammatical structures are limited with errors that obscure meaning
(#T[dal] . . ##[maljongl] At [). The response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking.

© 2021 College Board.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)

M EE BRI, FREHEBIERIRE, PFrolRM o ge @ 28 iE 1. A, AR

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate response (8 k%
B R HEER R B, FrDAIRM A BefE E E MG 7. JA. F4E A< R). Its sentences are smoothly connected. The
response has minimal hesitation (uh {7 % uh H). The pronunciation is accurate. The use of register is
appropriate to the situation. The response uses rich and appropriate vocabulary such as 1§71, %5 4#, %34l with
minimal errors (¥4 fiR). The response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
AN AR sh. . /.. um you yao ye H#ES um . . BYEAH xifu um 1

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate response (%74 %) with intermittent

hesitation. It has several errors in tones (#¥[gian1], &%J[shilwul]) and pronunciation (ye you [yao4 you3],

xilful), but do not necessitate special listener effort. The response uses mostly appropriate vocabulary (47;
#-7) with grammatical errors (e.g., A ¥ sh .. Y . . ) that do not generally obscure meaning, but the

response could be improved by better control of grammatical structures and fluency. The demonstrates

competence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
uh.. & .. CEMKRCEKEM L+ uh B uh B % uh FEREERZ N EZBATEL uh /857 LA uh

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer. It does not
answer the question on {1 EE¥EH. It is delivered with labored pace (uh . . 3 . . 484 Ik C.4%), and uses
minimal vocabulary (%1%) and limited grammatical structures (X1 45). The response suggests lack of
competence in interpersonal speaking.

© 2021 College Board.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
REE —LLHTAR, N A RRASASE — MR E E AL, W T15IE R B 1 % zhuang2] . Jir DAk 3 H — L BT4E.
Wi = BETANN E %[an3], BAMRA SRR . ProlREE —LeEi4t,

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate response to the
question (|21 5 (KA, URAEE AR s PU i #2485 [ 8 2 244182 ). The response provides a specific gift (R & E
B74%) and explains the reason for buying that gift (A 2K UEEEEE B F 84K, W RIE R EERIZEM . . IR
EEETAR B ). The sentences are connected smoothly by using cohesive devices (X1 %...A7LL...). The
response has a natural pace with minimal hesitation. Rich and appropriate vocabulary (3£ 6fi; [EZ) is used.
There are minimal errors in tones (#4[zhuang2]#f; [ %[an2 ]) and minimal errors in grammatical structures: &
=, BEIRA = A, Overall, the response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
F# E [maid] b B )i kuai2] 7184 1 [HZ5[chal]. FeE[ting2]#R[shuod] T [ %5 [chal]7E fl[bied] H[di2] /7, b
ji|[bied] ) h[di2] )7 B &f . FAR[hend] =8 7% .

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt with an appropriate answer (% & [ FEH PP 2. ). It
also provides some details (543 1 B 1) 4% Ll b 5 58 47 FRAR 558K 2%%). The speaking pace is generally
consistent, with intermittent hesitation. There are some errors in pronunciation including tones, but they do

not necessitate special listener effort. For example: %% & [mai4] = B 1 #i[kuai2] F; F [BE[guod]Zk[chal]; FkHE
[ting2]&it[shuo4]; Hi[bie4]IH[di2] /7; 1R [hen4]=#X. The vocabulary and grammatical structures are mostly
appropriate. There are some errors that do not generally obscure meaning (& [mai4]™ B 1 #i[kuai2] F;
[guo4]Zs[chal]; FHE[ting2]5it [shuod]; FEmE H R 2572 A i 7y, Lesl i 7 88 4% . ). The response could
receive a higher score if it had provided more explanations of buying # ¥ and delivered in more accurate tones.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
P H[dai3] & B E [zhi2] U[jid] FH [yong3]dh[pin2]. A& 7E H'[zhong3][H[guo4]Fk & [mai4]
IR Z Rty br[wand] IR Ph . BV U E R ..

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate response (F & #4 Ik; 76+ B H 1R £ 17
L) 7H), but the response does not provide the reason. It's an incomplete answer. The fragmented sentences
in the response necessitate special listener effort (e.g., & #4 AR H [zhi2] C\[ji4] FH[yong3] & [pin2]; &4 i
L .. ). The response has frequent errors in pronunciation and tones (7#[dai3]4<iRk; 7E *[zhong3]E & &
[mai4]; 1R [hen4]% & i1 Ii[wan4] /) 3K 75). The response uses limited grammatical structure, with frequent errors
that obscure meaning, such as F & 4< AR F1 H [zhi2] C.[ji4]H[yong3] i [pin2]; & R E R IF B &G, ey
H 2B, The response could have earned a higher score had it provided a complete answer. For example,
naming a specific gift and stating why to buy it. This sample suggests lack of competence in interpersonal
speaking.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 6

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
uh e RIS H ), KR uh F-AMT AT AR S o B R AG [hua2), 18 A M g uh A e 46 FRAM A B
[iin3yan2], uh #2 G AR AR T BN B AT BRGE, 1847 AT DAE: 31— S 4k [hua2] A1 Hh 28 ) JEE 58

Commentary

The response directly addressed the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate response. It includes
elaboration and details (IR & [ B\ &, & 48 BAMAR ST, v CAEE 3 — 524k A e B (7 JFE 52). The sentences are
mostly connected. The pace and intonation are smooth with some hesitation. There are occasional errors in
pronunciation, including tones (5%[hua2]; £ 5#[jin3yan2]; 1t[hua2]). The response includes appropriate, but not
rich, vocabulary and idioms (#R; 443 AM4%Es; 1k; JFE 22) and a variety of grammatical structures, with sporadic

errors (A F% uh F&AM AT DAFRECA o B A BiaE [hua2], 326 M€ uh b & 46 R AM A B in3yan2]).

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
uh..#..sh.. &7 chud PEEEM. 4, . HNE .. &S ..uh..F.. P .. uh..chud..uh.. FH
(zhong4guo) A\ . .uh..

Commentary

The response directly addresses prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer (#4715 chu4 1[0 £:3
R, . FRakE. .08 .. & .. 73). However, its sentences are disconnected. Its pace and intonation are
inconsistent with hesitation and repetition that interfere with comprehension. The response also includes some
errors in pronunciation and tones that sometimes necessitate special listener effort (chu4 # &, chu4..uh ..+
& [zhong4guo] \). The response uses limited appropriate vocabulary and idioms (£3; K &; %8 7). Its
grammatical structures are mostly simple, with frequent errors that sometimes obscure meaning (F4f% . .
uh../. ... uh..chu4..uh..$[ (zhong4guo) A\ ..uh..).

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response(s)
uh.. 3. .f6hx.. . .vh..#F .. uh. . BK

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt minimally (¥% 7 3C) with very disjointed sentences or isolated words. Its
pace and intonation are very labored (uh .. % .. g 3C .. & .. uh .. B+ 30) with constant hesitation and
repetition. Its vocabulary is insufficient. The response shows little or no control of grammatical structures (3 . .

AEHSC.)
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