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Question 2 
 

4 points 
 
Part A: 1 point 
 
One point is earned for identifying the political affiliation of people who are most likely to believe elected 
officials should compromise. 

• Democrats 

Part B: 1 point 

One point is earned for describing the difference between Democrats and Republicans on their attitudes of 
whether government officials should stick to their principles, based on the data in the bar graph. 

• More Republicans compared to Democrats think that government officials should stick to their 
principles. 

• 55% of Republicans compared to 34% of Democrats think that government officials should stick to 
their principles. 

Part C: 1 point 

One point is earned for explaining how the data in the bar graph could influence how a Republican candidate 
would shift his or her campaign positions after securing the Republican nomination for president. 

• The Republican candidate will likely promise to stick to conservative principles in the primary, but 
then decide to shift toward compromise in the general election. 

Part D: 1 point 

One point is earned for explaining how the data in the bar graph could affect policy making interactions 
between the president and Congress. 

• Policy making is easier when the president and Congress are from the same political party/unified 
government. 

• Policy making is more difficult when the president and Congress are from different political 
parties/divided government. 

• The president or Congress is likely to compromise when making policy to appeal to 
Democrats/Independents. 

A score of zero (0) is assigned to an answer that is off-task or is attempted but earns no points. 

A score of NR is assigned to an answer that is blank. 
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Question 2  

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 
 
This question expected students to identify data presented in a quantitative stimulus. Responses needed to 
describe similarities and/or differences from the stimulus and connect how that data would shape a 
presidential candidate’s message when moving from the primary to the general election. Responses also 
needed to explain how the data from the stimulus would influence the policy-making process. Since this task 
involved the integration of the skill of analysis of quantitative data and content knowledge, responses were 
expected to use the data in their responses. Students were also expected to demonstrate understanding of how 
the legislative and executive branches interact and how partisan differences can affect that interaction.  

Sample: 2A 
Score: 4 
 
The response earned 1 point in part A for identifying the political affiliation of people most likely to believe 
elected officials should compromise as "Democrats." 
 
The response earned 1 point in part B for describing the difference between Democrats and Republicans on 
their attitudes of whether governmental officials should stick to their principles: "Republicans generally feel as 
if officials in government should stick to their principals and not give into comprimise. Democrats on the 
contray, generally believe that sticking to principles is not as important as compromise is." 
 
The response earned 1 point in part C for explaining how the data in the bar graph could influence how a 
Republican candidate would shift their campaign positions after securing the nomination: “The data in the 
graph shows that if an official wins the republican nomination, he should be willing to comprise as to appease 
the indepent and democratic political party.” 
 
The response earned 1 point in part D for explaining how the data in the graph could affect policy making 
interactions between the president and Congress: “The effects of this data could affect interactions of policy 
making between the president and congress because if all parties present (executive & legislative) agree to 
comprimes, legislation can be passed easier. However, if both parties choose to stick to morals and there is a 
divided government, the legislation will drastically be harder to pass and policy will come to a standstill 
creating deadlock.” 
 
Sample: 2B  
Score: 2 
 
The response earned 1 point in part A for identifying the political affiliation of people most likely to believe 
elected officials should compromise: “Democrats are more likely to believe that elected officials should 
compromise.” 
 
The response earned 1 point in part B for describing the difference between Democrats and Republicans on 
their attitudes on whether governmental officials should stick to their principles: “The majority of Democrats 
prefer government officials to compromise, whereas the majority of Republicans prefer government officials to 
stick to principles.” 
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Question 2 (continued) 

The response did not earn a point in part C because the response does not discuss the Republican candidate 
shifting from sticking to their principles in the primary to compromising in the general election. Instead the 
response is discussing influencing Congress and the Supreme Court. 
 
The response did earn a point in part D because it does not explain a policy making interaction between the 
two branches. It incorrectly identifies the data, describing the “majority of the population's wishes” instead of 
explaining that the president or Congress is likely to compromise on policy making to appeal to 
Independents/Democrats. Rather, it discusses the effect of approval ratings, which is off-topic. 
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 1 
 
The response earned 1 point in part A for identifying the political affiliation of people most likely to believe 
elected officials should compromise as “Democrats.” 
 
The response did not earn a point in part B because it does not identify 55% of Republicans who think officials 
should stick to their principles and/or identify 34% of Democrats who should stick to their principles. In 
addition, the response did not earn a point because it does not state more Republicans stick to their principles 
as compared to Democrats. 

The response did not earn a point in part C because there is no attempt to explain how a Republican would 
shift their campaign positions after becoming the nominee. 

The response did not earn a point in part D because although it mentions policy making, it fails to explain the 
effect of an interaction between the president and Congress.  
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