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AP’ Latin

About the Advanced Placement Program® (AP®)

The Advanced Placement Program® has enabled millions of students to take college-level courses and earn college credit, advanced placement, or
both, while still in high school. AP Exams are given each year in May. Students who earn a qualifying score on an AP Exam are typically eligible, in
college, to receive credit, placement into advanced courses, or both. Every aspect of AP course and exam development is the result of collaboration
between AP teachers and college faculty. They work together to develop AP courses and exams, set scoring standards, and score the exams. College

faculty review every AP teacher’s course syllabus.

AP Latin Course Overview

The AP Latin course focuses on continued Latin language acquisition,
with the inclusion of textual analysis and contextualization skills. The
course features selections from two influential works of Latin literature:
Vergil's Aeneid and Pliny the Younger’s Letters. Significant time is also
dedicated to the reading of nonsyllabus texts chosen by teachers, as
well as four Course Project passages, many of which will extend
beyond the authors of the early imperial era of classical Rome.
Students will prepare and translate the readings and thus further refine
their knowledge of the Latin language. Students will also place these
texts in a meaningful context, which will help students develop their
critical, historical, and literary sensitivities. Throughout the course,
students will consider the main ideas, effects or purposes, and points
of view expressed in these works to gain a deeper understanding of
the content and the culture in which they were created.

COLLEGE COURSE EQUIVALENT

AP Latin is approximately equivalent to an intermediate (typically third-
and fourth-semester) college or university Latin course.

PREREQUISITES

There are no prerequisites; however, students are typically in their
fourth year of high-school-level study.

AP Latin Course Skills

The following skill categories describe what a student should be able to
do while engaging with Latin texts:

® Read and Comprehend: Read and comprehend Latin poetry
and prose.

®  Describe Style and Context: Describe the style and context of
Latin poetry and prose.

®  Analyze: Analyze Latin poetry and prose.

AP Latin Course Content

The course content is organized into six units of study that provide a
suggested sequence for the course:

= Unit 1: Teacher’s Choice — Latin Prose
= Unit 2: Pliny’s Letters: Eruption of Mt. Vesuvius

= Unit 3: Pliny’s Letters: Ghosts and Apparitions, Letters to Trajan
and Calpurnia, and Teacher’s Choice — Latin Prose

®  Unit 4: Teacher's Choice — Latin Poetry and Vergil's Aeneid,
Excerpts from Books 1 and 2

®  Unit 5: Vergil's Aeneid, Excerpts from Books 4, 6, 7, 11, and 12
®  Unit 6: Course Project and Teacher’s Choice — Latin Poetry
Each unit is broken down into teachable segments called readings.

Reading in
Unit Guide Title

Teacher’s Choice Prose

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, | Various prose texts, approximately 1,650 words total
14,25,33

Pliny the Younger, Letters

3.6,2.1,2.2 Book 6: Letters 4, 7, 16, and 20

23,24
3.1,3.2 Book 7: Letter 27
3.5,34 Book 10: Letters 5, 6, 7, 37, and 90

Teacher’s Choice Poetry

4.1,4.2,4.3, | Various poetic texts, approximately 1,350 words total
6.1,6.2

Vergil, Aeneid

44,45 Book 1: Lines 1-33; 88-107; 496-508

46 Book 2: Lines 40-56; 201-249

5.1,5.2 Book 4: Lines 74-89; 165-197; 305-361

53 Book 6: Lines 450-476; 788—-800; 847-853

54 Book 7: Lines 45-58; 783-792; 803-817

5.5 Book 11: Lines 532-594

5.6,5.7 Book 12: Lines 791-796; 803-812; 818-828; 919-952

AP Latin Course Project

Students in AP Latin will engage in project-based analysis of four
nonsyllabus passages of Latin text on a variety of topics and from a
variety of authors and time periods. They will demonstrate their
understanding and analysis of these passages on two free-response
questions on the AP Exam and through two checkpoint activities during
the course. The project aims to help students develop their analytical
skills, in addition to their ability to read and comprehend Latin, through
the study of Latin from a diverse range of authors, topics, and time
periods.



AP Latin Exam Structure

AP LATIN EXAM: 3 HOURS

Assessment Overview

The AP Latin Exam assesses student understanding of the skills,

learning objectives, and essential knowledge statements outlined in the
course framework. The exam is 3 hours long and includes 52 multiple-

choice questions and 5 free-response questions.

Format of Assessment

Section I: Multiple-choice | 52 Questions | 65 Minutes |

50% of Exam Score

®  Discrete Questions: Sight Prose or Poetry (20 Questions)
B Sight Reading: Prose and Poetry (6 Questions)
®m  Syllabus Reading: Prose and Poetry (26 Questions)

Section ll: Free-response | 5 Questions | 115 Minutes |

50% of Exam Score

®  Question 1: Short Answer

®  Question 2: Translation

®  Question 3: Short Essay

®  Question 4: Project Prose Passage Short Essay
®  Question 5: Project Poetry Passage Short Essay

®m  Course Project — In-Class Checkpoints

Exam Components

Sample Multiple-Choice Question

Syllabus Reading: Vergil

Petit" ante alios pulcherrimus omnes
Turnus, avis atavisque potens, quem regia coniunx
adiungi generum miro properabat amore;
sed variis portenta deum terroribus obstant.

Lavinia (the daughter of King Latinus and
Queen Amata) is the object of Petit.

adiungo, -ere: to join

atavus, -i, m.: great-grandfather
avus, -i, m.: grandfather

deum = deorum

gener, -i, m.: son-in-law

mirus, -a, -um, adj. = mirabilis, -e
obsto, -are: to stand in the way
portentum, -i, n.: omen

regius, -a, -um, adj.: royal

terror, -is, m. = metus, -us

The passage describes

(A) in what way Queen Amata will arrange a marriage
(B) why Queen Amata began to hate King Latinus
(C) why Turnus was not yet married to Lavinia

(D) how Turnus seeks the approval of the gods
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Sample Free-Response Question
Short Essay

Proximo anno, domine, gravissima valetudine usque ad
periculum vitae vexatus iatralipten assumpsi; cuius
sollicitudini et studio tuae tantum indulgentiae beneficio
referre gratiam parem possum. Quare rogo des ei civitatem
Romanam... Vocatur ipse Harpocras, patronam habuit
Thermuthin Theonis, quae iam pridem defuncta est.

Epistulae 10.5

assumo, -ere, -sumpsi: to hire

defungor, -i, defunctus sum = morior, -i, mortuus sum

iam pridem, adv.: for a long time now

iatralipten = acc. sing.

indulgentia, -ae, f.: kindness

quare, adv.: therefore

sollicitudo, -inis, f.: concern

Thermuthin Theonis = acc. of Thermuthis, daughter of Theon
usque, adv.: up to

valetudo, -inis, f.: health, illness

Answer the following question(s) in English unless the question specifically asks you
to provide Latin words.

A. (i) Identify what serious personal crisis Pliny describes in this passage.

(i) Provide the Latin word(s) that support your answer in Part (i).
(iii) Translate in context the Latin word(s) you cited in Part (ii).

B. In 3 to 4 complete sentences, identify Pliny’s feelings toward Harpocras and

explain how they motivate his request to the emperor.
In your response you should do the following:

¢ Include at least one specific Latin citation from the passage. Provide the Latin
and/or cite line numbers and translate or accurately paraphrase the Latin.
Refer to more than a single word in your reference.

e Explain how the Latin citation(s) support(s) your response.
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