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What AP® Stands For
Thousands of Advanced Placement teachers have contributed to the principles 
articulated here. These principles are not new; they are, rather, a reminder of how AP 
already works in classrooms nationwide. The following principles are designed to ensure 
that teachers’ expertise is respected, required course content is understood, and that 
students are academically challenged and free to make up their own minds.

1. �AP�stands�for�clarity�and�transparency.�Teachers�and�students�deserve�clear�
expectations. The Advanced Placement Program makes public its course 
frameworks and sample assessments. Confusion about what is permitted in the 
classroom disrupts teachers and students as they navigate demanding work.

2. �AP�is�an�unflinching�encounter�with�evidence.�AP�courses�enable�students�to�develop�
as independent thinkers and to draw their own conclusions. Evidence and the 
scientific�method�are�the�starting�place�for�conversations�in�AP�courses.

3. �AP�opposes�censorship.�AP�is�animated�by�a�deep�respect�for�the�intellectual�
freedom of teachers and students alike. If a school bans required topics from their 
AP courses, the AP Program removes the AP designation from that course and 
its inclusion in the AP Course Ledger provided to colleges and universities. For 
example, the concepts of evolution are at the heart of college biology, and a course 
that neglects such concepts does not pass muster as AP Biology.

4. �AP�opposes�indoctrination.�AP�students�are�expected�to�analyze�different�
perspectives from their own, and no points on an AP Exam are awarded for 
agreement�with�any�specific�viewpoint.�AP�students�are�not�required�to�feel�
certain ways about themselves or the course content. AP courses instead develop 
students’ abilities to assess the credibility of sources, draw conclusions, and make 
up their own minds.

 As the AP English Literature course description states: “AP students are not 
expected�or�asked�to�subscribe�to�any�one�specific�set�of�cultural�or�political�values,�
but�are�expected�to�have�the�maturity�to�analyze�perspectives�different�from�their�
own�and�to�question�the�meaning,�purpose,�or�effect�of�such�content�within�the�
literary work as a whole.”

5. �AP�courses�foster�an�open-minded�approach�to�the�histories�and�cultures�of�
different�peoples.�The�study�of�different�nationalities,�cultures,�religions,�races,�and�
ethnicities is essential within a variety of academic disciplines. AP courses ground 
such studies in primary sources so that students can evaluate experiences and 
evidence for themselves.

6. �Every�AP�student�who�engages�with�evidence�is�listened�to�and�respected.�
Students are encouraged to evaluate arguments but not one another. AP 
classrooms respect diversity in backgrounds, experiences, and viewpoints. The 
perspectives and contributions of the full range of AP students are sought and 
considered. Respectful debate of ideas is cultivated and protected; personal 
attacks have no place in AP.

7. �AP�is�a�choice�for�parents�and�students.�Parents�and�students�freely�choose�to�
enroll in AP courses. Course descriptions are available online for parents and 
students�to�inform�their�choice.�Parents�do�not�define�which�college-level�topics�
are suitable within AP courses; AP course and exam materials are crafted by 
committees�of�professors�and�other�expert�educators�in�each�field.�AP�courses�and�
exams are then further validated by the American Council on Education and studies 
that�confirm�the�use�of�AP�scores�for�college�credits�by�thousands�of�colleges�and�
universities nationwide.

The AP Program encourages educators to review these principles with parents and 
students so they know what to expect in an AP course. Advanced Placement is always 
a�choice,�and�it�should�be�an�informed�one.�AP�teachers�should�be�given�the�confidence�
and clarity that once parents have enrolled their child in an AP course, they have agreed 
to a classroom experience that embodies these principles.
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About AP

The Advanced Placement® Program (AP®) enables 
willing and academically prepared students to pursue 
college-level�studies—with�the�opportunity�to�earn�
college�credit,�advanced�placement,�or�both—while�
still in high school. Through AP courses in more than 
40 subjects, each culminating in a challenging exam, 
students learn to think critically, construct solid 
arguments,�and�see�many�sides�of�an�issue—skills�
that prepare them for college and beyond. Taking AP 
courses�demonstrates�to�college�admission�officers�
that students have sought the most challenging 
curriculum available to them, and research indicates 
that students who score a 3 or higher on an AP Exam 
typically experience greater academic success in 
college and are more likely to earn a college degree 
than�non-AP�students.�Each�AP�teacher’s�syllabus�
is evaluated and approved by faculty from some of 
the nation’s leading colleges and universities, and AP 
Exams are developed and scored by college faculty and 
experienced�AP�teachers.�Most�four-year�colleges�and�
universities in the United States grant credit, advanced 
placement, or both on the basis of successful AP 
Exam�scores—more�than�3,300�institutions�worldwide�
annually receive AP scores.

AP Course Development
In�an�ongoing�effort�to�maintain�alignment�with�best�
practices�in�college-level�learning,�AP�courses�and�
exams�emphasize�challenging,�research-based�
curricula aligned with higher education expectations. 

Individual teachers are responsible for designing their 
own curriculum for AP courses, selecting appropriate 
college-level�readings,�assignments,�and�resources.�
This course and exam description presents the content 
and skills that are the focus of the corresponding 
college course and that appear on the AP Exam. It also 
organizes�the�content�and�skills�into�a�series�of�units�
that represent a sequence found in widely adopted 
college textbooks and that many AP teachers have 
told us they follow in order to focus their instruction. 
The intention of this publication is to respect teachers’ 
time and expertise by providing a roadmap that they 
can modify and adapt to their local priorities and 
preferences.�Moreover,�by�organizing�the�AP�course�
content and skills into units, the AP Program is able 
to provide teachers and students with free formative 

assessments—Progress�Checks—that�teachers�
can assign throughout the year to measure student 
progress as they acquire content knowledge and 
develop skills. 

Enrolling Students: Access, 
Opportunity, and Readiness
The AP Program welcomes all students willing to 
challenge�themselves�with�college-level�coursework�
and career preparation. We strongly encourage 
educators to invite students into AP classes, 
including students from ethnic, racial, socioeconomic, 
geographic, or other groups not broadly participating 
in a school’s AP program. We believe that readiness 
for AP is attainable, and that educators can expand 
readiness�by�opening�access�to�Pre-AP�course�work.�
We commit to support educators and communities 
in�their�efforts�to�make�AP�courses�widely�available,�
advancing students in their plans for college and 
careers.

Offering AP Courses:  
The AP Course Audit
The AP Program unequivocally supports the principle 
that each school implements its own curriculum 
that will enable students to develop the content 
understandings and skills described in the course 
framework.

While the unit sequence represented in this publication 
is optional, the AP Program does have a short list of 
curricular and resource requirements that must be 
fulfilled�before�a�school�can�label�a�course�“Advanced�
Placement”�or�“AP.”�Schools�wishing�to�offer�AP�
courses must participate in the AP Course Audit, a 
process through which AP teachers’ course materials 
are reviewed by college faculty. The AP Course Audit 
was created to provide teachers and administrators 
with clear guidelines on curricular and resource 
requirements for AP courses and to help colleges and 
universities validate courses marked “AP” on students’ 
transcripts. This process ensures that AP teachers’ 
courses meet or exceed the curricular and resource 
expectations that college and secondary school faculty 
have�established�for�college-level�courses.�
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The AP Course Audit form is submitted by the AP teacher 
and the school principal (or designated administrator) to 
confirm�awareness�and�understanding�of�the�curricular�
and resource requirements. A syllabus or course outline, 
detailing how course requirements are met, is submitted 
by the AP teacher for review by college faculty.

Please visit the AP Course Audit website for more 
information to support the preparation and submission 
of materials for the AP Course Audit.

How the AP Program  
Is Developed
The scope of content for an AP course and exam is 
derived from an analysis of hundreds of syllabi and 
course�offerings�of�colleges�and�universities.�Using�
this research and data, a committee of college faculty 
and expert AP teachers work within the scope of 
the corresponding college course to articulate what 
students should know and be able to do upon the 
completion of the AP course. The resulting course 
framework is the heart of this course and exam 
description and serves as a blueprint of the content and 
skills that can appear on an AP Exam. 

The AP Test Development Committees are responsible 
for developing each AP Exam, ensuring the exam 
questions are aligned to the course framework. The AP 
Exam development process is a multiyear endeavor; all 
AP Exams undergo extensive review, revision, piloting, 
and analysis to ensure that questions are accurate, 
fair, and valid and that there is an appropriate spread of 
difficulty�across�the�questions.�

Committee members are selected to represent a variety 
of perspectives and institutions (public and private, 
small and large schools and colleges), and a range of 
gender, racial/ethnic, and regional groups. A list of each 
subject’s current AP Test Development Committee 
members is available on AP Central®.

Throughout AP course and exam development, College 
Board gathers feedback from various stakeholders 
in both secondary schools and higher education 
institutions. This feedback is carefully considered to 
ensure that AP courses and exams are able to provide 
students�with�a�college-level�learning�experience�and�
the�opportunity�to�demonstrate�their�qualifications�for�
advanced placement or college credit. 

How AP Exams Are Scored 
The exam scoring process, like the course and exam 
development process, relies on the expertise of 
both�AP�teachers�and�college�faculty.�While�multiple-�
choice�questions�are�scored�by�machine,�the�free-
response�questions�and�through-course�performance�

assessments, as applicable, are scored by thousands 
of college faculty and expert AP teachers. Most are 
scored at the annual AP Reading, while a small portion 
is scored online. All AP Readers are thoroughly trained, 
and their work is monitored throughout the Reading 
for fairness and consistency. In each subject, a highly 
respected college faculty member serves as Chief 
Faculty Consultant and, with the help of AP Readers 
in leadership positions, maintains the accuracy of 
the�scoring�standards.�Scores�on�the�free-response�
questions and performance assessments are weighted 
and�combined�with�the�results�of�the�computer-scored�
multiple-choice�questions,�and�this�raw�score�is�
converted into a composite AP score on a 1–5 scale.

AP Exams are not�norm-referenced�or�graded�on�a�
curve.�Instead,�they�are�criterion-referenced,�which�
means that every student who meets the criteria for 
an AP score of 2, 3, 4, or 5 will receive that score, no 
matter how many students that is. The criteria for the 
number of points students must earn on the AP Exam 
to�receive�scores�of�3,�4,�or�5—the�scores�that�research�
consistently validates for credit and placement 
purposes—include:

§ The number of points successful college students 
earn when their professors administer AP Exam 
questions to them.

§ Performance that researchers have found to be 
predictive of an AP student succeeding when placed 
into�a�subsequent�higher-level�college�course.

§ The number of points college faculty indicate, after 
reviewing each AP question, that they expect is 
necessary to achieve each AP grade level.

Using and Interpreting AP Scores
The extensive work done by college faculty and 
AP teachers in the development of the course and 
exam and throughout the scoring process ensures 
that AP Exam scores accurately represent students’ 
achievement in the equivalent college course. Frequent 
and regular research studies establish the validity of AP 
scores as follows:

AP Score
Credit 

Recommendation
College Grade 

Equivalent

5 Extremely�well�qualified A

4 Well�qualified A−, B+, B

3 Qualified B−, C+, C

2 Possibly�qualified n/a

1 No recommendation n/a
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While colleges and universities are responsible for 
setting their own credit and placement policies, most 
private colleges and universities award credit and/ 
or advanced placement for AP scores of 3 or higher. 
Additionally, most states in the U.S. have adopted 
statewide credit policies that ensure college credit for 
scores of 3 or higher at public colleges and universities. 
To�confirm�a�specific�college’s�AP�credit/placement�
policy, use the search engine available on the  
AP Credit Policy Search page.

BECOMING AN AP READER
Each June, thousands of AP teachers and college 
faculty members from around the world gather for 
seven days in multiple locations to evaluate and score 
the�free-response�sections�of�the�AP�Exams.�Ninety-�
eight percent of surveyed educators who took part in 
the AP Reading say it was a positive experience.

There are many reasons to consider becoming an AP 
Reader, including opportunities to:

§ Bring positive changes to the classroom: 
Surveys show that the vast majority of returning 
AP�Readers—both�high�school�and�college�

educators—make�improvements�to�the�way�they�
teach or score because of their experience at the 
AP Reading.

§ Gain in-depth understanding of AP Exam and AP 
scoring standards: AP Readers gain exposure to 
the quality and depth of the responses from the 
entire pool of AP Exam takers, and thus are better 
able to assess their students’ work in the classroom. 

§ Receive compensation: AP Readers are 
compensated for their work during the Reading. 
Expenses, lodging, and meals are covered for 
Readers who travel.

§ Score from home: AP Readers have online 
distributed scoring opportunities for certain 
subjects. Check the AP Reader site for details. 

§ Earn Continuing Education Units (CEUs): AP 
Readers earn professional development hours and 
CEUs that can be applied to PD requirements by 
states, districts, and schools.  

How to Apply
Visit the Become an AP Reader site for eligibility 
requirements and to start the application process.
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AP Resources  
and Supports

By completing a simple class selection process at the start of the school year, teachers and 
students receive access to a robust set of classroom resources. 

AP Classroom
AP Classroom is a dedicated online platform designed to support teachers and students 
throughout their AP experience. The platform provides a variety of powerful resources and 
tools�to�provide�yearlong�support�to�teachers�and�students,�offering�opportunities�to�give�and�
get meaningful feedback on student progress. 

UNIT GUIDES
Appearing in this publication and on AP Classroom, these planning guides outline all required 
course�content�and�skills,�organized�into�commonly�taught�units.�Each�unit�guide�suggests�a�
sequence�and�pacing�of�content,�scaffolds�skill�instruction�across�units,�organizes�content�
into topics, and provides tips on taking the AP Exam.

PROGRESS CHECKS
Formative AP questions for every unit provide feedback to students on the areas where they 
need to focus. Available online, Progress Checks measure knowledge and skills through 
multiple-choice�questions�with�rationales�to�explain�correct�and�incorrect�answers,�and�free-
response questions with scoring information.

REPORTS
Reports�provides�teachers�with�a�one-stop�shop�for�student�results�on�all�assignment�types,�
including Progress Checks. Teachers can view class trends and see where students struggle 
with content and skills that will be assessed on the AP Exam. Students can view their own 
progress over time to improve their performance before the AP Exam.

QUESTION BANK
The Question Bank is a searchable library of all AP questions that teachers use to build 
custom practice for their students. Teachers can create and assign assessments with 
formative topic questions or questions from practice or released AP Exams.
Class Section Setup and Enrollment

§ Teachers and students sign in to or create their College Board accounts. 
§ Teachers�confirm�that�they�have�added�the�course�they�teach�to�their�AP�Course�Audit�

account and have had it approved by their school’s administrator.
§ Teachers or AP coordinators, depending on who the school has decided is responsible, 

set up class sections so students can access AP resources and have exams ordered on 
their behalf.

§ Students join class sections with a join code provided by their teacher or AP coordinator.
§ Students�will�be�asked�for�additional�information�upon�joining�their�first�class�section.

﻿ | 4AP Italian Language and Culture Course and Exam Description
Return to Table of Contents

© 2026 College Board

http://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/


Instructional  
Model

Integrating AP resources throughout the course can help students develop skills and 
conceptual understandings. The instructional model outlined below shows possible ways to 
incorporate AP resources into the classroom.

Plan
Teachers may consider the following approaches as they plan their instruction before 
teaching each unit.

§ Review the overview at the start of each unit guide to identify essential questions, 
conceptual understandings, and skills for each unit. 

§ Use the recommended instructional contexts in each unit to identify related topics that 
build toward a common understanding, and then plan appropriate pacing for students. 

§ Identify useful strategies in the Teacher Talk sections to help teach the concepts and 
skills.

§ Review the Project Manual at the end of this publication and on AP Classroom to 
understand the required project components and help facilitate students' preparation  
for and completion of the course project.

Teach
When teaching, supporting resources could be used to build students’ conceptual 
understanding and their mastery of skills.

§ Use the overview pages in the unit guides to identify the important instructional contexts 
and content.

§ Integrate�the�content�with�a�skill,�considering�any�appropriate�scaffolding.�

Assess
Teachers can measure student understanding of the content and skills covered in the unit and 
provide actionable feedback to students.

§ While teaching each unit, use AP Classroom to assign students Topic Questions as a way 
to�continuously�check�student�understanding�and�provide�just-in-time�feedback.�

§ At the end of each unit, use AP Classroom to assign students Progress Checks, as 
homework�or�an�in-class�task.�

§ Provide�question-level�feedback�to�students�through�answer�rationales;�provide�formative�
feedback using Reports.

§ Create additional practice opportunities using the Question Bank and assign them 
through AP Classroom.
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About the AP Italian 
Language and Culture 
Course

The�AP�Italian�Language�and�Culture�course�emphasizes�communication�(understanding�
and being understood by others) by applying interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational 
skills�in�real-life�situations.�This�includes�interpretation�of�meaning,�communicative�abilities,�
research strategies, and cultural understanding. The AP Italian Language and Culture course 
strives�to�not�overemphasize�grammatical�accuracy�at�the�expense�of�communication.�To�
best�engage�with�culturally�relevant,�real-world�tasks,�the�course�is�taught�almost�entirely�in�
the target language.

The AP Italian Language and Culture course engages students in an exploration of culture 
in both contemporary and historical contexts. Drawing on the ACTFL World-Readiness 
Standards for Learning Languages, the course develops students’ awareness and 
appreciation�of�cultural�products,�practices,�and�perspectives,�which�are�defined�as:

§ Cultural products are tangible and intangible artifacts of a culture such as clothing, tools, 
food, monuments, artwork, and stories.

§ Cultural practices are patterns of social behaviors and interactions of a culture such as 
how�people�greet�each�other,�socialize,�or�celebrate�holidays.

§ Cultural perspectives are underlying cultural values, beliefs, and attitudes that inform a 
culture’s products and practices.

To deepen their understanding of those contents and skills, students will embark on an  
individual course project. Students will be provided a cultural situation and a series of sources  
to use as part of their investigation into cultural products, practices, and perspectives. This will  
culminate in an exam day Project Presentation and simulated Project Q&A.

College Course Equivalent 
The�AP�Italian�Language�and�Culture�course�is�approximately�equivalent�to�an�upper-
intermediate�college-level�course�in�Italian�language�and culture.

Prerequisites
There are no prerequisites; however, students are typically in their fourth year of high 
school-level�language�study.�In�the�case�of�native�or�heritage speakers,�there�may�be�a�
different�pathway of study�leading�to�this�course.
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AP ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Course 
Framework





Introduction 

In today’s global community, competence in more than 
one language is an essential part of communication 
and cultural understanding. Study of another language 
not only provides students with the ability to express 
thoughts and ideas for their own purposes but also 
gives them access to perspectives and knowledge 
that are only available through the language and 
culture.�Advanced�language�learning�offers�social,�
cultural,�academic,�and�workplace�benefits�that�
will serve students throughout their lives. The 
proficiencies�acquired�through�the�study�of�languages�
and literatures endow language learners with  
cognitive,�analytical,�and�communication�skills that� 
carry over into many other areas of their academic 
studies.

The�three�modes�of�communication—Interpretive,�
Interpersonal,�and�Presentational—as�defined�in�
the ACTFL World-Readiness Standards for Learning 
Languages are foundational to the AP Italian Language 
and Culture course. The AP course provides students 
with�opportunities�to�demonstrate�their�proficiency�
in each of the three modes in the Intermediate 
to Advanced range, as described in the ACTFL 

Performance Descriptors for Language Learners. Its 
aim is to provide students with ongoing and varied 
opportunities�to�further�develop�their�proficiencies�
across the full range of language skills within a cultural 
frame�of�reference�reflective�of�the�richness�of�Italian�
language and culture.  

The AP Italian Language and Culture course 
takes�a�holistic�approach�to�language�proficiency�
and�recognizes�the�complex�interrelatedness�of�
comprehension and comprehensibility, vocabulary 
usage, language control, communication strategies, 
and cultural understanding. Students learn language 
structures in context and use them to convey meaning. 
In�standards-based�world�language�classrooms,�the� 
instructional focus is on function, which should be  
addressed according to how they serve the 
communicative task and not as an end goal unto 
themselves. Students apply skills of practice, inquiry, 
reflection,�cultural�understanding,�and�communication�
when�investigating�and�addressing�real-world�contexts�
and situations. To best facilitate the study of language 
and culture, the course is taught in the target language.
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Course Framework  
Components

Overview 
This course framework provides a clear and detailed description of the course requirements necessary for 
student�success.�The�framework�specifies�what�students�must�know,�be�able�to�do,�and�understand�to�qualify�for�
college credit and/or placement.

The course framework includes the following essential components:

1   SKILLS
At the core of the AP Italian Language and Culture course are skills identifying what students should 
know and be able to do to succeed in the course. Students develop and apply the described skills on a 
regular basis over the span of the course. Additionally, each skill has learning objectives associated with 
it;�these�are�more�specific�capabilities�that�comprise�the�broader�skill.

2   UNITS  
The course is comprised of six thematic units that help teachers integrate language, content, and 
culture into a series of lessons and activities. Within each unit are recommended instructional contexts 
and overarching essential questions that engage students, guide their classroom investigations, and 
promote the use of language in a variety of contexts. 

3   MODES OF COMMUNICATION
Foundational�to�the�course�are�the�three�modes�of�communication—Interpretive,�Interpersonal,�and�
Presentational—as�defined�in�ACTFL’s�World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages. Throughout 
the course, students demonstrate their abilities in the Interpretive mode by engaging with text, audio, 
and�images,�including�visualizations�of�data;�in�the�Interpersonal�mode�by�speaking�with�and�writing�to�
others; and in the Presentational mode by speaking to and writing for an audience.

4   TASK TYPES   
Each�unit�in�the�course�features�several�of�the�multiple-choice�and�free-response�question�task�types�
that�students�will�encounter�on�the�exam,�which�build�in�difficulty�and�complexity�over�time�to�the�
level�that�matches�the�exam’s�expectations.�These�task�types�include�different�formats�of�cultural�and�
interdisciplinary�sources:�text,�audio,�and�images,�including�visualizations�of�data,�that�engage�students.

Course Skills 
The following table lays out the basic language and communication skills that students are expected to develop in  
the course. As shown later, each skill is further broken out into concrete learning objectives, which are described  
in the section on unit guides on p. 17. 
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AP ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Course Skills

Skill Category 1 Skill Category 2 Skill Category 3
Interpretive  
Communication 1

Interpersonal and Presentational 
Communication 2

Cultural Understanding 3

Demonstrate cultural understanding.
Comprehend written texts, audio, and visualizations 
of data. 

Speak and write in interpersonal and presentational 
contexts.

1.A  Recognize�explicit�meaning.

1.B  Interpret�meaning.

1.C  Synthesize�and�infer�meaning.

2.A  Use�language�that�aligns�with�the�
communicative purpose and context.

2.B  Make�communication�comprehensible�
for the intended audience.

2.C  Share�ideas,�information,�and�opinions�
about familiar and researched topics.

2.D  Apply�organizational�and�rhetorical�
strategies.

3.A  Make�connections�within�and�
across cultures.

SKILLS
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Units
To provide context and content for students to develop their skills in the modes of communication, the course 
takes a thematic approach. There are six course units: Families and Communities, Language and Culture, Art and 
Creativity, Science and Technology, Contemporary Life, and Global Contexts.

Families and
Communities

Science and
Technology

Contemporary
Life

Global
Contexts

Art and
Creativity

Language and
Culture

Each unit presents a primary theme that connects to several recommended instructional contexts. Teaching to 
multiple recommended contexts in each unit ensures a rich curriculum, as students will examine each context 
from�a�variety�of�perspectives.�This�allows�students�to�experience the�study�of�language�and�culture�in�a�variety�
of authentic and engaging ways and teachers to consider the interests and needs of their students when 
designing�instruction.�While�teachers�may�organize�the�course�thematically�in�any�way�they�choose,�following�the�
recommended course design in the units described below ensures that all the concepts presented in the units 
are�addressed�multiple�times�in�a�scaffolded�manner.

Customs and Celebrations

Linguistics

Italian in the World

Community Activities

Family Relationships

Social Interactions and Relationships

Urban and Rural Communities

Innovations and Emerging Technologies

Personal Technology and

   Communication

Science in Everyday Life

Societal Impacts of Science and

    Technology

Architecture

Artistic Heritage

Beauty and Aesthetics

Fashion and Design

Literature

Visual and Performing Arts

Global Communication

Natural World

History

Policy and Planning

Transportation

Education and Career

Entertainment and Media

Food and Health

Pop Culture

Sports and Leisure

Travel and Tourism

Recommended Instructional Contexts

Language and
Culture

Science and
Technology

Art and
Creativity

Contemporary
Life

Families and
Communities

Global
Contexts
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
Related to the thematic units are essential questions designed to spark curiosity and encourage students to 
investigate�and�express�different�views�on�real-world�issues,�make�connections�to�other�disciplines,�and�compare�
aspects of the target culture(s) to their own. Essential questions also lend themselves well to interdisciplinary 
inquiry, asking students to apply skills and perspectives across content areas. Examples of essential questions 
appear in the unit guide openers.

Modes of Communication
As students work with the course thematic units and consider essential questions, they do so while engaging in the 
three�modes�of�communication—Interpretive,�Interpersonal,�and�Presentational.�The�development�of�skills�in�each�of�
these modes forms the core of the units, as students build skills in listening, reading, speaking, and writing tasks of 
increasing levels of complexity. Students are expected to build skills in the following areas:  

§ Interpretive�Communication�of�text,�audio,�and�images,�including�visualizations�of�data
§ Spoken Interpersonal Communication
§ Written Interpersonal Communication
§ Spoken Presentational Communication
§ Written Presentational Communication

Task Types
As�students�work�with�the�modes�of�communication,�they�practice�various�task�types�that�familiarize�them�with�
what will be on the exam while helping them build linguistic skills and cultural competencies. The order of the 
following task types is not representative of the exam. For more detailed information on exam order, please see 
the Exam Overview section.

Task Type Mode of Communication Source Format

Audio and Chart Interpretive Audio and image

Audio Report Interpretive Audio

Instructional Guidance Interpretive Audio

Interview Interpretive Audio

Presentation Interpretive Audio

Article Interpretive Text

Article and Chart Interpretive Text and image

Literary Text Interpretive Text

Promotional Material Interpretive Text and image

Argumentative Essay Presentational – written Audio, text, and image

Project Presentation Presentational – spoken Text and image

Project Q&A Interpersonal – spoken Audio

More�complex�free-response�questions,�including�Argumentative�Essay,�Project�Presentation,�and�Project�Q&A,�
are taught incrementally so students develop skills over time and through practice before engaging with a whole 
question.

AP Italian Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 13
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AP ITALIAN  
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

Unit 
Guides
Introduction 
This�course�is�organized�into�six�thematic�units,�each�offering�a�context�
in which to explore a variety of language and cultural concepts in the 
Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational Communication modes. 
Each unit helps teachers integrate language, content, and culture into an 
interrelated series of lessons and activities that promote the use of the 
language in a variety of contexts. 

Skill Categories and Learning Objectives
The course is divided into three skill categories with underlying learning 
objectives. Skill Category 1 is associated with the Interpretive mode, in 
which students interact with culturally authentic and interdisciplinary 
text,�audio,�and�images,�including�visualizations�of�data.�Skill�Category�2�
is associated with both the Interpersonal and Presentational modes, in 
which students use the target language to communicate about a range 
of topics. Skill Category 3 covers all three modes of communication, and 
students engage with a variety of sources and present their ideas in the 
target language.

The course skills and learning objectives describe what a student should 
be able to do while engaging with and speaking about sources in the 
target language. They form the basis of the questions on the AP Italian 
Language and Culture Exam. While communicating in the target language 
requires�students�to�utilize�many�of�the�course�skills�in�concert,�each�
unit�guide�focuses�on�specific�learning�objectives�to�build�students’�
proficiency�as�they�progress�through�the�course.�Throughout�the�units,�
each learning objective is addressed at least twice.
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This�unit�structure,�with�scaffolded�learning�objectives,�provides�one�possible�sequence�teachers�
can�adopt�or�modify�rather�than�having�to�build�from�scratch.�An�additional�benefit�is�that�these�
units�enable�the�AP�Program�to�provide�interested�teachers�with�formative�assessments—the�
Progress�Checks—that�they�can�assign�their�students�at�the�end�of�each�unit�to�gauge�progress�
toward success on the AP Exam. However, AP teachers are free to adopt a sequence of thematic 
units and learning objectives that best suits their needs.

The table that follows shows all three skill categories with their associated skills and the learning 
objectives that help students develop those skills.
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Course Skills and Learning 
Objectives

Skill Category 1 Skill Category 2 Skill Category 3

Interpretive 
Communication 1

Interpersonal and Presentational 
Communication 2

Cultural  
Understanding 3

Comprehend written texts, audio, and 
visualizations of data.

Speak and write in interpersonal and presentational 
contexts.

Demonstrate cultural  
understanding.

#.A.1: Learning Objectives

1.A  Recognize explicit 
meaning.

1.A.1: Identify�supporting�or�
relevant details.

1.A.2: Identify�data�points,�
patterns, and trends.

2.A  Use language that aligns with the 
communicative purpose and context.

2.A.1: Use�a�variety�of�grammatical�
structures.

2.A.2: Use�a�variety�of�vocabulary.

2.A.3: Use�idiomatic�and�culturally�
relevant expressions.

2.A.4: Adopt�an�appropriate�register�for�
the intended audience and situation.

3.A  Make connections within 
and across cultures.

3.A.1: Describe�cultural�
products, practices, and 
perspectives.

3.A.2: Compare�cultural�
products, practices, and 
perspectives among 
distinct communities.

3.A.3: Reflect�on�the�
significance�of�cultural�
products, practices, and 
perspectives.

1.B  Interpret meaning.

1.B.1: Determine�the�main�
idea, theme, or purpose.

1.B.2: Determine�the�
intended audience.

1.B.3: Determine�the�point(s)�
of view, perspective(s), tone, 
or attitude.

1.B.4: Identify�organizing�
and/or rhetorical structures 
and/or strategies.

1.B.5: Determine�the�
meaning of words and 
phrases using textual cues.

2.B  Make communication comprehensible 
for the intended audience.

2.B.1: Use�communication�strategies�
such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

2.B.2: Monitor�language�production;�
recognize�errors�and�attempt�self-
correction in spoken exchanges.

2.B.3: Use�pronunciation�that�is�
comprehensible to a variety of speakers 
of the target language.

2.B.4: Use�an�appropriate�rate�of�speech�
and�effective�intonation�patterns.

2.B.5: Use�standard�conventions�of�
written�language�(e.g.,�capitalization,�
orthography, accents, punctuation).

#.A SKILLS
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Skill Category 1 Skill Category 2 Skill Category 3

Interpretive 
Communication 1

Interpersonal and Presentational 
Communication 2

Cultural  
Understanding 3

Comprehend written texts, audio, and 
visualizations of data.

Speak and write in interpersonal and presentational 
contexts.

Demonstrate cultural  
understanding.

1.C  Synthesize and infer 
meaning.

2.C  Share ideas, information, and opinions 
about familiar and researched topics.

1.C.1: Connect�information�
within or across sources.

1.C.2: Synthesize�meaning�
to draw logical conclusions.

1.C.3: Infer�implied�meaning�
through context.

2.C.1: Express�ideas,�preferences,�and�
opinions.

2.C.2: Use�research�strategies�to�gather�
information and evidence.

2.C.3: Use�examples�to�provide�advice�
or information and to explain opinions or 
emotions.

2.C.4: Integrate�information�from�
multiple sources to develop and support 
a position or perspective.

2.C.5: Reference�and�cite�sources�
appropriately.

2.D  Apply organizational and rhetorical 
strategies.

2.D.1: Apply�an�appropriate�
organizational�structure.

2.D.2: Use�a�variety�of�cohesive�
devices (e.g., relative pronouns, pronoun 
referents, conjunctions, transitions) to 
effectively�convey�and�connect�ideas.

Course Skills and Learning 
Objectives (cont'd)

SKILLS
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Using the Unit Guides

UNIT OPENERS
Developing Understanding provides an overview that 
contextualizes�and�situates�the�unit�within�the�scope�of�the�
course.

The essential questions are�thought-provoking�questions�that�
motivate students and inspire inquiry.

Recommended instructional contexts provide possible topics 
that could be addressed in the units to help students build 
language and cultural skills.

UNIT

1 ~19–21 CLASS PERIODS

Families and 
Communities

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTIONS  

 § What constitutes a 
family in Italian-speaking 
societies? Che cosa 
costituisce una famigilia 
nelle società di lingua 
italiana? 

 § What are some 
important aspects of 
family values and family 
life in Italian-speaking 
societies? Quali sono 
alcuni aspetti importanti 
dei valori familiari e 
della vita familiare nelle 
società di lingua italiana?

 § How do families and 
communities experience 
today’s world? Come 
vivono il mondo di 
oggi le famiglie e le 
comunità?

Developing Understanding
Unit 1 explores themes related to families in Italian-speaking communities that provide a 
meaningful context for students in which to acquire and develop a variety of language and 
cultural concepts. While the primary focus is on the theme of Families and Communities, 
teachers should interweave other recommended instructional contexts. For example, 
students could:

 § Explore how families shape values and traditions, as well as personal beliefs and interests 
 § Examine the experiences faced by families in modern society 
 § Consider the evolving role of the community in contemporary societies 

Using a thematic approach helps teachers integrate language, content, and culture into 
lessons that build skills in the three modes of communication—Interpretive, Interpersonal, 
and Presentational. The development of skills in each of these modes forms the core of this 
and all subsequent units.

RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
 § Community Activities Iniziative nella comunità
 § Family Relationships Rapporti familiari
 § Social Interactions and Relationships Interazioni e rapporti sociali
 § Urban and Rural Communities Comunità urbane e rurali

OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
 § Customs and Celebrations Tradizioni, costumi e festività
 § Linguistics Linguistica
 § Italian in the World Italiano nel mondo
 § Education and Career Istruzione e carriera
 § Food and Health Alimentazione e salute
 § Pop Culture Cultura pop
 § Global Communication Comunicazione globale
 § History Storia
 § Policy and Planning Strategie e pianificazione
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Building Course Skills describes�specific�skills�that�are�
appropriate to focus on in the unit.

Preparing for the AP Exam provides helpful tips and common 
student�misunderstandings�identified�from�prior�exam�data.

UNIT

1 Families and Communities

Building Course Skills
In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print 
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

 § 1.A.1: Identify supporting or relevant details.
 § 1.B.1: Determine the main idea, theme, or purpose.

Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic  
task types, including Audio and Chart, Article, and 
Promotional Material. Using these sources, students engage 
with a variety of vocabulary related to the unit’s topics and 
themes.

In this unit, students also build interpersonal and 
presentational speaking skills, focusing on the following 
learning objectives:

 § 2.A.1: Use a variety of grammatical structures.
 § 2.A.2: Use a variety of vocabulary.
 § 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as 

circumlocution and paraphrasing.
 § 2.B.2: Monitor language production; recognize errors and 

attempt self-correction in spoken exchanges.
 § 2.B.3: Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a 

variety of speakers of the target language.
 § 2.C.1: Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to 
engage in the Interpersonal and Presentational modes in the 
following ways:

 § Listening to and reading authentic materials prepares 
students to initiate, maintain, and close spontaneous 
conversations about a variety of topics.

 § Using cultural information about families and communities 
that speak the target language acquired in Unit 1 prepares 
students to present on a variety of the recommended 
instructional contexts for this unit.

Preparing for the AP Exam
The course requires students to apply their knowledge 
and demonstrate their skills in a variety of real-world 
scenarios. Throughout the course, students will build 
vocabulary in contexts related to course units. Instead of 
relying on isolated vocabulary lists, teachers should focus 
on students’ acquisition of contextualized vocabulary 
through authentic sources. To improve students’ success 
in interpreting charts and visuals, for example, teachers 
can actively teach the vocabulary found in such visuals 
and should help students to understand how numerical 
concepts are presented in the target language. 

This unit includes multiple-choice questions presented in 
the format in which they appear on the AP Exam. Students 
encounter multiple-choice questions associated with 
various task types, including Audio and Chart, Article, and 
Promotional Material. Consistent exposure to these task 
types will build students’ skills and help them prepare for the 
exam and course project.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – MULTIPLE CHOICE
 § Early in the course, students often struggle to interpret 

information in charts and graphs because they do 
not know the vocabulary. Teachers should present 
vocabulary that frequently appears in charts and graphs, 
such as percentage, rate, increase, decrease, trends, and 
amounts.

 § Students sometimes struggle to understand the cultural 
nuances in promotional materials, so teachers can 
explicitly point out and explain cultural references within 
the sources. 

In this unit and in those that follow, students also engage 
with some free-response tasks that will help them build their 
understanding and skills for the exam and course project. 
Students will build skills toward the Project Presentation 
by completing a short cultural presentation about a target-
language community. They can also write a reflection in the 
target language about the process they used to prepare it.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – FREE RESPONSE
 § Students find it challenging to understand cultural 

products, practices, and perspectives. In this unit, 
students focus on reading and listening to sources 
about a target-language community and then give a brief 
presentation on what they learned. Throughout the unit, 
teachers should ensure that students are reflecting on 
how these products, practices, and perspectives shape 
the culture.  

 § Students often find it challenging to participate in a 
structured conversation if they are not familiar with the 
format and have not practiced and received feedback 
throughout the school year. To build students’ skills and 
confidence in the Project Q&A task, teachers can provide 
frequent in-class practice that: 

 ◆ Encourages students to brainstorm possible ways to 
address each prompt

 ◆ Scaffolds prompt skills by focusing on one or 
two prompts at a time (e.g., expressing ideas, 
preferences, and opinions in this unit) 
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Using the Unit Guides

MODE PAGES
Task types in each of the three modes can be practiced in 
class�and�throughout�the�course�to�familiarize�students�with�
expectations for the exam while building language skills and 
cultural competencies.

The skills note the course skills that are paired with the learning 
objectives for that topic.

Learning objectives define�what�a�student�needs�to�be�able�
to do with content knowledge to progress through the course. 
These objectives outline expectations of student abilities 
across the Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational 
modes of communication.

UNIT

1Families and Communities

MODE

Interpretive Listening 
and Reading
TASK TYPES: AUDIO AND CHART, ARTICLE, PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.A.1 

Identify supporting or relevant details.

SKILL 1.A 
Recognize explicit meaning.

SKILL CATEGORY 1
Comprehend written 
texts, audio, and 
visualizations of data.

SKILL 1.B
Interpret meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.B.1  

Determine the main idea, theme, or purpose.
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Teacher Talk offers�selected�instructional�strategies,�proven�
best�practices,�and�helpful�tips�for�working�with�specific�task�
types and learning objectives.

UNIT

1 Families and Communities

TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

Audio and Chart Play a game in which students match phrases used to describe trends in data to 
corresponding visuals (e.g., “a sharp decline”).

Provide students with graphic organizers to help them organize information found in the 
two sources.

Have students write questions about how the sources are the same or different. Students 
could then trade questions with peers and answer each other’s questions.

Article Practice prereading strategies with students, including activating prior knowledge; 
previewing the text to predict content based on headings, subheadings, and visuals; 
identifying key words and cognates; and using context clues.

Partner students and ask them to collaboratively identify the main ideas and relevant 
details in the source, building on one another’s ideas before sharing with the class. 

Ask students to discuss how the contents of the text relate to cultural concepts they have 
previously studied or are currently studying in class.

Promotional Material Provide students with advertisements or announcements in the target language related to 
family or community activities. Ask students to annotate them to identify key details and 
the intended audience.

Have students identify unfamiliar vocabulary in the materials and ask them to predict its 
meaning through contextual clues.

Encourage students to create their own promotional material for an event or product and 
present it to their classmates. In their presentation, students should highlight how the 
promotional material demonstrates cultural products, practices, or perspectives. Have the 
audience ask follow-up questions.

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives Sample Activity

1.A.1: Identify 
supporting or relevant 
details.
1.B.1: Determine the 
main idea, theme, or 
purpose.

After engaging with a common source, group students and ask them to comment on the 
main idea of the source, a detail that supports the main idea, and a connection to a real-
world or cultural context. Each student in the group can then build on those comments with 
clarifying questions or new ideas.
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AP ITALIAN  
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

UNIT 1

Families and 
Communities

~19–21
CLASS PERIODS
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Remember to go to AP Classroom 
to assign students the online 
Progress Checks for this unit.

Whether assigned as homework or 
completed in class, the Progress 
Checks provide each student with 
immediate feedback related to this 
unit’s�content�and skills.

Progress Check 1
Multiple-choice: ~15 questions
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UNIT

1 ~19–21 CLASS PERIODS

Families and 
Communities

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTIONS  
§ What constitutes a 
family�in�Italian-speaking�
societies? Che cosa 
costituisce una famigilia 
nelle società di lingua 
italiana? 

§ What are some 
important aspects of 
family values and family 
life�in�Italian-speaking�
societies? Quali sono 
alcuni aspetti importanti 
dei valori familiari e 
della vita familiare nelle 
società di lingua italiana?

§ How do families and 
communities experience 
today’s world? Come 
vivono il mondo di 
oggi le famiglie e le 
comunità?

Developing Understanding
Unit�1�explores�themes�related�to�families�in�Italian-speaking�communities�that�provide�a�
meaningful context for students in which to acquire and develop a variety of language and 
cultural concepts. While the primary focus is on the theme of Families and Communities, 
teachers should interweave other recommended instructional contexts. For example, 
students could:

§ Explore how families shape values and traditions, as well as personal beliefs and interests 
§ Examine the experiences faced by families in modern society 
§ Consider the evolving role of the community in contemporary societies 

Using a thematic approach helps teachers integrate language, content, and culture into 
lessons�that�build�skills�in�the�three�modes�of�communication—Interpretive,�Interpersonal,�
and Presentational. The development of skills in each of these modes forms the core of this 
and all subsequent units.

RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
§ Community Activities Iniziative nella comunità
§ Family Relationships Rapporti familiari
§ Social Interactions and Relationships Interazioni e rapporti sociali
§ Urban and Rural Communities Comunità urbane e rurali

OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
§ Customs and Celebrations Tradizioni, costumi e festività
§ Linguistics Linguistica
§ Italian in the World Italiano nel mondo
§ Education and Career Istruzione e carriera
§ Food and Health Alimentazione e salute
§ Pop Culture Cultura pop
§ Global Communication Comunicazione globale
§ History Storia
§ Policy and Planning Strategie e pianificazione
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UNIT

1 Families and Communities

Building Course Skills
In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print 
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

§ 1.A.1: Identify supporting or relevant details.
§ 1.B.1: Determine the main idea, theme, or purpose.

Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic  
task types, including Audio and Chart, Article, and 
Promotional Material. Using these sources, students engage 
with a variety of vocabulary related to the unit’s topics and 
themes.

In this unit, students also build interpersonal and 
presentational speaking skills, focusing on the following 
learning objectives:

§ 2.A.1: Use a variety of grammatical structures.
§ 2.A.2: Use a variety of vocabulary.
§ 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as 

circumlocution and paraphrasing.
§ 2.B.2:�Monitor�language�production;�recognize�errors�and�
attempt�self-correction�in�spoken�exchanges.

§ 2.B.3: Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a 
variety of speakers of the target language.

§ 2.C.1: Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.
Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to 
engage in the Interpersonal and Presentational modes in the 
following ways:

§ Listening to and reading authentic materials prepares 
students to initiate, maintain, and close spontaneous 
conversations about a variety of topics.

§ Using cultural information about families and communities 
that speak the target language acquired in Unit 1 prepares 
students to present on a variety of the recommended 
instructional contexts for this unit.

Preparing for the AP Exam
The course requires students to apply their knowledge 
and�demonstrate�their�skills�in�a�variety�of�real-world�
scenarios. Throughout the course, students will build 
vocabulary in contexts related to course units. Instead of 
relying on isolated vocabulary lists, teachers should focus 
on�students’�acquisition�of�contextualized�vocabulary�
through authentic sources. To improve students’ success 
in interpreting charts and visuals, for example, teachers 
can actively teach the vocabulary found in such visuals 
and should help students to understand how numerical 
concepts are presented in the target language. 

This�unit�includes�multiple-choice�questions�presented�in�
the format in which they appear on the AP Exam. Students 
encounter�multiple-choice�questions�associated�with�
various task types, including Audio and Chart, Article, and 
Promotional Material. Consistent exposure to these task 
types will build students’ skills and help them prepare for the 
exam and course project.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – MULTIPLE CHOICE
§ Early in the course, students often struggle to interpret 

information in charts and graphs because they do 
not know the vocabulary. Teachers should present 
vocabulary that�frequently�appears�in�charts�and�graphs,�
such as percentage, rate, increase, decrease, trends, and 
amounts.

§ Students sometimes struggle to understand the cultural 
nuances in promotional materials, so teachers can 
explicitly point out and explain cultural references within 
the sources. 

In this unit and in those that follow, students also engage 
with�some�free-response�tasks�that�will�help�them�build�their�
understanding and skills for the exam and course project. 
Students will build skills toward the Project Presentation 
by�completing�a�short�cultural�presentation�about�a�target-
language�community.�They�can�also�write�a�reflection�in�the�
target language about the process they used to prepare it.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – FREE RESPONSE
§ Students�find�it�challenging�to�understand�cultural�

products, practices, and perspectives. In this unit, 
students focus on reading and listening to sources 
about�a�target-language�community�and�then�give�a�brief�
presentation on what they learned. Throughout the unit, 
teachers�should�ensure�that�students�are�reflecting�on�
how these products, practices, and perspectives shape 
the culture.  

§ Students�often�find�it�challenging�to�participate�in�a�
structured conversation if they are not familiar with the 
format and have not practiced and received feedback 
throughout the school year. To build students’ skills and 
confidence�in�the�Project�Q&A�task,�teachers�can�provide�
frequent�in-class�practice�that:�
◆ Encourages students to brainstorm possible ways to 

address each prompt
◆ Scaffolds�prompt�skills�by�focusing�on�one�or�

two prompts at a time (e.g., expressing ideas, 
preferences, and opinions in this unit) 
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UNIT

1Families and Communities

MODE

Interpretive Listening 
and Reading
TASK TYPES: AUDIO AND CHART, ARTICLE, PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL

SKILL 1.A 
Recognize�explicit�meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.A.1 

Identify supporting or relevant details.

SKILL 1.B
Interpret meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.B.1  

Determine the main idea, theme, or purpose.

SKILL CATEGORY 1
Comprehend written 
texts, audio, and 
visualizations of data.
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UNIT

1 Families and Communities

TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

Audio and Chart Play a game in which students match phrases used to describe trends in data to 
corresponding visuals (e.g., “a sharp decline”).

Provide�students�with�graphic�organizers�to�help�them�organize�information�found�in�the�
two sources.

Have�students�write�questions�about�how�the�sources�are�the�same�or�different.�Students�
could then trade questions with peers and answer each other’s questions.

Article Practice prereading strategies with students, including activating prior knowledge; 
previewing the text to predict content based on headings, subheadings, and visuals; 
identifying key words and cognates; and using context clues.

Partner students and ask them to collaboratively identify the main ideas and relevant 
details in the source, building on one another’s ideas before sharing with the class. 

Ask students to discuss how the contents of the text relate to cultural concepts they have 
previously studied or are currently studying in class.

Promotional Material Provide students with advertisements or announcements in the target language related to 
family or community activities. Ask students to annotate them to identify key details and 
the intended audience.

Have students identify unfamiliar vocabulary in the materials and ask them to predict its 
meaning through contextual clues.

Encourage students to create their own promotional material for an event or product and 
present it to their classmates. In their presentation, students should highlight how the 
promotional material demonstrates cultural products, practices, or perspectives. Have the 
audience�ask�follow-up�questions.

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives Sample Activity

1.A.1: Identify 
supporting or relevant 
details.
1.B.1: Determine the 
main idea, theme, or 
purpose.

After engaging with a common source, group students and ask them to comment on the 
main�idea�of�the�source,�a�detail�that�supports�the�main�idea,�and�a�connection�to�a�real-
world or cultural context. Each student in the group can then build on those comments with 
clarifying questions or new ideas.
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UNIT

1Families and Communities

MODE

Presentational Speaking
TASK TYPE: PROJECT PRESENTATION

SKILL 2.A 
Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.A.1 

Use a variety of grammatical structures.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

SKILL 2.C
Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.B.2  

Monitor�language�production;�recognize�errors�and�attempt�self-correction�in�spoken�
exchanges.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.C.1  

Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

SKILL CATEGORY 2
Speak and write in 
interpersonal and 
presentational contexts.

2.A.2 

Use a variety of vocabulary. 

2.B.3 

Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a variety of speakers of the target 
language.
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Families and Communities
UNIT

1

TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

Project Presentation Present�strategies�for�finding�sources�(e.g.,�using�search�terms,�identifying�reliable�
information,�and�accessing�target-language�publications,�libraries,�or�databases).�Have�
students independently search for 2–3 sources related to the essential questions 
discussed�in�the�unit�and�reflect�on�the�quality�of�the�sources.

Ask�students�to�identify�cultural�products�and�practices�in�the�sources�they�find.�Pair�
students and have them describe examples to their partner using supporting details 
(e.g., where it comes from or why it is done or used). The other student listens to and then 
summarizes�their�partner’s�examples.

Share the importance of circumlocution and provide time for students to practice in class. 
To turn it into a game, group students into pairs. One student describes a word using 
circumlocution while the other guesses.

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives Sample Activity

2.A.1: Use a variety 
of grammatical 
structures.
2.A.2: Use a variety of 
vocabulary.

Provide�student�pairs�with�a�simple�sentence.�Ask�them�to�revise�the�sentence�five�times�
using�increasingly�complex�vocabulary�and�specificity.
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Families and Communities
UNIT

1

MODE 

Interpersonal Speaking
TASK TYPE: PROJECT Q&A

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.A.1 

Use a variety of grammatical structures.

SKILL 2.A 
Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context. 

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

SKILL 2.C
Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.B.1  

Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.C.1  

Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

SKILL CATEGORY 2
Speak and write in 
interpersonal and 
presentational contexts.

2.A.2 

Use a variety of vocabulary. 

2.B.2 

Monitor�language�production;�recognize�errors�and�attempt�self-correction�in�spoken�
exchanges.

2.B.3 

Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a variety of the target language.
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Families and Communities
UNIT

1

TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

Project Q&A Ask students to write questions for a partner that align with the Project Q&A language 
functions, including (but not limited to) expressing preferences or opinions, providing 
advice or information, and explaining opinions or emotions.

Pair students to answer each other’s questions based on the information in their sources 
and their own knowledge and experiences.

Have�students�complete�a�self-assessment�of�their�vocabulary�usage�and�the�
completeness of their answers.
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AP ITALIAN  
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

UNIT 2

Language 
and Culture

~19–21 
CLASS PERIODS
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Remember to go to AP Classroom 
to assign students the online 
Progress Checks for this unit.

Whether assigned as homework or 
completed in class, the Progress 
Checks provide each student with 
immediate feedback related to this 
unit’s�content�and skills.

Progress Check 2
Multiple-choice: ~15 questions
Free-response: 1 question
§ Argumentative Essay
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ESSENTIAL 
QUESTIONS  
§ How do language and 
culture�influence�each�
other? In che modo 
la lingua e la cultura si 
influenzano l’un l’altra?

§ How do language and 
culture evolve over 
time? Come si evolvono 
nel tempo la lingua e la 
cultura?

§ How does technology 
influence�language�and�
culture? In che modo la 
tecnologia influenza la 
lingua e la cultura?

Developing Understanding 
Unit�2�looks�at�how�language�and�culture�influence�each�other�in�Italian-speaking�societies.�
This relevant and engaging unit provides a meaningful context in which students can acquire 
and develop a variety of more nuanced linguistic and cultural concepts as well as vocabulary. 
While the primary focus is on the theme of Language and Culture, teachers are encouraged 
to interweave other recommended instructional contexts. For example, students could:

§ Explore how developments in science and technology impact language and the ways in 
which people communicate

§ Examine�how�social�media�affects�others
§ Consider the role of entertainment and advertising as integral parts of culture
§ Explore�how�a�community’s�values�are�reflected�in�its�art�and�customs

RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
§ Customs and Celebrations Tradizioni, costumi e festività
§ Linguistics Linguistica
§ Italian in the World Italiano nel mondo

OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
§ Artistic Heritage Patrimonio artistico
§ Beauty and Aesthetics Bellezza ed estetica
§ Literature Letteratura
§ Visual and Performing Arts Arti visive e dello spettacolo
§ Education and Career Istruzione e carriera
§ Entertainment and Media Intrattenimento e media
§ Pop Culture Cultura pop
§ Travel and Tourism Viaggi e turismo
§ Innovations and Emerging Technologies Innovazioni e tecnologie emergenti
§ Personal Technology and Communication Tecnologia personale e comunicazione
§ Societal Impacts of Science and Technology Impatto sociale della scienza e della 

tecnologia

Language and 
Culture

UNIT

2 ~19–21 CLASS PERIODS
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UNIT 

2 Language and Culture

Building Course Skills
In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print 
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

§ 1.B.2: Determine the intended audience.
§ 1.B.3: Determine the point(s) of view, perspective(s), tone, 

or attitude.
Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic 
task types, including Audio Report, Article and Chart, and 
Literary Text. In using these sources, students engage with a 
variety of vocabulary related to the unit’s topics and themes.

In this unit, students also build presentational writing skills, 
focusing on the following learning objectives:

§ 2.A.1: Use a variety of grammatical structures.
§ 2.A.2: Use a variety of vocabulary.
§ 2.A.3: Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.
§ 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as 

circumlocution and paraphrasing.
§ 2.B.5: Use standard conventions of written language (e.g., 
capitalization,�orthography,�accents,�punctuation).

§ 2.C.1: Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.
§ 2.C.4: Integrate information from multiple sources to 

develop and support a position or perspective.
§ 2.D.1:�Apply�an�appropriate�organizational�structure.

Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to 
engage in the Presentational mode in the following way:

§ Determining the intended audience and the perspective 
of a speaker or writer prepares students to identify 
essential information and use it to support their own 
ideas.

Preparing for the AP Exam
In�this�unit,�students�encounter�some�multiple-choice�
questions similar to what they will see on the AP Exam and 
presented in the same format but not yet at the level of the 
exam. The task types in this unit include Audio Report, Article 
and Chart, and Literary Text.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – MULTIPLE CHOICE
§ Literary texts often prove challenging to students, 

particularly in regard to understanding vocabulary 
that makes inferences based on tone, attitude, or 
perspective. Teachers can encourage students to use 
contextual clues to identify the meaning of challenging 
vocabulary. Presenting some background on the literary 
text, including its context, may also help students with 
comprehension. After students read a little of the text, 
teachers should stop and ask them to predict what may 
happen�next�or�how�the�story�may�finish.�This�will�enhance�
their ability to make inferences.

§ Multiple-choice�questions�containing�two�sources,�such�
as an article and a chart, can be challenging for students; 
they�may�need�specific�help�from�the�teacher�identifying�
how the two sources are related and in what ways they 
are�similar�and�different.�Teachers�could�introduce�the�
use�of�graphic�organizers�to�assist�students�in�organizing�
information found in the two sources.

In�this�unit,�students�complete�a�modified�version�of�the�
Argumentative�Essay�free-response�question�to�build�skills�
needed to complete the full versions of these tasks in later 
units. 

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – FREE RESPONSE
§ Students�find�writing�an�argumentative�essay�based�on�

three sources to be challenging. To build skills toward this 
task in this unit, students write an essay based on just two 
sources, focusing on creating their thesis or argument 
and including relevant evidence from the sources to 
support their argument. Teacher feedback is most helpful 
if it focuses solely on the essay’s argument and how it is 
supported by evidence from the sources.
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Language and Culture
UNIT 

2

MODE

Interpretive Listening 
and Reading
TASK TYPES: AUDIO REPORT, ARTICLE AND CHART, LITERARY TEXT

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.B.2 

Determine the intended audience.

SKILL 1.B 
Interpret meaning.

SKILL CATEGORY 1
Comprehend written 
texts, audio, and 
visualizations of data.

1.B.3 

Determine the point(s) of view, perspective(s), tone, or attitude.
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Language and Culture
UNIT 

2

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Audio Report

Article and Chart

Literary Text

Sample Activity

Activate�students’�prior�knowledge�by�using�a�K-W-L�chart.

Model�note-taking�strategies�for�listening�to�audio,�including�setting�up�organizers,�using�
symbol and abbreviation strategies, identifying important vocabulary, and listening for 
general ideas.

Engage in a “Window, Mirror, and Sliding Glass Doors?” activity where students name 
something�new�they�learned,�consider�how�it�reflects�their�own�lives,�and�identify�related�
concepts for further exploration.

Share�the�chart�with�students�first,�and�ask�them�to�develop�ideas�about�the�topic�of�the�
paired sources before they read the article.

Have students create mind maps to visually represent how the concepts in the article and 
chart relate to one another.

Discuss how the subjects presented could relate to the other cultural contexts students 
have studied during the course.

Chunk the text into smaller, more manageable units. After reading each smaller unit, ask 
students to predict what might happen next. After reading the entire text, students should 
revisit their predictions and discuss how understanding cultural context enhanced their 
comprehension or how missing cultural context made comprehension challenging.

Have�students�use�the�SOAPStone�method�to�analyze�the�text;�they�should�identify�and�
discuss the speaker, occasion, audience, purpose, subject, and tone.

Ask�students�to�imagine�changing�the�setting�to�a�different�community�and�discuss�how�
what�happens�in�the�text�might�be�different.

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives Sample Activity

1.B.3: Determine 
the point(s) of view, 
perspective(s), tone, 
or attitude.

After reading a text with multiple characters, have students work in small groups to retell 
the event from a given character’s perspective. Once all groups have completed their 
narratives, post them in the classroom, without the characters’ name, and have the other 
groups identify the chosen character.
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Language and Culture
UNIT 

2

MODE

Presentational Writing
TASK TYPE: ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.A.1 

Use a variety of grammatical structures.

SKILL 2.A 
Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

SKILL 2.C
Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.B.1  

Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.C.1  

Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

SKILL CATEGORY 2
Speak and write in 
interpersonal and 
presentational contexts.

2.A.2 

Use a variety of vocabulary.

2.A.3 

Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

2.B.5 

Use�standard�conventions�of�written�language�(e.g.,�capitalization,�orthography,�
accents, punctuation).

2.C.4 

Integrate information from multiple sources to develop and support a position or 
perspective.
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Language and Culture
UNIT 

2

SKILL 2.D
Apply�organizational�and�rhetorical�strategies.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.D.1  

Apply�an�appropriate�organizational�structure.
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Language and Culture
UNIT 

2

TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

Argumentative Essay Practice�arguing�from�different�viewpoints�by�providing�a�prompt�and�assigned�roles/
characters to students for a group discussion. Make sure students’ arguments are based 
on facts.

Show students how to structure an argumentative essay, including an introduction, 
supporting claims, and a conclusion.

Have�students�use�sentence�starters�to�produce�an�effective�position�statement.

Provide�a�graphic�organizer�for�students�to�plan�and�structure�their�essays�with�a�logical�
progression of ideas and information.

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives Sample Activity

2.A.2: Use a variety of 
vocabulary.
2.A.3: Use idiomatic 
and culturally relevant 
expressions.

Have students read or listen to sources that could be used in an argumentative essay. Ask 
students to work in groups to identify unfamiliar words or phrases and determine their 
meaning using context clues.
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Remember to go to AP Classroom 
to assign students the online 
Progress Checks for this unit.

Whether assigned as homework or 
completed in class, the Progress 
Checks provide each student with 
immediate feedback related to this 
unit’s�content�and skills.

Progress Check 3
Multiple-choice: ~15 questions
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ESSENTIAL 
QUESTIONS  
§ How can art and 
creativity�influence�daily�
life? In che modo l’arte e 
la creatività influiscono 
sulla vita quotidiana?

§ How does art both 
challenge�and�reflect�
cultural perspectives? In 
che modo l’arte sfida e 
rispecchia le prospettive 
di una cultura?

§ How do communities 
value art and creativity? 
In che modo le 
comunità sostengono e 
promuovono l’arte e la 
creatività?

§ How is art used to 
record history? In 
che modo l’arte viene 
utilizzata per registrare 
la storia?

Developing Understanding 
This�unit�explores�art�and�creativity�in�Italian-speaking�communities,�which�provides�a�
meaningful context for students in which to acquire and develop a variety of linguistic 
and cultural concepts. The primary focus is on the theme of Art and Creativity; however, 
teachers should integrate other recommended instructional contexts. For example, 
students could:

§ Explore�how�art�and�creativity�influence�the�quality�of�life�and�values�in�a�community
§ Consider�the�role�and�importance�of�art�in�Italian-speaking�communities
§ Discover�how�the�arts�capture�and�reflect�the�history�of�a�community
§ Investigate�how�the�concepts�of�art�and�creativity�are�defined�within�a�culture
§ Explore�how�art�challenges�and�reflects�cultural�perspectives�

RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
§§
§ Artistic Heritage Patrimonio artistico
§ Beauty and Aesthetics Bellezza ed estetica
§ Fashion and Design Moda e design
§ Literature Letteratura
§ Visual and Performing Arts Arti visive e dello spettacolo

Architecture Architettura 

OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
§ Entertainment and Media Intrattenimento e media
§ Pop Culture Cultura pop
§ Sports and Leisure Sport e tempo libero
§ Travel and Tourism Viaggi e turismo
§ Community Activities Iniziative nella comunità
§ Family Relationships Rapporti familiari
§ Urban and Rural Communities Comunità urbane e rurali

Art and Creativity

UNIT

3 ~19–21 CLASS PERIODS
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UNIT 

3 Art and Creativity

Building Course Skills
In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print 
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

§ 1.A.2: Identify data points, patterns, and trends.
§ 1.B.4:�Identify�organizing�and/or�rhetorical�structures� 

and/or strategies.
Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic 
task types, including Audio and Chart, Article, Literary Text, 
and Promotional Material. In using these sources, students 
engage with a variety of vocabulary related to the unit’s 
topics and themes.

In this unit, students also build interpersonal and 
presentational speaking skills, focusing on the following 
learning objectives:

§ 2.A.3: Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.
§ 2.A.4: Adopt an appropriate register for the intended 

audience and situation.
§ 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as 

circumlocution and paraphrasing.
§ 2.B.4:�Use�an�appropriate�rate�of�speech�and�effective�

intonation patterns.
§ 2.C.2: Use research strategies to gather information and 

evidence.
§ 2.C.3: Use examples to provide advice or information and 

to explain opinions or emotions.
§ 2.D.2: Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative 

pronouns, pronoun referents, conjunctions, transitions) to 
effectively�convey�and�connect�ideas.

§ 3.A.1: Describe cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives.

Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to 
engage in the Interpersonal and Presentational modes in the 
following ways:

§ Listening to and reading authentic materials builds 
students’ knowledge of idioms and idiomatic expressions, 
preparing�them�to�communicate�effectively�in�the�target�
language.

§ Researching additional sources related to art and 
creativity provides students with information to present, 
preparing them for the presentational speaking portion of 
the course project.

Preparing for the AP Exam
In this unit, students practice and receive feedback on 
multiple-choice�questions�based�on�the�task�types�of�Audio�
and Chart, Article, Literary Text, and Promotional Material.  

The questions in this unit begin to approach the complexity of 
the AP Exam.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – MULTIPLE CHOICE
§ Students sometimes struggle to understand vocabulary 

in context, especially idiomatic expressions. Teachers 
can provide opportunities for students to identify and 
explain vocabulary based on contextual clues in authentic 
sources, incorporating relevant cultural background 
information.

§ Students also struggle to identify distinguishing features 
of a text, such as purpose, point of view, and/or intended 
audience. Teachers can develop these analytical skills by 
modeling how to break down texts together in class.

§ Students may struggle when asked to interpret data 
from a graph, chart, or table. They may need support in 
interpreting information presented graphically.

In this unit, students practice presentational and interpersonal 
speaking in order to prepare for the Project Presentation and 
Project�Q&A�free-response�questions.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – FREE RESPONSE
§ Successful�responses�to�all�free-response�tasks�should�
be�well�organized�and�provide�significant�detail�and�
elaboration. Teachers can support students in building 
these�skills�by�providing�and�reviewing�examples�of�well-
organized�responses�from�past�exams�that�contain�robust�
details�and elaboration.

§ Students�often�do�not�effectively�use�cohesive�devices�
and transitional expressions when writing or speaking. 
Across�all�free-response�tasks,�teachers�should�work�
with students to develop a robust variety of transitional 
expressions and cohesive devices that go beyond the 
commonly used and, but, and because. Students can 
build a list of these expressions throughout the course, 
and teachers can check for their use in student work. In 
this unit, students practice discussing and demonstrating 
understanding of cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives using transitional expressions and 
cohesive devices. Teachers can create targeted practice 
opportunities for students to use these expressions while 
drawing meaningful comparisons.

§ Students�often�use�generalizations,�personal�anecdotes,�
and even stereotypes rather than researched examples 
that show depth of cultural understanding and 
engagement with the research process. Teachers can 
encourage students to avoid these practices by requiring 
them to cite credible sources, such as reputable news 
outlets, cultural institutions, government, or authentic 
media from the target culture, and by providing feedback 
about how those sources are used.
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UNIT 

3Art and Creativity

MODE

Interpretive Listening 
and Reading
TASK TYPES: AUDIO AND CHART, ARTICLE, LITERARY TEXT, 
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.A.2

Identify data points, patterns, and trends.

SKILL 1.A 
Recognize�explicit�meaning.

SKILL CATEGORY 1
Comprehend written 
texts, audio, and 
visualizations of data.

SKILL 1.B
Interpret meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.B.4  

Identify�organizing�and/or�rhetorical�structures�and/or�strategies.
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Art and Creativity
UNIT 

3

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Audio and Chart

Article

Literary Text

Promotional Material

Sample Activity

Use�targeted�listening�comprehension�activities�to�help�students�first�focus�on�the�overall�
message�and�then�on�specific�facts�from�a�variety�of�audio�texts,�such�as�podcasts,�
interviews, and news reports.

Pair�audio�sources�with�different�representations�of�data,�including�charts,�graphs,�
infographics, diagrams, and tables.

Have�students�summarize�the�content�of�one�source�using�the�structure�of�the�other�
source (e.g., write a summary or dialogue about data represented on a graph or create a 
chart based on information from a news report).

Have�students�create�a�two-column�dialectical�journal.�They�should�record�excerpts�
from�the�text�they�find�important�in�one�column�and�add�questions,�interpretations,�and�
inferences in the other.

Divide students into groups. Ask each group to read a separate article, then discuss with 
their group the article’s main idea, intended audience, tone or perspective, structure, and 
new�vocabulary.�Reshuffle�groups�and�have�students�share�this�information�about�their�
articles with members of other groups.

Ask students to draft, peer review, and send a formal email requesting additional 
information to the author or someone knowledgeable about the topic. 

Build vocabulary by selecting texts that contain idiomatic expressions and asking students 
to�generate�different�contexts�in�which�the�same�expressions�could�be�used.

Jumble a text into sections and ask students to reassemble it in the correct order.

Ask�students�to�write�the�text�or�a�portion�of�the�text�from�a�different�perspective,�such�as�
from�the�point�of�view�of�a�different�character�in�the�text�or�of�someone�in�popular�culture.

Provide students with promotional material, and ask them to annotate the text, marking 
the�information�that�identifies�the�main�ideas,�supporting�details,�and�inferences�about�
the author’s purpose. Then ask students to trade annotations and review a peer’s work, 
marking any information their partner may have missed. 

Share culturally relevant promotional materials to generate discussion about how a 
culture’s perspectives can be seen through their products or practices.

Provide samples of promotional materials from a variety of regions or communities where 
the�target�language�is�spoken.�Ask�students�to�identify�similarities�and�differences�across�
these samples and infer a reason for them.

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives Sample Activity

1.A.2: Identify data 
points, patterns, and 
trends.

Show students an infographic highlighting preferences in art or creative activities, such as 
popular art forms, favorite authors, or emerging design trends. Guide them in discussing 
visible patterns, then ask them to locate other data to support or challenge their 
observations.
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Art and Creativity
UNIT 

3

MODE

Presentational Speaking
TASK TYPE: PROJECT PRESENTATION

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.A.3 

Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

SKILL 2.A 
Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

SKILL 2.C
Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.B.4  

Use�an�appropriate�rate�of�speech�and�effective�intonation�patterns.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.C.2  

Use research strategies to gather information and evidence.

SKILL CATEGORY 2
Speak and write in 
interpersonal and 
presentational contexts.

2.A.4 

Adopt an appropriate register for the intended audience and situation.

2.C.3 

Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.
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Art and Creativity
UNIT 

3

SKILL 2.D
Apply�organizational�and�rhetorical�strategies.

SKILL 3.A
Make connections within and across cultures.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.D.2 

Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative pronouns, pronoun referents, 
conjunctions,�transitions)�to�effectively�convey�and�connect�ideas.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
3.A.1 

Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

SKILL CATEGORY 3
Demonstrate cultural 
understanding.
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Art and Creativity
UNIT 

3

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Project Presentation

Sample Activity

Provide�students�with�a�cultural�discussion�prompt,�a�graphic�organizer,�and�2–3�sources�to�
investigate and prepare for a discussion.

Limit the number of words that students can use in their notes for a discussion, drawing 
a�comparison�to�the�limited�number�of�words�they�can�use�on�their�Personalized�Project�
Reference (PPR).

Have�students�engage�in�a�Socratic�seminar�using�their�completed�graphic�organizer.�After�
the discussion, highlight ways that students used cohesive devices and demonstrated a 
logical progression of ideas and information.

Sample Activity

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives

3.A.1: Describe 
cultural products, 
practices, and 
perspectives.

Have students research a cultural product to explain its related practices and perspectives. 
Organize�a�gallery�walk�where�half�the�class�creates,�displays,�and�presents,�while�the�other�
half visits and asks questions. If time allows, or in a subsequent class period, have students 
switch�roles.�Conclude�by�having�students�write�a�reflection�explaining�how�one�of�the�
products they learned about connects to broader cultural practices and perspectives.
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Art and Creativity
UNIT 

3

MODE

Interpersonal Speaking
TASK TYPE: PROJECT Q&A

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.A.3 

Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

SKILL 2.A 
Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

SKILL 2.C
Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.B.1  

Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.C.3  

Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.

SKILL CATEGORY 2
Speak and write in 
interpersonal and 
presentational contexts.

2.A.4 

Adopt an appropriate register for the intended audience and situation.

2.B.4 

Use�an�appropriate�rate�of�speech�and�effective�intonation�patterns.
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Art and Creativity
UNIT 

3

SKILL 3.A
Make connections within and across cultures.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
3.A.1  

Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

SKILL CATEGORY 3
Demonstrate cultural 
understanding.
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Art and Creativity
UNIT 

3

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Project Q&A

Sample Activity

Invite students to prepare for an interview by researching a cultural product or practice and 
responding to questions from the perspective of someone knowledgeable about it.

Partner students and ask them to write interview questions that align with the Project 
Q&A language functions, including (but not limited to) expressing preferences or opinions, 
providing advice or information, and explaining opinions or emotions. Have them compare 
or�reflect�on�cultural�products,�practices,�or�perspectives.

Have�students�interview�each�other�and�record�the�interviews.�Ask�students�to�self-assess�
or�assess�their�partner’s�language�control�and�fluency.
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AP ITALIAN 
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

UNIT 4

Science and 
Technology

~19–21
CLASS PERIODS
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Remember to go to AP Classroom 
to assign students the online 
Progress Checks for this unit.

Whether assigned as homework or 
completed in class, the Progress 
Checks provide each student with 
immediate feedback related to this 
unit’s�content�and skills.

Progress Check 4
Multiple-choice: ~15 questions
Free-response: 1 question
§ Argumentative Essay
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ESSENTIAL 
QUESTIONS
§ What factors drive 

innovation and 
discovery in the 
fields�of�science�and�
technology? Quali fattori 
stimolano l’innovazione 
e la scoperta nei campi 
della scienza e della 
tecnologia?

§ How does technology 
enhance global 
communication? 
In che modo la 
tecnologia migliora la 
comunicazione globale?

§ What is the societal 
impact�of�scientific�
or technological 
advancements? 
Che impatto hanno i 
progressi scientifici 
e tecnologici sulla 
società?

UNIT

4 ~19–21 CLASS PERIODS

Science and 
Technology

Developing Understanding
Unit�4�explores�the�effects�of�science�and�technology�on�people’s�lives�in�Italian-speaking�
communities. This unit encourages students to work with more complex academic 
vocabulary and content as they continue to develop linguistic and cultural concepts from 
previous units. While Science and Technology is the primary thematic focus of the unit, 
teachers are encouraged to integrate other recommended instructional contexts. For 
example, students could:

§ Explore how developments in science can both create and resolve challenges in 
contemporary society 

§ Investigate how technology creates new ways to connect with others and how it impacts 
and shapes language and culture.

RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
§ Innovations and Emerging Technologies Innovazioni e tecnologie emergenti
§ Personal Technology and Communication Tecnologia personale e comunicazione
§ Science in Everyday Life Scienza nella vita quotidiana
§ Societal Impacts of Science and Technology Impatto sociale della scienza e della 

tecnologia 

OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
§ Global Communication Comunicazione globale
§ Policy and Planning Strategie e pianificazione
§ Transportation Trasporti
§ Education and Career Istruzione e carriera
§ Food and Health Alimentazione e salute
§ Travel and Tourism Viaggi e turismo
§ Community Activities Iniziative nella comunità
§ Social Interactions and Relationships Interazioni e rapporti sociali
§ Urban and Rural Communities Comunità urbane e rurali
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Science and Technology
UNIT

4
Building Course Skills
In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print 
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

§ 1.B.5: Determine the meaning of words and phrases using 
textual cues.

§ 1.C.1: Connect information within or across sources.
Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic 
task types, including Instructional Guidance, Interview, 
Presentation, and Article and Chart. In using these sources, 
students engage with a variety of vocabulary related to the 
unit’s topics and themes.

In this unit, students also build presentational writing skills, 
focusing on the following learning objectives:

§ 2.A.3: Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.
§ 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as 

circumlocution and paraphrasing.
§ 2.B.5: Use standard conventions of written language (e.g., 
capitalization,�orthography,�accents,�punctuation).

§ 2.C.3: Use examples to provide advice or information and 
to explain opinions or emotions.

§ 2.C.4: Integrate information from multiple sources to 
develop and support a position or perspective.

§ 2.D.1:�Apply�an�appropriate�organizational�structure.
§ 2.D.2: Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative 

pronouns, pronoun referents, conjunctions, transitions) to 
effectively�convey�and�connect�ideas.

§ 3.A.1: Describe cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives.

Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to 
engage in the Presentational mode in the following ways:

§ Identifying main ideas, supporting details, and points 
of view and interpreting data in print and audio sources 
about science and technology prepares students to 
select evidence for writing an argumentative essay.

§ Explaining cultural products, practices, and perspectives 
by applying cultural understanding builds skills in making 
effective�comparisons.

Preparing for the AP Exam
In�this�unit,�students�complete�multiple-choice�questions�
based on the task types of Instructional Guidance, 
Interview, Presentation, and Article and Chart, giving them 
the opportunity to practice working with varied texts and 
to receive feedback on their comprehension of items of 
increasing complexity. 

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – MULTIPLE CHOICE
§ Students�find�listening�to�authentic�instructional�

guidance and presentations challenging: the speed of 
delivery by native speakers, the speaker’s presentational 
style or dialect, and background sounds may interfere 
with understanding. The content itself may also be 
challenging. Teachers can prepare students by providing 
numerous opportunities to listen to a wide variety of 
audio sources in the target language, ideally providing 
key interdisciplinary vocabulary ahead of time. Teachers 
should teach strategies for taking notes while listening 
and encourage students to identify main ideas and 
supporting details. Students can listen to the source 
multiple times, with the teacher pausing occasionally to 
check for student understanding.

§ As�previously�stated�in�Unit�2,�students�find�tasks�with�
two sources challenging. Students can continue to  
make connections between sources using graphic 
organizers.

In this unit, students also continue building their skills for 
the�Argumentative�Essay�free-response�question.�In�Unit�
2, students developed a thesis statement for their written 
argument.�In�Unit�4,�the�essay�task�is�further�scaffolded�to�
the complexity students can expect on the AP Exam.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – FREE RESPONSE
§ Students�sometimes�focus�on�summarizing�the�sources�

instead of integrating evidence from all the sources to 
support their argument. Teachers can show examples 
from�past�exams�of�effective�essays�that�successfully�
integrated the sources. Teachers can also show 
ineffective�sample�essays�to�demonstrate�how�not�
integrating evidence detracts from the argument.

§ Students sometimes forget to cite sources used in  
their essays. While using formal style guidelines is  
not expected on the AP Exam, students should 
acknowledge a source each time it is referenced, by 
giving the source name, author, or number (Source 1, 
Source�2,�Source�3)�or by�stating�the�type�of�source�
(article, chart, audio).

§ Students�often�struggle�to�effectively�organize�their�ideas.�
Teachers can guide students to: 
◆ Clearly state their argument in the opening 

paragraph
◆ Develop their argument in subsequent paragraphs 

by integrating evidence from the sources
◆ Enhance the reader’s understanding by using 
effective�transitions�and�cohesive�devices

◆ Bring the essay to an appropriate conclusion in 
which they do not simply restate their argument
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UNIT

4Science and Technology
UNIT

4
§ Students do not always proofread and revise their work, 

so teachers should remind them that reviewing their work 
for spelling, grammar, and mechanics is part of the writing 
process. 

§ Teachers�should�encourage�students�to�familiarize�
themselves with the digital platform used when 
completing�the�free-response�questions�on�exam�day,�
including the use of accent marks or special characters.
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Science and Technology
UNIT 

4

MODE

Interpretive Listening 
and Reading
TASK TYPES: INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDANCE, INTERVIEW, PRESENTATION, 
ARTICLE AND CHART

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.B.5

Determine the meaning of words and phrases using textual cues.

SKILL 1.B 
Interpret meaning.

SKILL CATEGORY 1
Comprehend written 
texts, audio, and 
visualizations of data.

SKILL 1.C
Synthesize�and�infer�meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.C.1  

Connect information within or across sources.
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Science and Technology
UNIT 

4

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Instructional Guidance

Interview

Presentation

Article and Chart

Sample Activity

Preview�vocabulary�by�asking�students�to�categorize�words�and�phrases�into�themed�
groups and predict how the terms might relate to an audio source before listening to it.

For�video�sources,�have�students�listen�to�them�without�video�first,�and�then�ask�them�to�
sketch a storyboard displaying the video’s content. Then watch the video to compare what 
the storyboards show to what appears onscreen.

Invite students to create their own instructions for completing a task related to the 
recommended contexts and then present them to the class. Have their classmates ask 
follow-up�questions.

Practice previewing questions before listening to the source. Provide students with 
multiple opportunities to listen to and take notes.

Practice strategies for helping students comprehend dialogue that is spoken quickly, 
including�checking�off�specific�words�or�phrases�or�circling�words�that�are�heard�from�a�
word bank.

To�practice�listening�for�supporting�details,�ask�students�to�write�a�follow-up�email�to�the�
interview subject with additional questions. Let students know they will be doing this 
before playing the interview. 

Provide�students�with�lines�of�dialogue�out�of�order�and�have�them�reorganize�the�lines�as�
they listen.

Ask�students�to�listen�to�two�presentations�from�different�speakers�about�the�same�
topic�(e.g.,�a�teacher’s�presentation�and�a�student’s).�Have�students�analyze�how�the�two�
perspectives�are�similar�or�different.

Have students write a response to the presenter(s) of the presentation to share their 
opinions and ask for additional information.

Share�the�chart�with�students�first,�and�ask�them�to�develop�ideas�about�the�topic�of�the�
paired sources before they read the article.

Have students create mind maps to visually represent how the concepts in the article and 
chart relate to one another.

Discuss how the subjects presented could relate to the other cultural contexts students 
have studied during the course.

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives Sample Activity

1.B.5: Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases using textual 
cues.

Have students research technical innovations in the target language, focusing on one 
product in particular. Ask them to underline a word or phrase in their chosen product’s 
description�and�write�a�definition�in�their�own�words,�citing�the�textual�evidence�that�
supports its meaning.
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Science and Technology
UNIT 

4

MODE

Presentational Writing
TASK TYPE: ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.A.3 

Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

SKILL 2.A 
Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

SKILL 2.C
Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.B.1  

Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.C.3  

Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.

SKILL CATEGORY 2
Speak and write in 
interpersonal and 
presentational contexts.

2.C.4 

Integrate information from multiple sources to develop and support a position or 
perspective.

2.B.5 

Use�standard�conventions�of�written�language�(e.g.,�capitalization,�orthography,�
accents, punctuation).
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Science and Technology
UNIT 

4

SKILL 2.D
Apply�organizational�and�rhetorical�strategies.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.D.1  

Apply�an�appropriate�organizational�structure.

2.D.2 

Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative pronouns, pronoun referents, 
conjunctions,�transitions)�to�effectively�convey�and�connect�ideas.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
3.A.1 

Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

SKILL 3.A 
Make connections within and across cultures.

SKILL CATEGORY 3
Demonstrate cultural 
understanding.
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Science and Technology
UNIT 

4

TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

Argumentative Essay Introduce the Argumentative Essay scoring guidelines. Have students read past student 
essay samples and make connections between the samples and the scoring guidelines.

Show and discuss model essays that integrate examples and claims from the sources with 
explanations�rather�than�simply�summarizing�the�sources’�content.

Provide possible language for referring to sources in writing in a way that consistently 
makes the source of information clear.

Select a variety of sources (including written texts, charts and graphs, and audio sources) 
for students to engage with.

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives Sample Activity

2.C.3: Use examples 
to provide advice or 
information and to 
explain opinions or 
emotions.
2.C.4: Integrate 
information from 
multiple sources 
to develop and 
support a position or 
perspective.
2.D.1: Apply 
an appropriate 
organizational�
structure.
2.D.2: Use a variety of 
cohesive devices (e.g., 
relative pronouns, 
pronoun referents, 
conjunctions, 
transitions) to 
effectively�convey�and�
connect ideas.

Provide students with sources on innovations and emerging technologies in the target 
culture.�Have�pairs�of�students�first�discuss�the�relevant�pros�and�cons�and�then�write�
an�op-ed�stating�whether�the�innovation�should�be�adopted,�using�cohesive�devices�to�
organize�and�connect�their�ideas.
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AP ITALIAN  
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

UNIT  5

Contemporary 
Life

~19–21
CLASS PERIODS
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Remember to go to AP Classroom 
to assign students the online 
Progress Checks for this unit.

Whether assigned as homework or 
completed in class, the Progress 
Checks provide each student with 
immediate feedback related to this 
unit’s�content�and skills.

Progress Check 5
Multiple-choice: ~25 questions
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ESSENTIAL 
QUESTIONS
§ How has contemporary 

life changed in the 
last 20 years? Com’è 
cambiata la vita 
contemporanea negli 
ultimi 20 anni?

§ What impact do cultural 
values and traditions 
have on contemporary 
life? Quale impatto 
hanno i valori e le 
tradizioni sulla vita 
contemporanea? 

§ What�influences�
one’s interpretation 
and perception of 
what is valued in 
contemporary life? 
Quali fattori influiscono 
sull’interpretazione e 
sulla percezione di ciò 
che viene considerato 
importante nella vita 
contemporanea?

Developing Understanding 
This�unit�explores�themes�related�to�contemporary�life�in�Italian-speaking�communities,� 
which provides a meaningful context for students in which to work on increasingly nuanced 
linguistic and cultural concepts as they expand their academic vocabulary. While the unit’s 
primary thematic focus is Contemporary Life, other recommended instructional contexts  
may also be incorporated. For example, students could:

§ Investigate how cultural perspectives and traditions relate to contemporary life
§ Consider�how�a�community’s�culture�affects�public�life
§ Explore�how�popular�culture�influences�contemporary�life

RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
§ Education and Career Istruzione e carriera 
§ Entertainment and Media Intrattenimento e media
§ Food and Health Alimentazione e salute
§ Pop Culture Cultura pop
§ Sports and Leisure Sport e tempo libero 
§ Travel and Tourism Viaggi e turismo

OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
§ Innovations and Emerging Technologies Innovazioni e tecnologie emergenti
§ Personal Technology and Communication Tecnologia personale e comunicazione
§ Science in Everyday Life Scienza nella vita quotidiana
§ Societal Impacts of Science and Technology Impatto sociale della scienza e della 

tecnologia
§ Beauty and Aesthetics Bellezza ed estetica
§ Fashion and Design Moda e design
§ Visual and Performing Arts Arti visive e dello spettacolo

Contemporary Life

UNIT

5 ~19–21 CLASS PERIODS
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UNIT 

5 Contemporary Life
UNIT

5
Building Course Skills
In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print 
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

§ 1.C.2:�Synthesize�meaning�to�draw�logical�conclusions.
§ 1.C.3: Infer implied meaning through context.

Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic 
task types, including Audio and Chart, Instructional Guidance, 
Interview, and Literary Text. Using these sources, students 
engage with a variety of vocabulary related to the unit’s 
topics and themes.

In this unit, students also build interpersonal and 
presentational speaking skills, focusing on the following 
learning objectives:

§ 2.A.1: Use a variety of grammatical structures.
§ 2.A.2: Use a variety of vocabulary.
§ 2.A.3: Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.
§ 2.A.4: Adopt an appropriate register for the intended 

audience and situation.
§ 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as 

circumlocution and paraphrasing.
§ 2.B.2:�Monitor�language�production;�recognize�errors�and�
attempt�self-correction�in�spoken�exchanges.

§ 2.B.3: Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a variety 
of speakers of the target language.

§ 2.B.4:�Use�an�appropriate�rate�of�speech�and�effective�
intonation patterns.

§ 2.C.1: Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.
§ 2.C.2: Use research strategies to gather information and 

evidence.
§ 2.C.3: Use examples to provide advice or information and to 

explain opinions or emotions.
§ 2.C.4: Integrate information from multiple sources to 

develop and support a position or perspective.
§ 2.C.5: Reference and cite sources appropriately.
§ 2.D.1:�Apply�an�appropriate�organizational�structure.
§ 2.D.2: Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative 

pronouns, pronoun referents, conjunctions, transitions) to 
effectively�convey�and�connect�ideas.

§ 3.A.1: Describe cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives.

§ 3.A.2: Compare cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives among distinct communities.

§ 3.A.3:�Reflect�on�the�significance�of�cultural�products,�
practices, and perspectives.

Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to 
engage in the Interpersonal and Presentational modes in the 
following ways:

§ Engaging with authentic texts helps students acquire 
idiomatic expressions and culturally appropriate registers 
while developing strategies to maintain comprehensible, 
coherent interaction, preparing them to navigate 
spontaneous�interpersonal�conversations�that�reflect�real-
world cultural norms.

§ Interacting with cultural resources builds students’ ability 
to�synthesize�diverse�perspectives�and�express�them�in�
cohesive cultural presentations.

Preparing for the AP Exam
In�this�unit,�students�complete�multiple-choice�questions�with�
the Audio and Chart, Instructional Guidance, Interview, and 
Literary Text task types. These questions closely align to the 
level of complexity students will see on the AP Exam.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – MULTIPLE CHOICE
§ Students�may�have�difficulty�differentiating�among�

speakers while listening to interviews. Teachers should 
provide numerous examples of recorded interviews and 
have students listen to them multiple times in order to 
clearly�distinguish�the�different�speakers.�After�listening,�
teachers can provide excerpts and ask students to 
identify each speaker.

§ Students�often�neglect�to�read�the�advance�organizers�
that�precede�each�source.�These�organizers�provide�
context and essential information about the sources, so 
teachers should encourage students to read them.

In this unit, students also prepare for the Project Presentation 
and�Project�Q&A�free-response�questions.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – FREE RESPONSE
§ In the Project Q&A, students may not completely respond 

to the question or may speak about topics that were not 
a part of the question. Teachers should provide practice 
strategies for noting all of the content of the questions 
and responding completely.

§ Students�should�not�overuse�memorized�stock�phrases.�
For example, “What a good question,” “Let me think for a 
minute,” and “Just a second” may be appropriate to use 
occasionally, but such phrases should not be relied on for 
each turn in the conversation. Teachers should encourage 
students to use the full 40 seconds to respond.

§ Teachers should remind students that during the Project 
Q&A, they need to pay attention to register and avoid 
shifting registers during their responses.

§ For both speaking tasks, teachers should remind 
students�to�monitor�their�language�production�and�self-
correct�if�they�realize�they�have�made�a�mistake.�They�are�
not�penalized�for�doing�so�on�the�exam.

§ For all tasks in this unit, students need to continue to 
focus on providing details and elaboration.
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Contemporary Life
UNIT 

5
UNIT

5

MODE

Interpretive Listening 
and Reading
TASK TYPES: AUDIO AND CHART, INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDANCE, 
INTERVIEW, LITERARY TEXT

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.C.2

Synthesize�meaning�to�draw�logical�conclusions.

SKILL 1.C 
Synthesize�and�infer�meaning.

SKILL CATEGORY 1
Comprehend written 
texts, audio, and 
visualizations of data.

1.C.3  

Infer implied meaning through context.
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Contemporary Life
UNIT 

5
UNIT

5

TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

Audio and Chart Have students take notes as they listen to an audio source, focusing on writing only 1–2 
words for each of the major points mentioned.

Lead a class discussion in which students describe how the data represented in the chart 
reflects�the�main�ideas�of�the�audio�source.

Ask students to connect the content of an audio source to similar situations in their own 
communities.

Instructional Guidance Consider�using�different�formats�of�instructional�sources,�including�recipes�and�how-to�
videos, that relate to cultural topics.

Provide students with unfamiliar vocabulary words without context ahead of listening, and 
ask them to determine their meaning using the context of the source as they listen.

Have students identify cultural products, practices, or perspectives in an instructional 
guidance source and then compare these to products, practices, or perspectives in their 
own communities.

Interview Ask students to listen to audio interviews about the same topic in various regional dialects 
while following along with the transcript. Have students highlight words or expressions that 
are�unfamiliar�to�them�and/or�different�across�interviews.�Discuss�the�highlighted�words�
and expressions as a class.

Ask�students�to�evaluate�how�the�perspectives�of�the�speaker(s)�are�similar�or�different�
from their own culture. They should support their opinion with evidence from the source.

Pair�students�and�have�them�role-play�the�interviewer�and�interviewee�in�a�discussion�
about a similar topic.

Literary Text Select works that require students to infer information and prompt them to defend those 
inferences with textual evidence.

Have students develop practice exam questions based on the information in the text.

Have students investigate cultural products, practices, and perspectives associated with 
the�text�and�reflect�on�their�influence�on�the�text.

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives Sample Activity

1.C.2:�Synthesize�
meaning to draw 
logical conclusions.
1.C.3: Infer implied 
meaning through 
context.

After�analyzing�a�chart�or�article�with�data,�have�students�work�in�small�groups�to�write�one�
inference about the information and one conclusion based on textual evidence. Each group 
should cite the evidence that supports their statements. Groups then exchange work, and 
peers add another piece of evidence or propose an alternative interpretation.
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Contemporary Life
UNIT 

5

MODE

Presentational Speaking
TASK TYPE: PROJECT PRESENTATION

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.A.1

Use a variety of grammatical structures.

SKILL 2.A 
Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.B.2  

Monitor�language�production;�recognize�errors�and�attempt�self-correction�in�spoken�
exchanges.

SKILL CATEGORY 2
Speak and write in 
interpersonal and 
presentational contexts.

2.A.2 

Use a variety of vocabulary.

2.A.3 

Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

2.B.3 

Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a variety of speakers of the target 
language.

2.A.4 

Adopt an appropriate register for the intended audience and situation.

2.B.4 

Use�an�appropriate�rate�of�speech�and�effective�intonation�patterns.
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Contemporary Life
UNIT 

5

SKILL 2.C
Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

SKILL 2.D
Apply�organizational�and�rhetorical�strategies.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.C.1  

Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.D.1  

Apply�an�appropriate�organizational�structure.

2.C.2 

Use research strategies to gather information and evidence.

2.D.2 

Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative pronouns, pronoun referents, 
conjunctions,�transitions)�to�effectively�convey�and�connect�ideas.

2.C.3 

Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.

2.C.4

Integrate information from multiple sources to develop and support a position or 
perspective.

2.C.5 

Reference and cite sources appropriately.
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Contemporary Life
UNIT 

5
UNIT 

5

SKILL 3.A
Make connections within and across cultures.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
3.A.1  

Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

3.A.2 

Compare cultural products, practices, and perspectives among distinct communities.

3.A.3 

Reflect�on�the�significance�of�cultural�products,�practices,�and�perspectives.

SKILL CATEGORY 3
Demonstrate cultural 
understanding.
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Contemporary Life
UNIT 

5

MODE

Interpersonal Speaking
TASK TYPE: PROJECT Q&A

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.A.1

Use a variety of grammatical structures.

SKILL 2.A 
Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.B.1  

Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

SKILL CATEGORY 2
Speak and write in 
interpersonal and 
presentational contexts.

2.A.2 

Use a variety of vocabulary.

2.A.3 

Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

2.B.2 

Monitor�language�production;�recognize�errors�and�attempt�self-correction�in�spoken�
exchanges.

2.A.4 

Adopt an appropriate register for the intended audience and situation.

2.B.3 

Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a variety of the target language.

2.B.4 

Use�an�appropriate�rate�of�speech�and�effective�intonation�patterns.

Course Framework | 72AP Italian Language and Culture Course and Exam Description
Return to Table of Contents

© 2026 College Board



Contemporary Life
UNIT 

5
UNIT 

5

SKILL 2.C
Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

SKILL 3.A
Make connections within and across cultures.

SKILL CATEGORY 3
Demonstrate cultural 
understanding.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.C.1  

Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
3.A.1  

Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

3.A.2 

Compare cultural products, practices, and perspectives among distinct communities.

2.C.3 

Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.

3.A.3 

Reflect�on�the�significance�of�cultural�products,�practices,�and�perspectives.
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Contemporary Life
UNIT 

5

TEACHER TALK

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives Sample Activity

2.A.2: Use a variety of 
vocabulary.
2.C.2: Use research 
strategies to gather 
information and 
evidence.
2.C.3: Use examples 
to provide advice or 
information and to 
explain opinions or 
emotions.
2.C.4: Integrate 
information from 
multiple sources 
to develop and 
support a position or 
perspective.
2.C.5: Reference 
and cite sources 
appropriately.
2.D.1: Apply 
an appropriate 
organizational�
structure

Provide students with a prompt related to contemporary life in the target culture (e.g., 
education, food, or leisure). In pairs, have them research the topic using multiple sources 
and�then�create�a�short,�spoken�response�that�incorporates�evidence�from�their�findings�
and�uses�clear�organization�and�varied�vocabulary.

NOTE:�There�are�no�Teacher�Talk�activities�specific�to�the�Project�Presentation�and�Project�Q&A�in�this�unit.�See�the�Project�Manual�
for activities related to the course project.
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AP ITALIAN  
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

UNIT  6

Global 
Contexts

~19–21 
CLASS PERIODS
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Remember to go to AP Classroom 
to assign students the online 
Progress Checks for this unit.

Whether assigned as homework or 
completed in class, the Progress 
Checks provide each student with 
immediate feedback related to this 
unit’s�content�and skills.

Progress Check 4
Multiple-choice: ~25 questions
Free-response: 1 question
§ Argumentative Essay
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ESSENTIAL 
QUESTIONS 
§ How do global 

phenomena impact 
Italian-speaking�
communities? In che 
modo i fenomeni globali 
incidono sulle comunità 
italofone?

§ What role do individuals 
play in understanding 
and responding to 
global phenomena? 
Qual è il ruolo 
degli individui nella 
comprensione e nella 
risposta ai fenomeni 
globali?

§ How do complex issues 
affect�a�society’s�
culture? In che modo 
le questioni complesse 
influenzano la cultura di 
una società?

Developing Understanding 
This�final�unit�explores�how�the�lives�of�Italian-speaking�people�are�affected�by�the�world�
around them. Engaging with the primary theme of Global Contexts encourages students 
to�use�more�sophisticated�vocabulary�and�sentence�structure�as�they�continue�to�refine�
their language skills and understanding of cultural concepts. The unit also connects to other 
recommended instructional contexts. For example, students could:

§ Investigate�how�global�phenomena�affect�individual�families�and�communities
§ Explore�how�individuals�can�influence�the�world�around�them
§ Suggest possible solutions that address contemporary global challenges

RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
§ Global Communication Comunicazione globale
§ Natural World Mondo naturale
§ History Storia
§ Policy and Planning Strategie e pianificazione
§ Transportation Trasporti

OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
§ Education and Career Istruzione e carriera
§ Entertainment and Media Intrattenimento e media
§ Food and Health Alimentazione e salute
§ Innovations and Emerging Technologies Innovazioni e tecnologie emergenti
§ Personal Technology and Communication Tecnologia personale e comunicazione
§ Societal Impacts of Science and Technology Impatto sociale della scienza e della 

tecnologia
§ Community Activities Iniziative nella comunità
§ Family Relationships Rapporti familiari
§ Social Interactions and Relationships Interazioni e rapporti sociali

Global Contexts

UNIT

6 ~19–21 CLASS PERIODS
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UNIT 

6 Global Contexts

Building Course Skills
In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print 
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

§ 1.A.1: Identify supporting or relevant details.
§ 1.A.2: Identify data points, patterns, and trends.
§ 1.B.1: Determine the main idea, theme, or purpose.
§ 1.B.2: Determine the intended audience.
§ 1.B.3: Determine the point(s) of view, perspective(s), tone, 

or attitude.
§ 1.B.4:�Identify�organizing�and/or�rhetorical�structures�and/

or strategies.
§ 1.B.5: Determine the meaning of words and phrases using 

textual cues.
§ 1.C.1: Connect information within or across sources.
§ 1.C.2:�Synthesize�meaning�to�draw�logical�conclusions.
§ 1.C.3: Infer implied meaning through context.

Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic 
task types, including Audio Report, Presentation, and Article 
and Chart. Using these sources, students engage with a 
variety of vocabulary related to the unit’s topics and themes.

In this unit, students also build presentational writing skills, 
focusing on the following learning objectives:

§ 2.A.1: Use a variety of grammatical structures.
§ 2.A.2: Use a variety of vocabulary.
§ 2.A.3: Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.
§ 2.A.4: Adopt an appropriate register for the intended 

audience and situation.
§ 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as 

circumlocution and paraphrasing.
§ 2.B.5: Use standard conventions of written language (e.g., 
capitalization,�orthography,�accents,�punctuation).

§ 2.C.1: Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.
§ 2.C.3: Use examples to provide advice or information and 

to explain opinions or emotions.
§ 2.C.4: Integrate information from multiple sources to 

develop and support a position or perspective.
§ 2.D.1:�Apply�an�appropriate�organizational�structure.
§ 2.D.2: Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative 

pronouns, pronoun referents, conjunctions, transitions) to 
effectively�convey�and�connect�ideas.

§ 3.A.1: Describe cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives.

§ 3.A.2: Compare cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives among distinct communities.

§ 3.A.3:�Reflect�on�the�significance�of�cultural�products,�
practices, and perspectives.

Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to 
engage in the Presentational mode in the following ways:

§ Listening to and reading authentic materials prepares 
students�to�analyze,�organize,�and�produce�cohesive�
written texts that integrate relevant details, perspectives, 
and�evidence�for�a�specific�audience�and�purpose.

§ Applying cultural information about global contexts 
prepares students to develop argumentative essays 
that�describe,�compare,�and�reflect�on�how�products,�
practices, and perspectives are represented across 
target-language�communities.

Preparing for the AP Exam
In�this�final�unit,�students�complete�multiple-choice�
questions in the Interpretive mode, using the Audio Report, 
Presentation, and Article and Chart task types. Many skills 
acquired�through�these�multiple-choice�questions�will�be�
transferable to other task types on the exam.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE – MULTIPLE CHOICE
§ Students�find�listening�to�audio�reports�and�presentations�
difficult�because�they�must�process�a�high�amount�of�
information in a short amount of time. Teachers can help 
students build these skills by incorporating timed practice 
that mirrors exam conditions, encouraging students to 
listen�first�for�the�main�idea�and�then�refine�their�notes�for�
supporting details on a second listen.

§ Students�find�working�with�articles�and�charts�challenging�
because they need to deeply engage with the content 
of both sources. Teachers can support students by 
modeling how to unpack all the information provided and 
guide their understanding with leading questions.

Students demonstrate presentational writing skills by 
completing�a�full�Argumentative�Essay�free-response�
question. They apply their understanding of academic 
vocabulary in a written presentation and enhance clarity by 
using�effective�transitions.
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Global Contexts
UNIT 

6
AREAS OF CHALLENGE – FREE RESPONSE
§ Students should practice the writing tasks for the 
Argumentative�Essay�free-response�question�throughout�
the year. As students prepare for the writing question on 
the AP Exam, teachers should encourage students to:
◆ Provide�a�thesis�statement�that�clearly�defines�their�

argument

◆ Integrate relevant evidence from all three sources in 
support of their argument

◆ Leave time to review and revise their work, paying 
careful attention to mechanics (teachers can provide 
a checklist of basic punctuation, spelling, and 
grammatical issues) 
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Global Contexts
UNIT 

6

MODE

Interpretive Listening 
and Reading
TASK TYPES: AUDIO REPORT, PRESENTATION, ARTICLE AND CHART

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.A.1

Identify supporting or relevant details.

SKILL 1.A 
Recognize�explicit�meaning.

SKILL 1.B
Interpret meaning.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.B.1 

Determine the main idea, theme, or purpose.

SKILL CATEGORY 1
Comprehend written 
texts, audio, and 
visualizations of data.

1.A.2 

Identify data points, patterns, and trends.

1.B.2 

Determine the intended audience.

1.B.3 

Determine the point(s) of view, perspective(s), tone, or attitude.

1.B.4 

Identify�organizing�and/or�rhetorical�structures�and/or�strategies.

1.B.5 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases using textual cues.
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Global Contexts
UNIT 

6

SKILL 1.C
Synthesize�and�infer�meaning.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
1.C.1 

Connect information within or across sources.

1.C.2 

Synthesize�meaning�to�draw�logical�conclusions.

1.C.3 

Infer implied meaning through context.
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Global Contexts
UNIT 

6

TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

Audio Report Play an audio source in segments, pausing at key moments for students to infer implicit 
meanings based on tone and context.

Have�students�engage�in�an�informal�conversation�about�the�organizational�structures� 
and/or rhetorical strategies used in the audio report.

Ask�students�to�respond�to�an�open-ended�question�in�which�they�use�information�from�
the source to support their answers.

Presentation Listen�to�the�audio�source�twice,�focusing�first�on�the�general�theme�and�then�on�
supporting details.

Have students create an infographic representing the information shared in the 
presentation source.

Ask students to research 2–3 cultural products, practices, or perspectives mentioned 
in the source. In a gallery walk, students explain how one of these products, practices, 
or�perspectives�challenged�or�reinforced�their�understanding�of�the�target-language-
speaking world.

Article and Chart Have�students�write�sample�questions�that�focus�on�synthesizing�content�from�the�two�
sources.

Pair students for a timed, unstructured conversation during which they can react to the 
information in the source.

Have�students�research�on�their�own�to�find�additional�data�that�is�related�to�the�chart.� 
Ask�them�to�describe�(either�in�writing�or�speaking)�which�sources�they�find�most�reliable�
and why.

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives Sample Activity

1.C.1: Connect 
information within or 
across sources.
1.C.2:�Synthesize�
meaning to draw 
logical conclusions.
1.C.3: Infer implied 
meaning through 
context.

After engaging with paired or multiple sources, have students state a logical conclusion 
about how the sources connect. Then ask them to point out the details, data points or 
trends, and inferences supported by evidence that led to their conclusions. Invite students 
to discuss their thought processes with classmates to compare.
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Global Contexts
UNIT 

6

MODE

Presentational Writing
TASK TYPE: ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.A.1

Use a variety of grammatical structures.

SKILL 2.A 
Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.B.1 

Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

SKILL CATEGORY 2
Speak and write in 
interpersonal and 
presentational contexts.

2.A.2 

Use a variety of vocabulary.

2.A.3 

Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

2.B.5 

Use�standard�conventions�of�written�language�(e.g.,�capitalization,�orthography,�
accents, punctuation).
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Global Contexts
UNIT 

6

SKILL 2.C
Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

SKILL 3.A
Make connections within and across cultures.

SKILL 2.D
Apply�organizational�and�rhetorical�strategies.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

SKILL 2.B
Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.C.1

Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
3.A.1

Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.D.1

Apply�an�appropriate�organizational�structure.

2.C.3 

Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.

3.A.2 

Compare cultural products, practices, and perspectives among distinct communities.

2.D.2 

Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative pronouns, pronoun referents, 
conjunctions,�transitions)�to�effectively�convey�and�connect�ideas.

2.C.4

Integrate information from multiple sources to develop and support a position or 
perspective.

3.A.3

Reflect�on�the�significance�of�cultural�products,�practices,�and�perspectives.

SKILL CATEGORY 3
Demonstrate cultural 
understanding.
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Global Contexts
UNIT 

6

TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

Argumentative Essay Using the released exam questions and sample student answers, ask students to identify 
examples�of�effective�and�ineffective�use�of�cohesive�devices.

Discuss review and revision techniques with students. Ask students to peer review each 
other’s work, targeting vocabulary development, mechanics, and source synthesis.

Encourage students to revise their essays based on provided feedback.

Highlighted 
Learning 
Objectives Sample Activity

2.C.4: Integrate 
information from 
multiple sources 
to develop and 
support a position or 
perspective.
2.D.2: Use a variety of 
cohesive devices (e.g., 
relative pronouns, 
pronoun referents, 
conjunctions, 
transitions) to 
effectively�convey�and�
connect ideas.
3.A.1: Describe 
cultural products, 
practices, and 
perspectives.
3.A.2: Compare 
cultural products, 
practices, and 
perspectives among 
distinct communities.
3.A.3:�Reflect�on�the�
significance�of�cultural�
products, practices, 
and perspectives.

Provide students with two brief, thematically related sources pertaining to Global 
Contexts—one�print�source�and�one�visualization�of�data.�Have�them�write�a�short�
paragraph comparing a cultural product or practice from each source and explaining 
how�these�reflect�cultural�perspectives.�The�paragraph�should�use�cohesive�devices�and�
integrate evidence from both sources. Ask students to exchange drafts with a partner and 
provide feedback on clarity and depth of cultural analysis.
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Exam 
Information

AP ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE





Exam Overview

The AP Italian Language and Culture Exam assesses student understanding of the skills and learning objectives 
outlined�in�the�course�framework.�The�exam�is�around�two�and�a�half�hours�long�and�includes�3�free-response�
questions�and�55 multiple-choice�questions.�The�details�of�the�exam,�including�exam�weighting�and�timing,�can�be�
found below.

Section Question Type
Number of 
Questions

Exam 
Weighting Timing

I Free-response questions 3 50% 65–70 minutes

Question 1: Project Presentation 20%

Question 2: Project Q&A  
(4 questions) 15%

Question 3: Argumentative Essay 15%

II Multiple-choice questions 55 50% 80 minutes

Part A: Listening 25 25% 40 minutes

Part B: Reading 30 25% 40 minutes

The exam assesses skills developed in each of the six thematic units: 

1. Families and Communities

2. Language and Culture

3. Art and Creativity

4. Science and Technology

5. Contemporary Life

6. Global Contexts
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How Student Learning Is 
Assessed on the AP Exam 

All�three�AP�Italian�Language�and�Culture�skill�categories�are�assessed�on�the�AP�Exam�in�the�multiple-choice�and� 
free-response�sections�as�detailed�below.�

Skill Category Multiple-Choice Section Free-Response Section

Skill Category 1:  
Comprehend 
written texts, audio, 
and�visualizations�
of data.

Comprehension of text, audio, and images, 
including�visualizations�of�data,�is�assessed�in�
every�multiple-choice�question�set.

The skills associated with comprehension 
of text, audio, and images, including 
visualizations�of�data,�are�not�directly�
assessed�in�free-response�questions.

Skill Category 2:  
Speak and write 
in interpersonal 
and presentational 
contexts.

The skills associated with speaking and 
writing in interpersonal and presentational 
contexts�are�not�assessed�in�the�multiple-
choice questions section.

The�speaking�free-response�questions�
Project Presentation and Project Q&A 
assess speaking, in both presentational and 
interpersonal contexts, respectively; the 
writing�free-response�question�Argumentative�
Essay assesses the skills associated with 
written presentations.

Skill Category 3:  
Demonstrate 
cultural 
understanding

The skills associated with demonstrating 
cultural understanding are not directly 
assessed�in�the�multiple-choice�questions;�
however, the content selections of the 
multiple-choice�section�are�cultural�and/or�
interdisciplinary in nature.

The�speaking�and�writing�free-response�
questions assess students’ understanding of 
cultural products, practices, and perspectives.
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Section I: Free-Response 
This�section�of�the�AP�Italian�Language�and�Culture�Exam�includes�three�free-response�questions.�Each�question�is�
scored on an analytic rubric. (See the scoring guidelines on pages 109–113 and 123–131.)

Question 1: Project Presentation: This�free-response�question�requires�students�to�research�the�project�topic�that�is�
published in January of the exam year and deliver a presentation about what they learned through their research. During 
the exam, students are allotted 3 minutes to prepare and 3 minutes to deliver their presentation. In addition to language 
control and forming a coherent discourse, students are asked to demonstrate cultural understanding in describing and 
explaining�the�specified�cultural�products,�practices,�and�perspectives.

Students are assessed on their ability to:
§ Respond fully to the prompt, explaining at least three factors with relevant details
§ Provide�specific�examples�from�their�research�that�show�the�relationship�between�cultural�perspectives�and� 

cultural products/practices
§ Organize�their�presentation�logically�and�include�words�and�phrases�that�naturally�enhance�the�flow�of�the�

presentation
§ Use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as culturally relevant expressions
§ Deliver�their�presentation�clearly�and�confidently,�with�appropriate�pacing,�intonation,�and�pronunciation�so�their�
audience�can�understand�them�without�effort

Question 2: Project Q&A: This�free-response�question�requires�students�to�participate�in�a�simulated�question-and-
answer session with a recorded interlocutor about their Project Presentation. After an introduction, the interlocutor 
poses four questions to students. Students are allotted 40 seconds to respond in each turn.

Students are assessed on their ability to: 
§ Respond appropriately to each question, addressing the prompts with relevant and complete information
§ Make�a�cultural�comparison�or�reflect�on�the�relationship�between�cultural�perspectives�and�cultural�products/

practices in at least one response
§ Use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as culturally relevant expressions
§ Speak�with�clear�pronunciation.�Maintain�a�natural�pace�and�intonation�so�that�their�responses�are�fluid,�automatic,�

and easily understood

Question 3: Argumentative Essay: This�free-response�question�requires�students�to�write�an�essay�based�on�three�
accompanying�sources,�which�present�different�viewpoints�on�the�topic�and�include�both�print�and�audio�material.�
Students are given 6 minutes to read the essay topic and printed material and two opportunities to listen to the audio 
material. Students are encouraged to take notes while they listen. The essay asks students to clearly present and 
thoroughly defend their own position on the topic, integrate viewpoints and information from all three sources to 
support�their�argument�(identifying�the�sources�appropriately),�and�organize�their�essay�into�clear�paragraphs.

Students are assessed on their ability to:
§ Respond to the prompt with a clearly stated position
§ Select and use evidence from all three of the provided sources to support their position
§ Provide claims and explain with evidence how the claims support their position
§ Organize�their�essay�logically�and�include�words�and�phrases�that�enhance�the�flow�of�the�essay
§ Use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as culturally relevant expressions
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Section II: Multiple-Choice
This�section�of�the�AP�Italian�Language�and�Culture�exam�includes�55�multiple-choice�questions�presented�in�11�
multiple-choice�question�sets.�Each�multiple-choice�set�includes�five�questions�and�one�or�two�audio�or�written�
texts.�Part�A�(Listening)�contains�five�different�multiple-choice�question�set�task�types.�Part�B�(Reading)�contains�six�
multiple-choice�question�sets�across�four�different�task�types�that�can�vary�each�year.�The�following�chart�lays�out�
the�different�types�of�task�types�and�the�number�of�question�sets�included�on�the�exam.�Question�sets�within�each�
part may appear in any order on the exam.

Number of 
Sets

Total Number 
of Sets

Total Number of 
QuestionsQuestion Type Task Types

Part A: Listening Audio and Chart 1

Audio Report

Instructional Guidance

Interview

1

1

1

5
(5 items per set)

25

Presentation 1

Part B: Reading* Article 1–2

Article and Chart 1–2 6 30
Literary Text 1–2 (5 items per set)

Promotional Material 1–2
*There will be six total multiple-choice question sets across four different task types for Part B: Reading. While the 
number of multiple-choice question sets for each task type are represented as a range and will vary each year, there  
will always be a total of 30 questions.

R
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Task Verbs Used in  
Free-Response 
Questions

The following task verbs�are�commonly�used�in�the�free-response�questions:

Deliver a presentation: Speak to an audience.

Discuss: Talk about a topic by explaining ideas, perspectives, or details.

Explain: Provide information about how or why a relationship, pattern, 
position, situation, or outcome occurs, using examples and/or evidence.

Imagine:�Visualize�ideas�related�to�a�stimulus�or�task.

Include: Incorporate required information or details.

Indicate sources: Show or point out the sources used.

Listen: Pay attention to spoken material to understand what is communicated.

Maintain a natural pace and intonation: Speak at a steady speed and let your 
voice rise and fall to show meaning and feeling.

Make a cultural comparison: Explain�how�two�cultures�are�similar�or�different.

Organize: Arrange your ideas in a clear and logical order.

Prepare: Get ready by planning what you want to write or say.

Provide claims: State your arguments clearly so the reader or listener knows 
what you believe.

Provide examples:�Give�specific�information�or�details�that�help�support�your�
point.

Read: Look at written material to understand what it says.

Record: Capture oral responses digitally.

Reflect on the relationship between cultural perspectives and cultural 
products/practices: Consider what a culture’s actions and artifacts show 
about what people in that culture believe or value.

Respond: Answer a question or react to a prompt.

Review: Look at content carefully.
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Select and use evidence: Choose information from sources and include it in 
your response.

Speak: Use your voice to produce a response.

State a position: Write or say what you think about a question or issue.

Type: Enter words, symbols, or characters by pressing keys on a keyboard.

Use language: Speak or write including a variety of words, expressions, and 
grammatical structures appropriate to the context.

Write: Produce a response in writing.
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Sample Exam 
Questions

The sample exam questions that follow illustrate the relationship between the course 
framework and AP Italian Language and Culture Exam and serve as examples of the 
types of questions that appear on the exam. These sample questions do not represent 
the�full�range�and�distribution�of�items�and�do�not�reflect�the�order�of�exam�questions�
on�an�official�AP�Italian�Language�and�Culture�Exam.�After�the�sample�questions�is�
a table that shows which skills, learning objectives, and task types each question 
assesses.�The�table�also�provides�the�answers�to�the�multiple-choice�questions.�

The sample exam questions include task types with audio. If using the downloadable 
PDF version of this publication, the audio can be accessed by clicking the audio icon. 
If using the print version, please visit AP Classroom for the audio. Scripts for audio are 
presented in this publication for reference. They are not provided to students during 
the exam.

Multiple-Choice
The�following�are�examples�of�the�kinds�of�multiple-choice�questions�found�on�the�
exam.

Questions 1 through 5 refer to the following.

Introduzione

Questo testo tratta del Museo Archeologico Nazionale di Napoli (MANN). 
L’intervista originale è stata pubblicata in Italia da DifferenteMente, un giornale 
online. La giornalista Giustina Clausino intervista il direttore del museo Paolo 
Giulierini.

Transcript

(CLAUSINO) Oggi, domani e dopodomani il MANN ospita un gruppo di 
ragazzi che fanno parte del festival CinemadaMare. Come mai è nata questa 
collaborazione e perché?
(GIULIERINI) Beh, il ... uh ... MANN è ... uhm ... tradizionalmente legato al 
mondo del cinema. Eh ... già dai tempi del film Viaggio in Italia di Rossellini, 
inso... si è aperto ... eh ... alla ... eh ... filmografia e riteniamo che il cinema sia 
una forma d’arte che purtroppo gli antichi non ebbero, ma che ... eh ... può 
essere a pieno titolo inserita alla pari della fotografia all’interno della vita degli 
istituti culturali.
(CLAUSINO) Lei ha parlato di politica innovativa. Al suo insediamento è stato 
proprio questo il messaggio: aprire le porte del MANN anche alle altre forme di 
cultura e di arte come la musica, come le opere teatrali e molto ai giovani. Quali 
erano le aspettative e quali sono stati i risultati?
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(GIULIERINI) Noi abbiamo fatto la riflessione che lo stesso etimo di museo per 
troppo tempo era stato equivocato. Il museo è il luogo delle muse, le muse sono 
patrocinatrici non solo delle classiche arti, scultura, pittura, architettura, ma 
anche della poesia … eh … della musica e quindi era naturale che ... eh ... il 
nostro istituto ampliasse, diciamo così, i settori delle arti e soprattutto 
confermasse che le arti hanno uguale dignità. Con questa ... presupposto il 
museo ha aperto il giovedì sera, realizzando importanti momenti, diciamo, di 
associazione negli spazi verdi dei giardini, associando la musica … eh … 
associando il teatro … eh … alle opere di arte classiche e, in qualche modo, … 
eh …veicolando l’idea che … eh … questo istituto era la casa dei napoletani, il 
loro luogo di identità, non il luogo del direttore, ma il luogo, diciamo così, dei 
napoletani. È un museo che sperimenta da un lato ... eh ... dialoga con le nuove 
generazioni, però, si incrementa sempre di più. La stagione terminerà con la 
riapertura, con l’apertura, anzi, del braccio nuovo, la seconda parte, e ... e ... 
quindi con il grande auditorium da 300 posti con il ristorante e la caffetteria e il 
terzo giardino.
Used�with�permission,�DifferenteMente.info

1. Qual è l’argomento principale dell’audio?

(A) La ristrutturazione degli spazi all’aperto del museo
(B) La spiegazione degli obiettivi della nuova direzione del museo
(C) L’apertura di una sezione del museo precedentemente chiusa per restauri
(D) L’acquisto da parte del museo di un’opera famosa

2. Qual è l’atteggiamento del direttore nei confronti delle attività del museo?

(A) Aperto a varie forme di cultura e arte
(B) Preoccupato per le politiche della città
(C) Irritato per la mancanza di fondi
(D) Entusiasta per l’aumento dei turisti

3. Secondo il direttore, qual è il ruolo del cinema e della fotografia nel mondo 
dell’arte?

(A) Sono forme d’arte ancora poco studiate.
(B) Sono utilizzati soprattutto per l’intrattenimento.
(C) Sono aspetti essenziali dell’archeologia.
(D) Sono discipline artistiche importanti.

4. Secondo l’audio, in futuro il museo offrirà la possibilità di

(A) entrare gratis la domenica
(B) mangiare o bere qualcosa
(C) effettuare una visita virtuale
(D) frequentare corsi di scultura
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5. In base all’intervista, quale tra le seguenti domande è più logico fare al direttore 
per ricevere maggiori informazioni?

(A) A che ora è possibile vedere il film di Rossellini?
(B) Come si fa domanda per lo stage sulla conservazione d’arte?
(C) Quanto costa il corso di teatro per bambini offerto quest’estate?
(D) Pensate di includere anche mostre di arte moderna?

Questions 6 through 10 refer to the following.

Fonte 1

Introduzione
Questo testo tratta di dati sui giovani che fanno attività di volontariato. L’articolo 
originale è stato pubblicato nel 2015 in Italia da Alessandro Belotti, uno 
scrittore italiano.

Il volontariato, occasione di crescita personale

�«Condizione giovanile e formazione al volontariato». Questo il titolo 
dell’intervento di Pierpaolo Triani al convegno «Giovani e volontariato: una 
risorsa per il territorio. Comunicare per partecipare». Egli ha presentato i dati 
della ricerca sulla condizione dei Millennials, partendo dalla loro situazione 
lavorativa e soffermandosi successivamente sul rapporto delle nuove generazioni 
con il mondo del volontariato.
�Dai dati emerge che il 64,8% dei giovani non ha mai intrapreso azioni di 
volontariato, il 23,7% lo sta facendo oggi, mentre il 21,6% lo ha fatto in passato. 
Tra chi si è dichiarato attivo dal punto di vista della partecipazione al volontariato, 
prevale l’interesse per iniziative connesse allo sport, seguite da feste e divertimento; 
in secondo piano, invece, solidarietà, formazione e cultura. In realtà la relazione 
tra volontariato ed educazione riguarda più aspetti e risulta di grande importanza 
nel percorso di crescita di un giovane. Ed ecco che un questionario rivolto a un 
pubblico specifico (i ragazzi e le ragazze che hanno partecipato in qualità di 
responsabili al Cre-Grest, il servizio ricreativo ed educativo estivo organizzato 
dalle diocesi) ha mostrato come per ben il 78% degli intervistati il proprio 
impegno in questa attività di volontariato permette di diventare più responsabili. 
Una consapevolezza di sé importante, specialmente in un’ottica di maturazione, di 
crescita e di responsabilizzazione. Una consapevolezza che si accompagna anche 
ad una più profonda conoscenza dell’altro: il 58,9% ha detto che quell’esperienza 
gli ha permesso di conoscere meglio i bambini e il 38% di conoscere meglio, per 
l’appunto, se stesso. Lavorando a stretto contatto con gli altri si impara a 
collaborare: ed ecco che, anche grazie all’esperienza di volontariato, il 44,5% ha 
detto di aver imparato a collaborare con i coetanei e il 14,2% con gli adulti.
�La formazione al volontariato diventa fondamentale per promuovere una 
cultura del dono e valorizzare il  protagonismo dei giovani, permettendo loro 
una sperimentazione sana e costruttiva. Tra gli obiettivi della formazione al 
volontariato vi è, inoltre, la possibilità altrettanto importante di accompagnare la 
crescita stimolando le competenze e aiutare, con l’esempio, a pensare ad un 
presente e a un futuro declinato al plurale.
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Fonte 2

Introduzione
 Questo testo tratta di giovani e volontariato. I dati originali sono stati pubblicati 
nel 2013 in Italia dalla redazione di Donna in Affari, un periodico italiano.

Esperienze di volontariato

Used with permission
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6. Quale aspetto del volontariato è esaminato nel testo? 

(A) Il contributo economico che apporta al territorio italiano 
(B) Il motivo per cui i Millenials non se ne interessano 
(C) Il modo in cui influenza positivamente gli individui e la società 
(D) Le caratteristiche demografiche di chi lo pratica regolarmente 

7. Nel contesto dell’articolo, la parola «protagonismo» significa 

(A) ambizione 
(B) partecipazione 
(C) autostima 
(D) generosità

8. Secondo l’articolo, che cos’è Cre-Grest? 

(A) Un progetto di attività estive per i giovani 
(B) Un dopo scuola per studenti di ogni età 
(C) Una organizzazione di eventi sportivi 
(D) Un centro comunale per attività culturali 

9. Il grafico suggerisce che il coinvolgimento dei giovani nelle attività di 
volontariato

(A) sta scomparendo dal Centro Italia in su
(B) sta diminuendo con il passare del tempo
(C) è abbastanza simile per tutte le fasce di età
(D) è più importante per i giovani che andranno all’università

10. Fai riferimento a entrambi l’articolo e il grafico. Quale tendenza generale si nota?

(A) La maggior parte di quelli che praticano volontariato scelgono attività 
culturali.

(B) Ci sono più organizzazioni di assistenza sociale nel Nord che nel Sud.
(C) I giovani tra i 18 e i 20 anni tendono a praticare attività di volontariato 

legate al divertimento.
(D) Oltre la metà della popolazione studiata non ha mai praticato 

volontariato.

Free-Response
The�following�is�an�example�of�one�free-response�question�found�on�the�exam.�For�
more�information�on�the�other�two�free-response�questions,�see�the�Project�Manual�on�
page 117.

Question 3: Argumentative Essay

Istruzioni

Leggi le istruzioni, la traccia e le fonti scritte mentre aspetti che inizi l’audio.
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Scrivi un saggio argomentativo per un corso universitario sul tema proposto 
nella seguente traccia: È ancora importante studiare le materie umanistiche in 
un mondo sempre più tecnologico? 
Leggi attentamente le fonti scritte e poi ascolta la fonte audio. Nel tuo saggio 
devi integrare informazioni tratte da tutte le fonti per sostenere un punto di vista 
in merito alla traccia.
§ Fonte 1: Audio 
§ Fonte 2: Articolo 
§ Fonte 3: Grafico
Traccia: È ancora importante studiare le materie umanistiche in un mondo 
sempre più tecnologico?
Nel tuo saggio argomentativo dovresti:
§ rispondere alla traccia con un chiaro punto di vista;
§ scegliere e usare informazioni tratte da tutte le fonti fornite per sostenere il tuo 

punto di vista. Fai riferimento alle fonti consultate tramite citazioni dirette o 
indirette (parafrasi o riassunti). Non esiste un unico standard di citazione; le 
fonti possono essere citate per titolo, autore o numero di fonte (ad es. «Fonte 1»);

§ presentare argomenti a favore del tuo punto di vista e sostenerli con esempi, 
prove, dati o citazioni;

§ organizzare le idee in modo logico e usare parole ed espressioni che 
migliorino la coesione del testo;

§ usare una varietà di parole e strutture grammaticali, insieme ad espressioni 
culturalmente rilevanti.

�

	 Instructions

Read the directions, prompt, and written sources while you wait for the audio to 
begin.
You will write an argumentative essay for a college or university course about 
the following prompt: È ancora importante studiare le materie umanistiche in 
un mondo sempre più tecnologico? 
Carefully read the written sources and listen to the audio source. Write an essay 
that integrates material from all three sources to support a position based on the 
prompt.
§ Source 1: Audio 
§ Source 2: Article 
§ Source 3: Infographic

Essay Prompt: È ancora importante studiare le materie umanistiche in un 
mondo sempre più tecnologico?
In your argumentative essay, you should:
§ Respond to the prompt with a clearly stated position.
§ Select and use evidence from all three of the provided sources to support your 

position. Indicate the sources used through direct quotation, paraphrase, 
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or summary. Sources may be cited by title, author, or source number (e.g., 
Source 1) or any combination of these.

§ Provide claims and explain with evidence how your claims support your 
position.

§ Organize your essay logically and include words and phrases that enhance the 
flow of the essay.

§ Use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as culturally 
relevant expressions.

NOTE: The audio source appears first in this publication. However, during the 
exam, a 6-minute countdown for the audio appears. Students should read the 
instructions and the written sources while they wait for the audio to play.

Fonte 1

 Introduzione

Questo testo tratta della preparazione accademica vincente per entrare nel 
mercato del lavoro. L’audio originale è stato pubblicato in Italia da Careertv.it, un 
sito dedicato al mondo del lavoro. La giornalista Cristina Bonamin intervista i 
dirigenti aziendali Stefano Scabbio, Giacomo Ponti e Nicola Mancino.

 Transcript

(BONAMIN) Trovare lavoro per i giovani è una missione possibile. La 
caratteristica vincente è la capacità di adattamento alle situazioni.
(SCABBIO) Il mercato sta… sta riprendendo, anche se molto lentamente. Ci 
sono buone prospettive... eh... per giovani… soprattutto laureati in materie tipo 
tecnico o… il classico ingegneria, matematica, eh… un po’ meno per gli altri. 
Comunque, quello che credo che sia importante in questo momento è che i 
giovani comprendano la necessità... eh… d’imparare le competenze della vita, 
come le chiama l’OCSE, no? Questo è fondamentale, oltre che una competenza 
tecnica, un bagaglio professionale, no? Quelle competenze che riguardano la 
flessibilità, la capacità di comunicazione, il problem solving, la capacità di fare 
accadere le cose. Questo è quello che le aziende oggi richiedono, soprattutto in 
un’ottica di mercato globale, internazionalizzazione, questi sono aspetti 
fondamentali, oltre, ovviamente a conoscere e parlare almeno due lingue.
(BONAMIN) Gli imprenditori consigliano gli studi economici e soprattutto 
conoscere l’inglese.
(PONTI) L’inglese va saputo come l’italiano. Meglio anche un’altra lingua. Visto 
le prospettive, perché no il cinese piuttosto che altre lingue un po’ meno 
consuete nel panorama formativo italiano. Sicuramente una laurea... eh… in 
ambito economico ha la sua funzione, un master, ma soprattutto... eh… sfruttare 
ogni occasione... eh…per conoscere cultura, abitudini diverse. Cioè non 
limitarsi al domestico: viaggiare, fare esperienza all’estero, anche con lavori 
umili, con viaggi di studio, con Erasmus. All’università c’è ancora questo 
progetto di studiare un semestre o un annua… un anno in un’università estera 
anche se magari non è titolatissima, se è lontana, se è scomoda, se è comunque 
un sacrificio, va fatto. Perché credo che in un mondo globale, non solo dal punto 
di vista economico ma anche dal punto di vista dell’offerta del capitale umano, 
il… ogni momento di formazione vada sfruttato al meglio.
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(BONAMI) Un’esperienza internazionale può aprire la mente.
(MANCINO) Io credo debbano mantenere le loro... eh… radici locali, la loro 
cultura italiana, ma vedere il… l’estero, vedere il mondo come il loro, il loro, il 
loro mercato del futuro, il loro paese. Loro dovranno essere... eh… 
sostanzialmente cittadini del mondo, con delle radici sempre italiane e 
conoscendo bene il contesto nel quale operano.
Used with permission

Fonte 2

Introduzione

Questo testo tratta dell’importanza degli studi umanistici. L’articolo originale è 
stato pubblicato in Italia da Gian Maria Rizzi, un professionista del marketing.

L’importanza della formazione umanistica nel business moderno

Secondo uno studio condotto da David Deming, professore all’Università di 
Harvard, tra il 1980 e il 2012, negli Stati Uniti i lavori che richiedono alti livelli 
di interazione sociale sono aumentati di quasi il 12%, mentre quelli ad alta 
intensità matematica, ma con minore interazione sociale, come molte 
professioni legate al settore STEM (scienza, tecnologia, ingegneria e 
matematica), sono diminuiti del 3,3%. Questo cambiamento riflette una 
tendenza globale: le professioni che richiedono non solo competenze tecniche, 
ma anche la capacità di comprendere e interagire con le persone, stanno 
prendendo sempre più piede.
 Un esempio concreto di questo fenomeno si trova nel settore delle Risorse 
Umane: la formazione umanistica, grazie alla capacità di analisi critica e alla 
comprensione delle dinamiche umane e organizzative, permette di affrontare le 
sfide complesse che le aziende moderne devono affrontare. L’abilità nel leggere il 
contesto sociale e organizzativo, nel comprendere le relazioni tra individui e nel 
cogliere le sfumature delle dinamiche lavorative, rende i laureati in discipline 
umanistiche figure preziose per l’ottimizzazione delle strutture aziendali.

	 Umanesimo aziendale 

Non è un caso che diversi filosofi abbiano raggiunto posizioni di rilievo nel 
mondo del business. Un esempio storico è Adriano Olivetti, imprenditore e 
filosofo italiano, che ha incarnato l’idea di un “umanesimo aziendale”. Olivetti ha 
dimostrato che una visione filosofica può essere applicata al business, creando 
un’azienda che non solo produceva innovazioni tecnologiche, ma che metteva al 
centro il benessere dei lavoratori e della comunità.
 Un altro esempio è Reid Hoffman, co-fondatore di LinkedIn, che ha una 
formazione in filosofia e scienze cognitive. Hoffman ha applicato la sua 
conoscenza filosofica nella creazione di un network professionale che ha 
rivoluzionato il modo in cui le persone cercano lavoro e interagiscono a livello 
professionale.
 Questi esempi dimostrano come i filosofi siano in grado di combinare la loro 
capacità di riflessione critica con la creatività e l’innovazione, contribuendo non 
solo al successo delle aziende, ma anche alla loro capacità di gestire le 
trasformazioni sociali e tecnologiche del nostro tempo.
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	 Conclusione: il futuro del business è anche umanistico

Come abbiamo visto, le competenze tecniche da sole non sono più sufficienti. Le 
aziende hanno bisogno di professionisti in grado di analizzare contesti 
complessi, di pensare in modo critico e di affrontare le questioni che emergono 
con l’avanzamento tecnologico. È qui che la formazione umanistica — filosofia, 
storia, antropologia e altre discipline — offre un contributo essenziale.

Fonte 3

Introduzione

Questo testo tratta dei licei scelti dagli studenti italiani. I dati originali sono stati 
pubblicati nel 2023 dal Ministero dell’istruzione e del merito.

  LE SCELTE DEGLI STUDENTI ITALIANI PER L’ANNO  
SCOLASTICO 2023/2024
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Answer Key and Question 
Alignment to Course Framework
Multiple-Choice 

Question Answer Skill
Learning 
Objective Task Type

1 B 1.B 1.B.1 Interview

2 A 1.B 1.B.3 Interview

3 D 1.C 1.C.3 Interview

4 B 1.A 1.A.1 Interview

5 D 1.C 1.C.2 Interview

6 C 1.B 1.B.1 Article and Chart

7 B 1.B 1.B.5 Article and Chart

8 A 1.A 1.A.1 Article and Chart

9 C 1.A 1.A.2 Article and Chart

10 D 1.C 1.C.1 Article and Chart

Free-Response Question Skills Instructional Context

Question 3: 
Argumentative Essay

2.A, 2.B, 2.C, 2.D, 3.A Education and  
Career
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AP ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Scoring Guidelines
Question 3: Argumentative Essay� 10 points 

Istruzioni

Leggi le istruzioni, la traccia e le fonti scritte mentre aspetti che inizi l’audio.
Scrivi un saggio argomentativo per un corso universitario sul tema proposto nella seguente traccia: È ancora importante studiare le materie umanistiche in un mondo 
sempre più tecnologico? 
Leggi attentamente le fonti scritte e poi ascolta la fonte audio. Nel tuo saggio devi integrare informazioni tratte da tutte le fonti per sostenere un punto di vista in merito 
alla traccia.
§ Fonte 1: Audio 
§ Fonte 2: Articolo 
§ Fonte 3: Grafico

Traccia: È ancora importante studiare le materie umanistiche in un mondo sempre più tecnologico?
Nel tuo saggio argomentativo dovresti:
§ rispondere alla traccia con un chiaro punto di vista;
§ scegliere e usare informazioni tratte da tutte le fonti fornite per sostenere il tuo punto di vista. Fai riferimento alle fonti consultate tramite citazioni dirette o indirette 

(parafrasi o riassunti). Non esiste un unico standard di citazione; le fonti possono essere citate per titolo, autore o numero di fonte (ad es. «Fonte 1»);
§ presentare argomenti a favore del tuo punto di vista e sostenerli con esempi, prove, dati o citazioni;
§ organizzare le idee in modo logico e usare parole ed espressioni che migliorino la coesione del testo;
§ usare una varietà di parole e strutture grammaticali, insieme ad espressioni culturalmente rilevanti.
�

Instructions

Read the directions, prompt, and written sources while you wait for the audio to begin. 
You will write an argumentative essay for a college or university course about the following prompt: È ancora importante studiare le materie umanistiche in un mondo 
sempre più tecnologico? 
Carefully read the written sources and listen to the audio source. Write an essay that integrates material from all three sources to support a position based on the prompt.
§ Source 1: Audio 
§ Source 2: Article 
§ Source 3: Infographic
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Essay Prompt: È ancora importante studiare le materie umanistiche in un mondo sempre più tecnologico?

In your argumentative essay, you should:

§ Respond to the prompt with a clearly stated position.
§ Select and use evidence from all three of the provided sources to support your position. Indicate the sources used through direct quotation, paraphrase, or summary. 

Sources may be cited by title, author, or source number (e.g., Source 1) or any combination of these.
§ Provide claims and explain with evidence how your claims support your position.
§ Organize your essay logically and include words and phrases that enhance the flow of the essay.
§ Use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as culturally relevant expressions.

NOTE: The audio source appears first in this publication. However, during the exam, a 6-minute countdown for the audio appears. Students should read the 
instructions and the written sources while they wait for the audio to play.

Fonte 1
Introduzione

	 Questo testo tratta della preparazione accademica vincente per entrare nel mercato del lavoro. L’audio originale è stato pubblicato in Italia da Careertv.it, un sito 
dedicato al mondo del lavoro. La giornalista Cristina Bonamin intervista i dirigenti aziendali Stefano Scabbio, Giacomo Ponti e Nicola Mancino.
Transcript

	 (BONAMIN) Trovare lavoro per i giovani è una missione possibile. La caratteristica vincente è la capacità di adattamento alle situazioni.
(SCABBIO) Il mercato sta… sta riprendendo, anche se molto lentamente. Ci sono buone prospettive... eh... per giovani… soprattutto laureati in materie tipo tecnico 
o… il classico ingegneria, matematica, eh… un po’ meno per gli altri. Comunque, quello che credo che sia importante in questo momento è che i giovani 
comprendano la necessità... eh… d’imparare le competenze della vita, come le chiama l’OCSE, no? Questo è fondamentale, oltre che una competenza tecnica, un 
bagaglio professionale, no? Quelle competenze che riguardano la flessibilità, la capacità di comunicazione, il problem solving, la capacità di fare accadere le cose. 
Questo è quello che le aziende oggi richiedono, soprattutto in un’ottica di mercato globale, internazionalizzazione, questi sono aspetti fondamentali, oltre, ovviamente 
a conoscere e parlare almeno due lingue.
(BONAMIN) Gli imprenditori consigliano gli studi economici e soprattutto conoscere l’inglese.
(PONTI) L’inglese va saputo come l’italiano. Meglio anche un’altra lingua. Visto le prospettive, perché no il cinese piuttosto che altre lingue un po’ meno consuete nel 
panorama formativo italiano. Sicuramente una laurea... eh… in ambito economico ha la sua funzione, un master, ma soprattutto... eh… sfruttare ogni occasione... 
eh…per conoscere cultura, abitudini diverse. Cioè non limitarsi al domestico: viaggiare, fare esperienza all’estero, anche con lavori umili, con viaggi di studio, con 
Erasmus. All’università c’è ancora questo progetto di studiare un semestre o un annua… un anno in un’università estera anche se magari non è titolatissima, se è 
lontana, se è scomoda, se è comunque un sacrificio, va fatto. Perché credo che in un mondo globale, non solo dal punto di vista economico ma anche dal punto di 
vista dell’offerta del capitale umano, il… ogni momento di formazione vada sfruttato al meglio.
(BONAMI) Un’esperienza internazionale può aprire la mente.

 Io credo debbano mantenere le loro... eh… radici locali, la loro cultura italiana, ma vedere il… l’estero, vedere il mondo come il loro, il loro, il loro 
mercato del futuro, il loro paese. Loro dovranno essere... eh… sostanzialmente cittadini del mondo, con delle radici sempre italiane e conoscendo bene il contesto nel 
quale operano.

	

	
	

	
 (MANCINO)

Used with permission
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Fonte 2
Introduzione

	 Questo testo tratta dell’importanza degli studi umanistici. L’articolo originale è stato pubblicato in Italia da Gian Maria Rizzi, un professionista del marketing.

L’importanza della formazione umanistica nel business moderno
	 Secondo uno studio condotto da David Deming, professore all’Università di Harvard, tra il 1980 e il 2012, negli Stati Uniti i lavori che richiedono alti livelli di 

interazione sociale sono aumentati di quasi il 12%, mentre quelli ad alta intensità matematica, ma con minore interazione sociale, come molte professioni legate al 
settore STEM (scienza, tecnologia, ingegneria e matematica), sono diminuiti del 3,3%. Questo cambiamento riflette una tendenza globale: le professioni che 
richiedono non solo competenze tecniche, ma anche la capacità di comprendere e interagire con le persone, stanno prendendo sempre più piede.

	 Un esempio concreto di questo fenomeno si trova nel settore delle Risorse Umane: la formazione umanistica, grazie alla capacità di analisi critica e alla comprensione 
delle dinamiche umane e organizzative, permette di affrontare le sfide complesse che le aziende moderne devono affrontare. L’abilità nel leggere il contesto sociale e 
organizzativo, nel comprendere le relazioni tra individui e nel cogliere le sfumature delle dinamiche lavorative, rende i laureati in discipline umanistiche figure 
preziose per l’ottimizzazione delle strutture aziendali.

Umanesimo aziendale 
	 Non è un caso che diversi filosofi abbiano raggiunto posizioni di rilievo nel mondo del business. Un esempio storico è Adriano Olivetti, imprenditore e filosofo 

italiano, che ha incarnato l’idea di un “umanesimo aziendale”. Olivetti ha dimostrato che una visione filosofica può essere applicata al business, creando un’azienda 
che non solo produceva innovazioni tecnologiche, ma che metteva al centro il benessere dei lavoratori e della comunità.

	 Un altro esempio è Reid Hoffman, co-fondatore di LinkedIn, che ha una formazione in filosofia e scienze cognitive. Hoffman ha applicato la sua conoscenza filosofica 
nella creazione di un network professionale che ha rivoluzionato il modo in cui le persone cercano lavoro e interagiscono a livello professionale.

	 Questi esempi dimostrano come i filosofi siano in grado di combinare la loro capacità di riflessione critica con la creatività e l’innovazione, contribuendo non solo al 
successo delle aziende, ma anche alla loro capacità di gestire le trasformazioni sociali e tecnologiche del nostro tempo.

Conclusione: il futuro del business è anche umanistico
	 Come abbiamo visto, le competenze tecniche da sole non sono più sufficienti. Le aziende hanno bisogno di professionisti in grado di analizzare contesti complessi, di 

pensare in modo critico e di affrontare le questioni che emergono con l’avanzamento tecnologico. È qui che la formazione umanistica — filosofia, storia, antropologia 
e altre discipline — offre un contributo essenziale.
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Fonte 3
Introduzione

 Questo testo tratta dei licei scelti dagli studenti italiani. I dati originali sono stati pubblicati nel 2023 dal Ministero dell’istruzione e del merito. 

  LE SCELTE DEGLI STUDENTI ITALIANI PER L’ANNO SCOLASTICO 2023/2024 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row A

Position

(0–1 point)

0 points

§ Presents a position that is vague or has minimal or no connection to the 
prompt.

1 point

§ Presents a position that directly responds to the prompt.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn this point:
§ Have no identifiable position.
§ Restate the prompt without taking a position.
§ Present a position that demonstrates misinterpretation of the prompt or 

is completely irrelevant.
§ Are in English or a language other than the target language.

Typical responses that earn this point:
§ Present a position that demonstrates understanding of the prompt and 

directly responds to it.

Additional Notes:
§ A response with a qualified or conditional position (e.g., “It depends… ”) can still earn this point as long as it directly responds to the prompt.

109



AP Italian Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Scoring Guidelines | 
Return to Table of Contents

© 2026 College Board

Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row B

Source Use

(0–2 points)

0 points

§ Uses fewer than two sources to support the 
position, or shows repeated misinterpretation 
of source content.

1 point

§ Uses at least two sources to support the 
position, with possible misinterpretation of 
some source content.

2 points

§ Uses all three sources to support the position, 
demonstrating overall comprehension 
of the source content with minor or no 
misinterpretation.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn points:
§ Use one or no sources.
§ Are so brief that no relevant information can be  

conveyed, or are in a language other than the 
target language.

§ Include frequent and/or significant 
misinterpretation of source content.

§ Repeat content provided from sources without 
demonstrating comprehension.

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
§ Use three sources with moderate 

misinterpretation of source content.
§ Use two sources with minor to moderate 

misinterpretations of source content.
§ Select source content that does not fully or 

consistently support the position and claims.
§ Usually make the source of information clear.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
§ Demonstrate comprehension of all three 

sources with only minor misinterpretation.
§ Consistently select source content that 

appropriately supports the position and 
claims.

§ Consistently make the source of information 
clear.

Additional Notes:
§ There is no single expected format or style for referring to and identifying sources appropriately. A response can refer to sources by title, author, source 

number (e.g., Source 1), or any combination of these.
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row C

Argumentation

(0–2 points)

0 points 1 point 2 points

§ Repeats provided information without 
explanation.

§ Includes claims but inconsistently explains 
how claims support the position with 
evidence.

§ Includes claims and explains how claims 
support the position with evidence.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 2 points:Typical responses that do not earn points: Typical responses that earn 1 point:
§ Include claims and directly support them by 
quoting,�paraphrasing,�and/or�summarizing�
information and examples from sources.

§ Are so brief that no relevant information can be  
conveyed, or are in a language other than the 
target language.

§ Include claims with minimal information or 
examples to support them.

§ Include explanations that consist mainly of 
source summaries without demonstrating how 
information or examples support the claims 
and overall position.

§ Include explanations that are relevant and 
persuasive.

§ Do not include any claims or include claims 
that are completely irrelevant to the prompt.

§ Might effectively present and refute 
alternative viewpoints.

§ Repeat provided content from sources with no 
connection to claims. § Might include explanations that are simplistic, 

repetitive, irrelevant, or contradictory.
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row D

Organization 

(0–2 points)

0 points

§ Lacks�an�organization�or�coherence�that�
significantly impedes comprehension.

1 point

§ Demonstrates some connection of ideas, but 
progression of information might not always 
be logical or structured.

§ Includes some cohesive devices, but the use 
is limited or inappropriate for the context.

2 points

§ Demonstrates�an�organizational�structure�with�
a logical progression of ideas and information 
that enhances the effectiveness of the 
argument.

§ Effectively uses a variety of cohesive devices.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn points:
§ Are so brief that no relevant information can be  

conveyed, or are in a language other than the 
target language.

§ Present information randomly, which renders 
the essay difficult to follow.

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
§ Contain parts that are easy to follow and parts 

that are difficult to follow.
§ Organize�the�essay�around�source-by-source�

summaries rather than claims.
§ Show�some�organizational�structure�but�may�

lack an introduction and/or conclusion.
§ Inconsistently connect sequences of 

sentences together in a logical order.
§ Use a limited set of cohesive devices 

repeatedly or omit cohesive devices entirely.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
§ Are easy to follow throughout.
§ Organize�the�essay�around�the�argument�and�
claims�rather�than�presenting�source-by-
source summaries.

§ Include an introduction and conclusion.
§ Consistently connect sequences of sentences  

together in a logical order.
§ Use cohesive devices to enhance the flow of 

the essay.

Additional Notes:
§ Cohesive devices are not limited to specific words or phrases but encompass a variety of strategies, such as the use of relative pronouns, pronoun 
references,�conjunctions,�transitions,�and�any�other�elements�that�promote�the�organization�and�connection�of�ideas.

§ An�essay�that�demonstrates�limited�language�control�but�remains�comprehensible�and�demonstrates�organization�can�earn�points�in�this�row.
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row E

Language 
Control 

(0–3 points) 

0 points

§ Contains errors or limitations 
in grammar and vocabulary 
that significantly impede 
comprehension.

1 point

§ Uses a limited set of vocabulary 
that precludes coverage of the 
topic of the essay.

§ Demonstrates control of a 
limited set of basic grammatical 
structures.

§ Contains errors that impede 
comprehensibility.

2 points

§ Uses a range of vocabulary, 
occasionally including words or 
culturally relevant expressions 
appropriate to the topic of the 
essay.

§ Demonstrates control of a range 
of basic grammatical structures.

§ Contains errors that occasionally 
impede comprehensibility.

3 points

§ Uses a wide variety of 
vocabulary, including words or 
culturally relevant expressions 
appropriate to the topic of the 
essay. 

§ Demonstrates control of 
a variety of grammatical 
structures.

§ Does not contain errors that 
impede comprehensibility. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn 
points:
§ Are incomprehensible or near 

incomprehensible due to 
limitations in grammar and word 
choice.

§ Mostly contain content in a 
language other than the target 
language.

§ Directly copy language from 
sources without paraphrasing or 
summarizing.

Typical responses that earn 1 
point:
§ Use strings of simple or 

fragmented sentences and 
phrases.

§ Use�mostly�high-frequency�
vocabulary.

§ Contain errors related to 
grammar, word choice, or 
written language conventions 
(e.g., punctuation, orthography) 
that frequently prevent 
comprehension of the response.

Typical responses that earn 2 
points:
§ Use simple sentences and a few 

compound sentences. 
§ Use vocabulary that is 

sometimes imprecise or does 
not fully convey ideas.

§ Contain errors related to 
grammar, word choice, or 
written language conventions 
(e.g., punctuation, orthography) 
that occasionally prevent 
comprehension of the response.

Typical responses that earn 3 
points:
§ Use a variety of simple and 

compound sentences as well as 
some complex sentences.

§ Use a variety of vocabulary, 
sometimes even idioms, to fully 
convey ideas.

§ Do not contain errors related to 
grammar, word choice, or written 
language conventions (e.g., 
punctuation, orthography) that 
prevent comprehension of the 
response.
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	 Project at a Glance
Project Overview
The AP World Language and Culture course project provides students with the opportunity to 
engage with course content in a meaningful way, develop critical thinking strategies through  
inquiry-based�learning,�and�apply�language�skills�for�a�purpose.�During�the�AP�Exam�year,�students�
will research, create, and deliver a presentation in the target language on a provided cultural topic 
in relation to a target region or community of their choice. The project prompt and source materials 
packet, which will be distributed via AP Digital Portfolio, will encompass a general description of the 
project and 6–8 source materials (audio, charts, text, etc.). An example project prompt in the target 
language, along with reflection questions and source materials, will be available on AP Classroom. 
See the end of this project manual for a class materials index of project materials and resources 
and where to locate them.

On exam day, students will deliver an oral Project Presentation that features their research 
on�the�topic,�and�in�a�follow-up�Project�Q&A,�they�will�discuss�their�findings�and�incorporate�
cultural perspectives. The three project components (see the following table) allow students to 
demonstrate their understanding of the target region’s or community’s cultural products, practices, 
and perspectives within the context of the task.

Project Components

1. 

Task

 Initial Written 
Reflection

Delivery

In class

Scoring 
Method

Teacher’s choice*

Points

N/A

(instructional only)

Description

A description of initial interest 
and viewpoint on the topic that 
addresses the four reflection 
questions and cites at least 
three sources from the source 
materials packet.

2. Project Presentation

Personalized 
Project Reference

In class Teacher’s choice* N/A  
(for use on exam 

day only)

An outline to use as a reference 
during the exam-day 
presentation.

Practice 
Presentation

In class Teacher’s choice* N/A  
(instructional only)

A practice presentation based 
on research of the topic.

Project 
Presentation 
Free-Response 
Question

Exam day College Board 
scored

11 points A 3-minute spoken presentation 
on a topic related to the prompt, 
addressing at least three 
factors.

3.  Project Q&A 
Free-Response 
Question

Exam day College Board 
scored

9 points A recorded question-and- 
answer session with four 
questions relating to 
the presentation and research. 

* Teachers can decide if and how they will score these components, as they are not scored by College Board. Teacher scores 
would only contribute to course grades and not to AP Exam scores.
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Project Scoring
On exam day, students will demonstrate their presentational and interpersonal speaking skills by 
completing�two�free-response�questions�(Project�Presentation�and�Project�Q&A)�on�the�AP�Exam.�
These�two�free-response�questions,�like�the�rest�of�the�free-response�section�on�the�AP�Exam,�will�
be scored by AP Readers using the scoring guidelines published in this manual. 

The total course project score (20 total points) will contribute to 35% of students’ overall AP score.

Exam-Day Validation
As�part�of�the�free-response�section�of�the�exam,�students�will�deliver�a�prepared�spoken�3-minute�
Project�Presentation�with�the�support�of�their�Personalized�Project�Reference.�Directly�following�
their presentation, students will take part in the Project Q&A, a series of four questions about the 
project topic and their research. Students will not receive the Project Q&A questions in advance.

Project Deadline
Students�must�submit�their�completed�Personalized�Project�Reference�via�AP�Digital�Portfolio�
(digitalportfolio.collegeboard.org) by April 30.

Project Timing
The course project for the AP World Language and Culture courses requires 15 class periods, each 
approximately 45 minutes (or the equivalent depending on class schedules). The project prompt 
and source materials packet will be delivered via AP Digital Portfolio by the January preceding the 
exam. Teachers are encouraged to start preparing students for the required tasks and scaffolding 
the skills at the start of the academic year. There are suggested teaching strategies for building 
course project skills in the Teacher Talk sections of the course and exam description.

This�manual�provides�guidance�on�how�teachers�can�utilize�the�15�class�periods�starting�in�
January. The project sequence and suggested activities are optional and do not have to be taught 
consecutively. Regardless of the approach, teachers should ensure their syllabus includes sufficient 
time�for�all�students�to�complete�their�Personalized�Project�Reference�in�AP�Digital�Portfolio�prior�to�
the�April�30�submission�deadline�and�prepare�for�the�exam-day�tasks.

Project Plan

Phase Duration Key Focus Student Goals

Phase 1: Explore 
and Understand

5 class periods Initial Written 
Reflection

• Investigate the project prompt, background 
knowledge and skills, and source materials

• Explore possible target regions or communities 
to study 

• Complete the Initial Written Reflection that 
connects the source materials, background 
knowledge, and early perspectives on the 
prompt 
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Phase Duration Key Focus Student Goals

Phase 2: Investigate 
and Apply

4 class periods Research • Create a research action plan to map out the 
investigation process

• Enact a research plan that targets obtaining 
reliable information related to specific selected 
factors

• Finalize selection of a target region or 
community to study 

• Further develop cultural understanding of 
products, practices, and perspectives as they 
relate to the project prompt 

Phase 3: Create and 
Evaluate 

3 class periods Project 
Presentation

• Review and develop best practices for planning, 
organizing, and delivering an effective 
presentation

• Develop an oral presentation based on the 
project prompt and research findings

• Engage in a self-, peer-, or teacher-reviewed 
practice presentation 

• Make adjustments to refine the presentation 
content and delivery based on feedback

Phase 4: Reflect 
and Grow

3 class periods Project Q&A • Learn to anticipate questions based on research 
in preparation for the Project Q&A task

• Practice answers that demonstrate cultural 
understanding

• Use a variety of linguistic resources to 
communicate research findings

Foundational Skills
The course project is designed to develop and assess students’ competency with the following 
course skills. The course and exam description provides suggestions for consistently integrating 
instruction on and practice with these skills. Teachers may opt to follow the suggested progression 
of course skills provided in the course and exam description or take a different approach. In either 
case, students will benefit from instruction on and practice with each of these skills before they 
begin this project.

1.A  Recognize�explicit�meaning.
1.B  Interpret meaning.
1.C  Synthesize�and�infer�meaning.
2.A  Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.
2.B  Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.
2.C  Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.
2.D  Apply�organizational�and�rhetorical�strategies.
3.A  Make connections within and across cultures.
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Teacher’s Role During Project Development
The following table outlines the type, timing, method, and frequency of student support. This 
guidance helps students balance using the project as a tool for learning transfer and growth with 
maintaining academic integrity as they independently explore, pace, and manage their work.

Supporting Students During the Project Process

DO DO NOT

• Make students aware of the timeline, assessment 
task components, format, and scoring criteria

• Assign, provide, distribute, or generate topics or 
research questions for students

• Hold work-in-progress meetings with students to 
answer questions, monitor, discuss, and provide 
guidance that allows students to pace themselves 
and make progress

• Develop, write, or directly revise project work on 
students’ behalf

• Ensure students have sufficient exposure to a 
wide range of geographical regions or cultural 
communities for them to consider researching

• Assign a target region or community, or allow an 
entire class to focus on the same target region or 
community

• 

• 

Provide students with helpful guidelines 
for reviewing each other’s work and offer 
opportunities for them to practice giving feedback
Direct students to the areas of the scoring 
guidelines where their work may need 
improvement

• Directly copyedit or revise work for students

• Use questioning techniques to help students focus 
their research

• Conduct research or provide specific sources, 
articles, or evidence for students (beyond the 
source materials packet)

• Allow students to discuss the topic or project 
components and related themes in small groups

• Permit or enable any form of academic dishonesty 
(e.g., copying sources directly without citations, 
incorporating a classmate’s content, using 
generative AI in a way that violates AP Guidance)

• Encourage discourse between students in the 
target language

• Allow students to work in languages other than 
the target language
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Project Scoring Guidelines

Question 1: Project Presentation 11 points

Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row A

Task 
Execution

(0–2 points)

0 points 1 point 2 points

§ Does not address the prompt, is completely 
irrelevant, or is a restatement of the prompt.

§ Partially addresses the prompt by either:
discussing three or more factors with minimal 
or no relevant details

§ Addresses the prompt, providing an 
explanation of three or more factors with 
relevant details.

OR 
providing an explanation of one to two factors 
with relevant details

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn points:
§ Are so brief that no relevant information can be 

conveyed, or are in a language other than the 
target language.

§ Do not include factors or only list factors 
without explanation.

§ Plagiarize�all�content�or�make�evident�that�
it was largely created through electronic 
translation methods or generative AI.

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
§ Might list factors but only explain one or two of 

them with details.
§ Mainly rely on personal anecdotes or general 

knowledge.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
§ Include detailed explanations, including 

examples and/or specific information for at 
least three factors.

§ Contain relevant details that are drawn from 
well-researched�information�within�the�context�
of the task.
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row B

Cultural 
Understanding

(0–2 points)

0 points

§ Provides little to no relevant examples or 
description of the target culture’s products, 
practices, and/or perspectives within the 
context of the task.

1 point

§ Provides relevant examples that discuss 
cultural products, practices, and/or 
perspectives within the context of the task. 
Examples might lack specificity and/or fail 
to explain a relationship between cultural 
perspectives AND cultural products and/or 
practices.

2 points

§ Provides relevant and specific examples that 
demonstrate understanding of a relationship 
between cultural perspectives AND cultural 
products and/or practices.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn points:
§ Are so brief that no relevant information can be 

conveyed, or are in a language other than the 
target language.

§ Provide cultural information that is irrelevant to 
the task or obviously erroneous.

§ Plagiarize�all�content�or�make�evident�that�
it was largely created through electronic 
translation methods or generative AI.

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
§ List�or�describe—without�explanation�or�
depth—cultural�products,�practices,�and/or�
perspectives.

§ Demonstrate understanding of cultural 
products or practices but not their relationship 
to cultural values, beliefs, or attitudes.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
§ Explain how specific cultural products or 

practices exemplify cultural values, beliefs, or 
attitudes.

Additional Notes: The following definitions clarify how students should consider cultural products, practices, and perspectives within the context of the task:
§ Cultural products are tangible and intangible artifacts of a culture, such as clothing, tools, food, monuments, artwork, and stories.
§ Cultural practices�are�patterns�of�social�behaviors�and�interactions�of�a�culture,�such�as�how�people�greet�each�other,�socialize,�or�celebrate�holidays.
§ Cultural perspectives are underlying cultural values, beliefs, and attitudes that inform a culture’s products and practices.
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row C

Organization

(0–2 points)

0 points

§ Lacks�an�organization�or�coherence�that�
significantly impedes comprehension.

1 point

§ Demonstrates some connection of ideas, but 
progression of information might not always 
be logical or structured.

§ Includes some cohesive devices, but the use  
is limited or inappropriate for the context.

2 points

§ Demonstrates�an�organizational�structure�with�
a logical progression of ideas and information 
that enhances the comprehensibility of the 
presentation.

§ Effectively uses a variety of cohesive devices.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn points:
§ Are so brief that no relevant information can be 

conveyed, or are in a language other than the 
target language.

§ Present information randomly, which renders 
the presentation difficult to follow.

§ Plagiarize�all�content�or�make�evident�that�
it was largely created through electronic 
translation methods or generative AI.

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
§ Contain parts that are easy to follow and parts 

that are difficult to follow.
§ Show�some�organizational�structure�but�may�

lack an introduction and/or conclusion.
§ Use a limited set of cohesive devices 

repeatedly or omit cohesive devices entirely.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
§ Are easy to follow throughout.
§ Include an introduction and conclusion.
§ Use cohesive devices naturally to enhance 

the flow of the presentation.

Additional Notes:
§ A�presentation�that�demonstrates�limited�language�control�but�remains�comprehensible�and�demonstrates�organization�can�earn�points�in�this�row.
§ Cohesive devices are not limited to specific words or phrases but encompass a variety of strategies, such as the use of relative pronouns, pronoun 
references,�conjunctions,�transitions,�and�any�other�elements�that�promote�verbal�organization�and�connection�of�ideas.
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row D

Language 
Control

(0–3 points)

0 points

§ Contains errors or limitations 
in grammar and vocabulary 
that significantly impede 
comprehension.

1 point

§ Uses a limited set of vocabulary 
that precludes coverage of the 
topic of the presentation.

§ Demonstrates control of a 
limited set of basic grammatical 
structures.

§ Contains errors that impede 
comprehensibility.  

2 points

§ Uses a range of vocabulary, 
occasionally including words or 
culturally relevant expressions 
appropriate to the topic of the 
presentation.

§ Demonstrates control of a range 
of basic grammatical structures.

§ Contains errors that occasionally 
impede comprehensibility.

3 points

§ Uses a wide variety of 
vocabulary, including words or 
culturally relevant expressions 
appropriate to the topic of the 
presentation.

§ Demonstrates control of 
a variety of grammatical 
structures.

§ Does not contain errors that 
impede comprehensibility.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn 
points:
§ Are incomprehensible or near 

incomprehensible due to 
significant limitations in grammar 
and word choice.

§ Are limited to single words, 
utterances, or phrases that do 
not convey meaning.

§ Are in a language other than the 
target language.

§ Plagiarize�all�content�or�make�
evident that it was largely 
created through electronic 
translation methods or 
generative AI.

Typical responses that earn 1 
point:
§ Repeatedly use simple or 
memorized�phrases�and�high-
frequency vocabulary.

§ Rely on English when lacking 
vocabulary.

§ Do not improve 
comprehensibility when 
attempting to clarify or correct 
information.

Typical responses that earn 2 
points:
§ Use simple sentences and a few 

compound sentences.
§ Use adequate vocabulary 

but word choice might limit 
expression of ideas.

§ Sometimes improve 
comprehensibility when 
attempting to clarify or correct 
information.

Typical responses that earn 3 
points:
§ Use a variety of simple and 

compound sentences.
§ Use a variety of vocabulary, 

sometimes even idioms, to fully 
convey ideas.

§ Improve comprehensibility when 
attempting to clarify or correct 
information.
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row E

Delivery 

(0–2 points)

0 points

§ Contains errors in pronunciation and/or  
intonation that significantly impede 
intelligibility, and uses an inappropriate rate  
of speech. 

1 point

§ Uses a rate of speech and intonation patterns 
that are somewhat effective for engaging an 
audience. 

§ Uses speech that is hesitant, monotone, or 
disconnected at times.

§ Uses generally clear pronunciation.
§ Contains errors that occasionally impede 

comprehensibility.

2 points

§ Uses a rate of speech and intonation patterns 
that are effective for engaging an audience. 

§ Uses speech that is smooth and confident 
with little hesitation.

§ Uses clear pronunciation.
§ Does not contain errors that impede 

comprehensibility.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn points:

§ Use monotone speech throughout the 
presentation and sound as if being read or 
recited from memory.

§ Require significant listener effort.
§ Use a rate of speech that is uneven 

throughout.
§ Use frequent repetition, filler words (e.g., umm, 

uh), and/or utterances that interrupt fluency of 
speech, obscuring comprehensibility.

§ Are generally unable to sustain speech to 
complete the task, or are in a language other 
than the target language.

§ Plagiarize�all�content�or�make�evident�that�
it was largely created through electronic 
translation methods or generative AI.

Typical responses that earn 1 point:

§ Occasionally require effort from the 
listener due to speaker hesitancy, unclear 
pronunciation, or ineffective intonation.

§ Use a rate of speech that might be uneven at 
times.

§ Use repetition, filler words (e.g., umm, uh), and/
or false starts that at times interrupt fluidity of 
speech and obscure comprehensibility.

§ Are generally able to sustain speech to 
complete the task.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:

§ Do not require listener effort.
§ Use a rate of speech that is even and 

controlled throughout.
§ Are generally well paced and contain minimal 

pauses, filler words (e.g., umm, uh), and/or 
utterances that do not interrupt fluency of 
speech.

§ Frequently use effective intonation to 
engage the audience and contribute to 
comprehension.

Additional Notes:
§ Students might not start speaking immediately and might finish before the allotted time runs out. Students who do not use the entire time to speak but still 

satisfy the scoring criteria are eligible to receive the maximum number of points in this category.
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Question 2: Project Q&A 9 points

Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row A

Task 
Execution

(0–2 points)

0 points 1 point 2 points

§ Minimally addresses the prompts, is 
completely irrelevant, or is a restatement of 
the prompts.

§ Maintains the exchange with a series of 
responses that partially address the prompts; 
some responses are incomplete or irrelevant.

§ Maintains the exchange with a series of 
responses that address the prompts; minor 
inconsistencies with the prompts may be 
present.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn points:
§ Are so brief that no relevant information can be 

conveyed, or are in a language other than the 
target language.

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
§ Include an appropriate response to one or 

two of the questions in the exchange, but the 
other responses are incomplete, irrelevant, 
and/or demonstrate misunderstandings of the 
prompts.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
 § Respond appropriately, providing the 

requested information for at least three of the 
prompts within the exchange.

§ Might demonstrate minor misunderstandings 
of the prompts.

§ Might have some responses that do not 
address the prompts.
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row B

Cultural 
Understanding

(0–2 points)

0 points

In all of the responses in the exchange:
§ Provides little or no description of the 

target culture’s products, practices, and/or 
perspectives.

1 point

In at least one question response in the exchange, 
within the context of the task:
§ Describes the target culture’s products, 

practices, and/or perspectives.

2 points

In at least one question response in the 
exchange, within the context of the task:
§ Provides a cultural comparison.

OR
§ Reflects on the relationship between cultural 

perspectives AND cultural products and/or 
practices.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn points:
§ Are so brief that no relevant information can be 

conveyed, or are in a language other than the 
target language.

§ Provide cultural information that is irrelevant to 
the task or obviously erroneous.

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
§ List�or�describe—without�explanation�or�
depth—cultural�products,�practices,�and/or�
perspectives.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
§ Compare – Describe similarities or 

differences between the target culture’s 
products, practices, and/or perspectives 
and students’ own or those of another 
community, using details and examples.
OR

§ Reflect – Explain, using details and examples,  
the relationship between cultural perspectives  
and cultural products and/or practices.

Additional Notes: The following definitions clarify how students should consider cultural products, practices, and perspectives within the context of the task:

§ Cultural products are tangible and intangible artifacts of a culture, such as clothing, tools, food, monuments, artwork, and stories.

§ Cultural practices are�patterns�of�social�behaviors�and�interactions�of�a�culture,�such�as�how�people�greet�each�other,�socialize,�or�celebrate�holidays.

§ Cultural perspectives are underlying cultural values, beliefs, and attitudes that inform a culture’s products and practices.
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row C

Language 
Control

(0–3 points)

0 points

§ Contains errors or limitations in 
grammar and vocabulary that 
greatly impede comprehension.

1 point

§ Uses a limited set of vocabulary, 
which precludes maintenance of 
the exchange.

§ Demonstrates control of a 
limited set of basic grammatical 
structures.

§ Contains errors that impede 
comprehensibility.

2 points

§ Uses a range of vocabulary, 
occasionally including words or 
culturally relevant expressions 
appropriate to the exchange.

§ Demonstrates control of a range 
of basic grammatical structures.

§ Contains errors that occasionally 
impede comprehensibility.

3 points

§ Uses a wide variety of 
vocabulary, including words or 
culturally relevant expressions 
appropriate to the exchange.

§ Demonstrates control of 
a variety of grammatical 
structures.

§ Does not contain errors that 
impede comprehensibility.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn 
points:
§ Are incomprehensible or very 

difficult to understand due to 
significant limitations in grammar 
and word choice.

§ Are limited to single words, 
utterances, or phrases that do 
not convey meaning.

§ Are in a language other than the 
target language.

Typical responses that earn 1 
point:
§ Repeatedly use simple or 
memorized�phrases�and�high-
frequency vocabulary.

§ Rely on English when lacking 
vocabulary.

§ Do not improve 
comprehensibility when 
attempting�to�clarify�or�self-
correct.

Typical responses that earn 2 
points:
§ Use simple sentences and a few 

compound sentences.

§ Use adequate vocabulary 
but word choice might limit 
expression of ideas.

§ Sometimes improve 
comprehensibility when 
attempting to clarify or correct 
information.

Typical responses that earn 3 
points:
§ Use a variety of simple and 

compound sentences.
§ Use a variety of vocabulary, 

sometimes even idioms, to fully 
convey ideas.

§ Improve comprehensibility when 
attempting to clarify or correct 
information.

§ Use effective communicative 
strategies, such as 
circumlocution and 
paraphrasing.
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria

Row D

Fluency

(0–2 points)

0 points

§ Contains errors in pronunciation and/or  
intonation that significantly impede 
intelligibility. Lacks fluidity when responding.

1 point

§ Uses a rate of speech and intonation patterns 
that are somewhat effective for interpersonal 
communication; speech is disconnected at 
times.

§ Uses generally clear pronunciation.
§ Contains errors that occasionally impede 

comprehensibility.

2 points

§ Uses a rate of speech and intonation 
patterns that are effective for interpersonal 
communication; speech is fluid and automatic.

§ Uses clear pronunciation.
§ Does not contain errors that impede 

comprehensibility.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that do not earn points:
§ Require significant listener effort.
§ Use frequent repetition, filler words (e.g., umm, 

uh), and/or false starts that interrupt fluency of 
speech, obscuring comprehensibility.

§ Are generally unable to sustain speech to 
complete the task, or are in a language other 
than the target language.

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
§ Occasionally require effort from the 

listener due to speaker hesitancy, unclear 
pronunciation, or ineffective intonation.

§ Use repetition, filler words (e.g., umm, uh), and/
or false starts that at times interrupt fluidity of 
speech and obscure comprehensibility.

§ Are generally able to sustain speech to 
complete the task.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
§ Do not require listener effort.
§ Use fluid speech throughout, although there 

may be some natural pauses, filler words (e.g., 
umm, uh), and/or false starts.

§ Frequently use effective intonation to 
engage the interlocuter and contribute to 
comprehension.

Additional Notes:
§ Students might not start speaking immediately and might finish before the allotted time runs out. Students who do not use the entire time to speak but still  

satisfy the scoring criteria are eligible to receive the maximum number of points in this category.
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Project Sequence

Phase 1: Explore and Understand

In Phase 1 of the course project, students activate background knowledge related to the project 
prompt and choose a target community or region on which they will focus their research. Students 
explore the specific project prompt instructions and source materials packet. They use their 
understanding of the source materials and personal perspectives to develop initial considerations 
on the project prompt to write an Initial Written Reflection.

Driving Question
	� To address the project prompt meaningfully, what foundational knowledge, key 

considerations, and cultural understandings do students need, and how can that 
information help them make predictions about diverse cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives?

Duration
 Five�45-minute�class�periods

Introduction and Overview
The overarching objective of Phase 1 is for students to explore the provided source materials 
and consider their background knowledge so they can address the questions in the Initial Written 
Reflection prompt. To do this, students must:

§ Activate background knowledge about the project prompt

§ Review�and�analyze�content�found�in�the�source�materials�packet

§ Explore target communities or regions on which they may focus their research

§ Connect content from the sources with personal perspectives and initial considerations

Setup and Framing
In�Phase�1,�students�apply�interpretive�skills�to�analyze�and�compare�sources,�clarify�their�
understanding of the topic, and start thinking about target cultural communities or regions for 
their project. Students’ analysis of the sources, exploration of a target community or region, and 
personal introspection through the Initial Written Reflection lay the foundation for deeper research 
and findings in Phase 2, the Project Presentation preparation and practice in Phase 3, and the 
final reflection during the Project Q&A in Phase 4. They use their understanding of the relationship 
between cultural products, practices, and perspectives as a paradigm to target a deeper cultural 
understanding—a�key�long-term�goal�of�their�project—revealing�the�beliefs,�perceptions,�attitudes,�
and values tied to visible features of the target community or region.
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Class Materials
Phase�1�will�utilize�the�following�materials:

§ Project prompt (AP Digital Portfolio)

§ Source materials packet (AP Digital Portfolio)

§ Source�Material�Graphic�Organizer�(AP�Classroom)

§ Initial Written Reflection Teacher Guidelines (AP Classroom)

§ Initial Written Reflection Feedback Form (AP Classroom)

Daily Outline
Day 1

Students review the project topic and generate background information.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Activate background knowledge related to the project topic

§ Draw on previously learned concepts, including the 3Ps

§ Answer anticipatory questions to drive their inquiry

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 1.B  2.C  3.A

LOs: 1.B.1  1.B.5  2.C.1  2.C.3  3.A.1  

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

§ Introduce students to the project prompt, including the task components and general 
instructions. To help them activate prior knowledge about the prompt, engage students in a 
brainstorming�exercise�followed�by�a�whole-class�discussion�using�the�context�of�the�project.�
Questions could include:
§ In your own words, what do you think cultural products, practices, and perspectives are? 

What examples can you think of from your own community?
§ What regions or communities in the target culture would be interesting to explore? What 

regions or communities do you want to know more about?
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Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

§ If necessary, reintroduce students to the 3Ps–products, practices, and perspectives. It may be 
helpful to use the following definitions from the scoring guidelines:

§ Cultural products are tangible and intangible artifacts of a culture, such as clothing, tools, 
food, monuments, artwork, and stories

§ Cultural practices are patterns of social behaviors and interactions of a culture, such as how 
people�greet�each�other,�socialize,�or�celebrate�holidays

§ Cultural perspectives are underlying cultural values, beliefs, and attitudes that inform a 
culture’s products and practices

§ Show students a cultural product they have already learned about and lead a discussion about 
how that product relates to different practices and reflects cultural perspectives.

§ Repeat the process with a cultural practice and a cultural perspective.

Guided Instruction (15 minutes)

§ Provide students with a series of anticipatory questions about the project. These questions 
could include:

§ What do you already know about the project topic? What information will you need to seek 
out to answer the prompt?

§ What themes or units might the prompt relate to? What sources have you already read or 
listened to that might be useful in thinking about the prompt?

§ Does the project topic connect with a particular region or cultural community you already 
know about?

§ What vocabulary or phrases from the prompt are familiar or unfamiliar?
§ What challenges might you encounter while investigating this topic? How might you 

overcome them?

§ Have students work alone or in pairs to answer the anticipatory questions.

Check for Understanding (10 minutes)

§ Engage�students�in�a�whole-class�discussion�about�their�answers�to�the�anticipatory�questions.�
Note where students’ answers align and where they do not.

§ (Optional) Collect students’ answers and comment on their initial ideas before returning them 
to students to use on day 2.

TEACHING TIP 
To scaffold this 
concept,�prioritize�2–3�
questions for students 
to answer before 
bringing together 
small groups or the 
whole class to discuss. 
If time permits, ask 
them to complete any 
remaining questions.
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Day 2

Students explore content found in the provided source materials packet.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Explore their answers to the anticipatory questions with classmates

§ Review�the�source�materials�packet�and�start�synthesizing�information�in�preparation�of�a�
gallery walk

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 1.A  1.B  1.C  2.C  2.D  3.A

LOs: 1.A.1  1.A.2  1.B.1  1.C.1  1.C.2  1.C.3  2.C.1  2.C.2  2.D.1  3.A.1

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

§ Have students review the concepts from their anticipatory questions with their classmates. 
Ask students to form an inner and outer circle facing one another. Then have them take turns 
sharing with the student opposite them. Rotate the outer circle, allowing students to complete 
the exchange with additional partners.

Guided Instruction (30 minutes) 

§ Guide students in beginning to explore the sources in the provided source materials packet and 
preparing for a gallery walk on day 3. Provide them with 1–2 sources and the Source Material 
Graphic�Organizer.�Ask�students�to�read�or�listen�to�the�source(s)�they�were�assigned,�while�
annotating�and/or�taking�notes�on�the�graphic�organizer.

§ Provide�students�with�poster�paper.�Have�them�begin�creating�a�poster�that�summarizes�
the information in their sources and any connections to cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives they found. This activity is designed to be completed on day 3.

Check for Understanding (5 minutes)

§ Ask students to write 3–5 sentences about how the information they learned in one of the 
sources can deepen an answer they asked in their anticipatory questions.

TEACHING TIP 
Students are not 
expected to share a 
polished analysis of 
the source materials 
but rather a working 
sense of what the 
sources offer. To guide 
students’ thinking, 
provide guiding 
questions, such as:

§ What is the main 
idea of the source?

§ What supporting 
details are important 
in understanding the 
source?

§ What product, 
practice, or 
perspective is 
most evident in the 
source?
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Day 3

Students�think�critically�and�introspectively,�synthesizing�the�information�in�the�source�materials.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Explore target regions or communities to consider researching

§ Demonstrate an understanding of the source materials within the context of the project prompt

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 1.B  1.C  2.C  2.D  3.A

LOs: 1.B.1  1.C.1  1.C.3  2.C.1  2.C.2  2.D.1  2.D.2  3.A.1  3.A.3

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

§ Ask students to individually list as many geographic regions and cultural communities in the 
target language that they can think of for 3 minutes.

§ Have students trade lists with a partner and cross out any duplicates. For the regions or 
communities that remain, students can share any information they know about them with  
each other.

§ (Optional) This can be made into a friendly competition to see which pairs came up with the 
longest list of regions and communities and which pair has the most prior knowledge about 
those they listed.

§ Distribute a list of several geographic regions and cultural communities associated with the 
target language for students to consider using in their investigation, noting that their choice 
of region or community of focus will influence how they apply information from the source 
materials packet and, eventually, their additional research.

Guided Instruction (30 minutes)

§ Regroup students based on their primary source(s) from day 2. Have them finish their poster, 
summarizing�the�key�information�from�the�source�and�making�connections�to�cultural�products,�
practices, and perspectives.

§ Once students complete their posters and hang them around the room, have them engage in a 
gallery walk. While visiting their classmates’ posters, students can take notes using the Source 
Material�Graphic�Organizer,�making�observations�about�how�the�sources�connect�to�the�project�
prompt.

TEACHING TIP 
Gallery walks can be 
time consuming to 
prepare. To address 
this challenge, prepare 
templates for students 
to use to reduce time 
spent�organizing,�or�
put a time limit on how 
long students have to 
prepare.
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Check for Understanding (5 minutes)

§ Have students reflect on one connection they made between the sources and cultural 
products, practices, and perspectives. This can be in discussion with classmates or in writing.

Day 4

Students understand the essential components and related skills for a strong Initial Written Reflection.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Demonstrate understanding of the reflective writing process in which they will narrate initial 
considerations about the project prompt through the lens of the four provided questions

§ Make connections between the project prompt and their personal knowledge, experiences, 
and perspectives

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 1.B  1.C  2.C  3.A

LOs: 1.B.3  1.B.4  1.C.1  2.C.1  2.C.3  3.A.1  3.A.2  3.A.3

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

§ Share with students a definition of reflective writing such as the following: Reflective writing 
is the process of connecting course content with new learning. It involves examining your 
thoughts, skills, and attitudes and helps you understand yourself as a learner so you can make 
more informed decisions about how you learn.

§ Ask students to brainstorm in writing three ways a written reflection will be helpful at this stage 
of their course project. Then have them share and compare with a peer.

Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

§ Share out the instructions for the Initial Written Reflection. As a whole group, discuss the 
purpose of the reflection, including connecting students’ experiences, prior knowledge, and 
perspectives to the project prompt and source materials. Discuss what this reflection is mea
to be and what it is not.

nt 

Guided Instruction (20 minutes)

§ Post the four Initial Written Reflection questions on the board or poster paper. Have students 
engage�in�a�think-pair-share�activity�in�which�they�consider�how�they�might�answer�them�in�the�
context of the project work they have engaged in thus far.

§ Have students share their ideas with the class. Record them on the board or poster paper.

TEACHING TIP  
Before class, review 
the Initial Written 
Reflection Teacher 
Guidelines to prepare 
instructions on this 
task for students.
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Check for Understanding (5 minutes)

§ Ask students to share how they can prepare for writing their Initial Written Reflection in the next 
day’s class. Students can review:
§ Anticipatory questions (day 1)
§ Source materials packet (day 2)
§ Source�Material�Graphic�Organizer�(days�2�and�3)
§ Instructions for the Initial Written Reflection and Initial Written Reflection Feedback Form

Day 5

Students complete the Initial Written Reflection.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Complete the Initial Written Reflection task using their analysis of the source materials packet

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 2.A  2.C  2.D  3.A

LOs: 2.A.1  2.A.2  2.C.1  2.C.2  2.C.4  2.D.1  2.D.2  3.A.1  3.A.2  3.A.3

Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

§ Brainstorm vocabulary and linguistic resources that students can use as a reference while they 
make connections and paraphrase information in the written sources.

Guided Instruction (40 minutes)

§ Guide students as they begin writing the Initial Written Reflection. Consider using one of the 
following approaches:

§ Guide students as they begin work on their Initial Written Reflections by compiling the 
information acquired in Phase 1 through their answers to the anticipatory questions, the 
source�materials�packet,�and�the�Source�Material�Graphic�Organizer.

§ Support students, checking in individually, as they prepare, write, and finish their Initial 
Written Reflection in class using the guidelines and related checklist as they write.

Option 1: Teacher Supported

TEACHING TIP  
While the Initial 
Written Reflection 
is not submitted as 
part of the AP Exam 
score, it could be 
scored as part of a 
course grade with 
feedback provided to 
students. If choosing 
to use the reflection 
task as a summative 
assessment, provide 
students with the 
information and 
instructions upfront so 
they can appropriately 
prepare.
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Option 2: Summative Assessment

§ Provide students with the specific instructions and prompt for the Initial Written 
Reflection. As they write, allow them to access their answers to the anticipatory questions, 
the�source�materials�packet,�and�Source�Material�Graphic�Organizer�as�resources�for�their�
work in completing the reflection by the end of the class period. Do not provide support or 
guidance to students.

Check for Understanding

§ Collect students’ completed written reflections. Provide feedback using the Initial Written 
Reflection Feedback Form before returning them to students to use on day 6.

Phase 2: Investigate and Apply

In Phase 2, students determine the target region or community on which to focus their project. 
They conduct and apply research in response to the project prompt.

Driving Question
 How can students plan and conduct an investigation using both the provided source 
materials and outside research to apply their knowledge of cultural products, practices, 
and perspectives toward a deeper understanding of their findings?

Duration
 Four�45-minute�class�periods

Introduction and Overview
The overarching objective of Phase 2 is for students to investigate and compile information of 
significant�relevance�to�the�project�topic�and�begin�to�internalize�that�information�in�support�of�both�
the�Project�Presentation�and�Project�Q&A�free-response�questions.�To�do�this,�students�must:

§ Create a research action plan to determine what resources they will need, how and where they 
will find those resources, and a practical timeline to execute their investigation

§ Identify important information from various sources that relate to the project topic

§ Paraphrase,�synthesize,�and�communicate�their�findings

§ Become well versed in the content they have researched

Setup and Framing
During Phase 2, students create and enact a plan for collecting research in support of the project 
topic.�They�analyze�different�types�of�authentic�sources,�narrowing�down�information�that�aligns�with�
their project and makes the project meaningful to them. They engage in a variety of communicative 
activities�to�summarize�and�share�this�information.�Students�expand�on�their�initial�exploration�
and personal reflection from Phase 1 to more focused research based on a specific target region 

TEACHING TIP 
If possible, have 
students type their 
reflections to practice 
the skills needed for 
typing in the target 
language on the 
AP Exam. It may be 
necessary to book 
computer labs or 
reserve laptops.
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or community in Phase 2. They deepen their understanding of cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives,�and�apply�it�to�their�findings.�Students�begin�to�edit�and�internalize�their�research�in�
support of creating their Project Presentation in Phase 3 and preparing for a Project Q&A in Phase 4.

Supporting Student Research

DO DO NOT

• Suggest strategies and possible resources 
students might use in their research

• Conduct research or provide sources, articles, or 
evidence for students beyond what is provided by 
College Board

• Provide feedback that helps students strengthen 
their analysis of cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives with supporting evidence

• Supply students with interpretations of the 
sources or rewrite their analysis

• Support students in reflecting on and expressing 
the main ideas and details from their research

• Draw conclusions or make connections on behalf 
of students

• Provide structures and guidelines for self-checks, 
peer review, and reflection

• Allow students to complete required project tasks 
together

• Encourage students to consult dictionaries or 
other word-reference tools rather than automated 
translations of full sources

Class Materials
Phase�2�will�utilize�the�following�materials:

§ Completed Initial Written Reflection Feedback Form (from Day 5)

§ Research Action Plan Template (AP Classroom)

§ Source materials packet (AP Digital Portfolio)

§ Source�Material�Graphic�Organizer�(AP�Classroom)

Daily Outline
Day 6

Students reflect on how the provided sources can be used to support their investigation and 
consider how they may develop their research action plan.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Identify factors on which to focus their research

§ Create a research action plan
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Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 2.C  2.D

LOs: 2.C.1  2.C.2  2.D.1

Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

§ Ask students to discuss with a partner what region or community they plan to research and 
why. If time permits, ask students to share their thoughts with the class.

Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

§ Inform the class that during this phase they will begin researching information specific to the 
project topic and their target region or community of choice. The source materials packet 
provides a model of the types of sources students may want to seek out. Students can also 
draw on information directly from the packet for their research and presentation.

§ Lead the whole class in a brainstorming session to consider the factors upon which they might 
base their project research and what additional information might be necessary to progress 
and deepen their understanding of the region or the topic. Consider asking questions such as:

§ Where might you go to find this information?
§ What search engines or sources are available in the target language?
§ What resources might be helpful to find the information you have identified as important?

§ As part of this discussion, share important information about how to evaluate the credibility 
and relevance of sources on the internet. Additionally, remind students to follow the guidelines 
related to use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools (see the AI Guidance).

Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

§ Once students have narrowed their project focus, they should review their Initial Written 
Reflection Feedback Form and fill out the Research Action Plan Template. This step allows 
students�to�take�agency�over�the�investigation�process.�It�also�emphasizes�the�self-directed�
nature of the project and reinforces the metacognitive skills needed to plan, monitor, and 
complete their research. Students’ research action plans should focus on the investigation step, 
and�their�timeline�should�culminate�with�a�teacher-provided�deadline�at�the�end�of�Phase�2.

§ Review�the�Research�Action�Plan�Template�with�students,�emphasizing�the�use�of�SMART�goals�
(goals that are specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time bound) to address the 
components of the plan:

§ Required factors/focus of the presentation
§ Questions that will be addressed through their findings
§ Information needed to address those questions
§ Possible sources for additional information
§ A timeline for completing their investigations
§ Strategies�to�save�and�organize�their�findings

TEACHING TIP 
Remind students 
that they should 
conduct their research 
exclusively in the 
target language and 
use authentic sources, 
including but not 
limited to the source 
materials packet. 
Reinforce strategies 
and resources to 
support interpretive 
skills.

141

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/exam-administration-ordering-scores/administering-exams/exam-policies/artificial-intelligence-tools


Appendix | AP Italian Language and Culture Project Manual
Return to Table of Contents

© 2026 College Board

§ With the class, examine what a SMART goal looks like in the context of a cultural investigation: 
specific (what I need to find out), measurable (a number of sources I need to find), achievable (a 
reasonable amount of information), relevant (a clear connection to the project topic), and time 
bound (a schedule of what needs to happen and when). These goals should be clearly tied to 
the project prompt, selected factors, and cultural products, practices, and perspectives found 
in�the�target-language-speaking�world.�

Guided Instruction (20 minutes)

§ Support students in their decision making as they complete their research action plan. Ensure 
that students select three required factors for the Project Presentation, including at least one 
factor related to a cultural perspective. Guide students in identifying questions to address 
through their research that will allow them to explain the factors in their presentation. Help 
students avoid common mistakes, such as selecting sources that are too general or broad in 
nature or creating an unrealistic timeline.

§ If time permits, provide students with the rest of class to enact their plans. They should work 
individually.

Check for Understanding

§ (Optional) Collect students’ research action plan and provide feedback.

Day 7

Students conduct research according to their research action plan.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Conduct research according to their research action plan

§ Annotate�and�organize�their�findings�logically

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 1.A  1.B  1.C  2.C  2.D  3.A

LOs: 1.A.1  1.A.2  1.B.1  1.C.1  1.C.2  1.C.3  2.C.1  2.C.2  2.C.5  2.D.1  3.A.1

Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

§ Ask students to share their research action plan and potential progress with a partner or in 
small�groups.�Check�if�students�have�any�questions,�reemphasize�what�SMART�goals�look�like,�
and remind them that their research needs to be in the target language.

TEACHING TIP 
Students may conduct 
research in a variety of 
ways, including using 
print materials or 
accessing reputable 
electronic sources. 
Consider reserving 
space for research in 
the school’s library 
media center or 
booking a computer 
lab or laptop cart if 
students do not have 
access to their own 
devices.
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Guided Instruction (35 minutes)

§ Give students the majority of this class period to enact their research plans. Have them work 
individually, continuing their research, documenting it appropriately, and refining their notes 
and�information�so�it�is�organized,�accessible,�and�understandable.�Encourage�students�to�use�
the�Source�Material�Graphic�Organizer.

§ Support students in their individual research by asking questions about the sources or source 
information, helping them identify any progress on their research action plan, and/or reviewing 
organizational�techniques�to�document�their�findings.�Remind�students�to�stay�focused�on�the�
required factors for the presentation and identify the most essential questions that will allow 
them to explain their chosen factors.

Check for Understanding (5 minutes) 

§ Check in with students on their research. Consider posing questions such as:

§ Has any new information provoked changes to your original plan or inspired additional 
questions to explore? If so, how will you integrate any new information into your research 
action plan?

§ Have you been able to find the answers to your questions?
§ Are the resources you found reliable?
§ Do you have the vocabulary to document and paraphrase your findings?
§ Is there someone you could contact for additional firsthand information?
§ Have you met the indicators of success in your research action plan? If not, how might you 

adjust the plan?

Day 8

Students continue their research following the steps outlined in their research action plan. 
Students apply their understanding of cultural products and practices and make connections with 
perspectives of the target region or community in relation to the project prompt.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Consider cultural products, practices, or perspectives below the surface level in the target 
region or community of focus

§ Find key information in support of their project topic as outlined in their research action plan

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 2.C  2.D  3.A

LOs: 2.C.1  2.C.2  2.C.3  2.C.4  2.C.5  2.D.1  2.D.2  3.A.1  3.A.3

TEACHING TIP 
Provide students 
with clean copies of 
the Source Material 
Graphic�Organizer�to�
focus their notetaking 
as they conduct their 
independent research.
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Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

§ Ask students to identify a cultural product or practice they have encountered in their research 
and what cultural perspective this could represent.

§ Have students share out their ideas, and ask the class to consider alternative perspectives.

Guided Instruction (30 minutes)

§ Encourage students to start making connections across the content found in their research 
thus far. Highlight the importance of enriching their analysis of each source by considering its 
use in their presentation and in connection with the community or region of their choice. Ask 
students to begin considering: 

§ How will you combine and refer to the information you have gathered to meet communicative 
goals and inform an audience about the topic?

§ How�can�you�integrate�these�sources�into�your�presentation�in�an�organized�and�engaging�
way?

§ Have students continue to work individually in class on their specific research focus. Students 
should keep researching and find opportunities to elaborate on cultural perspectives related to 
cultural products or practices they have discovered.

Check for Understanding (10 minutes)

§ Continue checking in with students to monitor their progress on their research action plan.

Day 9

Students�summarize,�share,�and�apply�key�research�findings�of�their�investigation�within�the�context�
of the project prompt and conclude the research stage of the project.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Engage in written and spoken interpersonal communication within the context of the project

§ Apply linguistic, content, and cultural knowledge to communicate research findings

§ Conclude the investigation process

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 2.A  2.B  2.C  2.D  

LOs: 2.A.1  2.A.2  2.A.3  2.A.4  2.B.1  2.B.2  2.B.3  2.B.4  2.B.5  2.C.1  2.C.2  2.D.1  2.D.2  

TEACHING TIP 
If students are 
struggling with the 
3Ps, review the 
paradigm of cultural 
products, practices, 
and perspectives 
as a means to a 
deeper cultural 
understanding.
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Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

§ Have students review the SMART goals from their research action plans. Ask if they were able 
to achieve their goals. Further questions could include:

§ Is there additional information you need to research?
§ Are there any unresolved aspects of your plan you need in order to complete the research 

step before beginning work on your presentation?
§ How might you adjust your research action plan to account for any missing information?

Guided Instruction (15 minutes)

§ Have students formulate five questions they can ask a partner about their project. At least 
one question should elicit specific information about the cultural analysis of their findings 
(products, practices, and perspectives).

§ Students can switch partners and take turns participating in short conversations using their 
questions.�Challenge�students�to�come�up�with�one�or�two�follow-up�questions�based�on�what�
they hear. They can continue switching to share their information with a series of partners.

Direct Instruction (15 minutes)

§ Ask students to draft an email to someone whose work they encountered in their research. 
This may include a source who was interviewed, the writer of an article they read, a leader at a 
cultural institution they researched, etc. In their email, students should:

§ Clearly introduce themselves and explain the purpose of the email
§ Provide a brief explanation of their own connection or interest in the topic
§ Share information they found relevant or interesting
§ Ask at least one question related to the event, institution, or cultural practice

Check for Understanding (5 minutes)

§ Finish checking in with students on the progress of their research action plan.

Phase 3: Create and Evaluate

Phase�3�focuses�on�the�Project�Presentation.�Students�synthesize�the�information�from�their�
research�and�compile�the�content�into�an�organized�presentation.�They�demonstrate�understanding�
of an effective presentation and the Project Presentation scoring guidelines through a practice 
presentation. Students use feedback to reflect, revise, and refine their presentation content and 
delivery,�completing�the�Personalized�Project�Reference.

Driving Question
	 �How�can�students�effectively�synthesize�research�and�use�feedback�to�create�a�clear,�

organized,�engaging,�and�polished�presentation?

TEACHING TIP 
Speak with students 
about appropriate 
levels of formality for 
contacting a person 
who is not familiar 
to them. Discuss 
with them how to 
maintain a respectful 
and appropriate 
interaction with the 
recipient.
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Duration
 Three�45-minute�class�periods

Introduction and Overview
The�overarching�objective�of�Phase�3�is�for�students�to�synthesize�and�organize�their�research�
findings to create and deliver an effective oral presentation on exam day. To do this, students must:

§ Make connections among their research sources to support their presentation topic

§ Organize�their�findings�into�a�cohesive�presentation�intended�to�inform�an�audience

§ Integrate evidence of cultural understanding (products, practices, and perspectives) into their 
presentation content

§ Identify and practice presentational skills

§ Use objective feedback and other resources to refine and improve their presentation

Setup and Framing
During�Phase�3,�students�compile,�synthesize,�and�organize�their�research�findings�to�develop�and�
deliver�their�presentation.�They�use�the�Personalized�Project�Reference�Template�to�help�prepare�
a presentation that integrates their understanding of the relationship between cultural products, 
practices, and perspectives as a paradigm to target a deeper cultural understanding. They practice 
their�presentation,�use�the�Practice�Presentation�Feedback�Form�to�self-�or�peer�evaluate�or�to�
receive teacher feedback, and then edit their presentation accordingly.

Supporting Project Tasks – Project Presentation

DO DO NOT

• Guide students in organizing ideas clearly, 
referencing the Project Presentation scoring 
guidelines

• Organize or structure the presentation on behalf of 
students

• Support students in distilling their Personalized 
Project Reference into concise key words and 
phrases

• Provide specific wording, phrasing, or examples 
in the Personalized Project Reference

• Draw students’ attention to errors • Correct students’ errors for them

• Model effective delivery skills, such as pacing, 
tone, and clarity

• Direct students in delivery style or expression

• Allow students to use the Personalized Project 
Reference Template to prepare, practice, and 
present their presentation

• 

• 

Allow students to read verbatim from their notes 
when they present
Encourage students to engage in rote 
memorization of their Project Presentation word 
for word

• Provide structures and guidelines for peer review 
and reflection

• Allow students to revise each other’s 
presentations

• Encourage students to highlight strengths and 
suggest improvements using language from the 
Project Presentation scoring guidelines

• Permit peers to revise someone else’s presentation 
or provide specific wording to use
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Class Materials
Phase�3�will�utilize�the�following�materials:

§ Completed research action plan from day 6

§ Personalized�Project�Reference�Template�(AP�Classroom)

§ Project Presentation scoring guidelines (in this manual)

§ Practice Presentation Feedback Form (AP Classroom)

§ (Optional) Recording device or app

Daily Outline
Day 10

Students�review�the�elements�of�an�effective�presentation�and�use�the�Personalized�Project�
Reference�Template�to�organize�their�research�into�a�presentation�format,�preparing�for�in-class�
practice.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Identify the key components of an effective presentation

§ Organize�their�research�into�a�presentation�format

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 2.A  2.C  2.D  

LOs: 2.A.1  2.A.2  2.A.3  2.A.4  2.C.1  2.C.3  2.C.4  2.C.5  2.D.1

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

§ Have students brainstorm and discuss the elements of a good presentation as a whole class, 
with a partner, or in small groups.

§ As students share their ideas, list them on the board. From this list, select 8–10 items, and ask 
students to rank them in order of importance, explaining why they ranked each element as  
they did.
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Guided Instruction (30 minutes)

§ Pass�out�the�Personalized�Project�Reference�Template,�which�is�a�draft�version�of�the�template�
they will complete and have access to on exam day to support their presentation.

§ Ask students to consider the purpose, message, and target audience of their presentation and 
decide�on�an�organizational�scheme�or�basic�outline�for�their�presentation�content.�Questions�
for students to consider include:

§ How will you introduce your topic and factors to your audience?
§ What content is most important? In what order will it be delivered?
§ How�will�you�distill�your�research�into�shorthand�notes�in�the�Personalized�Project�Reference�

that will be most useful on exam day?

§ Have�students�begin�organizing�their�presentation�by�filling�out�the�Personalized�Project�
Reference Template. Remind students of the word/character limits they need to adhere to and 
provide�guided�support�as�students�prioritize�which�key�words�best�represent�their�content.

Check for Understanding (5 minutes)

§ Have students trade their template with another student, and ask them to see how much they 
can understand about their partner’s presentation based only on the key words included.

Day 11

Students review essential components of an effective presentation as well as linguistic resources 
needed to deliver a presentation in the target language. Students begin to practice their 
presentations.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Review linguistic resources, such as vocabulary, cohesive devices, comprehensibility, and 
grammatical structures as well as pacing, intonation, and pronunciation for presentational 
speaking

§ Practice�their�presentation�and�self-evaluate

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 2.A  2.B  2.C  2.D  3.A

LOs: 2.A.1  2.A.2  2.A.3  2.A.4  2.B.2  2.B.3  2.B.4  2.C.1  2.C.2  2.C.3  2.C.4  2.C.5  2.D.1  2.D.2  3.A.1  3.A.3

TEACHING TIP 
Leverage the use 
of audio sources in 
the target language 
to simultaneously 
prepare for the Project 
Presentation task 
and the AP Exam as 
a whole. For example, 
presenting students 
with audio or video 
sources about 
giving presentations 
also allows them to 
practice the listening 
skills needed for 
the Instructional 
Guidance task type in 
the�multiple-choice�
section.

148



Appendix | AP Italian Language and Culture Project Manual
Return to Table of Contents

© 2026 College Board

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

§ To help students review and reactivate vocabulary, grammatical structures, and cohesive 
devices to support an effective presentation, list linguistic resources on the board, such as:

§ Vocabulary, including:

§ Words and phrases that are specific to the project prompt
§ Words and phrases commonly used in a formal presentation
§ Words and phrases to introduce or conclude
§ Words and phrases for sequencing or ranking
§ Words and phrases for transitioning from one idea or topic to another
§ Words and phrases for referencing a source

§ Grammatical structures, including:

§ Structures to express opinions or feelings
§ Structures to explain factual statements
§ Structures to make recommendations
§ Structures to describe a process (e.g., the research process)

§ Give students 5 minutes to come up with a list of words, phrases, or grammatical structures 
they might use in a presentation. Then, spend the remaining time having them share their ideas 
with�their�classmates,�either�through�a�whole-class�discussion�or�in�small�groups.

Direct Instruction (15 minutes)

§ Provide students with the Project Presentation scoring guidelines and the Practice 
Presentation Feedback Form. Support students in making connections between the feedback 
form,�the�scoring�guidelines,�and�their�Personalized�Project�Reference�Template.�Point�out�
essential components, such as:

§ Explaining at least three factors with relevant details
§ Providing specific examples that show the relationship between cultural perspectives and 

cultural products and practices
§ Organizing�the�presentation�logically�and�including�words�and�phrases�that�naturally�enhance�

the flow of the presentation
§ Using culturally relevant expressions and a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures
§ Delivering the presentation clearly and confidently, with appropriate pacing, intonation, and 

pronunciation

Guided Instruction (20 minutes)

§ Ask students to individually practice their presentation, using a recording device if desired. 
Ensure that students are aware that they have 3 minutes to present.

§ After completing their presentation, have students evaluate themselves using the Practice 
Presentation Feedback Form.
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§ Using their own feedback, students should then adjust the information that they include on the 
Personalized�Project�Reference�Template.�Sticking�to�the�word/character�limit,�students�may�
swap�out�key�words�for�others�that�help�them�stay�organized.

§ After adjusting their templates, students may revise their presentation to determine if their 
adjustments were effective.

Check for Understanding

§ (Optional)�Collect�students’�Personalized�Project�Reference�Templates�and�offer�generalized�
feedback.

Day 12

Students�practice�and�self-evaluate�or�give�peer�feedback�on�their�presentation.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Practice�their�presentation�and�self-evaluate�or�receive�feedback

§ Update�and�submit�their�Personalized�Project�Reference�on�AP�Digital�Portfolio

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 2.A  2.B  2.C  2.D  3.A

LOs: 2.A.1  2.A.2  2.A.3  2.A.4  2.B.2  2.B.3  2.B.4  2.C.1  2.C.2  2.C.3  2.C.4  2.C.5  2.D.1  2.D.2  3.A.1  3.A.3

Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

§ Ask students to share ideas for how they will prepare themselves to confidently deliver their 
presentation on exam day.

Guided Instruction (30 minutes)

§ Have students deliver their practice presentation in pairs, groups, or for the full class 
depending�on�class�size�and�schedule.�While�presenting,�peers�and/or�the�teacher�can�provide�
feedback using the Practice Presentation Feedback Form.

§ After�each�presentation�finishes,�ask�or�have�classmates�ask�one�or�two�follow-up�questions�
based on the presentation in preparation for Phase 4, during which students will start 
practicing for the Project Q&A task.

TEACHING TIP  
To record 
their practice 
presentations, 
students can use their 
personal electronic 
devices,�a�school-
issued device, or a 
digital voice recorder. 
If students do not 
have�school-issued�
devices, consider 
checking out devices 
or booking a computer 
lab.
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Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

§ Provide students with the opportunity to review teacher or peer feedback.

§ Based�on�the�feedback,�have�students�make�final�adjustments�to�their�Personalized�Project�
Reference�Template�and�transfer�their�finalized�draft�to�the�Personalized�Project�Reference�
fields in AP Digital Portfolio. They may make changes until April 30.

Check for Understanding

§ Students can continue practicing and refining their presentation.

Phase 4: Reflect and Grow

Phase�4�focuses�on�the�Project�Q&A�task.�Students�predict�and�develop�potential�follow-up�
questions related to the Project Presentation, anticipate answers based on research, use language 
functions to express information from the presentation for a purpose (e.g., explaining, persuading, 
expressing opinions, recommending). Students reflect on both their knowledge and the learning 
process. They also demonstrate critical thinking skills, introspection, and metacognition through 
the process of reflection.

Driving Question

 How can students integrate insights from their research and presentation to engage 
thoughtfully�in�the�follow-up�Project�Q&A�task?

Duration
 Three�45-minute�class�periods

Introduction and Overview
The overarching objective of Phase 4 is for students to anticipate, frame, and practice the Project 
Q&A�task.�For�this�exam-day�task,�students�will�respond�to�a�series�of�four�questions�by�a�simulated,�
prerecorded interlocutor about their Project Presentation and research. To do this, students must:

§ Understand the framing of the Project Q&A task, including who the interlocutor is likely to be, 
what kinds of questions may be asked, and how long they will have to answer

§ Produce and practice answers that show understanding of cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives from their research

§ Elaborate and reflect on their research and learning experience

Setup and Framing
During Phase 4, students employ a variety of interpersonal skills to demonstrate the cultural 
understanding they gained from their research, practice presentation, and interactions with peers. 
They compare the target region or community with their own cultural background while answering 
questions. They harness their initial considerations from Phase 1, their deeper research from Phase 2,  
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and their metacognition and practice presentation from Phase 3 to arrive at conclusions and final 
reflections in Phase 4. This phase allows students to retrospectively view their learning process and 
consider where they have landed within the context of the project.

Supporting Project Tasks – Project Q&A

DO DO NOT

• Ask follow-up questions after practice 
presentations that align with the Project Q&A 
language functions

• Repeat identical follow-up questions or limit 
practice to a fixed list students can memorize

• Encourage students to anticipate contexts and 
questions that connect to the project prompt  
and/or their presentation

• Predict exact questions or dictate the responses 
students should prepare

• Provide opportunities for students to practice 
question responses, reflect on their responses, 
and identify areas for improvement

• Evaluate responses by telling students what they 
should have said

Class Materials
Phase�4�will�utilize�the�following�materials:

§ Project Q&A scoring guidelines (in this manual)

§ Anticipatory�Project�Q&A�Organizer�(AP�Classroom)

§ Practice Q&A Feedback Form (AP Classroom)

Daily Outline
Day 13

Students review the Project Q&A task, the Project Q&A scoring guidelines, and the various question 
types so they can create their own questions and brainstorm potential contexts relevant to the task.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Review the elements of a strong Q&A response

§ Anticipate Project Q&A questions by developing and answering practice questions 
collaboratively

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 2.A  2.B  2.C  3.A

LOs: 2.A.1  2.A.2  2.A.3  2.A.4  2.B.1  2.B.2  2.B.3  2.B.4  2.C.1  2.C.2  2.C.3  2.C.4  3.A.1  3.A.2  3.A.3
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Activities
Warm-Up (15 minutes)

§ Guide�students�in�a�role-play�activity�that�mirrors�the�Project�Q&A�experience�where�an�
interlocutor has a specific purpose for asking a series of questions. Assign each student an 
interlocutor role. Possible roles include a variety of personas such as reporter, influencer, college 
professor, friend, potential employer, college admissions officer, scholarship interviewer, high 
school alumni, college roommate, officer from the international office, school newspaper reporter, 
parent, or relative. Choose a variety of roles that require both formal and informal registers.

§ Then, within the context of their role, ask students to create a brief introduction of their role and 
why they are asking the questions.

§ Have students ask a partner three general questions about their project, including questions 
about�their�research,�preferences,�and�cultural�elements.�Students�can�add�additional�follow-up�
questions based on the content of their partners’ responses.

§ Debrief�from�the�warm-up�activity�by�discussing�register,�tone,�and�formality.

Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

§ Have students review the elements of a strong Q&A series of responses using the Project Q&A 
scoring guidelines. Point out essential components such as:

§ Responding appropriately to each question, addressing the prompts with relevant and 
complete information

§ Making a cultural comparison or reflecting on the relationship between cultural perspectives 
and cultural products and practices in at least one response

§ Using culturally relevant expressions and a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures
§ Speaking with clear pronunciation and maintaining a natural pace and intonation

§ Lead the class in a discussion to anticipate Project Q&A questions. Possible prompts include:

§ Who might you be speaking to in the Project Q&A on exam day?
§ What type of information will they want to know about the content of your presentation?
§ What type of information will they want to know about the process of developing your 

presentation?
§ What cultural products, practices, and/or perspectives might they ask you about?

Guided Instruction (20 minutes)

§ Ask students to write four original questions that they can ask other students using the 
Anticipatory�Project�Q&A�Organizer.

§ Place students into groups of four. Have them practice asking and answering the questions to 
each person in the group. By the end of the activity, each student should have asked a question 
to three different students and answered three different questions.

Check for Understanding

§ (Optional)�Have�students�submit�the�Anticipatory�Project�Q&A�Organizer�for�feedback.

TEACHING TIP  
If time permits, have 
students work with 
several different 
partners during this 
role-play�to�provide�
multiple opportunities 
for practice.

TEACHING TIP  
Review with students 
the types of language 
functions that Project 
Q&A questions might 
elicit. These include 
but are not limited to 
express preferences, 
express opinions, 
provide advice, 
provide information, 
explain opinions, 
explain emotions, and 
compare or reflect 
on cultural products, 
practices, and 
perspectives.

TEACHING TIP 
Emphasize�to�
students that they 
can and should take 
notes as they listen 
to the questions and 
begin to generate a 
thoughtful response.
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Day 14

Students expand their cultural understanding and practice interpersonal communication skills.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Engage in interpersonal speaking practice

§ Deepen cultural understanding related to their research and presentation

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 2.A  2.B  2.C  3.A

LOs: 2.A.1  2.A.2  2.A.3  2.A.4  2.B.1  2.B.2  2.B.3  2.B.4  2.B.5  2.C.1  2.C.2  2.C.3  2.C.4  3.A.1  3.A.2  3.A.3

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

§ Use�this�warm-up�activity�to�review�and�deepen�students’�understanding�of�cultural�
perspective(s)—the�underlying�values,�beliefs,�and�attitudes�that�inform�a�culture’s�products�
and practices. Ask students what perspective(s) of the target region or community their 
presentation addresses and how this is the same as or different from their own cultural 
background,�experiences,�or�observations.�Have�them�complete�a�3-minute�quickwrite�about�
these similarities and differences.

§ Ask students to discuss their quickwrites in pairs or small groups.

Guided Instruction (35 minutes)

§ To sharpen students’ ability to anticipate the types of questions that might follow a 
presentation, ask them to revisit the questions they wrote on day 13. Place students in groups 
of four (different groups from day 13) to compare their lists of four questions. Have them 
discuss what information each question is asking for and consider how questions are similar or 
different from each other. Students should practice asking and answering the questions they 
created.

§ Have student groups shift into a more informal interpersonal discussion. Give a few prompts 
they can use to spark discussion, such as:

§ What is one thing you have learned through your project?
§ What is something that changed for you during or after completing your research?
§ What was the biggest challenge or surprise you encountered?
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Day 15

Students participate in peer presentation, feedback, evaluation, and review.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Practice interpersonal speaking in small groups

§ Conduct a project debrief/reflection

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 2.A  2.B  2.C  3.A

LOs: 2.A.1  2.A.2  2.A.3  2.A.4  2.B.1  2.B.2  2.B.3  2.B.4  2.C.1  2.C.2  2.C.3  2.C.4  3.A.1  3.A.2  3.A.3

Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

§ Have students review their list of four questions from day 14 and consider how they would 
answer them.

Direct Instruction (20 minutes)

§ Create a listening activity to help students practice a Q&A by prerecording four questions, 
using the students’ questions. This activity should be in the format of the exam, where students 
hear each question twice and have 40 seconds to respond. Encourage students to write down 
key words, facts they want to include in their answers, etc., while listening to the questions. 
Consider having them record their answers to the questions, which they can later use for a 
Project�Q&A�self-evaluation�using�the�Practice�Q&A�Feedback�Form.

§ Ask students to reflect and share strategies related to this task and how their written notes 
helped them generate their responses. Discuss tips for intonation and pacing and/or how their 
notes could be revised to produce a more culturally relevant answer.

§ Lead the class through a debrief and discussion, asking them to consider and reflect on the 
trajectory of their project and learning process. Ask them to consider how their research and 
learning has impacted or changed their initial perspectives on the topic. Have students reread 
their Initial Written Reflection and consider:

§ What would you add to the reflection?
§ What initial thoughts about the topic did you confirm?
§ What changed about your perception of the topic?

TEACHING TIP  
Prior to class, 
curate the students’ 
questions from day 
14, and put them into 
a format similar to 
the�Project�Q&A�free-
response question, 
while correcting errors 
and�organizing�them�
according to register, 
communities, or any 
other logical way.
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Guided Instruction (15 minutes) 

§ Pose questions to students for further introspection. These could be addressed in a discussion 
or in writing. Some questions to consider include:

§ What was the most interesting aspect of your research?
§ How did your research and preparation for your presentation increase your understanding of 

the language and/or culture of the target region or community?
§ How did this experience compare to other research projects you have done?
§ What would you do differently if you had to do this type of project again and why?

Check for Understanding (5 minutes)

§ Leverage�the�student�answers�completed�during�the�warm-up�activity�to�reinforce�clarity�of�
expression, variety, and language functions. Isolate students’ misconceptions and common 
errors and note areas that could be addressed for the entire class.

Review Day – Approaching Exam Day

Consider the logistics, scheduling, student readiness, and other crucial factors as exam day 
approaches. Students would likely benefit from the opportunity to revisit and practice the Project 
Presentation and Project Q&A tasks in preparation for exam day.

Duration
 One�45-minute�class�period

Student Objectives
Students will:

§ Prepare�for�their�exam-day�validation

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: 2.A  2.B  2.C  2.D  3.A

LOs: 2.A.1  2.A.2  2.A.3  2.A.4  2.B.1  2.B.2  2.B.3  2.B.4  2.C.1  2.C.3  2.C.4  2.D.1  2.D.2  3.A.1  3.A.2  3.A.3

Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

§ Pair students to share strategies for how they will speak clearly and confidently on exam day.

Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

§ Review�with�the�class�topic-specific�and�presentational�and�interpersonal�vocabulary�for�
both the Project Presentation and Project Q&A tasks. Discuss the qualities of a successful 
presentation.

TEACHING TIP 
Remind students 
to pay attention to 
the cultural aspects 
of the question in 
their responses; 
demonstrating cultural 
understanding is a 
scored component 
of this task on the AP 
Exam.
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§ Distribute the Practice Presentation Feedback Form and the Practice Q&A Feedback Form. 
Show students how the feedback forms correspond to the scoring guidelines and explain how 
they should be used during the guided instruction activity.

Guided Instruction (30 minutes)

§ Place students in pairs or small groups. Have them review their research notes and 
Personalized�Project�Reference�before�practicing�their�Project�Presentation�with�their� 
partners or groups. Classmates can provide final peer feedback using the Practice 
Presentation Feedback Form.

§ After each presentation, have students ask the presenter Q&A questions. To mimic the 
exam day experience, students can repeat each question twice and allow 40 seconds for 
the presenter to respond. Classmates can provide peer feedback using the Practice Q&A 
Feedback Form.

Check for Understanding

§ Encourage students to continue practicing for the Project Presentation and Project Q&A prior 
to exam day.

§ Remind�students�that�they�have�until�April�30�to�enter�and/or�make�changes�to�the�Personalized�
Project Reference in AP Digital Portfolio.

TEACHING TIP  
For the Project Q&A 
component, have 
students use their 
questions from the 
Anticipatory Project 
Q&A�Organizer,�or�
prepare several 
questions ahead of 
time and place them 
on the board for 
students to ask.
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Class Materials Index

Resource Location Audience Description
Project 
Phase

Project Prompt AP Digital Portfolio Student-facing Released annually, a guiding 
description of the project’s 
purpose, focus, and required 
elements that shape what 
students’ research and Project 
Presentation should explore.

Phase 1

Source Materials 
Packet

AP Digital Portfolio Student-facing Released annually with the 
project prompt, a collection 
of 6–8 texts, visuals, and 
audio sources that provide 
background information and 
perspectives to help students 
understand the topic and 
generate ideas for research.

Phase 1

Initial Written 
Reflection Teacher 
Guidelines

AP Classroom Teacher-
facing

Guidance for teachers when 
assigning students the Initial 
Written Reflection.

Phase 1

Initial Written 
Reflection Feedback 
Form

AP Classroom Teacher- or 
student-facing 

Guidance for evaluators, 
whether self, peer, or teacher, 
in critically reviewing an 
Initial Written Reflection. 

Phase 1

Source Material 
Graphic Organizer

AP Classroom Student-facing A structure for documenting 
key information from each of 
the College Board provided 
source materials from the 
source materials packet. It 
can also be used later in the 
process as students conduct 
more targeted research in 
Phase 2.

Phase 1, 
Phase 2

Research Action Plan 
Template

AP Classroom Student-facing A structure for an actionable 
research plan to conduct, 
document, and synthesize the 
research portion of the project.

Phase 2, 
Phase 3

Personalized Project 
Reference Template

AP Classroom Student-facing A structure for students to 
document the main ideas 
and key details of their 
presentations.

Phase 3

Project Presentation 
Scoring Guidelines

Project Manual Teacher- and 
student-facing

The official rubric used by 
AP Readers to evaluate the 
exam day Project Presentation, 
outlining the specific criteria 
that determine a student’s 
score.

Phase 3

Practice Presentation 
Feedback Form

AP Classroom Teacher- or 
student-facing

Guidance for evaluators, 
whether self, peer, or teacher, 
in providing feedback about a 
practice Project Presentation.

Phase 3
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Resource Location Audience Description
Project 
Phase

Personalized Project 
Reference (PPR)

AP Digital Portfolio Student-facing A word- or character-limited 
outline students use on 
exam day, to be completed 
and submitted by April 30 
annually.

Phase 3, 
Phase 4

Project Q&A Scoring 
Guidelines

Project Manual Teacher- and 
student-facing

The official rubric used by AP 
Readers to evaluate the exam 
day Project Q&A, outlining the 
specific criteria that determine 
a student’s score.

Phase 4

Anticipatory Project 
Q&A Organizer

AP Classroom Student-facing A structure to help students 
prepare for the Project Q&A 
by anticipating possible 
questions and responses.

Phase 4

Practice Q&A 
Feedback Form

AP Classroom Teacher- or 
student-facing

Guidance for evaluators, 
whether self, peer, or teacher, 
in providing feedback about a 
practice Project Q&A.

Phase 4
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