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SAMPLE SYLLABUS #2

AP German Language
and Culture

Curricular Requirements

[ CR1| The teacher uses German almost exclusively in class and encourages See page:
students to do likewise. 2

CR2 The course provides opportunities for students to engage in interdisciplinary See pages:
course content and develop skills through the six required units: Families 2,4,6,8,
and Communities, Language and Culture, Art and Creativity, Science and 10, 12

Technology, Contemporary Life, and Global Contexts.

CR3 Instructional materials include a variety of authentic audio, visual, See pages:
and audiovisual sources and authentic written texts. 3,4,5,6,7,
8,9,10, 11,
12
| CR4 | The course provides opportunities for students to practice and develop the See pages:
skills in Skill Category 1: Comprehend written texts, audio, and visualizations 4,10, 12

of data, as outlined in the AP Course and Exam Description (CED).
(Interpretive Mode)

CR5 The course provides opportunities for students to practice and develop the See pages:
skills in Skill Category 2: Speak and write in interpersonal and presentational 3,6,9,11
contexts, as outlined in the Course and Exam Description (CED).

(Interpersonal and Presentational Modes)

CR6 The course provides opportunities for students to practice and develop the See page:
skills in Skill Category 3: Demonstrate cultural understanding, as outlined in 6
the Course and Exam Description (CED). (Interpersonal and Presentational
Modes)
CR7 The course prepares students to use German in real-life situations. See pages:
2,11
CR8 The course provides students with opportunities to develop keyboarding See pages:
skills to type in German. 3,5,6,9,
10
CR9 The course dedicates time and support to help students build analytical, See pages:
research, presentation, and interpersonal skills necessary to complete the 2,5,7

course project.



AP German Language and Culture
Sample Syllabus #2

About the Course

Welcome to AP® German Language and Culture, a course that will prepare you to take the
AP Exam in May. This course will be taught entirely in German and you will be expected to
speak German the entire time. The course organizes interdisciplinary instruction into
units that include the six required course themes: Families and Communities, Language
and Culture, Art and Creativity, Science and Technology, Contemporary Life, and Global
Contexts. We will spend about six weeks per unit. Instructional materials include a variety
of authentic audio, visual, audiovisual, and written sources. Students will enroll in AP
Classroom, where they will take part in regularly assigned progress checks and other
review exercises.

Students must demonstrate that they can use German in real-life settings. Six times a year,
students will watch a German-language TV show or film, listen to a German-language
musical album or read a book in German. Students will submit a short written or video
review to the class LMS or course blog.

Students may choose to share encounters with German speakers outside the classroom
(e.g., community events or school-approved online exchanges). Equivalent in-class
alternatives (e.g., simulated role-plays, recorded interviews, teacher-curated discussion
clips) will be provided so that no student’s grade depends on access to out-of-school
opportunities.

In the spring semester, we will dedicate fifteen 45-minute blocks of time to the required
course project, including research and initial reflection questions, the Personalized Project
Reference sheet, Practice Presentations, and Practice Q&A.

Unit 1: Family and Society
Theme: Familie und Gemeinschaft/Family and Communities
Essential Question:

= Was sind einige wichtige Aspekte und Werte des Familienlebens in deutschsprachigen
Regionen? (What are some important aspects of family values and family life in
German-speaking societies?)

Summative Assessment:
Formal Email Reply

At a Glance:

Students explore family life in Germany and examine current information about household
and caregiving patterns. They compare German and American families to identify shared
experiences and infer cultural values based on authentic texts and visuals. Students
present one aspect of their findings in a short presentation.

This unit prepares students for written interpersonal exchanges. Students read emails,
learn requirements for writing an email, and write replies to authentic and teacher-
generated prompts.

AP-Course Audit Teacher Resources © 2026 College Board

CR1

The syllabus must
explicitly state that the
course is conducted almost
exclusively in German.

CR7

The syllabus demonstrates
that students use German
in the classroom or beyond
in real-life situations.
Simply stating a list of
real-life situations is not
sufficient.

CR9

The syllabus must include
an explicit statement
confirming that at least
fifteen 45-minute class
periods, or their equivalent,
are dedicated to the course
project (as outlined in the
Course Project Manual).

In particular, time must be
specifically dedicated to
research, guiding students
through creating a written
reflection, completing

a Personalized Project
Reference, and practice

of the Project Presentation
and Project Q&A.

CR2

The syllabus must
explicitly list the six
required course units

and describe one or more
sample activities and
authentic sources per unit.
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See sample activities and resources below.

Mode of

Communication and

Classroom Task

Interpretive Reading

Print

Interpretive Reading

Resources

Familienfest (ArtikelEI
contemporary life.
Reise Natur (Webseite),

contemporary life.

Fleischerei Hochleitner (Brief).

Sample Activities

Students predict the topic
based on visuals.

Students preview vocabulary in
context using an authentic source.

Students learn elements of a formal

Print “Buying a House” (Brief). letter using the letters in the unit.
Students mark how the formal register
is used, including greetings/closings,
verb forms, and possessive adjectives.

Interpretive German-language feature Students identify structures in the

Listening: segment on definitions podcast (greetings/closings, idiomatic

Audio of “family” (family and expressions, thematic vocabulary,

Interpretive communities). transitional expressions, etc.) for

Reading: So lebt die deutsche later use in the conversation task.

Print/Visual Durchschnittsfamilie (Infografik

and some textund Artikel).

Interpersonal Babysitter Bewerbung Students do a give-one-get-one

Writing: (Brief), Jobruf.de. to review the elements discussed

Email Reply CR3 earlier in the unit and apply
them to an organized email.

Students review use of

the formal register.

Students practice the exchange
of information by typing a
response in German using
diacritics (&, 6, 4, B).

Interpersonal Vorlesen in Familien Students review greetings, closings,

Speaking: (Infografik), Statista. and transitional expressions.

Conversation In groups, students practice
circumlocution while discussing
the infographic.

In pairs, students discuss how high
school students could volunteer

to read to children (where, when,
how much time).

Presentational Houshalts- und Familienformen Students interpret key terms

Speaking in Deutschland (Infografik related to family life.

and Artikel) (contemporary

life).

Students explain 2-3 observed
trends and support them with
data from the source (percentages,
changes over time).

Students deliver a brief presentation
on a current trend in family/household
organization in the target culture

with intro-body-conclusion.

AP-Course Audit Teacher Resources

© 2026 College Board

CR3

The syllabus includes

at least one example of
authentic materials from
each of the following types
of sources:

1. Audio

2. Visual

3. Audiovisual

4. Written/Print Literary

5. Written/Print
Non-Literary

CR5

The syllabus must

describe at least one spoken
and one written activity

or a series of

activities to address
learning objectives within
Skill Category 2.
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Unit 2: Language, Culture, and How We
Present Ourselves

Theme: Sprache und Kultur/Language and Culture
Essential Question:

= Wie beinflussen sich Sprache und Kultur gegenseitig? (How do language and culture
influence each other?)

Summative Assessment:
Argumentative Essay

At a Glance:

Students examine how German language use relates to cultural norms, practices,

and perspectives, including cause-and-effect relationships tied to language in public
settings. The unit connects language and art via public transportation and contemporary
media. Students consider short poems displayed on buses, explore how different ways

of speaking appear in everyday situations through an informational article and podcast,
and analyze communication features in an authentic video. They also work with current
youth-news content about the role and value of public art. Together, these sources support
discussions of how language functions in public spaces and how art and transit relate to
daily experiences in German-speaking communities and in their own.

See sample activities and resources below.

Mode of

Communication and  Resources Sample Activities

Classroom Task

Interpretive Wer bin ich (Gedicht) - What does Bonhoeffers’s poem suggest

Communication: Dietrich Bonhoeffer. about the speaker? How would you

Print and Audio- Poesie im Bus (Artikel) describe the speaker’s voice?

Visual Sources contemporary life. itufcienti1 re?d ‘l‘;/Ver Iiin'itCh’ ”then

i raft a short self-portrait poem.

Literary Passage BVG-Werbeclip “Weil wir P . P ,

Video dich lieben” (Kurzvideo) Students hypothesize the poem’s
intended audience and purpose.
Students read Poesie im Bus and, with
a partner, identify the purpose, target
audience, and point of view.
Class discussion:
Why might Heidelberg display poems
in buses and trains? What would one
expect to find in U.S. public transport?
Students watch a short BVG “Weil
wir dich lieben” clip and identify how
language, register, and discourse
markers are used in public settings.

Interpretive Dialekte in Deutschland Students read the article and complete

Communication: (Artikel). a color-symbol-image routine to

Audio/Interpretive Heimatmysterium capture the main idea and key

Communication (Podcast) [:E] supporting details. After listening

Print/Visual to the Heimatmysterium podcast,

students identify examples showing
how language use reflects everyday
experiences and cultural practices.
In pairs, they compare insights from
both sources and summarize how
ways of speaking shape interactions
in German-speaking communities.

AP-Course Audit Teacher Resources © 2026 College Board

CR4

The syllabus must
describe at least two
activities designed to
address at least one
learning objective within
Skill Category 1 using an
authentic source.
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Mode of

Communication and Resources Sample Activities

Classroom Task

Presentational Vertriebene Kiinstler (Artikel). Using two sources, students

Writing: Kunst und Basel (Infografik). write ag‘argtlmentative eisay

i responding to one prompt:

Argumentative Essay Warum Kunst manchmal D g p p
meeega teuer ist Sollten Stadte Geld fiir Museen und
(Jugendnachrichtensegment) Kunst ausgeben? (Should cities spend
money on museums and artwork?)

OR

Brauchten Stddte Kunst und Museen,

um Touristen anzuziehen?

The essay is typed in German using

diacritics (&, 6, 1, B) and must cite

evidence from the selected sources and

acknowledge counterpoints. CR8

The syllabus must include

Presentational Prompt: Welche Rolle spielt Students deliver a short presentation .
. . . . . . at least one type of activity
Speaking der offentliche Verkehr explaining how surroundings influence .
im Leben der Teenager in their daily communication and practiced regularly that
Ihrem sozialen Umfeld? choices, using a graphic organizer integrates keyboarding
and a list of transitional phrases skills, especially the use
and comparison language. of diacritics or special
Students prepare and present characters, as part of
within timed windows. developing communicative

competence in German.

AP-Course Audit Teacher Resources © 2026 College Board
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Unit 3: Beauty and Art
Theme: Kunst und Kreativitdt/Art and Creativity
Essential Question:

= Wie kénnen Kunst und Kreativitdt den Alltag beeinflussen? (How can art and creativity
influence daily life?)
Summative Assessment:
Cultural Presentation and Multiple Choice

At a Glance:

Students explore how aesthetic preferences, style trends, and product messaging express
cultural values in German-speaking communities. They compare examples of past and
present aesthetic trends across sources and consider how societies signal what they value
through design, advertising, and public representation. The unit builds toward a formal
presentation. Students also continue practice with email replies.

See sample activities and resources below.

Mode of

Communication and
Classroom Task

Resources

Sample Activities

Interpretive FOCUS Gesundbheit: Students write multiple choice
Communication: Schoenheit (Webseite). questions for each source (e.g., Was
Print Sources Weleda Naturkosmetik ist der Zweck dieser Kampagne?).
Promotional Material (Webseite). Thinking routine:
“l used to think..., and now I think...,”
focusing on how purpose, audience,
and messaging affect perceptions
Interpretive Floristin (Brief). Students write an appropriate
Communication: Kosmetikerin (Brief). greeting and closing for each letter.
Print Students ask one follow-up
Sources question related to the information
in each letter.
Interpretive Interview video zu gdngigen Students create a “Headline”
Communication: Schénheitsidealen for each resource to capture
Audio/Interpretive (Interview and Video). main idea and stance.
Communication Kleider machen Leute (Cartoon).  Guiding questions: What changes in
Print/Visual Schénheitsideale frither und beauty ideals surprise you? Are there
Conversation/Chart spdter (Bildreihe), ZDF. trgnds? HOW do you think beauty trends
will change in the future? How do
culture, news, events and famous people
change our beauty culture?
Interpersonal Beispielvorlage (email Students exchange short emails with
Writing: Austausch im Alltag) a partner/class to request and provide
Email Reply information on a shared topic (planning

AP-Course Audit Teacher Resources

a school event, organizing a club
activity, responding to an invitation).

Focus on appropriate formal/informal
register and clear replies to prompts.

Each message is typed in German
using diacritics (&, 6, 4, B). m

© 2026 College Board

CR6

The syllabus must describe
one or more activities

to demonstrate how each
learning objective in Skill
Category 3 is addressed.
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Mode of

Communication and

Classroom Task

Interpersonal
Speaking:
Conversation

Presentational
Speaking
Project Presentation

Resources

Let’s Talk (Talkshow).

Students complete a short
research project and use
resources from class to
answer the question:

Wie spiegeln Design, Stil und
Konsumtrends in Deutschland
die Werte und Prioritdten

der Gesellschaft wider?

(How do design, style, and
consumer trends in Germany
reflect the values and
priorities of the society?)
Students can explore

one of the options:

= Traditional clothing like
Dirndl and Lederhosen
vs. modern streetwear

= German cosmetic brands’

emphasis on natural
ingredients

= How advertising in
Germany presents
lifestyle themes, values,

or consumer expectations

differently than in the

us.

Sample Activities

Identify the main points
discussed in the clip.

Pair/group debate: Hat man es leichter
im Leben, wenn man schéner ist?

Students compile a list of youth
issues related to Schénheit and offer
appropriate advice, using polite
register and hedging where needed.

Students consult AP project/
presentation scoring guidelines,

plan with a graphic organizer, and
deliver a timed presentation; peers
pose brief follow-up questions. After
presenting, students review their
own recordings and apply the scoring
guidelines to self-assess and discuss
strengths and areas for improvement.

AP-Course Audit Teacher Resources

© 2026 College Board
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Unit 4: Science and Technology
Theme: Wissenschaft und Technologie/Science and Technology
Essential Question:

= Welche Folgen haben wissenschaftliche und technologische Entwicklungen fiir
die Gesellschaft? (What is the societal impact of scientific or technological
advancements?)

Summative Assessment:
Argumentative Essay and Multiple Choice

At a Glance:

Students explore technological advances and how they relate to societies. They examine
recent and emerging inventions and discuss possible consequences, positive and negative,
for daily life. Students view short videos on how products are made and identify German
contributions.

This unit builds toward an argumentative essay following a Socratic seminar. Students
will work on integrating evidence, using peer and sample reviews to locate and strengthen
integration in their own writing. Students also practice presentational speaking within the
cultural comparison format.

See sample activities and resources below.

Mode of

Communication and  Resources Sample Activities

Classroom Task

Interpretive Was macht die Students answer teacher-generated
Communication: Technikfolgenabschdtzung? multiple-choice questions

Audio, Visual, and
Audiovisual Sources

Interview

Interpretive
Communication:

Print
Sources
Article/ Chart

Interpretive
Communication:

Audio, Visual, and
Audiovisual Sources

Interpretive
Communication:

Audio, Visual, and
Audiovisual Sources

Presentation

(Interview Video).

Zukunft mit Robotern
(Video, ZDF).

Wichtigste Technologien
der nahen Zukunft
(Infografik, Statista).
Technologien 2030
(Infografik, Euroforum).
Headhunter Bots (Article,
Lebensmittelverarbeitung
Online).

Make Slime (Kurzvideo).

Make a Kaleidoscope
(Kurzvideo).

Mensch-Maschine:
Kiinstliche Intelligenz
(Video, Magazinbeitrag)

AP-Course Audit Teacher Resources

Students find short current articles
and reports on science and technology
in the German-speaking world

and give brief in-class reports.

Students conduct a classroom poll
with a partner class in Germany on
which near-future technology seems
most important, then compare poll
results to the Statista infographic

Students read the article and complete
a word-phrase-sentence routine to
capture trends and key takeaways.

Students select one how-to video from a
curated Padlet, then explain the process
to the class, highlighting key steps,
required materials, and safety notes.

Students read the short article

and guiding questions, then

watch the related segment.

Class uses selected prompts for a
Socratic seminar (evidence-based,
neutral comparison of perspectives).
Pairs prepare a concise elevator
pitch summarizing one position
with two supporting reasons.
Optional format: “Schutzengel”-style
seminar with partner support via notes.

© 2026 College Board
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Mode of
Communication and
Classroom Task

Presentational
Writing:
Argumentative Essay

Presentational
Speaking

Resources

Prompt: Hat Digitalisierung
eine eher negative oder
positive Auswirkung auf
die Gesellschaft?

Artikel/Infografik/Video-

Paket zur Digitalisierung
(Artikel; Infografik — z. B.
Arbeitsmarkt; Video “Arbeit
der Zukunft” - erste 6 Minuten)

Prompt: Welche Rolle spielt
Digitalisierung in dem Leben
der Menschen in IThrem
sozialen Umfeld und in
deutschsprachigen Léindern?

Sample Activities

Students write an argumentative essay
that states and defends a position,
integrates and cites evidence from the
three authentic sources, and addresses

at least one counterargument.

The essay is typed in German using
diacritics (&, 6, 4, B) and undergoes
peer review focused on source use,
integration, and elaboration (followed
by targeted revision)

Students review requirements for
the cultural comparison, plan with
a graphic organizer, and deliver the
comparison using unit resources
plus personal observations.

AP-Course Audit Teacher Resources

© 2026 College Board
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Unit 5: Contemporary Life
Theme: Alltag/Contemporary Life
Essential Question:

= Welchen Einfluss haben kulturelle Werte und Traditionen auf das alltdgliche Leben?
(What impact do cultural values and traditions have on contemporary life?)
Summative Assessment:
Conversation and Multiple Choice

At a Glance:

Students examine factors that influence quality of life—from social norms and rules to
innovations that shape modern lifestyles. They consider how these factors can benefit
or challenge individuals and communities. Students discuss these topics informally and
practice giving tips and advice to prepare for interpersonal conversation tasks.

This unit strengthens students’ interpersonal speaking and interpretive comprehension
skills in preparation for the AP German Language and Culture Exam’s conversations and
multiple-choice components.

See sample activities and resources below.

Mode of

Communication and  Resources Sample Activities

Classroom Task

Interpretive How would you save Teacher-led card-based scenario
Communication: someone’s life? (Video). activity: in groups, students

Audio, Visual, and First aid quiz. draw a scenario card and briefly
Audiovisual Sources explain what they would do, then
Instructions vote on the clearest response.
Interpretive Mehr Lebensqualitdt durch Students identify the points of view
Communication: Hoérgerdte (Interview). presented and who is speaking.

Audio, Visual, and
Audiovisual Sources

Class discussion: day-to-day
experiences reported in the interview.

Interview

Interpretive Die WIM Hof Methode, Students compare and contrast
Communication: Yoga und Meditation the podcast and chart; answer
Audio/Interpretive (Podcastsegment). a few teacher-written multiple-
Communication Infografik: Wann die chgice questions that require
Print/Visual Deutschen mehr Sport using both sources.

Audio/Chart machen wiirden

Interpretive Roman Auszug— = Students read the excerpt and
Communication: Rennschwein Rudi Riissel. identify tone, intended audience,

Print Sources
Literary Text

Interpersonal
Writing:
Email Reply

Zwischen Tagung und
Metropole (Anzeige).

AP-Course Audit Teacher Resources

and perspective.
= Brief compare/contrast discussion:
dog vs. pig as pets, citing the text.
= Answer short MCQs on main
idea, inference, and vocabulary in

context.

Students use the source material to
write a formal email asking for more
information and offering specific help.
The email is typed in German using
diacritics (&, 6, 4, B) and follows
standard conventions (greeting,
closing, transitions).

© 2026 College Board
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Mode of
Communication and
Classroom Task

Interpersonal
Speaking:
Conversation

Presentational
Speaking:
Cultural Comparison

Resources

Kurzvideos: “Was bedeutet
Lebensqualitat”?

Prompt: Students compare
and contrast the role of culture
in shaping everyday factors

related to quality of life. )

Sample Activities

Warm-up: Students answer

Was bedeutet Lebensqualitdit?
Consider key components of quality
of life; if components are missing,
what supportive recommendations
can classmates propose?

Students prepare and deliver an oral
comparison utilizing unit resources and

relevant personal observations.

AP-Course Audit Teacher Resources

© 2026 College Board
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Unit 6: Global Contexts
Theme: Globale Zusammenhénge/Global Contexts
Essential Question:

= Welchen Einfluss haben kulturelle Werte und Traditionen auf das alltdgliche Leben?
(What impact do cultural values and traditions have on contemporary life?)

Summative Assessment:
Argumentative Essay and Cultural Comparison

At a Glance:

Students examine how cities in German-speaking regions use public information and
planning, for example transit networks, opening hours, signage, and service notices, to
support daily life. They compare approaches with their own communities and consider
how clear communication and infrastructure shape routines and participation. The
unit emphasizes multiple perspectives through neutral, practical sources, and prepares
students to integrate evidence in the argumentative essay and cultural comparison.

See sample activities and resources below.

Mode of

Communication and Resources Sample Activities

Classroom Task

Interpretive Short news segment Students take notes while viewing/
Communication: on a new S-Bahn/tram listening (main idea, key details), then

Audio, Visual, and
Audiovisual Sources

Audio Report
and Article

Interpretive
Communication:

Print
Sources
Article and Chart

Interpretive
Communication:
Audio, Visual, and
Audiovisual Sources

connection (Video).

Municipal article on
digital passenger
information (Article).

Article on a city planning
project (e.g., expanded tram
line or wayfinding update).
Infographic on average
commuting times by mode.
Infographic on museum/
library visitor numbers.

Public information video
explaining a museum or airport
wayfinding system (Video)

AP-Course Audit Teacher Resources

complete a connect-extend-challenge
routine relating how the information
systems support daily mobility.

Students use the 3-2-1 bridge tool
before and after engaging with the
texts and data to describe meaning
and pose questions focused on
planning, accessibility, and service
information. They identify explicit
details, interpret implications, and
synthesize across article and charts

to infer broader patterns.

Students take structured notes while
watching. They orally present what
they learned to a partner using the
“I'used to think . .. and now I think
...” frame, focusing on clarity, user

guidance, and visitor practices.

© 2026 College Board
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