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What AP® Stands For

Thousands of Advanced Placement teachers have contributed to the principles
articulated here. These principles are not new; they are, rather, a reminder of how AP
already works in classrooms nationwide. The following principles are designed to ensure
that teachers’ expertise is respected, required course content is understood, and
students are academically challenged and free to make up their own minds.

1. AP stands for clarity and transparency. Teachers and students deserve clear
expectations. The Advanced Placement Program makes public its course
frameworks and sample assessments. Confusion about what is permitted in the
classroom disrupts teachers and students as they navigate demanding work.

2. APis an unflinching encounter with evidence. AP courses enable students to develop
as independent thinkers and to draw their own conclusions. Evidence and the
scientific method are the starting place for conversations in AP courses.

3. AP opposes censorship. AP is animated by a deep respect for the intellectual
freedom of teachers and students alike. If a school bans required topics from their
AP courses, the AP Program removes the AP designation from that course and
its inclusion in the AP Course Ledger provided to colleges and universities. For
example, the concepts of evolution are at the heart of college biology, and a course
that neglects such concepts does not pass muster as AP Biology.

4. AP opposes indoctrination. AP students are expected to analyze different
perspectives from their own, and no points on an AP Exam are awarded for
agreement with any specific viewpoint. AP students are not required to feel
certain ways about themselves or the course content. AP courses instead develop
students’ abilities to assess the credibility of sources, draw conclusions, and make
up their own minds.

As the AP English Literature course description states: “AP students are not
expected or asked to subscribe to any one specific set of cultural or political values,
but are expected to have the maturity to analyze perspectives different from their
own and to question the meaning, purpose, or effect of such content within the
literary work as a whole.”

5. AP courses foster an open-minded approach to the histories and cultures of
different peoples. The study of different nationalities, cultures, religions, races, and
ethnicities is essential within a variety of academic disciplines. AP courses ground
such studies in primary sources so that students can evaluate experiences and
evidence for themselves.

6. Every AP student who engages with evidence is listened to and respected.
Students are encouraged to evaluate arguments but not one another. AP
classrooms respect diversity in backgrounds, experiences, and viewpoints. The
perspectives and contributions of the full range of AP students are sought and
considered. Respectful debate of ideas is cultivated and protected; personal
attacks have no place in AP.

7. AP is a choice for parents and students. Parents and students freely choose to
enroll in AP courses. Course descriptions are available online for parents and
students to inform their choice. Parents do not define which college-level topics
are suitable within AP courses; AP course and exam materials are crafted by
committees of professors and other expert educators in each field. AP courses and
exams are then further validated by the American Council on Education and studies
that confirm the use of AP scores for college credits by thousands of colleges and
universities nationwide.

The AP Program encourages educators to review these principles with parents and
students so they know what to expectin an AP course. Advanced Placement is always
a choice, and it should be an informed one. AP teachers should be given the confidence
and clarity that once parents have enrolled their child in an AP course, they have agreed
to a classroom experience that embodies these principles.

© 2026 The Advanced Placement Program, AP, AP Central, and the acorn logo are registered trademarks
of the College Board. All other products and services may be trademarks of their respective owners. Visit
College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.
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About AP

The Advanced Placement® Program (AP®) enables
willing and academically prepared students to pursue
college-level studies—with the opportunity to earn
college credit, advanced placement, or both—while
still in high school. Through AP courses in more than
40 subjects, each culminating in a challenging exam,
students learn to think critically, construct solid
arguments, and see many sides of an issue—skills
that prepare them for college and beyond. Taking AP
courses demonstrates to college admission officers
that students have sought the most challenging
curriculum available to them, and research indicates
that students who score a 3 or higher on an AP Exam
typically experience greater academic success in
college and are more likely to earn a college degree
than non-AP students. Each AP teacher's syllabus

is evaluated and approved by faculty from some of
the nation's leading colleges and universities, and AP
Exams are developed and scored by college faculty and
experienced AP teachers. Most four-year colleges and
universities in the United States grant credit, advanced
placement, or both on the basis of successful AP
Exam scores—more than 3,300 institutions worldwide
annually receive AP scores.

AP Course Development

In an ongoing effort to maintain alignment with best
practices in college-level learning, AP courses and
exams emphasize challenging, research-based
curricula aligned with higher education expectations.

Individual teachers are responsible for designing their
own curriculum for AP courses, selecting appropriate
college-level readings, assignments, and resources. This
course and exam description presents the content and
skills that are the focus of the corresponding college
course and that appear on the AP Exam. It also organizes
the content and skills into a series of units that represent
a sequence found in widely adopted college textbooks
and that many AP teachers have told us they follow in
order to focus their instruction. The intention of this
publication is to respect teachers' time and expertise

by providing a roadmap that they can modify and adapt
to their local priorities and preferences. Moreover, by
organizing the AP course content and skills into units, the
AP Program is able to provide teachers and students with
free formative assessments—Progress Checks—that

teachers can assign throughout the year to measure
student progress as they acquire content knowledge and
develop skills.

Enrolling Students: Access,

Opportunity, and Readiness

The AP Program welcomes all students willing to
challenge themselves with college-level coursework
and career preparation. We strongly encourage
educators to invite students into AP classes,

including students from ethnic, racial, socioeconomic,
geographic, or other groups not broadly participating in
a school's AP program. We believe that readiness for AP
is attainable, and that educators can expand readiness
by opening access to Pre-AP course work. We commit
to support educators and communities in their efforts
to make AP courses widely available, advancing
students in their plans for college and careers.

Offering AP Courses:
The AP Course Audit

The AP Program unequivocally supports the principle
that each school implements its own curriculum that will
enable students to develop the content understandings
and skills described in the course framework.

While the unit sequence represented in this publication
is optional, the AP Program does have a short list of
curricular and resource requirements that must be
fulfilled before a school can label a course "Advanced
Placement” or “AP." Schools wishing to offer AP
courses must participate in the AP Course Audit, a
process through which AP teachers' course materials
are reviewed by college faculty. The AP Course Audit
was created to provide teachers and administrators
with clear guidelines on curricular and resource
requirements for AP courses and to help colleges and
universities validate courses marked “AP" on students’
transcripts. This process ensures that AP teachers'
courses meet or exceed the curricular and resource
expectations that college and secondary school faculty
have established for college-level courses.

The AP Course Audit form is submitted by the AP teacher
and the school principal (or designated administrator) to
confirm awareness and understanding of the curricular
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and resource requirements. A syllabus or course outline,
detailing how course requirements are met, is submitted
by the AP teacher for review by college faculty.

Please visit the AP Course Audit website for more
information to support the preparation and submission
of materials for the AP Course Audit.

How the AP Program
Is Developed

The scope of content for an AP course and exam is
derived from an analysis of hundreds of syllabi and
course offerings of colleges and universities. Using
this research and data, a committee of college faculty
and expert AP teachers work within the scope of

the corresponding college course to articulate what
students should know and be able to do upon the
completion of the AP course. The resulting course
framework is the heart of this course and exam
description and serves as a blueprint of the content and
skills that can appear on an AP Exam.

The AP Test Development Committees are responsible
for developing each AP Exam, ensuring the exam
questions are aligned to the course framework. The AP
Exam development process is a multiyear endeavor; all
AP Exams undergo extensive review, revision, piloting,
and analysis to ensure that questions are accurate, fair,
and valid, and that there is an appropriate spread of
difficulty across the questions.

Committee members are selected to represent a variety
of perspectives and institutions (public and private,
small and large schools and colleges), and a range of
gender, racial/ethnic, and regional groups. A list of each
subject's current AP Test Development Committee
members is available on AP Central®.

Throughout AP course and exam development, College
Board gathers feedback from various stakeholders

in both secondary schools and higher education
institutions. This feedback is carefully considered to
ensure that AP courses and exams are able to provide
students with a college-level learning experience and
the opportunity to demonstrate their qualifications for
advanced placement or college credit.

portion is scored online. All AP Readers are thoroughly
trained, and their work is monitored throughout the
Reading for fairness and consistency. In each subject,
a highly respected college faculty member serves

as Chief Faculty Consultant and, with the help of

AP Readers in leadership positions, maintains the
accuracy of the scoring standards. Scores on the free-
response questions and performance assessments
are weighted and combined with the results of the
computer-scored multiple-choice questions, and this
raw score is converted into a composite AP score on a
1-5 scale.

AP Exams are not norm-referenced or graded on a
curve. Instead, they are criterion-referenced, which
means that every student who meets the criteria
for an AP score of 2, 3, 4, or 5 will receive that score,
no matter how many students that is. The criteria
for the number of points students must earn on the
AP Exam to receive scores of 3, 4, or 5—the scores
that research consistently validates for credit and
placement purposes—include:

= The number of points successful college students
earn when their professors administer AP Exam
questions to them.

= Performance that researchers have found to be
predictive of an AP student succeeding when
placed into a subsequent higher-level college
course.

= The number of points college faculty indicate, after
reviewing each AP question, that they expectis
necessary to achieve each AP grade level.

Using and Interpreting
AP Scores

The extensive work done by college faculty and

AP teachers in the development of the course and
exam and throughout the scoring process ensures

that AP Exam scores accurately represent students’
achievement in the equivalent college course. Frequent
and regular research studies establish the validity of AP
scores as follows:

Credit College Grade
AP Score Recommendation Equivalent

How AP Exams Are Scored —

5 Extremely well qualified A
The exam scoring process, like the course and exam
development process, relies on the expertise of 4 Well qualified A-, B+ B
both AP teachers and college faculty. While multiple-
choice questions are scored by machine, the free- 3 Qualified B-,C+C
response questions and through-course performance
assessments, as applicable, are scored by thousands 2 Possibly qualified n/a
of college faculty and expert AP teachers. Most i
are scored at the annual AP Reading, while a small 1 No recommendation na
AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description | 2
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While colleges and universities are responsible for
setting their own credit and placement policies, most
private colleges and universities award credit and/

or advanced placement for AP scores of 3 or higher.
Additionally, most states in the U.S. have adopted
statewide credit policies that ensure college credit for
scores of 3 or higher at public colleges and universities.
To confirm a specific college's AP credit/placement
policy, use the search engine available on the AP Credit
Policy Search page.

BECOMING AN AP READER

Each June, thousands of AP teachers and college
faculty members from around the world gather for
seven days in multiple locations to evaluate and score
the free-response sections of the AP Exams. Ninety-
eight percent of surveyed educators who took partin
the AP Reading say it was a positive experience.

There are many reasons to consider becoming an AP
Reader, including opportunities to:

= Bring positive changes to the classroom:
Surveys show that the vast majority of returning
AP Readers—both high school and college

educators—make improvements to the way they
teach or score because of their experience at the
AP Reading.

= Gain in-depth understanding of AP Exam and AP
scoring standards: AP Readers gain exposure to
the quality and depth of the responses from the
entire pool of AP Exam takers, and thus are better
able to assess their students’ work in the classroom.

= Receive compensation: AP Readers are
compensated for their work during the Reading.
Expenses, lodging, and meals are covered for
Readers who travel.

= Score from home: AP Readers have online
distributed scoring opportunities for certain
subjects. Check the AP Reader site for details.

= Earn Continuing Education Units (CEUs): AP
Readers earn professional development hours and
CEUs that can be applied to PD requirements by
states, districts, and schools.

How to Apply
Visit the Become an AP Reader site for eligibility
requirements and to start the application process.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description | 3
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AP Resources
and Supports

By completing a simple class selection process at the start of the school year, teachers and
students receive access to a robust set of classroom resources.

AP Classroom

AP Classroom is a dedicated online platform designed to support teachers and students
throughout their AP experience. The platform provides a variety of powerful resources and
tools to provide yearlong support to teachers and students, offering opportunities to give and
get meaningful feedback on student progress.

UNIT GUIDES

A Appearing in this publication and on AP Classroom, these planning guides outline all required
course content and skills, organized into commonly taught units. Each unit guide suggests a
sequence and pacing of content, scaffolds skill instruction across units, organizes content
into topics, and provides tips on taking the AP Exam.

PROGRESS CHECKS

Formative AP questions for every unit provide feedback to students on the areas where they
v need to focus. Available online, Progress Checks measure knowledge and skills through

multiple-choice questions with rationales to explain correct and incorrect answers, and free-

response questions with scoring information.

REPORTS

Reports provides teachers with a one-stop shop for student results on all assignment types,
including Progress Checks. Teachers can view class trends and see where students struggle
with content and skills that will be assessed on the AP Exam. Students can view their own
progress over time to improve their performance before the AP Exam.

|

QUESTION BANK

? The Question Bank is a searchable library of all AP questions that teachers use to build
custom practice for their students. Teachers can create and assign assessments with
formative topic questions or questions from practice or released AP Exams.

Class Section Setup and Enroliment

= Teachers and students sign in to or create their College Board accounts.

= Teachers confirm that they have added the course they teach to their AP Course Audit
account and have had it approved by their school's administrator.

= Teachers or AP coordinators, depending on who the school has decided is responsible,
set up class sections so students can access AP resources and have exams ordered on
their behalf.

= Students join class sections with a join code provided by their teacher or AP coordinator.
= Students will be asked for additional information upon joining their first class section.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description | 4
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Instructional
Model

Integrating AP resources throughout the course can help students develop skills and
conceptual understandings. The instructional model outlined below shows possible ways to
incorporate AP resources into the classroom.

Plan

Teachers may consider the following approaches as they plan their instruction before
teaching each unit.

= Review the overview at the start of each unit guide to identify essential questions,
conceptual understandings, and skills for each unit.

= Use the recommended instructional contexts in each unit to identify related topics that
build toward a common understanding, and then plan appropriate pacing for students.

= |dentify useful strategies in the Teacher Talk sections to help teach the concepts and
skills.

= Review the Project Manual at the end of this publication and on AP Classroom to
understand the required project components and help facilitate students' preparation
for and completion of the course project.

Teach

(o] When teaching, supporting resources could be used to build students’ conceptual
understanding and their mastery of skills.
= Use the overview pages in the unit guides to identify the important instructional contexts
and content.
= Integrate the content with a skill, considering any appropriate scaffolding.
Assess
g Teachers can measure student understanding of the content and skills covered in the unit and
provide actionable feedback to students.
= While teaching each unit, use AP Classroom to assign students Topic Questions as a way
to continuously check student understanding and provide just-in-time feedback.
= At the end of each unit, use AP Classroom to assign students Progress Checks, as
homework or an in-class task.
= Provide question-level feedback to students through answer rationales; provide formative
feedback using Reports.
= Create additional practice opportunities using the Question Bank and assign them
through AP Classroom.
AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description | 5
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About the AP Chinese
Language and Culture
Course

The AP Chinese Language and Culture course in Mandarin Chinese emphasizes
communication (understanding and being understood by others) by applying interpersonal,
interpretive, and presentational skills in real-life situations. This includes interpretation of
meaning, communicative abilities, research strategies, and cultural understanding. The AP
Chinese Language and Culture course strives to not overemphasize grammatical accuracy at
the expense of communication. To best engage with culturally relevant, real-world tasks, the
course is taught almost entirely in the target language.

The AP Chinese Language and Culture course engages students in an exploration of culture
in both contemporary and historical contexts. Drawing on the ACTFL World-Readiness
Standards for Learning Languages, the course develops students’ awareness and
appreciation of cultural products, practices, and perspectives, which are defined as:

= Cultural products are tangible and intangible artifacts of a culture, such as clothing, tools,
food, monuments, artwork, and stories.

= Cultural practices are patterns of social behaviors and interactions of a culture, such as
how people greet each other, socialize, or celebrate holidays.

= Cultural perspectives are underlying cultural values, beliefs, and attitudes that inform a
culture's products and practices.

To deepen their understanding of those contents and skills, students will embark on an
individual course project. Students will be provided a cultural situation and a series of sources
to use as part of their investigation into cultural products, practices, and perspectives. This will
culminate in an exam day Project Presentation and simulated Project Q&A.

College Course Equivalent

The AP Chinese Language and Culture course is approximately equivalent to an intermediate
college-level course in Mandarin Chinese language and culture.

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites; however, students are typically in their fourth year of high
school-level language study. In the case of native or heritage speakers, there may be a
different pathway of study leading to this course.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description | 6
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Introduction

In today's global community, competence in more than
one language is an essential part of communication
and cultural understanding. Study of another language
not only provides students with the ability to express
thoughts and ideas for their own purposes but also
gives them access to perspectives and knowledge
that are only available through the language and
culture. Advanced language learning offers social,
cultural, academic, and workplace benefits that

will serve students throughout their lives. The
proficiencies acquired through the study of languages
and literatures endow language learners with
cognitive, analytical, and communication skills that
carry over into many other areas of their academic
studies.

The three modes of communication—Interpretive,
Interpersonal, and Presentational—as defined in

the ACTFL World-Readiness Standards for Learning
Languages are foundational to the AP Chinese
Language and Culture course. The AP course
provides students with opportunities to demonstrate
their proficiency in each of the three modes in the
Intermediate to Pre-Advanced range as described in

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

the ACTFL Performance Descriptors for Language
Learners. Its aim is to provide students with ongoing
and varied opportunities to further develop their
proficiencies across the full range of language skills
within a cultural frame of reference reflective of the
richness of Chinese language and culture.

The AP Chinese Language and Culture course

takes a holistic approach to language proficiency

and recognizes the complex interrelatedness of
comprehension and comprehensibility, vocabulary
usage, language control, communication strategies,
and cultural understanding. Students learn language
structures in context and use them to convey meaning.
In standards-based world language classrooms, the
instructional focus is on function, which should be
addressed according to how they serve the
communicative task and not as an end goal unto
themselves. Students apply skills of practice, inquiry,
reflection, cultural understanding, and communication
when investigating and addressing real-world contexts
and situations. To best facilitate the study of language
and culture, the course is taught in the target language.

Course Framework | 9
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Course Framework
Components

Overview

This course framework provides a clear and detailed description of the course requirements necessary for
student success. The framework specifies what students must know, be able to do, and understand to qualify for
college credit and/or placement.

The course framework includes the following essential components:

© sKiLLs

At the core of the AP Chinese Language and Culture course are skills identifying what students should
know and be able to do to succeed in the course. Students develop and apply the described skills on a
regular basis over the span of the course. Additionally, each skill has learning objectives associated with
it; these are more specific capabilities that comprise the broader skill.

© uNiTs

The course is comprised of six thematic units that help teachers integrate language, content, and
culture into a series of lessons and activities. Within each unit are recommended instructional contexts
and overarching essential questions that engage students, guide their classroom investigations, and
promote the use of language in a variety of contexts.

€© MODES OF COMMUNICATION

Foundational to the course are the three modes of communication-Interpretive, Interpersonal, and
Presentational-as defined in ACTFL's World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages. Throughout
the course, students demonstrate their abilities in the Interpretive mode by engaging with text, audio,
and images, including visualizations of data; in the Interpersonal mode by speaking with and writing to
others; and in the Presentational mode by speaking to and writing for an audience.

© TASKTYPES

Each unit in the course features several of the multiple-choice and free-response question task types
that students will encounter on the exam, which build in difficulty and complexity over time to the

level that matches the exam's expectations. These task types include different formats of cultural and
interdisciplinary sources: text, audio, and images, including visualizations of data, that engage students.

Course Skills

The following table lays out the basic language and communication skills that students are expected to develop in
the course. As shown later, each skill is further broken out into concrete learning objectives, which are described
in the section on unit guides on p. 17.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 10
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§ E\ AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Course Skills

Skill Category 1 Skill Category 2 Skill Category 3

Interpretive Interpersonal and Presentational = Cultural Understanding X
Communication EN Communication EX Demonstrate cultural understanding.
Comprehend written texts, audio, and visualizations Speak and write in interpersonal and presentational
of data. contexts.
= SKILLS
E®Y Recognize explicit meaning. EXY Use language that aligns with the EXN Make connections within and
communicative purpose and context. across cultures.

EE Interpret meaning.

EXa Make communication comprehensible
EE3 Synthesize and infer meaning. for the intended audience.

EX3 Share ideas, information, and opinions
about familiar and researched topics.

EX Apply organizational and rhetorical
strategies.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 11
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Units

To provide context and content for students to develop their skills in the modes of communication, the course
takes a thematic approach. There are six course units: Families and Communities, Language and Culture, Art and

Creativity, Science and Technology, Contemporary Life, and Global Contexts.

Families and
Communities

Global
Contexts

Contemporary
Life

Science and
Technology

Language and

Culture

Art and
Creativity

Each unit presents a primary theme that connects to several recommended instructional contexts. Teaching to
multiple recommended contexts in each unit ensures a rich curriculum, as students will examine each context
from a variety of perspectives. This allows students to experience the study of language and culture in a variety
of authentic and engaging ways and teachers to consider the interests and needs of their students when
designing instruction. While teachers may organize the course thematically in any way they choose, following the
recommended course design in the units described below ensures that all the concepts presented in the units

are addressed multiple times in a scaffolded manner.

Recommended Instructional Contexts

Families and

Communities
Customs and Celebrations
Linguistics Language and
Chinese in the World Culture

Art and
Creativity

Innovations and Emerging Technologies
Personal Technology and .
Communication Science and
Science in Everyday Life Technology
Societal Impacts of Science and
Technology

Contemporary

Life

Global Communication
Natural World

History Global
Policy and Planning Contexts
Transportation

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

Community Activities

Family Relationships

Social Interactions and Relationships
Urban and Rural Communities

Architecture

Artistic Heritage

Beauty and Aesthetics
Fashion and Design
Literature

Visual and Performing Arts

Education and Career
Entertainment and Media
Food and Health

Pop Culture

Sports and Leisure
Travel and Tourism

Course Framework | 12
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

Related to the thematic units are essential questions designed to spark curiosity and encourage students to
investigate and express different views on real-world issues, make connections to other disciplines, and compare
aspects of the target culture(s) to their own. Essential questions also lend themselves well to interdisciplinary
inquiry, asking students to apply skills and perspectives across content areas. Examples of essential questions
appear in the unit guide openers.

Modes of Communication

As students work with the course thematic units and consider essential questions, they do so while engaging in the
three modes of communication—Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational. The development of skills in each of
these modes forms the core of the units, as students build skills in listening, reading, speaking, and writing tasks of
increasing levels of complexity. Students are expected to build skills in the following areas:

= Interpretive Communication of text, audio, and images, including visualizations of data
= Spoken Interpersonal Communication

= Written Interpersonal Communication

= Spoken Presentational Communication

= Written Presentational Communication

Task Types

As students work with the modes of communication, they practice various task types that familiarize them with
what will be on the exam while helping them build linguistic skills and cultural competencies. The order of the
following task types is not representative of the exam. For more detailed information on exam order, please see
the Exam Overview section.

Task Type Mode of Communication Source Format
Audio and Chart Interpretive Audio and image
Audio Report Interpretive Audio
Conversation Interpretive Audio
Instructional Guidance Interpretive Audio
Presentation Interpretive Audio

Article Interpretive Text

Article and Chart Interpretive Text and image
Correspondence Interpretive Text

Literary Text Interpretive Text

Promotional Material Interpretive Text and image
Email Response Interpersonal — written Text

Story Narration Presentational — written Image

Project Presentation

Presentational — spoken

Text and image

Project QQA

Interpersonal — spoken

Audio

More complex free-response questions, including Email Response, Story Narration, Project Presentation, and
Project Q&A, are taught incrementally so students develop skills over time and through practice before engaging

with a whole question.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description
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AP CHINESE
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Unit
Guides

Introduction

This course is organized into six thematic units, each offering a context
in which to explore a variety of language and cultural concepts in the
Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational Communication modes.
Each unit helps teachers integrate language, content, and culture into an
interrelated series of lessons and activities that promote the use of the
language in a variety of contexts.

Skills Categories and Learning Objectives

The course is divided into three skill categories with underlying learning
objectives. Skill Category 1 is associated with the Interpretive mode, in
which students interact with culturally authentic and interdisciplinary
text, audio, and images, including visualizations of data. Skill Category 2
is associated with both the Interpersonal and Presentational modes, in
which students use the target language to communicate about a range
of topics. Skill Category 3 covers all three modes of communication, and
students engage with a variety of sources and present their ideas in the
target language.

The course skills and learning objectives describe what a student should
be able to do while engaging with and speaking about sources in the
target language. They form the basis of the questions on the AP Chinese
Language and Culture Exam. While communicating in the target language
requires students to utilize many of the course skills in concert, each

unit guide focuses on specific learning objectives to build students’
proficiency as they progress through the course. Throughout the units,
each learning objective is addressed at least twice.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 15
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This unit structure, with scaffolded learning objectives, provides one possible sequence teachers
can adopt or modify rather than having to build from scratch. An additional benefit is that these
units enable the AP Program to provide interested teachers with formative assessments—the
Progress Checks—that they can assign their students at the end of each unit to gauge progress
toward success on the AP Exam. However, AP teachers are free to adopt a sequence of thematic
units and learning objectives that best suits their needs.

The table that follows shows all three skill categories with their associated skills and the learning
objectives that help students develop those skills.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 16
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Course Skills and Learning
Objectives

Skill Category 1 Skill Category 2 Skill Category 3
Interpretive Interpersonal and Presentational Cultural
Communication EN Communication EX Understanding ExX

Comprehend written texts, audio, and
visualizations of data.

= #.ASKILLS

Speak and write in interpersonal and presentational
contexts.

Demonstrate cultural
understanding.

#.A.1: Learning Objectives

EEY Recognize explicit
meaning.

1.A.1: Identify supporting or
relevant details.

1.A.2: Identify data points,
patterns, and trends.

EXY Use language that aligns with the
communicative purpose and context.

2.A.1: Use a variety of grammatical
structures.

2.A.2: Use avariety of vocabulary.

2.A.3: Use idiomatic and culturally
relevant expressions.

2.A.4: Adopt an appropriate register for
the intended audience and situation.

EXY Make connections within
and across cultures.

3.A.1: Describe cultural
products, practices, and
perspectives.

3.A.2: Compare cultural
products, practices, and
perspectives among
distinct communities.

3.A.3: Reflectonthe
significance of cultural
products, practices, and

perspectives.
EEJ Interpret meaning. EX: Make communication comprehensible
for the intended audience.

1.B.1: Determine the main

idea, theme, or purpose. 2.B.1: Use communication strategies
such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

1.B.2: Determine the

intended audience. 2.B.2: Monitor language production;
recognize errors and attempt self-

1.B.3: Determine the point(s) correction in spoken exchanges.

of view, perspective(s), tone,

or attitude. 2.B.3: Use pronunciation that is
comprehensible to a variety of speakers

1.B.4: |dent|fy Organizing of the target |anguage_

and/or rhetorical structures

and/or strategies. 2.B.4: Use an appropriate rate of speech
and effective intonation patterns.

1.B.5: Determine the

meaning of words and 2.B.5: Use standard conventions of

phrases using textual cues. written language (e.g., capitalization,
orthography, accents, punctuation).

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 17
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Course Skills and Learning
Objectives

Skill Category 1

Interpretive
Communication KN

Comprehend written texts, audio, and
visualizations of data.

= SKILLS

Skill Category 2

Interpersonal and Presentational
Communication Ex

Speak and write in interpersonal and presentational
contexts.

Skill Category 3

Cultural
Understanding Ex

Demonstrate cultural
understanding.

EE3 Synthesize and infer
meaning.

1.C.1: Connectinformation
within or across sources.

1.C.2: Synthesize meaning
to draw logical conclusions.

1.C.3: Infer implied meaning
through context.

EXd Share ideas, information, and opinions
about familiar and researched topics.

2.C.1: Expressideas, preferences, and
opinions.

2.C.2: Use research strategies to gather
information and evidence.

2.C.3: Use examples to provide advice
or information and to explain opinions or
emotions.

2.C.4: Integrate information from
multiple sources to develop and support
a position or perspective.

2.C.5: Reference and cite sources
appropriately.

EXJ Apply organizational and rhetorical
strategies.

2.D.1: Apply an appropriate
organizational structure.

2.D.2: Use avariety of cohesive
devices (e.g., relative pronouns, pronoun
referents, conjunctions, transitions) to
effectively convey and connect ideas.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description
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Using the Unit Guides

uNIT

(1

] ~19=21 cuasseenoos

Families and
Communities

<> Developing Understanding

UNIT OPENERS

Developing Understanding provides an overview that
contextualizes and situates the unit within the scope of the
course.

The essential questions are thought-provoking questions that
motivate students and inspire inquiry.

Recommended instructional contexts provide possible topics

Unit1 provide a ) i K
e e e e e g Somauete that could be addressed in the units to help students build
ey -ix,,.omm aswe Ianguage and cultural skills.
RftLHRE ? | £l - Examine

PXAEE, RERS

i = Consider
* Whatare some

important aspects of

\guage, content,

o prefiyer

an
d /
RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS

= Community Activities # K& 5h | #HEZE)
* Family Relationships REEF % | RIEMIE
- i HETESAFER | HEZERARBFE

g
lessons that build skills

core of this

Societies? ZEHH Y
g, RENERLR
REEFIABEEE
HRE? | EWE

. L ties L £ A X | HABHE

Bl ?
« How do families and 'OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
ot oxpenonca |+ Customs and Celebrations A3 55%sk | Bfe g2k
today's workd? RIEHiE + Linguistics 5 | 5
- o HREMD | #RERH

5007 | REMHERE
RS S BRI ?

* Education and Career #(# SHRL | $F SR
= Foodand Health IR fr 52 | SRsaff

* Pop Culture #7321t | #iTXAE

* Global Communication EER3 i | BB 237

= History st | BEs2

* Policy and Planning B S#L4I | Biksuss)
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—— Building Course Skills describes specific skills that are
appropriate to focus on in the unit.

uNIT
:@) Families and C itie

Building Course Skills This unit
the format in which they appear on the AP Exam. Students
I this unit dioandprint  encounter i iated vit

sources, focusing on various task luding Audio and Ch

Preparing for the AP Exam provides helpful tips and common
student misunderstandings identified from prior exam data.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE - MULTIPLE CHOICE
« Early inthe course, students often struggle to interpret
information in charts and graphs because they do not

= 1.AT:Identify supporting o relevant detail
= 1.8.1: Determine the main idea, theme, or purpose.
Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic
tasktypes, including Audio and Chart, Audio Report,
Instructional Guidance, Correspondence, and Literary Text
Using these sources, students engage with a variety of
vocabulary related to the unit's topics and themes.

that frequently appears in charts and graphs, such
Inthis unit, students also build interpersonal and p oy

amounts.
learning objectives: .
= 2A1:Useavariety of difficult to identify thé purpose
= 2.A.2:Use a variety of vocabulary. and details presented in this type of source, 76 address
hallenge, teach

= 2B.1: Use communication strategies such as
circumlocution and paraphrasing.

based on the context of the source/ adding cuitural
background te. Te i

* 2B.2:Monitor d
attempt self-correction in spoken exchanges. i o the
- 2B3:Use i i tudent i
variety of speakers of the target language. instructional guidan
- 201 fer - L tostudents,
Practicein pr to P g i
gage in ! that e based on tone, attitude, or
following ways: pers?/uﬁs Teachers can encourage students to use

contétual clues to identify the meaning of challenging

- L 2 Cabulary. Presenting some background on the literary
students to ntiate, maintz yse
conversations abouta variety of topics. comprehension. After students read a tte of the text,
predict what may
that speakthe target language acqired in Unit 1 prepdres
students to present on a variety of neir abilt
instructional topics for this unit. / In this unit and in those that follow, students also engage
Preparing for the AP Exam 2 hat will help
toapply their 2 Students will build skils toward the Project Presentation
v hort fon abouta target-
v
in contexts related to course units. Instead of relying on it
y wdents'
vocabulary h AREAS OF CHALL - FREE RESPONSE
sources. T : - it challenging tural
and visuals, for example, the ducts, practi In ths uni,
in
target language. they learned.
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Using the Unit Guides

Families and C itie:

j@)

P23

MODE
Interpretive Listening
and Reading

TASK TYPES: AUDIO AND CHART, AUDIO REPORT, INSTRUCTIONAL
GUIDANCE, CORRESPONDENCE, LITERARY TEXT

SKILL CATEGORY 1
Comprehend written
texts, audio, and

i of data.

SKILL1.A/

Recognize explicit meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE /

Identify supporting or relevant details.

SKILL1.B
Interpret meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Determine the main idea, theme, or purpose.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 26

MODE PAGES

Task types in each of the three modes can be practiced in
class and throughout the course to familiarize students with
expectations for the exam while building language skills and
cultural competencies.

— — UNIT
Families and Communities (@:

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Sample Activity

yag: datato
corresponding visuals (eg. "a sharp decine’).

tohelp found in
two sources.

same or different. Students
‘could then trade questions with peers and answer each other's questions.

Audio Report

Model listening to audi
symbol and abbreviation strategies, identifying important vocabulary, and listening for
general ideas.

Activate prior th
already know about the concept.

Ask students to write a journal entr how the concepts
relate to experiences in their own communities.

tolistening

For listen  and then ask them to
ketch board '

the storyboards show to what appears onscreen.

Ask students P
producing them.

Model annotat their the main
idea, and the supporting details.

Askstudents the writer of
of their own.

reir own cultures.

Literary Text

into smaller, more
literary texts in a different language.

hat inthe text or

Ask students to identify cultural products and practices presentin the text.

Highlighted

Leamning

Objectives Sample Activity

1.A1: Identify At to comment on the
supporting or relevant  main idea of the source,

detais. world or Each studentin then build on

1.B.1: Determine the
main idea, theme, or
purpose.

clarifying questions or new ideas.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 27

AP Chinese Language and Culture

Course and Exam Description

.~ The skills note the course skills that are paired with the learning
objectives for that topic.

Learning objectives define what a student needs to be able
to do with content knowledge to progress through the course.
These objectives outline expectations of student abilities
across the Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational
modes of communication.

Teacher Talk offers selected instructional strategies, proven
best practices, and helpful tips for working with specific task
types and learning objectives.
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AP CHINESE
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

UNIT 1

Families and
Communities

o ~19-21

CLASS PERIODS
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AP

Remember to go to AP Classroom
to assign students the online
Progress Checks for this unit.

Whether assigned as homework or
completed in class, the Progress
Checks provide each student with
immediate feedback related to this
unit's topics and skills.

Progress Check 1
Multiple-choice: ~25 questions

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 22
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UNIT
( 1 ) ~19=21 cLassrerions

ESSENTIAL

QUESTIONS

= What constitutes a
family in Chinese-
speaking societies?
ERPXHEE, RE
T AMRN? | 4
e, REZH
R ?

= What are some
important aspects of
family values and family
life in Chinese-speaking
societies? TE# I XCAY
Hed, RENERT
RELFDEPLEE
M7EE? | FEEHXH
HEd, REBERNR
EERE AWML EER
7| ?

= How do families and
communities experience
today's world? 3 EE A4t
X2 B S 5
R 7 | RERMEEEE
HERESEEERN?

>

Families and
Communities

Developing Understanding

Unit 1 explores themes related to families in Chinese-speaking communities that provide a
meaningful context for students in which to acquire and develop a variety of language and
cultural concepts. While the primary focus is on the theme of Families and Communities,
teachers should interweave other recommended instructional contexts. For example,
students could:

= Explore how families shape values and traditions, as well as personal beliefs and interests

= Examine the experiences faced by families in modern society

= Consider the evolving role of the community in contemporary societies

Using a thematic approach helps teachers integrate language, content, and culture into
lessons that build skills in the three modes of communication—Interpretive, Interpersonal,
and Presentational. The development of skills in each of these modes forms the core of this
and all subsequent units.

RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
= Community Activities ¥t X&) | #EEE)
= Family Relationships REEXZ& | RERIZE
= Social Interactions and Relationships 1t &3 F 5 ABRE R | & XEE AR
= Urban and Rural Communities # %3t X | 45t &

OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
= Customs and Celebrations R{4 5Pk 8L | [ {4255 8
= Linguistics IE5% | 55 &
= Chinese in the World R 3T | #FER T
= Education and Career #{& SH | & %
= Food and Health X 5 | SRR HLfER
= Pop Culture 17301k | RiTCE
= Global Communication EPFr3R | BIBEZR
= History (% | E%
= Policy and Planning B3 5% | BiskELsR &)
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UNIT )

Families and Communities

1

Building Course Skills

In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

= 1.A.1:Identify supporting or relevant details.
= 1.B.1: Determine the main idea, theme, or purpose.

Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic
task types, including Audio and Chart, Audio Report,
Instructional Guidance, Correspondence, and Literary Text.
Using these sources, students engage with a variety of
vocabulary related to the unit's topics and themes.

In this unit, students also build interpersonal and
presentational speaking skills, focusing on the following
learning objectives:

= 2.A.1:Use a variety of grammatical structures.
= 2.A.2:Use a variety of vocabulary.

= 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as
circumlocution and paraphrasing.

= 2.B.2: Monitor language production; recognize errors and
attempt self-correction in spoken exchanges.

= 2.B.3: Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a
variety of speakers of the target language.

= 2.C.1: Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to
engage in the Interpersonal and Presentational modes in the
following ways:

= Listening to and reading authentic materials prepares
students to initiate, maintain, and close spontaneous
conversations about a variety of topics.

= Using cultural information about families and communities
that speak the target language acquired in Unit 1 prepares
students to present on a variety of the recommended
instructional topics for this unit.

Preparing for the AP Exam

The course requires students to apply their knowledge and
demonstrate their skills in a variety of real-world scenarios.
Throughout the course, students will build vocabulary

in contexts related to course units. Instead of relying on
isolated vocabulary lists, teachers should focus on students’
acquisition of contextualized vocabulary through authentic
sources. To improve students’ success in interpreting charts
and visuals, for example, teachers can actively teach the
vocabulary found in such visuals and should help students
to understand how numerical concepts are presented in the
target language.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

This unit includes multiple-choice questions presented in
the format in which they appear on the AP Exam. Students
encounter multiple-choice questions associated with
various task types, including Audio and Chart, Audio Report,
Instructional Guidance, Correspondence, and Literary Text.
Consistent exposure to these task types will build students’
skills and help them prepare for the exam and course project.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE - MULTIPLE CHOICE
= Early in the course, students often struggle to interpret
information in charts and graphs because they do not
know the vocabulary. Teachers should present vocabulary
that frequently appears in charts and graphs, such
as percentage, rate, increase, decrease, trends, and
amounts.

= |n multiple-choice questions for instructional guidance,
students sometimes find it difficult to identify the purpose
and details presented in this type of source. To address
this challenge, teachers should provide opportunities
for students to identify and explain unknown information
based on the context of the source, adding cultural
background as appropriate. Teachers can provide
instructional guidance written in the target language.
Students can then explain the details included in the
instructional guidance.

= Literary texts often prove challenging to students,
particularly in regard to understanding vocabulary
that makes inferences based on tone, attitude, or
perspective. Teachers can encourage students to use
contextual clues to identify the meaning of challenging
vocabulary. Presenting some background on the literary
text, including its context, may also help students with
comprehension. After students read a little of the text,
teachers should stop and ask them to predict what may
happen next or how the story may finish. This will enhance
their ability to make inferences.

In this unit and in those that follow, students also engage
with some free-response tasks that will help them build their
understanding and skills for the exam and course project.
Students will build skills toward the Project Presentation

by completing a short cultural presentation about a target-
language community. They can also write a reflection in the
target language about the process they used to prepare it.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE - FREE RESPONSE
= Students find it challenging to understand cultural
products, practices, and perspectives. In this unit,
students focus on reading and listening to sources
about a target-language community and then give a brief
presentation on what they learned. Throughout the unit,

Course Framework | 24
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Families and Communities

( UNIT

1

teachers should ensure that students are reflecting on
how these products, practices, and perspectives shape
the culture.

= Students often find it challenging to participate in a
structured conversation if they are not familiar with the
format and have not practiced and received feedback
throughout the school year. To build students’ skills and

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

confidence in the Project Q&A task, teachers can provide
frequent in-class practice that:

+ Encourages students to brainstorm possible ways to
address each prompt

¢ Scaffolds prompt skills by focusing on one or
two prompts at a time (e.g., expressing ideas,
preferences, and opinions in this unit)
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UNIT
) Families and Communities

MODE
Interpretive Listening
and Reading

TASK TYPES: AUDIO AND CHART, AUDIO REPORT, INSTRUCTIONAL
GUIDANCE, CORRESPONDENCE, LITERARY TEXT

28

SKILL CATEGORY 1 SKILL 1.A
Comprehend written
texts, audio, and
visualizations of data.

Recognize explicit meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

1.A1
Identify supporting or relevant details.

SKILL1.B

Interpret meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

1.B.1
Determine the main idea, theme, or purpose.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 26
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UNIT
Families and Communities (

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Sample Activity

Audio and Chart

Play a game in which students match phrases used to describe trends in data to
corresponding visuals (e.g., “a sharp decline”).

Provide students with graphic organizers to help them organize information found in the
two sources.

Have students write questions about how the sources are the same or different. Students
could then trade questions with peers and answer each other's questions.

Audio Report

Model note-taking strategies for listening to audio, including setting up organizers, using
symbol and abbreviation strategies, identifying important vocabulary, and listening for
general ideas.

Activate prior knowledge by putting students into small groups to discuss what they
already know about the concept.

Ask students to write a journal entry about how the concepts presented in the audio report
relate to experiences in their own communities.

Instructional Guidance

Preview critical vocabulary prior to listening to the sources.

For video sources, have students listen to them without video first, and then ask them to
sketch a storyboard displaying the video's content. Then watch the video to compare what
the storyboards show to what appears onscreen.

Ask students to investigate cultural products and write step-by-step instructions for
producing them.

Correspondence Model annotation strategies that identify the writer and their intended recipient, the main
idea, and the supporting details.
Ask students to respond to the writer of the correspondence with answers and questions
of their own.
Have students compare how etiquette around correspondence differs from their own cultures.
Literary Text Chunk the text into smaller, more manageable units to build students’ skills in reading
literary texts in a different language.
Have students predict what happens next in the text or write an alternate ending.
Ask students to identify cultural products and practices present in the text.
Highlighted
Learning
Objectives Sample Activity
1.A.1: Identify After engaging with a common source, group students and ask them to comment on the

supporting or relevant
details.

1.B.1: Determine the
main idea, theme, or
purpose.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

main idea of the source, a detail that supports the main idea, and a connection to areal-
world or cultural context. Each student in the group can then build on those comments with
clarifying questions or new ideas.
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UNIT )

Families and Communities

23

MODE
Presentational Speaking

TASK TYPE: PROJECT PRESENTATION

SKILL CATEGORY 2

Speak and write in
interpersonal and

presentational contexts.

SKILL 2.A

Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.A1
Use a variety of grammatical structures.

2.A2
Use a variety of vocabulary.

SKILL 2.B

Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.B.2

Monitor language production; recognize errors and attempt self-correction in spoken
exchanges.

2.B.3

Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a variety of speakers of the target
language.

SKILL 2.C

Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.C.1
Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 28
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Families and Communities

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Sample Activity

( UNIT

Project Presentation

Highlighted
Learning
Objectives

Present strategies for finding sources (e.g., using search terms, identifying reliable
information, and accessing target-language publications, libraries, or databases). Have
students independently search for 2-3 sources related to the essential questions
discussed in the unit and reflect on the quality of the sources.

Have students write an email to the author of a source to request more information on a
research topic.

Share the importance of circumlocution and provide time for students to practice in class.
To turn itinto a game, group students into pairs. One student describes a word using
circumlocution while the other guesses.

Sample Activity

2.A.1: Use a variety
of grammatical
structures.

2.A.2: Use a variety of
vocabulary.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

Provide student pairs with a simple sentence. Ask them to revise the sentence five times
using increasingly complex vocabulary and specificity.

Course Framework
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UNIT )

Families and Communities

23

MODE
Interpersonal Speaking

TASK TYPE: PROJECT Q&A

SKILL CATEGORY 2

Speak and write in
interpersonal and

presentational contexts.

SKILL 2.A

Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.A1
Use a variety of grammatical structures.

2.A2
Use a variety of vocabulary.

SKILL 2.B

Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.B.1
Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

2.B.2

Monitor language production; recognize errors and attempt self-correction in spoken
exchanges.

2.8.3
Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a variety of the target language.

SKILL2.C

Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.C.1
Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.
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Families and Communities

TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

&)

Project Q&A Ask students to write questions for a partner that align with the Project Q&A language
functions, including (but not limited to) expressing preferences or opinions, providing

advice or information, and explaining opinions or emotions.

Pair students to answer each other’'s questions based on the information in their sources

and their own knowledge and experiences.

Have students complete a self-assessment of their vocabulary usage and the
completeness of their answers.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

Course Framework | 31

Return to Table of Contents
© 2026 College Board



THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.



AP CHINESE
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

UNIT 2

Language
and Culture

o) ~19-21

CLASS PERIODS
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AP

Remember to go to AP Classroom
to assign students the online
Progress Checks for this unit.

Whether assigned as homework or
completed in class, the Progress
Checks provide each student with
immediate feedback related to this
unit's topics and skills.

Progress Check 2
Multiple-choice: ~25 questions
Free-response: 2 questions

= Story Narration

= Email Response

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 34
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( UNIT

2 ) ~19=21 cLassrerions

Language and
Culture

<> Developing Understanding

ESSENTIAL Unit 2 looks at how language and culture influence each other in Chinese-speaking societies.

QUESTIONS This relevant and engaging unit provides a meaningful context in which students can acquire

= How do language and and develop a variety of more nuanced linguistic and cultural concepts as well as vocabulary.
culture influence each While the primary focus is on the theme of Language and Culture, teachers are encouraged
other? E=MX(L2E to interweave other recommended instructional contexts. For example, students could:

HEMAZEM? | FEM
XALREREHETERN?
= How do language and

culture evolve over
time? 1B 5 L2 EH

= Explore how developments in science and technology impact language and the ways in
which people communicate

= Examine how social media affects others
= Consider the role of entertainment and advertising as integral parts of culture

FEER BTk ? | B = Explore how a community's values are reflected in its art and customs
AL BRI RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
B = Customs and Celebrations K& 5K 8 | {4 8

= How does technology

_ = Linguistics E5% | ;552
influence language and

culture? AR E R = Chinese in the World 153 29432 | 15212
BE MR ? | B2 OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS
SR EESXm ? = Artistic Heritage ZRi&7= | & E

= Beauty and Aesthetics £ 58 % | EHEE

= Literature X% | 302

= Visual and Performing Arts fl it SREZ AR | RE R ETET

= Education and Career #{& SH | HE HER%

= Entertainment and Media IR R 554 | (R 4LELIEEE

= Pop Culture 17301k | RiT01E

= Travel and Tourism HiES VY | HioiELER e

= Innovations and Emerging Technologies 813 53¢ RHy | B3 Edi R

= Personal Technology and Communication ™ AR 5B, | BAREER

= Societal Impacts of Science and Technology RHZFT it SIS | RITEHTEN S E
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UNIT )

Language and Culture

2

Building Course Skills

In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

= 1.B.2: Determine the intended audience.

= 1.B.3: Determine the point(s) of view, perspective(s), tone,
or attitude.

Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic
task types, including Audio Report, Conversation, Article, and
Promotional Material. Using these sources, students engage
with a variety of vocabulary related to the unit's topics and
themes.

In this unit, students also build interpersonal and
presentational writing skills, focusing on the following learning
objectives:

= 2.A.1: Use a variety of grammatical structures.
= 2.A.2:Use avariety of vocabulary.
= 2.A.3:Useidiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

= 2.A.4: Adopt an appropriate register for the intended
audience and situation.

= 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as
circumlocution and paraphrasing.

= 2.B.5: Use standard conventions of written language (e.g.,
capitalization, orthography, accents, punctuation).

= 2.C.1: Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.
= 2.D.1: Apply an appropriate organizational structure.

Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to
engage in the Interpersonal and Presentational modes in the
following ways:

= Listening to and reading authentic materials prepares
students to respond to written communication in an
organized manner with appropriate register about a
variety of topics.

= Developing a rich vocabulary and practicing a variety of
grammar skills prepares students to narrate a story.

Preparing for the AP Exam

In this unit, students encounter some multiple-choice
questions similar to what they will see on the AP Exam and
presented in the same format but not yet at the level of on
the exam. The task types in the unit include Audio Report,
Conversation, Article, and Promotional Material.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE - MULTIPLE CHOICE
= |n audio reports, students may find it difficult to
understand details. To address this challenge, teachers

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

should provide opportunities for students to practice
strategies for taking notes while listening to audio.
Teachers can initially provide a graphic organizer with key
words and questions that help students identify main
ideas and relevant details. As students’ skills increase,
teachers can remove the graphic organizer, and before
students listen to the audio, have them list questions that
will need to be answered by the report so that they are
able to identify main ideas and relevant details.

= During conversations, students may struggle to capture
details. To address this challenge, teachers can offer
guided questions and explanations of key words prior
to listening to the conversation to help students target
details as they listen. Students can respond to these
guided questions to capture details during and after
listening. Teachers can create a class vocabulary bank
with key words and explanations. Students and teachers
can then add to this vocabulary bank throughout the
course.

= Students sometimes struggle to understand the cultural
nuances in promotional materials, so teachers should
explicitly point out and explain cultural references within
the sources.

In this unit, students practice the Email Response and Story
Narration free-response questions, with gradually increasing
levels of complexity.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE - FREE RESPONSE
= |n email responses, students sometimes find it difficult to

understand incoming emails and may therefore provide
limited responses. To address this challenge, teachers
can provide sample emails and have students work in
pairs to identify the purpose of a message, what is being
requested, and other pertinent details before responding.
Teachers can also pair students to exchange their email
responses for peer review. Students should be provided
with a checklist of grammar and mechanical errors to look
for and address when reviewing each other's work. These
peer reviews can provide feedback on the accuracy of the
response and grammar, indicate mechanical errors, and
even offer suggestions for extending the response.

= While working with story narrations, students may
struggle to provide an organized story with a beginning,
middle, and end. To address this challenge, teachers
can provide examples of stories in class, outlining the
structure in each one. Students can also be asked to
describe the events in each story in their own words.
Teachers can then suggest some transitional expressions
that will link students’ ideas.
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UNIT )

Language and Culture

2

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Sample Activity

Audio Report

Practice close-listening strategies by playing short segments several times while students
take note of key details.

Provide students with sentence starters to engage in discussion about agreement or
disagreement.

Engage in a "Window, Mirror, and Sliding Glass Doors?" activity where students name
something new they learned, consider how it reflects their own lives, and identify related
concepts for further exploration.

Conversation

Model note-taking strategies that identify the main idea and supporting details of the
conversation.

Partner students to engage in a structured conversation about a recommended
instructional context for the unit.

Ask students to create a written reflection on how people in the target culture use
language to convey respect.

Article

Practice prereading strategies with students, including activating prior knowledge;
previewing the text to predict content based on headings, subheadings, and visuals;
identifying key words and cognates; and using context clues.

Pair students and ask them to craft definitions for new and important vocabulary used in
the text.

Have students use a graphic organizer (e.g., a Venn diagram or a T-chart) to compare the
contents of the article to a similar phenomenon in their own culture.

Promotional Material

Highlighted
Learning
Objectives

Provide students with a promotional material source and a set of multiple-choice
questions. Have them preview the questions to target specific information and then
annotate the text, marking the information that answers the questions.

Partner students and have them discuss their opinions about what product, practice, or
perspective is being promoted, noting areas of agreement and disagreement.

Ask students to reflect on what cultural values are being promoted in the source and their
intended purpose.

Sample Activity

1.B.3: Determine
the point(s) of view,
perspective(s), tone,
or attitude.

Play an audio conversation twice. Have pairs of students analyze speaker A's and B's tone,
perspective, and relationship and then present evidence from the audio to justify their
interpretation.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 38

Return to Table of Contents
© 2026 College Board



Language and Culture

( UNIT

MODE
Presentational
Writing

TASK TYPE: STORY NARRATION

P23

SKILL 2.A

Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Use a variety of grammatical structures.

Use a variety of vocabulary.

Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

SKILL 2.B

Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

Use standard conventions of written language (e.g., capitalization, orthography,
accents, punctuation).

SKILL2.C

Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

SKILL CATEGORY 2

Speak and write in
interpersonal and
presentational contexts.
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UNIT
) Language and Culture

SKILL 2.D
Apply organizational and rhetorical strategies.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Apply an appropriate organizational structure.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 40
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UNIT )

Language and Culture

23

MODE
Interpersonal Writing

TASK TYPE: EMAIL RESPONSE

SKILL CATEGORY 2

Speak and write in
interpersonal and

presentational contexts.

SKILL 2.A

Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.A3
Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

2.A.4
Adopt an appropriate register for the intended audience and situation.

SKILL 2.B

Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.B.1
Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

2.B.5

Use standard conventions of written language (e.g., capitalization, orthography,
accents, punctuation).

SKILL 2.C

Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.C.1
Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 42
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UNIT )

Language and Culture

2

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Sample Activity

Email Response

Highlighted
Learning
Objectives

Introduce the structure of the Email Response free-response question.

Have students use sentence starters to respond to questions in the prompt.

Ask students to brainstorm cultural concepts they would like to know about and write to
knowledgeable people about them.

Sample Activity

2.A.3: Use idiomatic
and culturally relevant
expressions.

2.A.4: Adopt an
appropriate register
for the intended
audience and
situation.

Assign an email response in one context, then require students to respond againin a
contrasting context (e.g., to a friend versus a teacher). In pairs, have students evaluate how
tone, perspective, and register shift across drafts and discuss with each other how cultural
expectations shape those choices.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 44
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AP CHINESE
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

UNIT 3

Art and
Creativity

o ~19-21

CLASS PERIODS
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AP

Remember to go to AP Classroom
to assign students the online
Progress Checks for this unit.

Whether assigned as homework or
completed in class, the Progress
Checks provide each student with
immediate feedback related to this
unit's topics and skills.

Progress Check 3
Multiple-choice: ~30 questions
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UNIT
( ) “19-21 CLASS PERIODS

ESSENTIAL

QUESTIONS

= How canartand
creativity influence daily
life? ZARMENE RS
FMIMANH B BEERN ?
| 24 FALE N EER
ZEANPEBEERN?

= How does art both
challenge and reflect
cultural perspectives?
ZARBEIEH R AR S
LMK ? | Blir2EE
PRERFO R BRS{L B BERY ?

= How do communities
value art and creativity?
HEXEEHBMZ AN
EON? | HERERE
HREMTFAIE SR ?

= Howis artused to
record history? ZRZE
FIERBEMN? | 22
BRRCSRESRN ?

>

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

3/
Art and Creativity

Developing Understanding

This unit explores art and creativity in Chinese-speaking communities, which provides a
meaningful context for students in which to acquire and develop a variety of linguistic
and cultural concepts. The primary focus is on the theme of Art and Creativity; however,
teachers should integrate other recommended instructional contexts. For example,
students could:

= Explore how art and creativity influence the quality of life and values in a community

= Consider the role and importance of art in Chinese-speaking communities

= Discover how the arts capture and reflect the history of a community

= |nvestigate how the concepts of art and creativity are defined within a culture

= Explore how art challenges and reflects cultural perspectives
RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS

= Architecture 33 | &5

= Artistic Heritage ZRi&7= | &iriEE

= Beauty and Aesthetics £ 58 % | EHEE

= Fashion and Design A& 51831 | B ER2% 5t

= Literature X | 302

= Visual and Performing Arts {15 SREZAR | REB K EE T
OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS

= Entertainment and Media = R 530k | (R gaeated

= Pop Culture 47301k | RT3k

= Sports and Leisure {&& SKA | 525 EKEE

= Travel and Tourism FRIFS N | HRibFELE N

= Community Activities 1t XEE) | HE5EE)

= Family Relationships REX & | RERZE

= Urban and Rural Communities 3 £ 1t X | 35451t =

= Policy and Planning BUR 5% | BURELHRZ|
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UNIT .
) Art and Creativity

3

Building Course Skills

In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

= 1.A.2:Identify data points, patterns, and trends.

= 1.B.4: Identify organizing and/or rhetorical structures
and/or strategies.

Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic
task types, including Audio Report, Presentation, Article

and Chart, Correspondence, and Literary Text. Using these
sources, students engage with a variety of vocabulary related
to the unit's topics and themes.

In this unit, students also build interpersonal and
presentational speaking skills, focusing on the following
learning objectives:

= 2.A.3: Useidiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

= 2.A.4: Adopt an appropriate register for the intended
audience and situation.

= 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as
circumlocution and paraphrasing.

= 2.B.4:Use an appropriate rate of speech and effective
intonation patterns.

= 2.C.2: Use research strategies to gather information and
evidence.

= 2.C.3:Use examples to provide advice or information and
to explain opinions or emotions.

= 2.D.2: Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative
pronouns, pronoun referents, conjunctions, transitions) to
effectively convey and connect ideas.

= 3.A.1: Describe cultural products, practices, and
perspectives.

Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to
engage in the Interpersonal and Presentational modes in the
following ways:

= Listening to and reading authentic materials builds
students’ knowledge of idioms and idiomatic expressions,
preparing them to communicate effectively in the target
language.

= Researching additional sources related to art and
creativity provides students with information to present,
preparing them for the presentational speaking portion of
the course project.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

Preparing for the AP Exam

In this unit, students practice and receive feedback on
multiple-choice questions based on the task types of Audio
Report, Presentation, Article and Chart, Correspondence, and
Literary Text. The questions in this unit begin to approach the
complexity of the AP Exam.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE - MULTIPLE CHOICE
= Students sometimes struggle to understand vocabulary
in context, especially idiomatic expressions. Teachers
can provide opportunities for students to identify and
explain vocabulary based on contextual clues in authentic
sources, incorporating relevant cultural background
information.

= Students may struggle when asked to interpret data
from a graph, chart, or table. They may need supportin
interpreting information presented graphically.

= Multiple-choice questions containing two sources, such
as an article and a chart, can be challenging for students;
they may need specific help from the teacher identifying
how the two sources are related and in what ways they are
similar and different. Students can use graphic organizers
to assist in organizing information found in the two
sources.

= Students also struggle to identify distinguishing features
of a text, such as purpose, point of view, and/or intended
audience. Teachers can develop these analytical skills by
modeling how to break down texts together in class.
In this unit, students practice presentational and interpersonal
speaking in order to prepare for the Project Presentation and
Project Q&A free-response questions.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE - FREE RESPONSE
= Successful responses to all free-response tasks should
be well organized and provide significant detail and
elaboration. Teachers can support students in building
these skills by providing and reviewing examples of well-
organized responses from past exams that contain robust
details and elaboration.

= Students often do not effectively use cohesive devices
and transitional expressions when writing or speaking.
Across all free-response tasks, teachers should work
with students to develop a robust variety of transitional
expressions and cohesive devices that go beyond the
commonly used and, but, and because. Students can
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Art and Creativity

( UNIT

3

build a list of these expressions throughout the course,
and teachers can check for their use in student work. In
this unit, students practice discussing and demonstrating
understanding of cultural products, practices, and
perspectives using transitional expressions and

cohesive devices. Teachers can create targeted practice
opportunities for students to use these expressions while
drawing meaningful comparisons.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

= Students often use generalizations, personal anecdotes,

and even stereotypes rather than researched examples
that show depth of cultural understanding and
engagement with the research process. Teachers can
encourage students to avoid these practices by requiring
them to cite credible sources, such as reputable news
outlets, cultural institutions, government, or authentic
media from the target culture, and by providing feedback
about how those sources are used.
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UNIT .
) Art and Creativity

MODE
Interpretive Listening
and Reading

TASK TYPES: AUDIO REPORT, PRESENTATION, ARTICLE AND CHART,
% CORRESPONDENCE, LITERARY TEXT

SKILL CATEGORY 1

Comprehend written
texts, audio, and
visualizations of data.

SKILL 1.A

Recognize explicit meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

1.A.2
Identify data points, patterns, and trends.

SKILL1.B

Interpret meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

1.B.4
Identify organizing and/or rhetorical structures and/or strategies.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 50
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Art and Creativity

( UNIT

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Sample Activity

Audio Report

Provide students with different graphic organizers and encourage them to consider which
ones best suit their note-taking style.

Have students role-play as participants in a panel discussion about the topic presented.

Have students identify 2-3 cultural perspectives evident in the audio and provide examples
from the source about how they are reflected.

Presentation

Provide students with a checklist of categories and details they check off or fill in as they
listen to the source.

Use close-listening strategies to engage students with only small chunks of audio text at
one time in order to take notes and comprehend key details.

Have students write a response to the presenter(s) of the presentation to share their
opinions and ask for additional information.

Article and Chart

Practice reading comprehension strategies, such as skimming and scanning the questions
to anticipate key concepts.

Have students write a journal entry about how the information in the sources resonates
with them.

Pair students to discuss the cultural impact of the concepts discussed in the sources.

Correspondence

Preview questions to anticipate what information students should focus on while reading.

Have students respond to the correspondence and then peer edit each other's work.

Ask students to research cultural topics that are mentioned in the correspondence.

Literary Text

Highlighted
Learning
Objectives

Have students use the SOAPSTone method to analyze the text; they should identify and
discuss the speaker, occasion, audience, purpose, subject, and tone.

Jumble a text into sections and ask students to reassemble it in the correct order.

Foster a discussion about how the practices or products mentioned in the text reflect
cultural perspectives.

Sample Activity

1.A.2: |dentify data
points, patterns, and
trends.

Show students an infographic highlighting preferences in art or creative activities, such as
popular art forms, favorite authors, or emerging design trends. Guide them in discussing
visible patterns, then ask them to locate other data to support or challenge their
observations.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 51
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UNIT )

Art and Creativity

P23

MODE
Presentational Speaking

TASK TYPE: PROJECT PRESENTATION

SKILL CATEGORY 2

Speak and write in
interpersonal and

presentational contexts.

SKILL 2.A

Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.A3
Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

2.A.4
Adopt an appropriate register for the intended audience and situation.

SKILL 2.B

Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.B.4
Use an appropriate rate of speech and effective intonation patterns.

SKILL 2.C

Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.C.2
Use research strategies to gather information and evidence.

2.3
Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 52
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SKILL CATEGORY 3

Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Use a variety of cohe
conjunctions, tra

Art and Creativity
LEARNING OBJECTIVE

SKILL 2.D
SKILL3.A



UNIT )

Art and Creativity

3

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Sample Activity

Project Presentation

Highlighted
Learning
Objectives

Provide students with a cultural discussion prompt, a graphic organizer, and 2-3 sources to
investigate and prepare for a discussion.

Limit the number of words that students can use in their notes for a discussion, drawing
a comparison to the limited number of words they can use on their Personalized Project
Reference (PPR).

Have students engage in a discussion based on the sources using their completed graphic
organizer. After the discussion, highlight ways that students used cohesive devices and
demonstrated a logical progression of ideas and information.

Sample Activity

2.A.3: Use idiomatic
and culturally relevant
expressions.

3.A.1: Describe
cultural products,
practices, and
perspectives.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

Provide a short text about art or creativity that includes idiomatic expressions. In small
groups, have students infer the meaning of one expression from context, then ask them to
write a short description of an artwork or creative process using that expression. Groups
then share their sentences and compare how the expression shapes meaning.

Course Framework
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Art and Creativity

( UNIT

MODE
Interpersonal Speaking

TASK TYPE: PROJECT Q&A

P28

SKILL 2.A
Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.A3
Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

2.A.4
Adopt an appropriate register for the intended audience and situation.

SKILL 2.B

Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.B.1
Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

2.B.4
Use an appropriate rate of speech and effective intonation patterns.

SKILL 2.C

Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
2.c.3

Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.

SKILL 3.A

Make connections within and across cultures.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

3.A.1
Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

SKILL CATEGORY 2

Speak and write in
interpersonal and
presentational contexts.

P28

SKILL CATEGORY 3

Demonstrate cultural
understanding.
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UNIT .
) Art and Creativity

3

TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

Project Q&A Invite students to prepare for an interview by researching a cultural product or practice and
responding to questions from the perspective of someone knowledgeable about it.

Partner students and ask them to write interview questions that align with the Project
Q&A language functions, including (but not limited to) expressing preferences or opinions,
providing advice or information, and explaining opinions or emotions. Have them compare
or reflect on cultural products, practices, or perspectives.

Have students interview each other and record the interviews. Ask students to self-assess
or assess their partner's language control and fluency.
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AP CHINESE
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

UNIT 4

Science and
Technology

o) ~19-21

CLASS PERIODS
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AP

Remember to go to AP Classroom
to assign students the online
Progress Checks for this unit.

Whether assigned as homework or
completed in class, the Progress
Checks provide each student with
immediate feedback related to this
unit's topics and skills.

Progress Check 4
Multiple-choice: ~30 questions
Free-response: 2 questions

= Story Narration

= Email Response
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UNIT
( ) “19-21 CLASS PERIODS

ESSENTIAL

QUESTIONS

= What factors drive
innovation and
discovery in the
fields of science and
technology? ERZ TR}
R, t2RE#EST
BIETAAI 2 | FERIE2A
RHREE, TERRED
T RIFT AR 7

= How does technology
enhance global
communication? &$5 &
EREH 2RI ?
| R ERRERIRZ
HY?

= Whatis the societal
impact of scientific
or technological
advancements? R 25
RESLpie P OE L =N /A
T ? | AR AHAE
SH S ELE

>

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

&

Science and
Technology

Developing Understanding

Unit 4 explores the effects of science and technology on people’s lives in Chinese-speaking
communities. This unit encourages students to work with more complex academic
vocabulary and content as they continue to develop linguistic and cultural concepts from
previous units. While Science and Technology is the primary thematic focus of the unit,
teachers are encouraged to integrate other recommended instructional contexts. For
example, students could:

= Explore how developments in science can both create and resolve challenges in
contemporary society

= |nvestigate how technology creates new ways to connect with others and how itimpacts
and shapes language and culture

RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS

= Innovations and Emerging Technologies ST 5% ¢ RHY | B3 R

= Personal Technology and Communication N AR S5ET | EARHZEER

= Science in Everyday Life B E4AFTHNE | BEAFETHR S

= Societal Impacts of Science and Technology RSN | REEHTENFE
OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS

= Global Communication EPFr3Z7 | BRIk

= Policy and Planning B3R 531K | BXSRELHR B

= Transportation 32 &Eizk | R BEHR

= Education and Career {5 5HRMl | #7& Sam;2

= Food and Health X & 55 | gRetafEsE

= Travel and Tourism FRIFESME | FRIFELER L

= Community Activities # X3&z) | HEEE)

= Social Interactions and Relationships &3 F 5 ARE R | HETIEEARRZ

= Urban and Rural Communities 3 £t X | 45t =

Course Framework | 59

Return to Table of Contents
© 2026 College Board

AL R L HAHhdd:: kR E-H-?R- -::RDGRGD:: EG::: ::: :: : E  : :



UNIT )

Science and Technology

4

Building Course Skills

In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

= 1.B.5: Determine the meaning of words and phrases using
textual cues.

= 1.C.1: Connect information within or across sources.

Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic
task types, including Audio Report, Conversation, Article,
Article and Chart, and Promotional Material. Using these
sources, students engage with a variety of vocabulary related
to the unit's topics and themes.

In this unit, students also build interpersonal and
presentational writing skills, focusing on the following learning
objectives:

= 2.A.3:Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

= 2.A.4: Adopt an appropriate register for the intended
audience and situation.

= 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as
circumlocution and paraphrasing.

= 2.C.3: Use examples to provide advice or information and
to explain opinions or emotions.

= 2.D.2: Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative
pronouns, pronoun referents, conjunctions, transitions) to
effectively convey and connect ideas.

= 3.A.1: Describe cultural products, practices, and
perspectives.

Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to
engage in the Interpersonal and Presentational modes in the
following ways:

= Integrating authentic audio and text sources models how
speakers and writers use cohesive devices, equipping
students to write in a clear and connected manner.

= Explaining cultural products, practices, and perspectives
by applying cultural understanding builds skills in making
effective comparisons.

Preparing for the AP Exam

In this unit, students complete multiple-choice questions
based on the task types of Audio Report, Conversation,
Article, Article and Chart, and Promotional Material, giving
them the opportunity to practice working with varied texts
and to receive feedback on their comprehension of items of
increasing complexity.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE - MULTIPLE CHOICE
= Inarticles, students often have difficulty making
connections among cultural and interdisciplinary
information provided. To address this challenge, teachers

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

and students can continue to add challenging words
and phrases to the class vocabulary bank. Then, using
their understanding of vocabulary, students can predict
and analyze the possible content of the text before
reading. Once the challenging vocabulary is identified
and explained, students can research cultural and
interdisciplinary information provided in the news article
and make connections to content they have previously
studied.

= |n promotional materials, students struggle to interpret
the text if they are unfamiliar with the type of event.
To address this challenge, teachers can introduce a
variety of cultural event topics with discussion questions
throughout the course to help students learn more
relevant content related to the topics. As students’ skills
progress, they can research cultural event topics and
develop questions while reading the content. Students
can then provide the text to their classmates and have
them answer the questions.

In this unit, students also continue building their skills for
the Email Response and Story Narration free-response
questions. In Unit 2, students were introduced to and
developed a foundational understanding of these written
tasks. In Unit 4, these tasks are further scaffolded to the
complexity students can expect on the AP Exam.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE - FREE RESPONSE
= An area of challenge with emails is that students

struggle to use standard conventions (e.g., punctuation)
and appropriate register, word choice, and sentence
structures in their responses. To address this challenge,
teachers can provide a checklist of items for students
to review after they have written their response.
As students practice more and their skills improve,
teachers can remove the checklist and remind students
to independently review their work based on their
knowledge of items to look for in their review.

+ As students read the initial email message and
prepare their responses, teachers should encourage
them to note with whom they are corresponding in
order to determine the appropriate register to use.

+ As students revise their writing, they can develop a
habit of monitoring language production, recognizing
errors, and self-correcting. Teachers should
encourage students to use the vocabulary, idioms,
and sentence structures they are familiar with to
answer questions.

¢ As the course progresses and students
independently write longer, more organized, and
more complex responses, it is important for teachers
to remind them to continue practicing typing and
identifying the desired characters or phonetic
spellings.
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= Teachers should encourage students to familiarize
themselves with the digital platform used when
completing the free-response questions on exam day,
including the use of a different keyboard.

= With story narrations, students struggle to apply a variety
of vocabulary and sentence structures to describe the
pictures. As a result, they fail to provide a full story with
details and elaboration. To address these challenges:

¢ Students should build vocabulary in contexts related
to course themes. Instead of relying on isolated
vocabulary lists, teachers should focus on students'

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

acquisition of contextualized vocabulary through
authentic and pedagogical sources. One way to build
this contextual vocabulary is through the building

of, and continued reference to, the class vocabulary
bank that teachers and students began at the start
of the course.

Teachers can provide scenarios of everyday life
that require students to use new vocabulary and
sentence structures to solve daily problems in the
target language.
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UNIT :
) Science and Technology

MODE
Interpretive Listening
and Reading

TASK TYPES: AUDIO REPORT, CONVERSATION, ARTICLE, ARTICLE AND
% CHART, PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL

SKILL CATEGORY 1 SKILL 1.B

Comprehend written
texts, audio, and
visualizations of data.

Interpret meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

1.B.5
Determine the meaning of words and phrases using textual cues.

SKILL1.C

Synthesize and infer meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

1.C.1
Connect information within or across sources.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 62

Return to Table of Contents
© 2026 College Board



Science and Technology

( UNIT

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Sample Activity

Audio Report

Provide students with sentence starters that prompt them to make inferences about the
source.

Combine students into small groups to discuss an open-ended topic related to the
concepts in the source.

Have students work in partners or groups to adapt the content to fit their own cultural
contexts and present it to the class.

Conversation

Provide students with categories of information to listen for, and ask them to record what
specific details they heard in the conversation and what they can infer.

Pair students to engage in an unstructured, timed conversation about a recommended
instructional context for the unit.

Have students identify how the speakers use language to convey social and cultural norms.

Article

Model annotation strategies to note more advanced rhetorical concepts, such as the
author's purpose, the organizational structure of the article, or cultural inferences.

Ask students to draft, peer review, and send a formal email requesting additional
information to the author or someone knowledgeable about the topic.

Have students create a headline for the article that captures a cultural perspective, and
then ask them to explain it to their peers.

Article and Chart

Share the chart with students first, and ask them to develop ideas about the topic of the
paired sources before they read the article.

Have students create mind maps to visually represent how the concepts in the article and
chart relate to one another.

Discuss how the subjects presented could relate to the other cultural contexts students
have studied during the course.

Promotional Material

Highlighted
Learning
Objectives

Ask students to summarize the information in the source based on vocabulary and
contextual clues.

Have students write to the author of the promotional material, indicating their interest in or
opinion of what is being promoted.

Engage students in discussion about whether the promoted material is culturally
comparable to their own culture.

Sample Activity

1.B.5: Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases using textual
cues.

Have students research technical innovations in the target language, focusing on one
product in particular. Ask them to underline a word or phrase in their chosen product's
description and write a definition in their own words, citing the textual evidence that
supports its meaning.
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UNIT )

Science and Technology

28

MODE
Presentational Writing

TASK TYPE: STORY NARRATION

SKILL CATEGORY 2

Speak and write in
interpersonal and

presentational contexts.

P28

SKILL 2.A

Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.A3
Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

SKILL2.C

Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.c.3
Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.

SKILL 2.D

Apply organizational and rhetorical strategies.

SKILL CATEGORY 3

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.D.2

Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative pronouns, pronoun referents,
conjunctions, transitions) to effectively convey and connect ideas.

SKILL 3.A
Demonstrate cultural i e
understanding. Make connections within and across cultures.
LEARNING OBJECTIVE
3.A.1
Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives.
AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 64
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TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

Story Narration Show students a piece of art and ask them to tell a story about what is happening.

Organize students into groups of four and have each student draw one picture. Then ask
the other members of the group to write or tell a story about each of the images.

Provide images from the target culture and ask students to research and write a story
about the images' history.

Highlighted

Learning

Objectives Sample Activity

2.C.3: Use examples Provide students with sources on innovations and emerging technologies in the target
to provide advice or culture. Have pairs of students first discuss the relevant pros and cons and then write
information and to an op-ed stating whether the innovation should be adopted, using cohesive devices to
explain opinions or organize and connect their ideas.

emotions.

2.D.2: Use a variety of
cohesive devices (e.g.,
relative pronouns,
pronoun referents,
conjunctions,
transitions) to
effectively convey and
connectideas.
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UNIT )

Science and Technology

28

MODE
Interpersonal Writing

TASK TYPE: EMAIL RESPONSE

SKILL CATEGORY 2

Speak and write in
interpersonal and

presentational contexts.

SKILL 2.A

Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.A4
Adopt an appropriate register for the intended audience and situation.

SKILL 2.B

Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.B.1
Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

SKILL2.C

Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.c.3
Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.

SKILL 2.D

Apply organizational and rhetorical strategies.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.D.2

Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative pronouns, pronoun referents,
conjunctions, transitions) to effectively convey and connect ideas.
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SKILL CATEGORY 3

Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives

Science and Technology
LEARNING OBJECTIVE

SKILL3.A



UNIT )

4

TEACHER TALK

Science and Technology

Task Type Sample Activity

Email Response Introduce transitional phrases and encourage students to use them in their writing.

Ask students to respond to the prompt from the perspective of a famous figure in the
target culture.

Have students research a cultural topic and write an email to a friend about what they
learned.
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LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

UNIT 5

Contemporary
Life

o ~19-21

CLASS PERIODS
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AP

Remember to go to AP Classroom
to assign students the online
Progress Checks for this unit.

Whether assigned as homework or
completed in class, the Progress
Checks provide each student with
immediate feedback related to this
unit's topics and skills.

Progress Check 5
Multiple-choice: ~35 questions
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UNIT
( ) “19-21 CLASS PERIODS

ESSENTIAL

QUESTIONS

= How has contemporary
life changed in the last
20 years? BIRATETERL
EZTFRBFAER?
| RREFEBE_TF
REES ?

= Whatimpact do cultural
values and traditions
have on contemporary
life? SXALMMEA R i Gexd
RAMNEERTAZME ?
| SLBEUAR AR
ENEFEHELE?

= Whatinfluences one's
interpretation and
perception of what is
valued in contemporary
life? 2t 2%0 7T A
XN AETEREZEMIN
BE? | RITERET A
PRREFHREESEY
HEZE?

>

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

3/
Contemporary Life

Developing Understanding

This unit explores themes related to contemporary life in Chinese-speaking communities,
which provides a meaningful context for students in which to work on increasingly nuanced
linguistic and cultural concepts as they expand their academic vocabulary. While the unit's
primary thematic focus is Contemporary Life, other recommended instructional contexts
may also be incorporated. For example, students could:

= Investigate how cultural perspectives and traditions relate to contemporary life

= Consider how a country's culture affects public life

= Explore how popular culture influences contemporary life
RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS

= Education and Career {8 5HR\ | #(5 LR %

= Entertainment and Media {2 R S | (R gLy pE

= Food and Health AR S5 | SR REEE

= Pop Culture #7131k | FiTXk

= Sports and Leisure {58 S5{kiA | B& & R

= Travel and Tourism FRIFES N | HRibFELE N
OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS

= Innovations and Emerging Technologies ST 5 & 4R | AlETEL T ERR

= Personal Technology and Communication ™ ARHE 5B | BARHLEREA

= Science in Everyday Life B E4AFTHNE | BEAFHHR S

= Societal Impacts of Science and Technology RHY XS | REHT SN E

= Beauty and Aesthetics 5 | EHEE

= Fashion and Design i & 5% 11 | BFis ELE% 5T

= Visual and Performing Arts I i 5REZAR | 1RE R EEST
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UNIT )

Contemporary Life

5

Building Course Skills

In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

= 1.C.2: Synthesize meaning to draw logical conclusions.
= 1.C.3: Infer implied meaning through context.

Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic
task types, including Audio and Chart, Instructional Guidance,
Presentation, Correspondence, and Literary Text. Using these
sources, students engage with a variety of vocabulary related
to the unit's topics and themes.

In this unit, students also build interpersonal and
presentational speaking skills, focusing on the following
learning objectives:

= 2.A.1: Use a variety of grammatical structures.
= 2.A.2:Use a variety of vocabulary.
= 2.A.3:Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

= 2.A.4: Adopt an appropriate register for the intended
audience and situation.

= 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as
circumlocution and paraphrasing.

= 2.B.2: Monitor language production; recognize errors and
attempt self-correction in spoken exchanges.

= 2.B.3: Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a
variety of speakers of the target language.

= 2.B.4: Use an appropriate rate of speech and effective
intonation patterns.

= 2.C.1: Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

= 2.C.2: Use research strategies to gather information and
evidence.

= 2.C.3: Use examples to provide advice or information and
to explain opinions or emotions.

= 2.C.4: Integrate information from multiple sources to
develop and support a position or perspective.

= 2.C.5: Reference and cite sources appropriately.

= 2.D.1: Apply an appropriate organizational structure.

= 2.D.2:Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative
pronouns, pronoun referents, conjunctions, transitions) to
effectively convey and connect ideas.

= 3.A.1: Describe cultural products, practices, and
perspectives.

= 3.A.2: Compare cultural products, practices, and
perspectives among distinct communities.

= 3.A.3: Reflect on the significance of cultural products,
practices, and perspectives.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to
engage in the Interpersonal and Presentational modes in the
following ways:

= Engaging with authentic texts helps students acquire
idiomatic expressions and culturally appropriate registers
while developing strategies to maintain comprehensible,
coherent interaction, preparing them to navigate
spontaneous interpersonal conversations that reflect
real-world cultural norms.

= Interacting with cultural resources builds students’ ability
to synthesize diverse perspectives and express them in
cohesive cultural presentations.

Preparing for the AP Exam

In this unit, students complete multiple-choice questions
with Audio and Chart, Instructional Guidance, Presentation,
Correspondence, and Literary Text task types. These
questions closely align to the level of complexity students will
see on the AP Exam.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE - MULTIPLE CHOICE
= Students find listening to authentic instructional

guidance and presentations challenging: the speed of
delivery by native speakers, the speaker’'s presentational
style or dialect, and background sounds may interfere
with understanding. The content itself may also be
challenging. Teachers can prepare students by providing
numerous opportunities to listen to a wide variety of
audio sources in the target language, ideally providing
key interdisciplinary vocabulary ahead of time. Teachers
should teach strategies for taking notes while listening
and encourage students to identify main ideas and
supporting details. Students can listen to the source
multiple times, with the teacher pausing occasionally to
check for student understanding.

= In correspondence, students have difficulty with
comprehension. To address this challenge, students
can chunk the text into small segments and work in
small groups to discuss and summarize each chunk of
text. Students can then identify and explain challenging
vocabulary and add them to the class vocabulary bank.
Students can also create questions and ask other
small groups to respond. These groups can review the
responses together. As students’ skills improve, they can
be asked to discuss, summarize, and respond to larger
portions of the text, working their way up to responding to
the full letter.
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In this unit, students also prepare for the Project Presentation
and Project Q&A free-response questions on the AP Exam.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE - FREE RESPONSE

= |n the Project Q&A, students may not completely respond
to the question or may speak about topics that were not
a part of the question. Teachers should provide practice
strategies for noting all of the content of the questions
and responding completely.

= Students should not overuse memorized stock phrases.
For example, "What a good question,” “Let me think
for a minute,” and "Just a second” may be appropriate
to use occasionally, but such phrases should not be

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

relied on for each turn in the conversation. Teachers
should encourage students to use the full 40 seconds
to respond.

Teachers should remind students that during the Project
Q&A, they need to pay attention to register and avoid
shifting registers during their responses.

For both speaking tasks, teachers should remind
students to monitor their language production and self-
correct if they realize they have made a mistake. They are
not penalized for doing so on the exam.

For all tasks in this unit, students need to continue to
focus on providing details and elaboration.
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UNIT :
) Contemporary Life

MODE
Interpretive Listening
and Reading

TASK TYPES: AUDIO AND CHART, INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDANCE,
% PRESENTATION, CORRESPONDENCE, LITERARY TEXT

SKILL CATEGORY 1 SKILL 1.C

Comprehend written
texts, audio, and
visualizations of data.

Synthesize and infer meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

1.C.2
Synthesize meaning to draw logical conclusions.

1.c.3
Infer implied meaning through context.
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TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Sample Activity

Audio and Chart

Use targeted listening comprehension activities to help students first focus on the overall
message and then on specific facts from a variety of audio texts, such as podcasts,
interviews, and news reports.

Have students summarize the content of one source using the structure of the other
source (e.g., write a summary or dialogue about data represented on a graph or create a
chart based on information from a news report).

Ask students to find reliable data on their own communities on the same topic, compare it
with the presented data, and share with the class.

Instructional Guidance

Consider using different formats of instructional sources, including recipes and how-to
videos, that relate to cultural topics.

Invite students to create their own instructions for completing a task related to the
recommended contexts and then present them to the class. Have their classmates ask
follow-up questions.

Have students identify cultural products, practices, or perspectives in an instructional
guidance source and then compare these to products, practices, or perspectives in their
own communities.

Presentation

With students, listen to the audio source twice, focusing first on the general theme and
then on supporting details.

Have students create an infographic representing the information shared in the presentation
source.

Ask students to research 2-3 cultural products, practices, or perspectives mentioned in
the source. In a gallery walk, students explain how one of these products, practices, or
perspectives challenged or reinforced their understanding of the target-language-speaking
world.

Correspondence

Highlight examples of rhetorical devices and ask students to discuss how they engage readers.

Ask students to write an original correspondence and respond to one another.

Have students write a correspondence to historical or contemporary figures in the target
culture.

Literary Text

Build vocabulary by selecting texts that contain idiomatic expressions and asking students
to generate different contexts in which the same expressions could be used.

Ask students to write the text or a portion of the text from a different perspective, such as
from the point of view of a different character in the text or of someone in popular culture.

Have students investigate cultural products, practices, and perspectives associated with
the text and reflect on their influence on the text.
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Highlighted
Learning
Objectives Sample Activity
1.C.2: Synthesize Assign an article or literary text and have groups propose possible conclusions that can
meaning to draw be drawn from the text. Read the conclusions aloud while students move to different areas
logical conclusions. of the room to indicate whether they agree or disagree with the conclusions. In a class
1.C.3: Infer implied discussion, have students justify their positions with specific evidence from the source.
meaning through
context.
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MODE
Presentational Speaking

TASK TYPE: PROJECT PRESENTATION

P28

SKILL 2.A

Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.A.1
Use a variety of grammatical structures.

2.A.2
Use a variety of vocabulary.

2.A3
Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

2.A.4
Adopt an appropriate register for the intended audience and situation.

SKILL 2.B

Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.B.2

Monitor language production; recognize errors and attempt self-correction in spoken
exchanges.

2.B.3

Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a variety of speakers of the target
language.

2.8.4
Use an appropriate rate of speech and effective intonation patterns.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

SKILL CATEGORY 2

Speak and write in
interpersonal and
presentational contexts.
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) Contemporary Life

SKILL 2.C

Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.C.1
Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

2.Cc.2
Use research strategies to gather information and evidence.

2.c.3
Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.

2.C4

Integrate information from multiple sources to develop and support a position or
perspective.

2.C.5
Reference and cite sources appropriately.

SKILL 2.D

Apply organizational and rhetorical strategies.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.D.1
Apply an appropriate organizational structure.

2.D.2

Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative pronouns, pronoun referents,
conjunctions, transitions) to effectively convey and connect ideas.
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SKILL CATEGORY 3

Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives
Compare cultural products, practices, and perspectives among distinct communities

Contemporary Life
SKILL3.A
LEARNING OBJECTIVE



UNIT )

Contemporary Life

28

MODE
Interpersonal Speaking

TASK TYPE: PROJECT Q&A

SKILL CATEGORY 2

Speak and write in
interpersonal and

presentational contexts.

SKILL 2.A

Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.A.1
Use a variety of grammatical structures.

2.A.2
Use a variety of vocabulary.

2.A3
Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

2.A.4
Adopt an appropriate register for the intended audience and situation.

SKILL 2.B

Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.B.1
Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

2.B.2

Monitor language production; recognize errors and attempt self-correction in spoken
exchanges.

2.B.3
Use pronunciation that is comprehensible to a variety of the target language.

2.B.4
Use an appropriate rate of speech and effective intonation patterns.
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SKILL 2.C

Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions. %

SKILL 3.A SKILL CATEGORY 3

Demonstrate cultural

Make connections within and across cultures. 3
understanding.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

Compare cultural products, practices, and perspectives among distinct communities.

Reflect on the significance of cultural products, practices, and perspectives.
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TEACHER TALK

Highlighted

Learning

Objectives Sample Activity

2.A.2: Use a variety of Provide students with a prompt related to contemporary life in the target culture (e.g.,
vocabulary. education, food, or leisure). In pairs, have them research the topic using multiple sources
2.C.2: Use research and then create a short, spoken response that incorporates evidence from their findings
strategies to gather and uses clear organization and varied vocabulary.

information and

evidence.

2.C.3: Use examples
to provide advice or
information and to
explain opinions or
emotions.

2.C.4: Integrate
information from
multiple sources

to develop and
support a position or
perspective.

2.C.5: Reference
and cite sources
appropriately.

2.D.1: Apply

an appropriate
organizational
structure.

NOTE: There are no Teacher Talk activities specific to the Project Presentation and Project Q&A in this unit. See the Project Manual
for activities related to the course project.
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LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

UNIT 6

Global
Contexts

o) ~19-21

CLASS PERIODS
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AP

Remember to go to AP Classroom
to assign students the online
Progress Checks for this unit.

Whether assigned as homework or
completed in class, the Progress
Checks provide each student with
immediate feedback related to this
unit's topics and skills.

Progress Check 6
Multiple-choice: ~35 questions
Free-response: 2 questions

= Story Narration

= Email Response
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ESSENTIAL

QUESTIONS

= How do global
phenomena impact
Chinese-speaking
communities? ZE I
SEREIB RSN
X? | 2BMREEEY
BB HHE ?

= What role do individuals
play in understanding
and responding to
global phenomena?
T FRAE N 2RI
SHE, PABHAE
M7 | ETRIEERER
MER L@, BARTE
3=k

= How do complex issues
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Global Contexts

Developing Understanding

This final unit explores how the lives of Chinese-speaking people are affected by the world
around them. Engaging with the primary theme of Global Contexts encourages students
to use more sophisticated vocabulary and sentence structure as they continue to refine
their language skills and understanding of cultural concepts. The unit also connects to other
recommended instructional contexts. For example, students could:

= |nvestigate how global phenomena affect individual families and communities

= Explore how individuals can influence the world around them

= Suggest possible solutions that address contemporary global challenges
RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS

= Global Communication EFR3z7 | BIFE3I7R

= Natural World B R | BAHR

= History 55 | B2

= Policy and Planning B3 5% | BUskELR &)

= Transportation 32 @izk | 3B ER
OTHER RECOMMENDED INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXTS

= Education and Career (& SHR\ | HE HE#E

= Entertainment and Media 2 R 55 | {RgLELi5 A

= Food and Health AR S5@&kR | SRR EEER

= Innovations and Emerging Technologies €35 4R | Al B EmpaHy

= Personal Technology and Communication ™ ARHE 58I | BARLEREA

#ERk ? . . N WS i
= Societal Impacts of Science and Technology BTt SR | REETENFE
= Community Activities 3 X ;&5 | 1HEEE)
= Family Relationships REXZ | REMF
= Social Interactions and Relationships £ F 5 ARFE R | HETEE AR
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UNIT
) Global Contexts

6

Building Course Skills

In this unit, students build skills in interpreting audio and print
sources, focusing on the following learning objectives:

= 1.A.1:Identify supporting or relevant details.

= 1.A.2:Identify data points, patterns, and trends.

= 1.B.1: Determine the main idea, theme, or purpose.

= 1.B.2: Determine the intended audience.

= 1.B.3: Determine the point(s) of view, perspective(s), tone,
or attitude.

= 1.B.4: Identify organizing and/or rhetorical structures and/
or strategies.

= 1.B.5: Determine the meaning of words and phrases using
textual cues.

= 1.C.1: Connect information within or across sources.
= 1.C.2: Synthesize meaning to draw logical conclusions.
= 1.C.3: Infer implied meaning through context.

Students strengthen these skills using a variety of authentic
task types, including Audio and Chart, Audio Report,
Conversation, Article, and Article and Chart. Using these
sources, students engage with a variety of vocabulary related
to the unit's topics and themes.

In this unit, students also build interpersonal and
presentational writing skills, focusing on the following learning
objectives:

= 2.A.1:Use a variety of grammatical structures.

= 2.A.2:Use a variety of vocabulary.

= 2.A.3: Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

= 2.A.4: Adopt an appropriate register for the intended
audience and situation.

= 2.B.1: Use communication strategies such as
circumlocution and paraphrasing.

= 2.B.5: Use standard conventions of written language (e.g.,
capitalization, orthography, accents, punctuation).

= 2.C.1: Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

= 2.C.3: Use examples to provide advice or information and
to explain opinions or emotions.

= 2.C.5: Reference and cite sources appropriately.
= 2.D.1: Apply an appropriate organizational structure.

= 2.D.2: Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative
pronouns, pronoun referents, conjunctions, transitions) to
effectively convey and connectideas.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

= 3.A.1: Describe cultural products, practices, and
perspectives.

= 3.A.2: Compare cultural products, practices, and
perspectives among distinct communities.

= 3.A.3: Reflect on the significance of cultural products,
practices, and perspectives.

Practice in the Interpretive mode prepares students to
engage in the Interpersonal and Presentational modes in the
following ways:

= Listening to and reading authentic materials prepares
students by integrating accurate language use, cohesive
organization, effective communication strategies, and
culturally relevant details to produce clear and engaging
narratives.

= Exploring how global themes are represented across
target-language communities helps students prepare
to engage in interpersonal tasks authentically and
appropriately.

Preparing for the AP Exam

In this final unit, students complete multiple-choice questions
in the Interpretive mode, using the Audio and Chart, Audio
Report, Conversation, Article, and Article and Chart task types.
Many skills acquired through these multiple-choice questions
will be transferable to other task types on the exam.

AREAS OF CHALLENGE - MULTIPLE CHOICE

= Students find listening to audio reports and conversations
difficult because they must process a high amount of
information in a short amount of time. Teachers can help
students build these skills by incorporating timed practice
that mirrors exam conditions, encouraging students to
listen first for the main idea and then refine their notes for
supporting details on a second listen.

= Students find working with articles and charts challenging
because they need to deeply engage with the content
of both sources. Teachers can support students by
modeling how to unpack all the information provided and
guide their understanding with leading questions.

Students demonstrate interpersonal and presentational
writing skills by completing full Email Response and Story
Narration free-response questions. They apply their
understanding of academic vocabulary in two written
responses and enhance clarity by using effective transitions.
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AREAS OF CHALLENGE - FREE RESPONSE
= Students should practice the writing tasks for the Email
Response and Story Narration free-response questions
throughout the year. As students prepare for both writing
questions on the AP Exam, teachers should encourage
students to:

+ Create an outline to organize their ideas before
writing

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

6

¢ Use standard conventions for written language and
consistently use the selected writing system while

writing

+ Leave time to review and revise their work, paying
careful attention to mechanics (teachers can provide
a checklist of basic punctuation, spelling, and

grammatical issues)
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MODE
Interpretive Listening
and Reading

TASK TYPES: AUDIO AND CHART, AUDIO REPORT, CONVERSATION,
ARTICLE, ARTICLE AND CHART

SKILL CATEGORY 1
Comprehend written
texts, audio, and
visualizations of data.

SKILL1.A

Recognize explicit meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

1.A.1
Identify supporting or relevant details.

1.A.2
Identify data points, patterns, and trends.

SKILL1.B

Interpret meaning.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

1.B.1
Determine the main idea, theme, or purpose.

1.B.2
Determine the intended audience.

1.B.3
Determine the point(s) of view, perspective(s), tone, or attitude.

1.B.4
Identify organizing and/or rhetorical structures and/or strategies.

1.B.5
Determine the meaning of words and phrases using textual cues.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework

Return to Table of Contents
© 2026 College Board

| 88



AN

o 0T
© =3
om
— 2
o9
502
—
2 Oov
= D 09
=z ESS
© ©©
= SIS
Lo
L +
i 0 c
35
S %
O g

Connect information within or across sources
Synthesize meaning to draw logical conclusions

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Global Contexts
SKILL1.C
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Global Contexts

TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Sample Activity

Audio and Chart

Pair audio sources with different representations of data, including charts, graphs,
infographics, and tables.

Ask student pairs to role-play an interview in which they discuss the concepts presented in
the sources.

Invite students to research the cultural context that is mentioned in the audio source and/or
data and present their findings to the class.

Audio Report

Divide longer audio reports into chunks and ask students to describe what the speaker
says in detail.

Ask students to respond to an open-ended question in which they use information from
the source to support their answers.

Bring artifacts that are connected to the audio (e.g., photos, newspaper clippings, objects,
and schedules) and have students discuss the connections.

Conversation

Discuss what information can be inferred from listening to a speaker’s tone or register.

Ask students to role-play as different characters across a range of social standings,
institutional roles, and age groups to practice interpersonal communication using the
appropriate register.

Have students write an informal letter to someone from the conversation to ask about
cultural topics.

Article

Ask students to annotate a text. Then partner students and have them compare their
annotations and identify concepts the other may have missed.

Divide students into groups and ask each group to read a separate article. Then have
students form new groups to share the information from their article with students who
read different articles.

Have students research a cultural topic related to the article and then write an outline of
their findings.

Article and Chart

Have students write sample questions that focus on synthesizing content from the two
sources.

Pair students for a timed, unstructured conversation during which they can react to the
information in the source.

Have students research on their own to find additional data that is related to the chart. Ask
them to describe (either in writing or speaking) which sources they find most reliable and
why.
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%)

Highlighted

Learning

Objectives Sample Activity

1.C.1: Connect Assign each student in a pair a different source on a global contexts theme. After reading,
information within or partners share key ideas from their texts and discuss how the sources connect. Ask each
SSSSSSSSSSSSSS pair to synthesize their discussion into one conclusion or inference supported by both
1.C.2: Synthesize sources and present it to the class.

meaning to draw
logical conclusions.
1.C.3: Infer implied
meaning through
context.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description
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UNIT
) Global Contexts

MODE
Presentational Writing

TASK TYPE: STORY NARRATION

P28

SKILL CATEGORY 2 SKILL 2.A
Speak and write in
interpersonal and
presentational contexts.

Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.A1
Use a variety of grammatical structures.

2.A.2
Use a variety of vocabulary.

2.A3
Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

SKILL 2.B

Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.B.1
Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

2.B.5

Use standard conventions of written language (e.g., capitalization, orthography,
accents, punctuation).

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 92
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SKILL 2.C

Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.

Reference and cite sources appropriately.

SKILL 2.D

Apply organizational and rhetorical strategies.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Apply an appropriate organizational structure.

Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative pronouns, pronoun referents,
conjunctions, transitions) to effectively convey and connect ideas.

SKILL3.A

Make connections within and across cultures.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

Compare cultural products, practices, and perspectives among distinct communities.

Reflect on the significance of cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

2

SKILL CATEGORY 3

Demonstrate cultural
understanding.

Course Framework | 93
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TEACHER TALK

Task Type

Sample Activity

Story Narration

Highlighted
Learning
Objectives

Provide students with an image from the news and have them tell a story about it.

Share four unrelated images with students and guide them to collaborate on a story.

Have students research and retell a historical story from the target culture in a modern
format.

Sample Activity

2.D.2: Use a variety of
cohesive devices (e.g.,
relative pronouns,
pronoun referents,
conjunctions,
transitions) to
effectively convey and
connectideas.

3.A.1: Describe
cultural products,
practices, and
perspectives.

3.A.2: Compare
cultural products,
practices, and
perspectives among
distinct communities.
3.A.3: Reflect on the
significance of cultural
products, practices,
and perspectives.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

Provide students with two brief, thematically related sources pertaining to global
contexts—one print source and one visualization of data. Have them write a short
paragraph comparing a cultural product or practice from each source and explaining

how these reflect cultural perspectives. The paragraph should use cohesive devices and
integrate evidence from both sources. Ask students to exchange drafts with a partner and
provide feedback on clarity and depth of cultural analysis.

Course Framework
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MODE
Interpersonal Writing

TASK TYPE: EMAIL RESPONSE

P28

SKILL 2.A

Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Use a variety of grammatical structures.

Use a variety of vocabulary.

Use idiomatic and culturally relevant expressions.

Adopt an appropriate register for the intended audience and situation.

SKILL 2.B

Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Use communication strategies such as circumlocution and paraphrasing.

Use standard conventions of written language (e.g., capitalization, orthography,
accents, punctuation).

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

SKILL CATEGORY 2

Speak and write in
interpersonal and
presentational contexts.
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23

SKILL 2.C

Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.c.1
Express ideas, preferences, and opinions.

2.c.3
Use examples to provide advice or information and to explain opinions or emotions.

SKILL 2.D

Apply organizational and rhetorical strategies.

SKILL CATEGORY 3

Demonstrate cultural
understanding.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

2.D.1
Apply an appropriate organizational structure.

2.D.2

Use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g., relative pronouns, pronoun referents,
conjunctions, transitions) to effectively convey and connect ideas.

SKILL 3.A

Make connections within and across cultures.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

3.A.1
Describe cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

3.A.2
Compare cultural products, practices, and perspectives among distinct communities.

3.A3
Reflect on the significance of cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 96
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TEACHER TALK

Task Type Sample Activity

Email Response After students write an email response, introduce the scoring guidelines and have students
use them to assess each other's work, providing rubric-based feedback. When student
samples from previous exam years are available, incorporate those as models for scoring
practice.

Have students peer edit a classmate’'s email response, ensuring that their partner uses the
correct register, answers all questions the writer poses, and provides sufficient supporting
details.

Ask students to write an email in the format of the email response and then have a partner
respond to it.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Course Framework | 97
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Exam Overview

The AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam assesses student understanding of the skills and learning
objectives outlined in the course framework. The exam is around 1 hour and 50 minutes long and includes
4 free-response questions and 55 multiple-choice questions. The details of the exam, including exam weighting

and timing, can be found below.

Number of Exam
Section Question Type Questions Weighting Timing
I Free-response questions 4 50% 40-45 minutes
Question 1: Project 20%
Presentation
Question 2: Project Q&A 15%
(4 questions) °
Question 3: Story Narration 7.5%
P(guestlon 4: Email 7 5%
esponse
I Multiple-choice questions 55 50% 65 minutes
Part A: Listening 25 25% 25 minutes
Part B: Reading 30 25% 40 minutes
The exam assesses skills developed in each of the six thematic units:

1. Families and Communities

2. Language and Culture

3. Art and Creativity

4. Science and Technology

5. Contemporary Life

6. Global Contexts

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description Exam Information | 101
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How Student Learning Is
Assessed on the AP Exam

All three AP Chinese Language and Culture skill categories are assessed on the AP Exam in the multiple-choice and
free-response sections as detailed below.

Skill Category

Multiple-Choice Section

Free-Response Section

Skill Category 1:
Comprehend
written texts, audio,
and visualizations
of data.

Comprehension of text, audio, and images,
including visualizations of data, is assessed in
every multiple-choice question set.

The skills associated with comprehension
of text, audio, and images, including
visualizations of data, are not directly
assessed in free-response questions.

Skill Category 2:
Speak and write
ininterpersonal
and presentational
contexts.

The skills associated with speaking and
writing in interpersonal and presentational
contexts are not assessed in the multiple-
choice questions section.

The speaking free-response questions
Project Presentation and Project Q&A
assess speaking, in both presentational and
interpersonal contexts, respectively; the
writing free-response questions Story
Narration and Email Response assess

the skills associated with writing, in both
presentational and interpersonal contexts,
respectively.

Skill Category 3:
Demonstrate
cultural
understanding.

The skills associated with demonstrating
cultural understanding are not directly
assessed in the multiple-choice questions;
however, the content selections of the
multiple-choice section are cultural and/or
interdisciplinary in nature.

The speaking and writing free-response
questions assess students’ understanding of
cultural products, practices, and perspectives.
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Section I: Free-Response
This section of the AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam includes four free-response questions. Each question is
scored on an analytic rubric. (See the scoring guidelines on pages 115-122 and 131-139.)

Question 1: Project Presentation: This free-response question requires students to research the project topic
thatis published in January of the exam year and deliver a presentation about what they learned in their research.
During the exam, students are allotted 3 minutes to prepare and 3 minutes to deliver their presentation. In addition
to language control and forming a coherent discourse, students are asked to demonstrate cultural understanding in
describing and explaining the specified cultural practices, products, and perspectives.

Students are assessed on their ability to:

= Respond fully to the prompt, explaining at least three factors with relevant details

= Provide specific examples from their research that show the relationship between cultural perspectives and
cultural products/practices

= Organize their presentation logically and include words and phrases that naturally enhance the flow of the
presentation

= Use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as culturally relevant expressions

= Deliver their presentation clearly and confidently, with appropriate pacing, intonation, and pronunciation so their
audience can understand them without effort

Question 2: Project Q&A: This free-response question requires students to participate in a simulated question-and-
answer session with a recorded interlocutor about their Project Presentation. After an introduction, the interlocutor
poses four questions to students. Students are allotted 40 seconds to respond in each turn.

Students are assessed on their ability to:

= Respond appropriately to each question, addressing the prompts with relevant and complete information

= Make a cultural comparison or reflect on the relationship between cultural perspectives and cultural products/
practices in at least one response

= Use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as culturally relevant expressions

= Speak with clear pronunciation. Maintain a natural pace and intonation so that their responses are fluid,
automatic, and easily understood

Question 3: Story Narration: This free-response question requires students to write a complete and coherent
story based on the sequence of four provided pictures. The story narration task asks students to demonstrate
their ability to produce paragraph-level discourse with linguistic accuracy.
Students are assessed on their ability to:

= Narrate a complete story consistent with all four pictures, including relevant details

= QOrganize their story logically and use words and phrases that enhance the flow of the story

= Use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as culturally relevant expressions

Question 4: Email Response: This free-response question requires students to compose a reply in Chinese to an
email received from a friend or member of the community. In their response, students must address all the questions
and/or requests posed in the email, using language in a culturally appropriate manner. This writing task asks students
to demonstrate their skills in deriving meaning from the text and responding in an appropriate manner based on the
specified situation and cultural context.

Students are assessed on their ability to:
= Respond to both requests for information, providing relevant details and examples
= Organize their email logically and use words and phrases that enhance the flow of the email

= Use culturally relevant expressions and a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures while maintaining an
appropriate register
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Section II: Multiple-Choice

This section of the AP Chinese Language and Culture exams includes 55 multiple-choice questions presented in
11 multiple-choice question sets. Each multiple-choice set includes five questions and one or two audio or written
texts. Part A (Listening) contains five different multiple-choice question set task types. Part B (Reading) contains six
multiple-choice question sets across five different task types that can vary each year. The following chart lays out
the different types of task types and the number of question sets included on the exam. Question sets within each
part may appear in any order on the exam.

Number of Total Number Total Number of

Question Type Task Types Sets Questions
Part A: Listening Audio and Chart 1
Audio Report 1 25
Conversation 1 )
Instructional Guidance 1 (5 items per set)
Presentation 1
Part B: Reading®  Article 0-2
Article and Chart 1-2 30
Correspondence 1-2 )
Literary Text 0-2 (5 items per set)
Promotional Material 1-2

*There will be six total multiple-choice question sets across five different task types for Part B: Reading. While the
number of multiple-choice question sets for each task type are represented as a range and will vary each year, there
will always be a total of 30 questions.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description
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Task Verbs Used in
Free-Response
Questions

The following task verbs are commonly used in the free-response questions:
Deliver a presentation: Speak to an audience.
Discuss: Talk about a topic by explaining ideas, perspectives, or details.

Explain: Provide information about how or why a relationship, pattern,
position, situation, or outcome occurs, using examples and/or evidence.

Imagine: Visualize ideas related to a stimulus or task.

Include: Incorporate required information or details.

Indicate sources: Show or point out the sources used.

Listen: Pay attention to spoken material to understand what is communicated.

Maintain a natural pace and intonation: Speak at a steady speed and let your
voice rise and fall to show meaning and feeling.

Maintain register: Consistently use the right level of formality in speech or
text.

Make a cultural comparison: Explain how two cultures are similar or different.
Narrate: Tell a story or describe events in the order they happened.
Organize: Arrange your ideas in a clear and logical order.

Prepare: Get ready by planning what you want to write or say.

Provide examples: Give specific information or details that help support your
point.

Read: Look at written material to understand what it says.
Record: Capture oral responses digitally.

Reflect on the relationship between cultural perspectives and cultural
products/practices: Consider what a culture’s actions and artifacts show
about what people in that culture believe or value.

Respond: Answer a question or react to a prompt.
Review: Look at content carefully.

Speak: Use your voice to produce a response.
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Type: Enter words, symbols, or characters by pressing keys on a keyboard.

Use all four pictures: Reference each of the four pictures that are presented
on the screen to complete the task.

Use language: Speak or write including a variety of words, expressions, and
grammatical structures appropriate to the context.

Write: Produce a response in writing.
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Sample Exam
Questions

The sample exam questions that follow illustrate the relationship between the course
framework and AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam and serve as examples of
the types of questions that appear on the exam. These sample questions do not
represent the full range and distribution of items and do not reflect the order of exam
questions on an official AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam. After the sample
questions is a table that shows which skills, learning objectives, and task types

each question assesses. The table also provides the answers to the multiple-choice
questions.

The sample exam questions include task types with audio. If using the downloadable
PDF version of this publication, the audio can be accessed by clicking the audio icon.
If using the print version, please visit AP Classroom for the audio. Scripts for audio are
presented in this publication for reference. They are not provided to students during
the exam.

Multiple-Choice

The following are examples of the kinds of multiple-choice questions found on the
exam. For each task type, the script is provided in both simplified and traditional
versions.

Questions 1 through 5 refer to the following.

) Transcript
Simplified:

(ADULT FEMALE) ZA574E, Dk EE BIE. B BIEGRINF I
TR ENREK EAR. FEHEEBIENEZ, BE—HEAG. HEE
P & HRF A EBET R MR N, ARA LN AR FESH
EEWMNEBE. IRBEERNIAZIE, BE=H. £BBER,
BRTRE, TEKRFITHEIE.

Traditional:

(ADULT FEMALE) &4, BUlk 2| EEZ8E. BE6ES AR
ER LNEEI EAZ. SEHEREENEE, A 18R, HEE
EREFHTREAE. BEE_BIRHEEN ARTULBAETEE

EEAMEAEEE. IRFEFHAEASRER, FE5=12. EEEER,

BRIFLE, NEXBFEHE.
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1. What does the speaker mainly talk about?
(A) General information about the library
(B) How to use the digital library
(C) A change in hours of operation

(D) Newly added free services

2. Who is the intended audience?
(A) Rare book collectors
(B) Researchers
(C) Tourists
(D) New students

3. According to the speaker, what service does the front desk offer?
(A) Technology support
(B) Research assistance
(C) Workshop registration
(D) Library card applications

4.  What does the speaker say can be found on the second floor?
(A) The reference desk
(B) Study rooms
(C) Computers
(D) Offices

5. At the end of the instructions, what does the speaker emphasize?
(A) Training sessions
(B) Proper behaviors
(C) Special facilities
(D) Contact methods

Questions 6 through 10 refer to the following.

This conversation is between two students, Mei and Jun. Jun sees his classmate Mei
in the school cafeteria at lunch and starts a conversation with her.

() Transcript

Simplified:

(JUN) 5K#8, TR Rl ik T 2 A 22K, HER.

(MEI) . EXHFBERIBOZESNFEAS, FHFE .
(JUN) ZHB.0e MRFESH T ATEDRTESIT, EFH—F.

(MED) BBALF T o B3, TMARMNESHRE A ZFRR, WAEEETL
Ao

(JUN) Rt <EZ 2 HE ?
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(MED) HE&EBFTENER. RNESBE/LNLEM LR, REEHESR
BAHITI

(JUN) ITEERZBDNA LR HABRIM—KEZER, IHEILES
A RERIBE S,

(MED) BBARBIFIRT o MNELFFEANTF BEREBIT, ERZ T .

Traditional:

(JUN) 5&18, BB EE T 24 gER, HER.

(MEI) ##. HERUAHABEOS2EGNFERS, S8R,
(JUN) plf L. IRSBAEHHTEEHFTEHIT, iEFH—=&.

(MEI) BALFT - HE, TEARMERIESEFRR, RELAEE
Ho

JUN) (RMFEFEEZ D EHE 7

(MED) FE&EATREELA. RPIESHRUEMETS, REELE
BulrEiE .

(JUN) A2 A T2, BAINE R —REFER, EEERE
A ARE (R 1PIR7E B

(MEI) BRARBBRT - MAELFHFEATF BIRHIT, BERZ T,

K

W

6. What is the conversation mainly about?
(A) Supporting an exchange program
(B) Organizing a class trip
(C) Hosting a school fundraiser

(D) Planning a school talent show

7. Why does Jun congratulate Mei?
(A) Because she was elected for an important role
(B) Because she received a good grade on a test
(C) Because she received a community award

(D) Because she was named an honor student

8.  What is Mei worried about?
(A) Preparing for a public speech
(B) Balancing her responsibilities
(C) Spending time with her friends
(D) Applying for a part-time job

9. What does Jun offer to do?
(A) Make a poster
(B) Draft a schedule
(C) Reach out to teachers

(D) Recruit volunteers
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10. How does Mei feel at the end of the conversation?
(A) Frustrated
(B) Confused
(C) Proud
(D) Relieved

Questions 11 through 15 refer to the following.
Simplified:

ZHAN D EER
WA REH

TR—REBHFEZRNT, RNEZAF TEXPERATF—EES,
MR IR SR, ATAFEL PR EIRIREAIRRAT . FAHTHEHXR
THURERRMERN R RMBHERE. RNEAEIRNNY, BEIL
EIRNE RS LLEENE. FESTH LHMEC AR K. RGN ER
1, BATAT A — L &S 2 RIfRIERAE DXEIHNE %
B MNRIRBET R ELF T !

EMBEE SR G, BATEE—EEMEEIH OMN—R P EIER
R BIMZE, INFEFRBLERT o RAVELFATLAAIRIA SR
Tl HREIERNBHREEME.

BARTHR !

(ES2e

Traditional:

BN EER
WA REH

g <

THE-—REHSEERT, HNEENF T EEER A TF—EEE.
sRR IRt & 2R, FTAR R AR SRR MRS HPHTEEXR
THUEAERRONRELEMUE R . RS EEWENE, EEX
HERMIEEGLLEENE. BJEEw LRMNELAER. NREEEM
i, AT A — LA ENREE. <RIRRAFE LXERANERE
B ARIRREF R ELF T |
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EREERTE B AR, MAER—EIMEEY P ON—KPRE
Ro EH &, EEBERELERT . MMELF AT LUSIZ RS ISR
T8l RBIERMBREEWE.

i

B
=

>l

NTEFR |

o

11. Why did Jialing send the email to Zhixiang?
(A) To invite Zhixiang to a community event
(B) To tell Zhixiang about a weekend plan
(C) To explain what Zhixiang missed at school
(D) To ask Zhixiang for help with a homework problem

12. Who is Li Yun?
(A) A student
(B) An author
(C) A store owner

(D) A restaurant server

13. Where will Jialing meet with Zhixiang?
(A) At]Jialing’s house
(B) Ata shopping center
(C) Ata Chinese restaurant
(D) Ata coffee shop

14. What will Jialing bring to the study session?
(A) Souvenirs from a trip
(B) Boxed lunches
(C) Her laptop
(D) Her study guide

15. According to the email, what is most likely true about the upcoming exam?
(A) It is the end-of-semester exam.
(B) It was rescheduled due to a holiday.
(C) It will include a group project.

(D) It can be taken online.
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Free-Response

The following are examples of two free-response questions found on the exam. For
more information on the other two free-response questions, see the Project Manual on
page 125.

Question 3: Story Narration

Imagine you are writing a story presented in the four pictures for a class assignment.
Use all four pictures to narrate a complete story that follows the order of the pictures.

In your story, you should:

= Narrate a complete story consistent with all four pictures, including relevant
details.

= Organize your story logically and use words and phrases that enhance the flow of
the story.

= Use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as culturally
relevant expressions.
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Question 4: Email Response
Read this email from Principal Liu. Type a response to the email.

In your email response, you should:

= Respond to both requests for information, providing relevant details and
examples.

= Organize your email logically and use words and phrases that enhance the flow
of the email.

= Use culturally relevant expressions and a variety of vocabulary and grammatical
structures while maintaining an appropriate register.

Simplified:

ZHAN AR
HRE R MBS IRIE

CHEN B ALF S

RERZASEERHREESNIES . HNERAESELE HCH
AIICFERIRIE. AT HEFENNFEIER, BIHTEFRESNIES
RIR RAERNFERFEMBIETIRIE ? AHA? B, EIEFE
HAagFak 7 gt !

Traditional:

BHEA: IRR
B MHERE  MRE S

PRSI &AL &

RERZ AHERMIELEESZNES . HMERRAES LR HH
AT RENRIE. BT MESEMNSRER, AT EMREZNES
iz. IRABERMBRINIEMPBIEESRIE? RTE? 5\, 2EES
BT ELTER ? S |
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Answer Key and Question
Alignment to Course Framework

Multiple-Choice Learning
Question Answer Skill Objective Task Type
1 A 1.B 1.B.1 Instructional Guidance
2 D 1.B 1.B.2 Instructional Guidance
3 D 1.A 1.A1 Instructional Guidance
4 C 1.A 1.A1 Instructional Guidance
5 B 1.C 1.C3 Instructional Guidance
6 D 1.B 1.B.1 Conversation
7 A 1A 1.A1 Conversation
8 B 1.C 1.C3 Conversation
9 A 1.A 1.A.1 Conversation
10 D 1.B 1.B.3 Conversation
11 B 1.B 1.B.1 Correspondence
12 A 1.C 1.C.1 Correspondence
13 D 1A 1.A1 Correspondence
14 C 1.A 1.A1 Correspondence
15 A 1.C 1.C.2 Correspondence
Free-Response Question Skills Instructional Context
Question 3: Story 2.A, 2.B,2.D Entertainment and
Narration Media
Question 4: Email 2.A,2B,2C,2D Linguistics

Response
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% AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Scoring Guidelines

Question 3: Story Narration 8 points

Imagine you are writing a story presented in the four pictures for a class assignment. Use all four pictures to narrate a complete story that follows the order of the pictures.

In your story, you should:
= Narrate a complete story consistent with all four pictures, including relevant details.
= Organize your story logically and use words and phrases that enhance the flow of the story.

= Use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as culturally relevant expressions.
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Reporting
Category

Scoring Criteria

Row A

Narrative "
Development

(0-3 points)

0 points
Does not respond to the prompt,

is completely irrelevant, oris a
restatement of the prompt.

Typical responses that do not earn
points:

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

Are so brief that no relevant
information can be conveyed, or
are in a language other than the
target language.

1 point

Narrates an incomplete story.

Produces a story that might be
inconsistent with the pictures.

Incorporates one to two pictures
into the narrative.

Provides minimal to no details.

2 points

Narrates a story that might be
incomplete.

Produces a story that is mostly
consistent with the pictures.
Incorporates at least three
pictures into the narrative.

Provides some details and/or
dialogue.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1
point:

Include only descriptions of the
pictures or lists of words with
little or no narration.

= Consist of vague descriptions

of characters and lack a clear
description of events.

Typical responses that earn 2
points:

Tell a complete story consistent
with the pictures but without
details and/or dialogue.

OR

Tell most of the story with the
relevant details and/or dialogue,
but the story is incomplete.
Create confusion due to

the omission of details or
descriptions.

3 points
= Narrates a complete story

consistent with the pictures.

= Integrates all four pictures into

the narrative.

Provides relevant details and/or
dialogue.

Typical responses that earn 3
points:

= Present clearly developed

characters and/or events
consistent with the pictures
while including relevant details.

Tell a narrative that would be
clear even without the images.
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Reporting

Scoring Criteria

Category
Row B 0 points 1 point 2 points
Organization = Lacks an organization or coherence that = Demonstrates some connection of ideas, but = Demonstrates an organizational structure with
(0-2 points) significantly impedes comprehension. progression of information might not always a logical progression of ideas and information

Typical responses that do not earn points:

= Are so brief that no relevant information can be
conveyed, or are in a language other than the
target language.

= Present information randomly, which renders
the story difficult to follow.

Additional Notes:

be logical or structured.

= Includes some cohesive devices, but the use
is limited or inappropriate for the context.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1 point:

= Contain parts that are easy to follow and parts
that are difficult to follow.

= Show some organizational structure but may
lack clear stages of the story (beginning,
middle, and end).

= Use a limited set of cohesive devices
repeatedly or omit cohesive devices entirely.

that enhances the comprehensibility of the
story.

= Effectively uses a variety of cohesive devices.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
= Are easy to follow throughout.

= Include clear stages of the story (beginning,
middle, and end).

= Use cohesive devices to enhance the flow of
the story.

= Cohesive devices are not limited to specific words or phrases but encompass a variety of strategies, such as the use of relative pronouns, pronoun
references, conjunctions, transitions, and any other elements that promote verbal organization and connection of ideas.

= A story that demonstrates limited language control but remains comprehensible and demonstrates organization can earn points in this row.
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Reporting

Scoring Criteria

Category
Row C 0 points 1 point 2 points 3 points
Language = Contains errors or limitations = Uses a limited set of vocabulary = Uses arange of vocabulary, = Uses a wide variety of
Control in grammar and vocabulary that precludes narration of the occasionally including words or vocabulary, including words or
(0-3 points) that significantly impede story. culturally relevant expressions culturally relevant expressions

comprehension.

= Demonstrates control of a
limited set of basic grammatical
structures.

= Contains errors that impede
comprehensibility.

appropriate to the topic of the
story.

Demonstrates control of a range
of basic grammatical structures.

Contains errors that occasionally
impede comprehensibility.

appropriate to the topic of the
story.

= Demonstrates control of
a variety of grammatical
structures.

= Does not contain errors that
impede comprehensibility.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 2
points:

= Use simple sentences and a few

Typical responses that earn 3
points:

= Use a variety of simple and

Typical responses that do not earn Typical responses that earn 1
points: point:
= Are incomprehensible or near = Use strings of simple or

incomprehensible due to
limitations in grammar and word
choice.

= Mostly contain contentin a
language other than the target
language.

fragmented sentences and
phrases.

= Use mostly high-frequency
vocabulary.

= Contain errors related to
grammar, word choice, or
written language conventions
(e.g., punctuation, orthography)
that frequently prevent

comprehension of the response.

compound sentences.

Use vocabulary that is
sometimes imprecise or does
not fully convey ideas.

Contain errors related to
grammar, word choice, or
written language conventions
(e.g., punctuation, orthography)
that occasionally prevent
comprehension of the response.

compound sentences.

= Use a variety of vocabulary,
sometimes even idioms, to fully
convey ideas.

= Do not contain errors related to
grammar, word choice, or written
language conventions (e.g.,
punctuation, orthography) that
prevent comprehension of the
response.
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Question 4: Email Response 8 points

Read this email from Principal Liu. Type a response to the email.
In your email response, you should:
= Respond to both requests for information, providing relevant details and examples.
= Organize your email logically and use words and phrases that enhance the flow of the email.

= Use culturally relevant expressions and a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures while maintaining an appropriate register.

Simplified:

ZHAN  RK
HREER - MBS IRE
PSR R R

RERS ABERAMIEZEEZNES . ZNERIAECEFHRCHNAITIENIRIZ. A THEFZENNZEIER, HTEFRESNEST IRE. RAEERNZRITIE M
BEWRE? ITA? B9, ZIBESFEH AT ? 9 !

Traditional:

BHEA BRR
ERMEERE MBS RIE
SR B RE2 -

RERZAHERMEREEZNES . PSRRECKENXHERTENRE. BT MESEMNSEER, RIFTEMREZNES R E. REERMSRFIEMEE
FEEaz? BTE? B9, BEBS B ELFE? S |
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Reporting

Scoring Criteria

Category
Row A 0 points 1 point 2 points 3 points
Message = Does not respond to the prompt, = Responds to the email but = Responds to the email, providing = Responds to the email, providing
Development is completely irrelevant, oris a does not provide either of the at least one piece of requested both pieces of requested
(0-3 points) restatement of the prompt. requested pieces of information. information within the context of information within the context of

Typical responses that do not earn
points:
= Are so brief that no relevant
information can be conveyed, or
are in a language other than the
target language.

= Provides minimal to no details
and/or examples.

the task.

= Provides some details and/or
examples.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1
point:
= Minimally respond to the
requests in the prompt.
= Respond to the email but do not
address the requests.

= Include mostly irrelevant
information.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

Typical responses that earn 2
points:

= Directly or indirectly respond to
at least one of the requests in the
email.

= Respond to all requests from the
email but include no details
and/or examples.

= Respond to only one of the
requests with some details
and/or examples.

the task.

= Provides relevant details and/or
examples.

Typical responses that earn 3
points:
= Clearly and directly respond
to both requests in the email,
providing relevant details and/or
examples.

Scoring Guidelines | 120
Return to Table of Contents
© 2026 College Board



Reporting

Scoring Criteria

Category
RowB 0 points 1 point 2 points
Organization = Lacks an organization or coherence that = Demonstrates some connection of ideas, but = Demonstrates an organizational structure with
(0-2 points) significantly impedes comprehension. progression of information might not always a logical progression of ideas and information

Typical responses that do not earn points:

= Are so brief that no relevant information can be
conveyed, or are in a language other than the
target language.

= Present information randomly, which renders
the email difficult to follow.

Additional Notes:

be logical or structured.

= Includes some cohesive devices, but the use
is limited or inappropriate for the context.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
= Contain parts that are easy to follow and parts
that are difficult to follow.
= Show some organizational structure but may
lack a greeting and closing.

= Use a limited set of cohesive devices
repeatedly or omit cohesive devices entirely.

that enhances the comprehensibility of the
email.

= Effectively uses a variety of cohesive devices.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
= Are easy to follow throughout.
= Include a greeting and closing.

= Use cohesive devices to enhance the flow of
the email.

= Cohesive devices are not limited to specific words or phrases but encompass a variety of strategies, such as the use of relative pronouns, pronoun
references, conjunctions, transitions, and any other elements that promote the organization and connection of ideas.

= An email that demonstrates limited language control but remains comprehensible and demonstrates organization can earn points in this row.
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Reporting

Scoring Criteria

Category
Row C 0 points 1 point 2 points 3 points
Language = Contains errors or limitations = Uses a limited set of vocabulary = Uses arange of vocabulary, = Uses a wide variety of
Control in grammar and vocabulary that precludes coverage of the occasionally including words or vocabulary, including words or
(0-3 points) that significantly impede topic of the email. culturally relevant expressions culturally relevant expressions

comprehension.

Typical responses that do not earn
points:
= Are incomprehensible or near
incomprehensible due to
limitations in grammar and word
choice.

= Mostly contain contentin a
language other than the target
language.

= Demonstrates control of a
limited set of basic grammatical
structures.

= Uses inappropriate register
throughout.

= Contains errors that impede
comprehensibility.

appropriate to the topic of the
email.

= Demonstrates control of a range
of basic grammatical structures.

= Qccasionally uses inappropriate
register and/or shifts between
registers.

= Contains errors that occasionally
impede comprehensibility.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1
point:
= Use strings of simple or
fragmented sentences and
phrases.

= Use mostly high-frequency
vocabulary.

= Contain errors related to
grammar, word choice, or
written language conventions
(e.g., punctuation, orthography)
that frequently prevent

comprehension of the response.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

Typical responses that earn 2
points:

= Use simple sentences and a few
compound sentences.

= Use vocabulary that is
sometimes imprecise or does
not fully convey ideas.

= Contain errors related to
grammar, word choice, or
written language conventions
(e.g., punctuation, orthography)
that occasionally prevent
comprehension of the response.

appropriate to the topic of the
email.

Demonstrates control of
a variety of grammatical
structures.

Consistently uses appropriate
register.

Does not contain errors that
impede comprehensibility.

Typical responses that earn 3
points:

Use a variety of simple and
compound sentences.

Use a variety of vocabulary,
sometimes even idioms, to fully
convey ideas.

Do not contain errors related to
grammar, word choice, or written
language conventions (e.g.,
punctuation, orthography) that
prevent comprehension of the
response.

Scoring Guidelines | 122
Return to Table of Contents
© 2026 College Board



AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Appendix



%n

13C

)

~~,



é CollegeBoard AP

Project Manual






s Project at a Glance

Project Overview

The AP World Language and Culture course project provides students with the opportunity to
engage with course content in a meaningful way, develop critical thinking strategies through
inquiry-based learning, and apply language skills for a purpose. During the AP Exam year, students
will research, create, and deliver a presentation in the target language on a provided cultural topic
in relation to a target region or community of their choice. The project prompt and source materials
packet, which will be distributed via AP Digital Portfolio, will encompass a general description of the
project and 6-8 source materials (audio, charts, text, etc.). An example project prompt in the target
language, along with reflection questions and source materials, will be available on AP Classroom.
See the end of this project manual for a class materials index of project materials and resources
and where to locate them.

On exam day, students will deliver an oral Project Presentation that features their research

on the topic, and in a follow-up Project Q&A, they will discuss their findings and incorporate

cultural perspectives. The three project components (see the following table) allow students to
demonstrate their understanding of the target region’s or community’s cultural products, practices,
and perspectives within the context of the task.

Project Components

. Scoring ..
Task Deliver Description
y Method P
1. Initial Written In class Teacher’s choice* N/A A description of initial interest
Reflection (instructional only) and viewpoint on the topic that

addresses the four reflection
questions and cites at least
three sources from the source

materials packet.

2. Project Presentation

Personalized In class Teacher’s choice* N/A An outline to use as a reference
Project Reference (for use on exam during the exam-day
day only) presentation.

Practice In class Teacher’s choice* N/A A practice presentation based
Presentation (instructional only) = on research of the topic.
Project Exam day College Board 11 points A 3-minute spoken presentation
Presentation scored on a topic related to the prompt,
Free-Response addressing at least three
Question factors.

3. Project Q&A Exam day College Board 9 points A recorded question-and-
Free-Response scored answer session with four
Question questions relating to

the presentation and research.

* Teachers can decide if and how they will score these components, as they are not scored by College Board. Teacher scores

would only contribute to course grades and not to AP Exam scores.
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Project Scoring

On exam day, students will demonstrate their presentational and interpersonal speaking skills by
completing two free-response questions (Project Presentation and Project Q&A) on the AP Exam.
These two free-response questions, like the rest of the free-response section on the AP Exam, will
be scored by AP Readers using the scoring guidelines published in this manual.

The total course project score (20 total points) will contribute to 35% of students’ overall AP score.

Exam-Day Validation

As part of the free-response section of the exam, students will deliver a prepared spoken 3-minute
Project Presentation with the support of their Personalized Project Reference. Directly following
their presentation, students will take part in the Project Q&A, a series of four questions about the
project topic and their research. Students will not receive the Project Q&A questions in advance.

Project Deadline

Students must submit their completed Personalized Project Reference via AP Digital Portfolio
(digitalportfolio.collegeboard.org) by April 30.

Project Timing

The course project for the AP World Language and Culture courses requires 15 class periods, each
approximately 45 minutes (or the equivalent depending on class schedules). The project prompt
and source materials packet will be delivered via AP Digital Portfolio by the January preceding the
exam. Teachers are encouraged to start preparing students for the required tasks and scaffolding
the skills at the start of the academic year. There are suggested teaching strategies for building
course project skills in the Teacher Talk sections of the course and exam description.

This manual provides guidance on how teachers can utilize the 15 class periods starting in

January. The project sequence and suggested activities are optional and do not have to be taught
consecutively. Regardless of the approach, teachers should ensure their syllabus includes sufficient
time for all students to complete their Personalized Project Reference in AP Digital Portfolio prior to
the April 30 submission deadline and prepare for the exam-day tasks.

Project Plan

Phase Duration Key Focus Student Goals
Phase 1: Explore 5 class periods Initial Written * Investigate the project prompt, background
and Understand Reflection knowledge and skills, and source materials

* Explore possible target regions or communities

to study

* Complete the Initial Written Reflection that
connects the source materials, background
knowledge, and early perspectives on the

prompt
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Phase Duration Key Focus Student Goals

Phase 2: Investigate 4 class periods Research * Create a research action plan to map out the
and Apply investigation process
* Enact a research plan that targets obtaining
reliable information related to specific selected
factors
* Finalize selection of a target region or
community to study
* Further develop cultural understanding of
products, practices, and perspectives as they
relate to the project prompt

Phase 3: Create and = 3 class periods Project * Review and develop best practices for planning,
Evaluate Presentation organizing, and delivering an effective
presentation

* Develop an oral presentation based on the
project prompt and research findings

* Engage in a self-, peer-, or teacher-reviewed
practice presentation

* Make adjustments to refine the presentation
content and delivery based on feedback

Phase 4: Reflect 3 class periods Project Q&A * Learn to anticipate questions based on research
and Grow in preparation for the Project Q&A task
* Practice answers that demonstrate cultural
understanding

* Use a variety of linguistic resources to
communicate research findings

Foundational Skills

The course project is designed to develop and assess students’ competency with the following
course skills. The course and exam description provides suggestions for consistently integrating
instruction on and practice with these skills. Teachers may opt to follow the suggested progression
of course skills provided in the course and exam description or take a different approach. In either
case, students will benefit from instruction on and practice with each of these skills before they
begin this project.

EEY Recognize explicit meaning.

KX Interpret meaning.

EEa Synthesize and infer meaning.

EXY Use language that aligns with the communicative purpose and context.

EX:1 Make communication comprehensible for the intended audience.

EXd Share ideas, information, and opinions about familiar and researched topics.
EX Apply organizational and rhetorical strategies.

EXX Make connections within and across cultures.
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Teacher’s Role During Project Development

The following table outlines the type, timing, method, and frequency of student support. This
guidance helps students balance using the project as a tool for learning transfer and growth with
maintaining academic integrity as they independently explore, pace, and manage their work.

Supporting Students During the Project Process

DO DO NOT
* Make students aware of the timeline, assessment * Assign, provide, distribute, or generate topics or
task components, format, and scoring criteria research questions for students
* Hold work-in-progress meetings with students to * Develop, write, or directly revise project work on
answer questions, monitor, discuss, and provide students’ behalf

guidance that allows students to pace themselves
and make progress

* Ensure students have sufficient exposure to a * Assign a target region or community, or allow an
wide range of geographical regions or cultural entire class to focus on the same target region or
communities for them to consider researching community

* Provide students with helpful guidelines * Directly copyedit or revise work for students

for reviewing each other’s work and offer
opportunities for them to practice giving feedback

* Direct students to the areas of the scoring
guidelines where their work may need

improvement
* Use questioning techniques to help students focus * Conduct research or provide specific sources,
their research articles, or evidence for students (beyond the
source materials packet)
* Allow students to discuss the topic or project * Permit or enable any form of academic dishonesty
components and related themes in small groups (e.g., copying sources directly without citations,
incorporating a classmate’s content, using
generative Al in a way that violates AP Guidance)
* Encourage discourse between students in the * Allow students to work in languages other than
target language the target language
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Project Scoring Guidelines

Question 1: Project Presentation

11 Points

Erenidli] Scoring Criteria
Category
Row A 0 points 1 point 2 points
Task = Does not address the prompt, is completely = Partially addresses the prompt by either: = Addresses the prompt, providing an
Execution irrelevant, or is a restatement of the prompt. = discussing three or more factors with minimal explanation of three or more factors with
(0-2 points) or no relevant details relevant details.

Typical responses that do not earn points:

= Are so brief that no relevant information can be
conveyed, or are in a language other than the
target language.

= Do not include factors or only list factors
without explanation.

= Plagiarize all content or make evident that

it was largely created through electronic
translation methods or generative Al.

OR

= providing an explanation of one to two factors
with relevant details

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1 point:

= Might list factors but only explain one or two of
them with details.

= Mainly rely on personal anecdotes or general
knowledge.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:

= Include detailed explanations, including
examples and/or specific information for at
least three factors.

= Contain relevant details that are drawn from
well-researched information within the context
of the task.
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Reporting

Scoring Criteria

Category
Row B 0 points 1 point 2 points
Cultural = Provides little to no relevant examples or = Provides relevant examples that discuss = Provides relevant and specific examples that
Understanding description of the target culture's products, cultural products, practices, and/or demonstrate understanding of a relationship
(0-2 points) practices, and/or perspectives within the perspectives within the context of the task. between cultural perspectives AND cultural

context of the task.

Typical responses that do not earn points:

= Are so brief that no relevant information can be
conveyed, or are in a language other than the
target language.

= Provide cultural information that is irrelevant to
the task or obviously erroneous.

= Plagiarize all content or make evident that
it was largely created through electronic
translation methods or generative Al.

Examples might lack specificity and/or fail
to explain a relationship between cultural
perspectives AND cultural products and/or
practices.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1 point:

= List or describe—without explanation or
depth—cultural products, practices, and/or
perspectives.

= Demonstrate understanding of cultural

products or practices but not their relationship

to cultural values, beliefs, or attitudes.

products and/or practices.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
= Explain how specific cultural products or
practices exemplify cultural values, beliefs, or
attitudes.

Additional Notes: The following definitions clarify how students should consider cultural products, practices, and perspectives within the context of the task:
= Cultural products are tangible and intangible artifacts of a culture, such as clothing, tools, food, monuments, artwork, and stories.
= Cultural practices are patterns of social behaviors and interactions of a culture, such as how people greet each other, socialize, or celebrate holidays.
= Cultural perspectives are underlying cultural values, beliefs, and attitudes that inform a culture’s products and practices.
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Reporting
Category

Scoring Criteria

Row C
Organization
(0-2 points)

0 points

= Lacks an organization or coherence that
significantly impedes comprehension.

Typical responses that do not earn points:
= Are so brief that no relevant information can be
conveyed, or are in a language other than the
target language.
= Present information randomly, which renders
the presentation difficult to follow.
= Plagiarize all content or make evident that

it was largely created through electronic
translation methods or generative Al.

Additional Notes:

1 point

= Demonstrates some connection of ideas, but
progression of information might not always
be logical or structured.

= Includes some cohesive devices, but the use
is limited or inappropriate for the context.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1 point:

= Contain parts that are easy to follow and parts
that are difficult to follow.

= Show some organizational structure but may
lack an introduction and/or conclusion.

= Use a limited set of cohesive devices
repeatedly or omit cohesive devices entirely.

2 points

= Demonstrates an organizational structure with
a logical progression of ideas and information
that enhances the comprehensibility of the
presentation.

= Effectively uses a variety of cohesive devices.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
= Are easy to follow throughout.
= |nclude an introduction and conclusion.

= Use cohesive devices naturally to enhance
the flow of the presentation.

= A presentation that demonstrates limited language control but remains comprehensible and demonstrates organization can earn points in this row.

= Cohesive devices are not limited to specific words or phrases but encompass a variety of strategies, such as the use of relative pronouns, pronoun
references, conjunctions, transitions, and any other elements that promote verbal organization and connection of ideas.
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Reporting

Scoring Criteria

Category
Row D 0 points 1 point 2 points 3 points
Language = Contains errors or limitations = Uses a limited set of vocabulary = Uses arange of vocabulary, = Uses a wide variety of
Control in grammar and vocabulary that precludes coverage of the occasionally including words or vocabulary, including words or
(0-3 points) that significantly impede topic of the presentation. culturally relevant expressions culturally relevant expressions

comprehension.

Typical responses that do not earn
points:

= Are incomprehensible or near
incomprehensible due to

significant limitations in grammar

and word choice.

= Are limited to single words,
utterances, or phrases that do
not convey meaning.

= Areinalanguage other than the
target language.

= Plagiarize all content or make
evident that it was largely
created through electronic
translation methods or
generative Al.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual

= Demonstrates control of a
limited set of basic grammatical
structures.

= Contains errors thatimpede
comprehensibility.

appropriate to the topic of the
presentation.

Demonstrates control of a range
of basic grammatical structures.

Contains errors that occasionally
impede comprehensibility.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1
point:

= Repeatedly use simple or
memorized phrases and high-
frequency vocabulary.

= Rely on English when lacking
vocabulary.

= Do not improve
comprehensibility when
attempting to clarify or correct
information.

Typical responses that earn 2
points:

Use simple sentences and a few
compound sentences.

Use adequate vocabulary
but word choice might limit
expression of ideas.

Sometimes improve
comprehensibility when
attempting to clarify or correct
information.

appropriate to the topic of the
presentation.

= Demonstrates control of
a variety of grammatical
structures.

= Does not contain errors that
impede comprehensibility.

Typical responses that earn 3
points:

= Use a variety of simple and
compound sentences.

= Use a variety of vocabulary,
sometimes even idioms, to fully
convey ideas.

= |mprove comprehensibility when
attempting to clarify or correct
information.
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Reporting

Scoring Criteria

Category
Row E 0 points 1 point 2 points
Delivery = Contains errors in pronunciation and/or = Uses arate of speech and intonation patterns = Uses arate of speech and intonation patterns
(0-2 points) intonation that significantly impede that are somewhat effective for engaging an that are effective for engaging an audience.

intelligibility, and uses an inappropriate rate
of speech.

Typical responses that do not earn points:
= Use monotone speech throughout the
presentation and sound as if being read or
recited from memory.

= Require significant listener effort.
= Use arate of speech that is uneven
throughout.

= Use frequent repetition, filler words (e.g., umm,
uh), and/or utterances that interrupt fluency of
speech, obscuring comprehensibility.

= Are generally unable to sustain speech to
complete the task, or are in a language other
than the target language.

= Plagiarize all content or make evident that
it was largely created through electronic
translation methods or generative Al.

Additional Notes:

audience.

= Uses speech that is hesitant, monotone, or
disconnected at times.

= Uses generally clear pronunciation.

= Contains errors that occasionally impede
comprehensibility.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
= QOccasionally require effort from the
listener due to speaker hesitancy, unclear
pronunciation, or ineffective intonation.

= Use arate of speech that might be uneven at
times.

= Use repetition, filler words (e.g., umm, uh), and/
or false starts that at times interrupt fluidity of
speech and obscure comprehensibility.

= Are generally able to sustain speech to
complete the task.

Uses speech that is smooth and confident
with little hesitation.

Uses clear pronunciation.

Does not contain errors that impede
comprehensibility.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:

Do not require listener effort.

Use a rate of speech that is even and
controlled throughout.

Are generally well paced and contain minimal
pauses, filler words (e.g., umm, uh), and/or
utterances that do not interrupt fluency of
speech.

Frequently use effective intonation to

engage the audience and contribute to
comprehension.

= Students might not start speaking immediately and might finish before the allotted time runs out. Students who do not use the entire time to speak but still
satisfy the scoring criteria are eligible to receive the maximum number of points in this category.
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Question 2: Project Q&A

9 points

el Scoring Criteria
Category
Row A 0 points 1 point 2 points
Task = Minimally addresses the prompts, is = Maintains the exchange with a series of = Maintains the exchange with a series of
Execution completely irrelevant, or is a restatement of responses that partially address the prompts; responses that address the prompts; minor
(0-2 points) the prompts. some responses are incomplete or irrelevant. inconsistencies with the prompts may be

Typical responses that do not earn points:
= Are so brief that no relevant information can be
conveyed, or are in a language other than the
target language.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
= Include an appropriate response to one or
two of the questions in the exchange, but the
other responses are incomplete, irrelevant,
and/or demonstrate misunderstandings of the
prompts.

= Might have some responses that do not
address the prompts.

present.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
= Respond appropriately, providing the
requested information for at least three of the
prompts within the exchange.
= Might demonstrate minor misunderstandings
of the prompts.
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Reporting

Scoring Criteria

Category
Row B 0 points 1 point 2 points
Cultural ] In all of the responses in the exchange: In at least one question response in the exchange, In at least one question response in the
Understa.ndmg « Provides little or no description of the within the context of the task: exchange, within the context of the task:
(0-2 points) target culture's products, practices, and/or = Provides a cultural comparison.

perspectives.

Typical responses that do not earn points:

= Are so brief that no relevant information can be
conveyed, or are in a language other than the

target language.

= Provide cultural information that is irrelevant to

the task or obviously erroneous.

= Describes the target culture’s products,
practices, and/or perspectives.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
= List or describe—without explanation or
depth—cultural products, practices, and/or
perspectives.

OR

= Reflects on the relationship between cultural

perspectives AND cultural products and/or
practices.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:
= Compare — Describe similarities or

differences between the target culture's
products, practices, and/or perspectives
and students' own or those of another
community, using details and examples.

OR
Reflect — Explain, using details and examples,

the relationship between cultural perspectives
and cultural products and/or practices.

Additional Notes: The following definitions clarify how students should consider cultural products, practices, and perspectives within the context of the task:

= Cultural products are tangible and intangible artifacts of a culture, such as clothing, tools, food, monuments, artwork, and stories.

= Cultural practices are patterns of social behaviors and interactions of a culture, such as how people greet each other, socialize, or celebrate holidays.

= Cultural perspectives are underlying cultural values, beliefs, and attitudes that inform a culture’s products and practices.
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Reporting
Category

Scoring Criteria

Row C

Language
Control

(0-3 points)

0 points

= Contains errors or limitations in
grammar and vocabulary that
greatly impede comprehension.

Typical responses that do not earn
points:

= Are incomprehensible or very
difficult to understand due to

significant limitations in grammar

and word choice.

= Are limited to single words,
utterances, or phrases that do
not convey meaning.

= Arein alanguage other than the
target language.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual

1 point

= Uses a limited set of vocabulary,
which precludes maintenance of
the exchange.

= Demonstrates control of a
limited set of basic grammatical
structures.

= Contains errors that impede
comprehensibility.

2 points

Uses a range of vocabulary,
occasionally including words or
culturally relevant expressions
appropriate to the exchange.

Demonstrates control of a range
of basic grammatical structures.

Contains errors that occasionally
impede comprehensibility.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1
point:

= Repeatedly use simple or
memorized phrases and high-
frequency vocabulary.

= Rely on English when lacking
vocabulary.

= Do notimprove
comprehensibility when
attempting to clarify or self-
correct.

Typical responses that earn 2
points:

Use simple sentences and a few
compound sentences.

Use adequate vocabulary
but word choice might limit
expression of ideas.

Sometimes improve
comprehensibility when
attempting to clarify or correct
information.

3 points

= Uses a wide variety of
vocabulary, including words or
culturally relevant expressions
appropriate to the exchange.

= Demonstrates control of
a variety of grammatical
structures.

= Does not contain errors that
impede comprehensibility.

Typical responses that earn 3
points:

= Use a variety of simple and
compound sentences.

= Use a variety of vocabulary,
sometimes even idioms, to fully
convey ideas.

= |mprove comprehensibility when
attempting to clarify or correct
information.

= Use effective communicative
strategies, such as
circumlocution and
paraphrasing.
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Reporting

Scoring Criteria

Category
Row D 0 points 1 point 2 points
Fluency = Contains errors in pronunciation and/or = Uses arate of speech and intonation patterns = Uses a rate of speech and intonation
(0-2 points) intonation that significantly impede that are somewhat effective for interpersonal patterns that are effective for interpersonal

intelligibility. Lacks fluidity when responding.

Typical responses that do not earn points:
= Require significant listener effort.
= Use frequent repetition, filler words (e.g., umm,

uh), and/or false starts that interrupt fluency of
speech, obscuring comprehensibility.

= Are generally unable to sustain speech to
complete the task, or are in a language other
than the target language.

Additional Notes:

communication; speech is disconnected at
times.
= Uses generally clear pronunciation.

= Contains errors that occasionally impede
comprehensibility.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn 1 point:
= QOccasionally require effort from the
listener due to speaker hesitancy, unclear
pronunciation, or ineffective intonation.

= Use repetition, filler words (e.g., umm, uh), and/
or false starts that at times interrupt fluidity of
speech and obscure comprehensibility.

= Are generally able to sustain speech to
complete the task.

communication; speech is fluid and automatic.

= Uses clear pronunciation.

= Does not contain errors that impede
comprehensibility.

Typical responses that earn 2 points:

= Do not require listener effort.

= Use fluid speech throughout, although there
may be some natural pauses, filler words (e.g.,
umm, uh), and/or false starts.

= Frequently use effective intonation to
engage the interlocuter and contribute to
comprehension.

= Students might not start speaking immediately and might finish before the allotted time runs out. Students who do not use the entire time to speak but still
satisfy the scoring criteria are eligible to receive the maximum number of points in this category.
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Project Sequence

Phase 1: Explore and Understand

In Phase 1 of the course project, students activate background knowledge related to the project
prompt and choose a target community or region on which they will focus their research. Students
explore the specific project prompt instructions and source materials packet. They use their
understanding of the source materials and personal perspectives to develop initial considerations
on the project prompt to write an Initial Written Reflection.

Driving Question

To address the project prompt meaningfully, what foundational knowledge, key
considerations, and cultural understandings do students need, and how can that
information help them make predictions about diverse cultural products, practices, and
perspectives?

Duration

@ Five 45-minute class periods

Introduction and Overview

The overarching objective of Phase 1 is for students to explore the provided source materials
and consider their background knowledge so they can address the questions in the Initial Written
Reflection prompt. To do this, students must:

= Activate background knowledge about the project prompt
= Review and analyze content found in the source materials packet
= Explore target communities or regions on which they may focus their research

= Connect content from the sources with personal perspectives and initial considerations

Setup and Framing

In Phase 1, students apply interpretive skills to analyze and compare sources, clarify their
understanding of the topic, and start thinking about target cultural communities or regions for
their project. Students’ analysis of the sources, exploration of a target community or region, and
personal introspection through the Initial Written Reflection lay the foundation for deeper research
and findings in Phase 2, the Project Presentation preparation and practice in Phase 3, and the

final reflection during the Project Q&A in Phase 4. They use their understanding of the relationship
between cultural products, practices, and perspectives as a paradigm to target a deeper cultural
understanding—a key long-term goal of their project—revealing the beliefs, perceptions, attitudes,
and values tied to visible features of the target community or region.
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Class Materials

Phase 1 will utilize the following materials:

= Project prompt (AP Digital Portfolio)

= Source materials packet (AP Digital Portfolio)

= Source Material Graphic Organizer (AP Classroom)

= Initial Written Reflection Teacher Guidelines (AP Classroom)

= |nitial Written Reflection Feedback Form (AP Classroom)

Daily Outline
Day 1

Students review the project topic and generate background information.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:
= Activate background knowledge related to the project topic
= Draw on previously learned concepts, including the 3Ps

= Answer anticipatory questions to drive their inquiry

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: K EX3 EXY
WX 15.1]1.85]2c.1[2C3[3.A1]

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

= Introduce students to the project prompt, including the task components and general
instructions. To help them activate prior knowledge about the prompt, engage studentsin a
brainstorming exercise followed by a whole-class discussion using the context of the project.

Questions could include:

= In your own words, what do you think cultural products, practices, and perspectives are?

What examples can you think of from your own community?

= What regions or communities in the target culture would be interesting to explore? What

regions or communities do you want to know more about?
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Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

= |If necessary, reintroduce students to the 3Ps—products, practices, and perspectives. It may be
helpful to use the following definitions from the scoring guidelines:

Cultural products are tangible and intangible artifacts of a culture, such as clothing, tools,
food, monuments, artwork, and stories

= Cultural practices are patterns of social behaviors and interactions of a culture, such as how

people greet each other, socialize, or celebrate holidays

Cultural perspectives are underlying cultural values, beliefs, and attitudes that inform a
culture's products and practices

= Show students a cultural product they have already learned about and lead a discussion about
how that product relates to different practices and reflects cultural perspectives.

= Repeat the process with a cultural practice and a cultural perspective.

Guided Instruction (15 minutes)

= Provide students with a series of anticipatory questions about the project. These questions
could include:

What do you already know about the project topic? What information will you need to seek
out to answer the prompt?

What themes or units might the prompt relate to? What sources have you already read or
listened to that might be useful in thinking about the prompt?

Does the project topic connect with a particular region or cultural community you already
know about?

What vocabulary or phrases from the prompt are familiar or unfamiliar?

What challenges might you encounter while investigating this topic? How might you
overcome them?

= Have students work alone or in pairs to answer the anticipatory questions.

Check for Understanding (10 minutes)

TEACHING TIP

To scaffold this
concept, prioritize 2-3
questions for students
to answer before
bringing together
small groups or the
whole class to discuss.
If time permits, ask
them to complete any
remaining questions.

= Engage students in a whole-class discussion about their answers to the anticipatory questions.
Note where students’ answers align and where they do not.

= (Optional) Collect students' answers and comment on their initial ideas before returning them

to students to use on day 2.
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Day 2

Students explore content found in the provided source materials packet.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= Explore their answers to the anticipatory questions with classmates

= Review the source materials packet and start synthesizing information in preparation of a
gallery walk

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: LY K3 EX9 EX9 EX:) EXY
o™ 1.a1]1.a2]1.81]1.ca]1c2ical2ci]ac2]2p1]aA1

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

= Have students review the concepts from their anticipatory questions with their classmates.
Ask students to form an inner and outer circle facing one another. Then have them take turns
sharing with the student opposite them. Rotate the outer circle, allowing students to complete
the exchange with additional partners.

Guided Instruction (30 minutes)

= Guide students in beginning to explore the sources in the provided source materials packet and
preparing for a gallery walk on day 3. Provide them with 1-2 sources and the Source Material
Graphic Organizer. Ask students to read or listen to the source(s) they were assigned, while
annotating and/or taking notes on the graphic organizer.

= Provide students with poster paper. Have them begin creating a poster that summarizes
the information in their sources and any connections to cultural products, practices, and
perspectives they found. This activity is designed to be completed on day 3.

Check for Understanding (5 minutes)

= Ask students to write 3-5 sentences about how the information they learned in one of the
sources can deepen an answer they asked in their anticipatory questions.
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TEACHING TIP
Students are not
expected to share a
polished analysis of
the source materials
but rather a working
sense of what the
sources offer. To guide
students’ thinking,
provide guiding
questions, such as:

*= What is the main
idea of the source?

= What supporting
details are important
in understanding the
source?

= What product,
practice, or
perspective is
most evident in the
source?
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Day 3

Students think critically and introspectively, synthesizing the information in the source materials.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= Explore target regions or communities to consider researching

= Demonstrate an understanding of the source materials within the context of the project prompt

Skills and Learning Objectives
G| 1.8]1.c]2.C]2.D]3.A]
W2 1.8.1] 1.c.1[1.c.3[2c.1] 2.c:2] 2.1 2.D.2[ 3.81[3.3]

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

= Ask students to individually list as many geographic regions and cultural communities in the
target language that they can think of for 3 minutes.

= Have students trade lists with a partner and cross out any duplicates. For the regions or
communities that remain, students can share any information they know about them with
each other.

= (Optional) This can be made into a friendly competition to see which pairs came up with the
longest list of regions and communities and which pair has the most prior knowledge about
those they listed.

= Distribute a list of several geographic regions and cultural communities associated with the
target language for students to consider using in their investigation, noting that their choice
of region or community of focus will influence how they apply information from the source

materials packet and, eventually, their additional research. Ut L IO

Gallery walks can be
time consuming to

Guided Instruction (30 minutes)
prepare. To address

= Regroup students based on their primary source(s) from day 2. Have them finish their poster, this challenge, prepare
summarizing the key information from the source and making connections to cultural products, templates for students
practices, and perspectives. to use to reduce time

spent organizing, or
put a time limit on how
long students have to
prepare.

= Once students complete their posters and hang them around the room, have them engage in a
gallery walk. While visiting their classmates’ posters, students can take notes using the Source
Material Graphic Organizer, making observations about how the sources connect to the project
prompt.
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Check for Understanding (5 minutes)

= Have students reflect on one connection they made between the sources and cultural
products, practices, and perspectives. This can be in discussion with classmates or in writing.

Day 4

Students understand the essential components and related skills for a strong Initial Written Reflection.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= Demonstrate understanding of the reflective writing process in which they will narrate initial
considerations about the project prompt through the lens of the four provided questions

= Make connections between the project prompt and their personal knowledge, experiences,
and perspectives

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: K EE9 EX9 EXY
Mo 183 1.8.4]1.c]2ca]2c.5]3.a1]5.a2]5.43]

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

= Share with students a definition of reflective writing such as the following: Reflective writing
is the process of connecting course content with new learning. It involves examining your
thoughts, skills, and attitudes and helps you understand yourself as a learner so you can make
more informed decisions about how you learn.

= Ask students to brainstorm in writing three ways a written reflection will be helpful at this stage
of their course project. Then have them share and compare with a peer.

Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

= Share out the instructions for the Initial Written Reflection. As a whole group, discuss the
purpose of the reflection, including connecting students’ experiences, prior knowledge, and
perspectives to the project prompt and source materials. Discuss what this reflection is meant
to be and what it is not.

TEACHING TIP
Before class, review
the Initial Written
Reflection Teacher
Guidelines to prepare

Guided Instruction (20 minutes) instructions on this

= Post the four Initial Written Reflection questions on the board or poster paper. Have students task for students.
engage in a think-pair-share activity in which they consider how they might answer them in the
context of the project work they have engaged in thus far.

= Have students share their ideas with the class. Record them on the board or poster paper.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual Appendix | 145

Return to Table of Contents
© 2026 College Board



Check for Understanding (5 minutes)

= Ask students to share how they can prepare for writing their Initial Written Reflection in the next
day'’s class. Students can review:

= Anticipatory questions (day 1)
= Source materials packet (day 2)
= Source Material Graphic Organizer (days 2 and 3)

= |nstructions for the Initial Written Reflection and Initial Written Reflection Feedback Form

Day 5

Students complete the Initial Written Reflection.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will;

= Complete the Initial Written Reflection task using their analysis of the source materials packet

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: EZY EX9 X EXY
o™ 2.n.1]2.82]2.c.1[2c2]2.c.4]2.1]20.2]3.8.1]5.82]3.4.3

Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

= Brainstorm vocabulary and linguistic resources that students can use as a reference while they
make connections and paraphrase information in the written sources.

Guided Instruction (40 minutes)

= Guide students as they begin writing the Initial Written Reflection. Consider using one of the
following approaches:

Option 1: Teacher Supported

= Guide students as they begin work on their Initial Written Reflections by compiling the
information acquired in Phase 1 through their answers to the anticipatory questions, the
source materials packet, and the Source Material Graphic Organizer.

= Support students, checking in individually, as they prepare, write, and finish their Initial
Written Reflection in class using the guidelines and related checklist as they write.
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While the Initial
Written Reflection

is not submitted as
part of the AP Exam
score, it could be
scored as part of a
course grade with
feedback provided to
students. If choosing
to use the reflection
task as a summative
assessment, provide
students with the
information and
instructions upfront so
they can appropriately
prepare.
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Option 2: Summative Assessment

= Provide students with the specific instructions and prompt for the Initial Written
Reflection. As they write, allow them to access their answers to the anticipatory questions,
the source materials packet, and Source Material Graphic Organizer as resources for their
work in completing the reflection by the end of the class period. Do not provide support or
guidance to students.

Check for Understanding

= Collect students’ completed written reflections. Provide feedback using the Initial Written
Reflection Feedback Form before returning them to students to use on day 6.

Phase 2: Investigate and Apply

In Phase 2, students determine the target region or community on which to focus their project.
They conduct and apply research in response to the project prompt.

Driving Question

How can students plan and conduct an investigation using both the provided source
materials and outside research to apply their knowledge of cultural products, practices,
and perspectives toward a deeper understanding of their findings?

Duration

@ Four 45-minute class periods

Introduction and Overview

The overarching objective of Phase 2 is for students to investigate and compile information of
significant relevance to the project topic and begin to internalize that information in support of both
the Project Presentation and Project Q&A free-response questions. To do this, students must:

= Create aresearch action plan to determine what resources they will need, how and where they
will find those resources, and a practical timeline to execute their investigation

= |dentify important information from various sources that relate to the project topic
= Paraphrase, synthesize, and communicate their findings

= Become well versed in the content they have researched

Setup and Framing

During Phase 2, students create and enact a plan for collecting research in support of the project
topic. They analyze different types of authentic sources, narrowing down information that aligns with
their project and makes the project meaningful to them. They engage in a variety of communicative
activities to summarize and share this information. Students expand on their initial exploration

and personal reflection from Phase 1 to more focused research based on a specific target region
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If possible, have
students type their
reflections to practice
the skills needed for
typing in the target
language on the

AP Exam. It may be
necessary to book
computer labs or
reserve laptops.
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or community in Phase 2. They deepen their understanding of cultural products, practices, and
perspectives, and apply it to their findings. Students begin to edit and internalize their research in
support of creating their Project Presentation in Phase 3 and preparing for a Project Q&A in Phase 4.

Supporting Student Research

]0) DO NOT
* Suggest strategies and possible resources * Conduct research or provide sources, articles, or
students might use in their research evidence for students beyond what is provided by
College Board
* Provide feedback that helps students strengthen * Supply students with interpretations of the
their analysis of cultural products, practices, and sources or rewrite their analysis

perspectives with supporting evidence

* Support students in reflecting on and expressing * Draw conclusions or make connections on behalf
the main ideas and details from their research of students

* Provide structures and guidelines for self-checks, * Allow students to complete required project tasks
peer review, and reflection together

* Encourage students to consult dictionaries or
other word-reference tools rather than automated
translations of full sources

Class Materials

Phase 2 will utilize the following materials:
= Completed Initial Written Reflection Feedback Form (from Day 5)
= Research Action Plan Template (AP Classroom)
= Source materials packet (AP Digital Portfolio)

= Source Material Graphic Organizer (AP Classroom)

Daily Outline
Day 6

Students reflect on how the provided sources can be used to support their investigation and
consider how they may develop their research action plan.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives
Students will:
= |dentify factors on which to focus their research

= Create a research action plan
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Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: X3 X
LOs: EX:X1 EX*1 EX:X1

Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

= Ask students to discuss with a partner what region or community they plan to research and
why. If time permits, ask students to share their thoughts with the class.

Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

= Inform the class that during this phase they will begin researching information specific to the
project topic and their target region or community of choice. The source materials packet
provides a model of the types of sources students may want to seek out. Students can also
draw on information directly from the packet for their research and presentation.

= Lead the whole class in a brainstorming session to consider the factors upon which they might
base their project research and what additional information might be necessary to progress
and deepen their understanding of the region or the topic. Consider asking questions such as:

= Where might you go to find this information?
= What search engines or sources are available in the target language?

= What resources might be helpful to find the information you have identified as important?

= As part of this discussion, share important information about how to evaluate the credibility
and relevance of sources on the internet. Additionally, remind students to follow the guidelines
related to use of artificial intelligence (Al) tools (see the Al Guidance).

Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

= Once students have narrowed their project focus, they should review their Initial Written
Reflection Feedback Form and fill out the Research Action Plan Template. This step allows
students to take agency over the investigation process. It also emphasizes the self-directed
nature of the project and reinforces the metacognitive skills needed to plan, monitor, and
complete their research. Students' research action plans should focus on the investigation step,
and their timeline should culminate with a teacher-provided deadline at the end of Phase 2.

TEACHING TIP
Remind students
that they should

conduct their research
= Review the Research Action Plan Template with students, emphasizing the use of SMART goals  exclusively in the

(goals that are specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time bound) to address the target language and
components of the plan: use authentic sources,
including but not
limited to the source
materials packet.

= Required factors/focus of the presentation

= Questions that will be addressed through their findings

* Information needed to address those questions Reinforce strategies

= Possible sources for additional information and resources to

= Atimeline for completing their investigations support interpretive
skills.

= Strategies to save and organize their findings
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= With the class, examine what a SMART goal looks like in the context of a cultural investigation:
specific (what | need to find out), measurable (a number of sources | need to find), achievable (a
reasonable amount of information), relevant (a clear connection to the project topic), and time
bound (a schedule of what needs to happen and when). These goals should be clearly tied to
the project prompt, selected factors, and cultural products, practices, and perspectives found
in the target-language-speaking world.

Guided Instruction (20 minutes)

= Support students in their decision making as they complete their research action plan. Ensure
that students select three required factors for the Project Presentation, including at least one
factor related to a cultural perspective. Guide students in identifying questions to address
through their research that will allow them to explain the factors in their presentation. Help
students avoid common mistakes, such as selecting sources that are too general or broad in
nature or creating an unrealistic timeline.

= |If time permits, provide students with the rest of class to enact their plans. They should work
individually.

Check for Understanding

= (Optional) Collect students’ research action plan and provide feedback.

Day 7

Students conduct research according to their research action plan.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= Conduct research according to their research action plan

= Annotate and organize their findings logically

Skills and Learning Objectives
CINIEH1.A11.B]1.C]2.C]2.D]3.A]
W™ 1.a1]1.a2]1.81]1.cal1c2]ics]2ci]ac2]2c5]20.]3..1

Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

= Ask students to share their research action plan and potential progress with a partner orin
small groups. Check if students have any questions, reemphasize what SMART goals look like,
and remind them that their research needs to be in the target language.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual

TEACHING TIP
Students may conduct
research in a variety of
ways, including using
print materials or
accessing reputable
electronic sources.
Consider reserving
space for research in
the school's library
media center or
booking a computer
lab or laptop cart if
students do not have
access to their own
devices.
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Guided Instruction (35 minutes) TEACHING TIP

= Give students the majority of this class period to enact their research plans. Have them work Provide students
individually, continuing their research, documenting it appropriately, and refining their notes with clean copies of
and information so it is organized, accessible, and understandable. Encourage students to use the Source Material

the Source Material Graphic Organizer. Graphic Organizer to
focus their notetaking

as they conduct their
independent research.

= Support students in their individual research by asking questions about the sources or source
information, helping them identify any progress on their research action plan, and/or reviewing
organizational techniques to document their findings. Remind students to stay focused on the
required factors for the presentation and identify the most essential questions that will allow
them to explain their chosen factors.

Check for Understanding (5 minutes)

= Check in with students on their research. Consider posing questions such as:

= Has any new information provoked changes to your original plan or inspired additional
questions to explore? If so, how will you integrate any new information into your research
action plan?

= Have you been able to find the answers to your questions?

= Are the resources you found reliable?

= Do you have the vocabulary to document and paraphrase your findings?
= |s there someone you could contact for additional firsthand information?

= Have you met the indicators of success in your research action plan? If not, how might you
adjust the plan?

Day 8

Students continue their research following the steps outlined in their research action plan.
Students apply their understanding of cultural products and practices and make connections with
perspectives of the target region or community in relation to the project prompt.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= Consider cultural products, practices, or perspectives below the surface level in the target
region or community of focus

= Find key information in support of their project topic as outlined in their research action plan

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: X9 EX XY
e 2.c.1]2.c.2[2.c.3]2c.4]2.c.5]20.1]20.2[3.8.1]3.4.3]
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Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

= Ask students to identify a cultural product or practice they have encountered in their research

. . TEACHING TIP
and what cultural perspective this could represent. If students are
= Have students share out their ideas, and ask the class to consider alternative perspectives. struggling with the
3Ps, review the
Guided Instruction (30 minutes) paradigm of cultural

products, practices,
and perspectives
asameanstoa
deeper cultural
understanding.

= Encourage students to start making connections across the content found in their research
thus far. Highlight the importance of enriching their analysis of each source by considering its
use in their presentation and in connection with the community or region of their choice. Ask
students to begin considering:

= How will you combine and refer to the information you have gathered to meet communicative
goals and inform an audience about the topic?

= How can you integrate these sources into your presentation in an organized and engaging
way?

= Have students continue to work individually in class on their specific research focus. Students
should keep researching and find opportunities to elaborate on cultural perspectives related to
cultural products or practices they have discovered.

Check for Understanding (10 minutes)

= Continue checking in with students to monitor their progress on their research action plan.

Day 9

Students summarize, share, and apply key research findings of their investigation within the context
of the project prompt and conclude the research stage of the project.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= Engage in written and spoken interpersonal communication within the context of the project
= Apply linguistic, content, and cultural knowledge to communicate research findings

= Conclude the investigation process

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: LY EX:1 EXE X
WP 2.a1]2.82]283[28.4]28.1]28.2]28.3]28.4]28.5]2.c.1]2.c.2]2.1] 2.2
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Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

= Have students review the SMART goals from their research action plans. Ask if they were able
to achieve their goals. Further questions could include:

= |s there additional information you need to research?

= Are there any unresolved aspects of your plan you need in order to complete the research
step before beginning work on your presentation?

= How might you adjust your research action plan to account for any missing information?

Guided Instruction (15 minutes)

= Have students formulate five questions they can ask a partner about their project. At least
one question should elicit specific information about the cultural analysis of their findings
(products, practices, and perspectives).

= Students can switch partners and take turns participating in short conversations using their
questions. Challenge students to come up with one or two follow-up questions based on what
they hear. They can continue switching to share their information with a series of partners.

Direct Instruction (15 minutes)

TEACHING TIP
= Ask students to draft an email to someone whose work they encountered in their research. Speak with students
This may include a source who was interviewed, the writer of an article they read, a leader at a about appropriate
cultural institution they researched, etc. In their email, students should: levels of formality for

contacting a person
who is not familiar
= Provide a brief explanation of their own connection or interest in the topic to them. Discuss

= Clearly introduce themselves and explain the purpose of the email

= Share information they found relevant or interesting with them how to
maintain a respectful
and appropriate
Check for Understanding (5 minutes) interaction with the

= Ask at least one question related to the event, institution, or cultural practice

- L . . recipient.
= Finish checking in with students on the progress of their research action plan.

Phase 3: Create and Evaluate

Phase 3 focuses on the Project Presentation. Students synthesize the information from their
research and compile the content into an organized presentation. They demonstrate understanding
of an effective presentation and the Project Presentation scoring guidelines through a practice
presentation. Students use feedback to reflect, revise, and refine their presentation content and
delivery, completing the Personalized Project Reference.

Driving Question

How can students effectively synthesize research and use feedback to create a clear,
organized, engaging, and polished presentation?
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Duration

@ Three 45-minute class periods

Introduction and Overview

The overarching objective of Phase 3 is for students to synthesize and organize their research
findings to create and deliver an effective oral presentation on exam day. To do this, students must:

Make connections among their research sources to support their presentation topic

Organize their findings into a cohesive presentation intended to inform an audience

Integrate evidence of cultural understanding (products, practices, and perspectives) into their

presentation content

Identify and practice presentational skills

Use objective feedback and other resources to refine and improve their presentation

Setup and Framing

During Phase 3, students compile, synthesize, and organize their research findings to develop and
deliver their presentation. They use the Personalized Project Reference Template to help prepare

a presentation that integrates their understanding of the relationship between cultural products,
practices, and perspectives as a paradigm to target a deeper cultural understanding. They practice
their presentation, use the Practice Presentation Feedback Form to self- or peer evaluate or to
receive teacher feedback, and then edit their presentation accordingly.

Supporting Project Tasks — Project Presentation

DO

Guide students in organizing ideas clearly,
referencing the Project Presentation scoring
guidelines

Support students in distilling their Personalized
Project Reference into concise key words and
phrases

* Draw students’ attention to errors

* Model effective delivery skills, such as pacing,

tone, and clarity

* Allow students to use the Personalized Project

Reference Template to prepare, practice, and
present their presentation

* Provide structures and guidelines for peer review

and reflection

* Encourage students to highlight strengths and

suggest improvements using language from the
Project Presentation scoring guidelines

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual

DO NOT

* Organize or structure the presentation on behalf of

students

Provide specific wording, phrasing, or examples
in the Personalized Project Reference

Correct students’ errors for them

Direct students in delivery style or expression

Allow students to read verbatim from their notes
when they present

Encourage students to engage in rote
memorization of their Project Presentation word
for word

Allow students to revise each other’s
presentations

Permit peers to revise someone else’s presentation
or provide specific wording to use
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Class Materials

Phase 3 will utilize the following materials:

= Completed research action plan from day 6

= Personalized Project Reference Template (AP Classroom)
= Project Presentation scoring guidelines (in this manual)

= Practice Presentation Feedback Form (AP Classroom)

= (Optional) Recording device or app

Daily Outline
Day 10

Students review the elements of an effective presentation and use the Personalized Project
Reference Template to organize their research into a presentation format, preparing for in-class
practice.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= |dentify the key components of an effective presentation

= Organize their research into a presentation format

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: LY EX3 E
WM 2.a1]2.82[2.83]2.n4]2.c.1]2c.3]2.c.4] 2.c.5]2.0.1]

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

= Have students brainstorm and discuss the elements of a good presentation as a whole class,

with a partner, or in small groups.

= As students share their ideas, list them on the board. From this list, select 8-10 items, and ask

students to rank them in order of importance, explaining why they ranked each element as
they did.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual
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Guided Instruction (30 minutes)

= Pass out the Personalized Project Reference Template, which is a draft version of the template
they will complete and have access to on exam day to support their presentation.

= Ask students to consider the purpose, message, and target audience of their presentation and
decide on an organizational scheme or basic outline for their presentation content. Questions
for students to consider include:

= How will you introduce your topic and factors to your audience?
= What content is most important? In what order will it be delivered?

= How will you distill your research into shorthand notes in the Personalized Project Reference
that will be most useful on exam day?

= Have students begin organizing their presentation by filling out the Personalized Project
Reference Template. Remind students of the word/character limits they need to adhere to and
provide guided support as students prioritize which key words best represent their content.

Check for Understanding (5 minutes)

= Have students trade their template with another student, and ask them to see how much they
can understand about their partner's presentation based only on the key words included.

Day 11

Students review essential components of an effective presentation as well as linguistic resources
needed to deliver a presentation in the target language. Students begin to practice their
presentations.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= Review linguistic resources, such as vocabulary, cohesive devices, comprehensibility, and
grammatical structures as well as pacing, intonation, and pronunciation for presentational
speaking

= Practice their presentation and self-evaluate

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: P X EX9 X EXY
Re¥2.a.1[2.a.2]2.03]2.8.4]2.8.2]2.8.3]2.8.4]2.c.1[2.c2] 2.c.3[2.c.a[2.c.5]20.1] 2.0.2[3.4.1]3.A3]

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual

TEACHING TIP
Leverage the use

of audio sources in
the target language
to simultaneously
prepare for the Project
Presentation task
and the AP Exam as

a whole. For example,
presenting students
with audio or video
sources about

giving presentations
also allows them to
practice the listening
skills needed for

the Instructional
Guidance task type in
the multiple-choice
section.
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Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

= To help students review and reactivate vocabulary, grammatical structures, and cohesive
devices to support an effective presentation, list linguistic resources on the board, such as:

Vocabulary, including:

= Words and phrases that are specific to the project prompt

= Words and phrases commonly used in a formal presentation

= Words and phrases to introduce or conclude

= Words and phrases for sequencing or ranking

= Words and phrases for transitioning from one idea or topic to another

= Words and phrases for referencing a source
Grammatical structures, including:

= Structures to express opinions or feelings

= Structures to explain factual statements

= Structures to make recommendations

= Structures to describe a process (e.g., the research process)

= Give students 5 minutes to come up with a list of words, phrases, or grammatical structures
they might use in a presentation. Then, spend the remaining time having them share their ideas
with their classmates, either through a whole-class discussion or in small groups.

Direct Instruction (15 minutes)

= Provide students with the Project Presentation scoring guidelines and the Practice
Presentation Feedback Form. Support students in making connections between the feedback
form, the scoring guidelines, and their Personalized Project Reference Template. Point out
essential components, such as:

Explaining at least three factors with relevant details

Providing specific examples that show the relationship between cultural perspectives and
cultural products and practices

Organizing the presentation logically and including words and phrases that naturally enhance
the flow of the presentation

Using culturally relevant expressions and a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures

Delivering the presentation clearly and confidently, with appropriate pacing, intonation, and
pronunciation

Guided Instruction (20 minutes)

= Ask students to individually practice their presentation, using a recording device if desired.
Ensure that students are aware that they have 3 minutes to present.

= After completing their presentation, have students evaluate themselves using the Practice
Presentation Feedback Form.
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= Using their own feedback, students should then adjust the information that they include on the
Personalized Project Reference Template. Sticking to the word/character limit, students may
swap out key words for others that help them stay organized.

= After adjusting their templates, students may revise their presentation to determine if their
adjustments were effective.

Check for Understanding

= (Optional) Collect students’ Personalized Project Reference Templates and offer generalized
feedback.

Day 12

Students practice and self-evaluate or give peer feedback on their presentation.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= Practice their presentation and self-evaluate or receive feedback

= Update and submit their Personalized Project Reference on AP Digital Portfolio

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: XY X3 EX9 EX] EXY
o™ 2.0.1]2.02]2.03]2.8.4]282]283]28.4] 2.c.1]2.c.[2.c.3[2.c.a[2.c.5[2D1]20.2[5.8.1]3.43

Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

= Ask students to share ideas for how they will prepare themselves to confidently deliver their
presentation on exam day.

Guided Instruction (30 minutes)

= Have students deliver their practice presentation in pairs, groups, or for the full class
depending on class size and schedule. While presenting, peers and/or the teacher can provide
feedback using the Practice Presentation Feedback Form.

= After each presentation finishes, ask or have classmates ask one or two follow-up questions
based on the presentation in preparation for Phase 4, during which students will start
practicing for the Project Q&A task.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual

TEACHING TIP

To record

their practice
presentations,
students can use their
personal electronic
devices, a school
issued device, or a
digital voice recorder.
If students do not
have school-issued
devices, consider
checking out devices
or booking a computer
lab.
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Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

= Provide students with the opportunity to review teacher or peer feedback.

= Based on the feedback, have students make final adjustments to their Personalized Project
Reference Template and transfer their finalized draft to the Personalized Project Reference
fields in AP Digital Portfolio. They may make changes until April 30.

Check for Understanding

= Students can continue practicing and refining their presentation.

Phase 4: Reflect and Grow

Phase 4 focuses on the Project Q&A task. Students predict and develop potential follow-up
questions related to the Project Presentation, anticipate answers based on research, use language
functions to express information from the presentation for a purpose (e.g., explaining, persuading,
expressing opinions, recommending). Students reflect on both their knowledge and the learning
process. They also demonstrate critical thinking skills, introspection, and metacognition through
the process of reflection.

Driving Question

How can students integrate insights from their research and presentation to engage
thoughtfully in the follow-up Project Q&A task?

Duration

@ Three 45-minute class periods

Introduction and Overview

The overarching objective of Phase 4 is for students to anticipate, frame, and practice the Project
Q&A task. For this exam-day task, students will respond to a series of four questions by a simulated,
prerecorded interlocutor about their Project Presentation and research. To do this, students must:

= Understand the framing of the Project Q&A task, including who the interlocutor is likely to be,
what kinds of questions may be asked, and how long they will have to answer

= Produce and practice answers that show understanding of cultural products, practices, and
perspectives from their research

= Elaborate and reflect on their research and learning experience

Setup and Framing

During Phase 4, students employ a variety of interpersonal skills to demonstrate the cultural
understanding they gained from their research, practice presentation, and interactions with peers.
They compare the target region or community with their own cultural background while answering
questions. They harness their initial considerations from Phase 1, their deeper research from Phase 2,
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and their metacognition and practice presentation from Phase 3 to arrive at conclusions and final
reflections in Phase 4. This phase allows students to retrospectively view their learning process and
consider where they have landed within the context of the project.

Supporting Project Tasks - Project Q&A

]0) DO NOT
* Ask follow-up questions after practice * Repeat identical follow-up questions or limit
presentations that align with the Project Q&A practice to a fixed list students can memorize

language functions

* Encourage students to anticipate contexts and * Predict exact questions or dictate the responses
questions that connect to the project prompt students should prepare
and/or their presentation

* Provide opportunities for students to practice * Evaluate responses by telling students what they
question responses, reflect on their responses, should have said
and identify areas for improvement

Class Materials

Phase 4 will utilize the following materials:

= Project Q&A scoring guidelines (in this manual)
= Anticipatory Project Q&A Organizer (AP Classroom)

= Practice Q&A Feedback Form (AP Classroom)

Daily Outline
Day 13

Students review the Project Q&A task, the Project Q&A scoring guidelines, and the various question
types so they can create their own questions and brainstorm potential contexts relevant to the task.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= Review the elements of a strong Q&A response

= Anticipate Project Q&A questions by developing and answering practice questions
collaboratively

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: EZY EX3 EX9 EXY
WM 2.a1]2.82[2.83]2.84]28.1[28.2] 28:3] 28.4]2.c.1[2c.2[2.c.3]2.c.a]3.a.1] 3.8.2] 3.03
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Activities
Warm-Up (15 minutes)

Guide students in a role-play activity that mirrors the Project Q&A experience where an
interlocutor has a specific purpose for asking a series of questions. Assign each student an
interlocutor role. Possible roles include a variety of personas such as reporter, influencer, college
professor, friend, potential employer, college admissions officer, scholarship interviewer, high
school alumni, college roommate, officer from the international office, school newspaper reporter,
parent, or relative. Choose a variety of roles that require both formal and informal registers.

Then, within the context of their role, ask students to create a brief introduction of their role and
why they are asking the questions.

Have students ask a partner three general questions about their project, including questions
about their research, preferences, and cultural elements. Students can add additional follow-up
questions based on the content of their partners' responses.

Debrief from the warm-up activity by discussing register, tone, and formality.

Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

Have students review the elements of a strong Q&A series of responses using the Project Q&A
scoring guidelines. Point out essential components such as:

= Responding appropriately to each question, addressing the prompts with relevant and
complete information

= Making a cultural comparison or reflecting on the relationship between cultural perspectives
and cultural products and practices in at least one response

= Using culturally relevant expressions and a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures

= Speaking with clear pronunciation and maintaining a natural pace and intonation
Lead the class in a discussion to anticipate Project Q&A questions. Possible prompts include:

= Who might you be speaking to in the Project Q&A on exam day?
= What type of information will they want to know about the content of your presentation?

= What type of information will they want to know about the process of developing your
presentation?

= What cultural products, practices, and/or perspectives might they ask you about?

Guided Instruction (20 minutes)

Ask students to write four original questions that they can ask other students using the
Anticipatory Project Q&A Organizer.

Place students into groups of four. Have them practice asking and answering the questions to
each person in the group. By the end of the activity, each student should have asked a question
to three different students and answered three different questions.

Check for Understanding

(Optional) Have students submit the Anticipatory Project Q&A Organizer for feedback.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual

TEACHING TIP

If time permits, have
students work with
several different
partners during this
role-play to provide
multiple opportunities
for practice.

TEACHING TIP
Review with students
the types of language
functions that Project
Q&A questions might
elicit. These include
but are not limited to
express preferences,
express opinions,
provide advice,
provide information,
explain opinions,
explain emotions, and
compare or reflect

on cultural products,
practices, and
perspectives.

TEACHING TIP
Emphasize to
students that they
can and should take
notes as they listen
to the questions and
begin to generate a
thoughtful response.
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Day 14

Students expand their cultural understanding and practice interpersonal communication skills.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= Engage in interpersonal speaking practice

= Deepen cultural understanding related to their research and presentation

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: EZY EX EX3 EXY

(Hef-42.A.1]2.A.2]2.A.3]2.A4] 2.8.1]2B.2] 2.8.3] 2.8.4]2B.5] 2.c.1]2.C.2] 2.c3]2.C.4]3.A.1]3.A.2] 3.A.3]

Activities
Warm-Up (10 minutes)

= Use this warm-up activity to review and deepen students’' understanding of cultural

perspective(s)—the underlying values, beliefs, and attitudes that inform a culture’s products

and practices. Ask students what perspective(s) of the target region or community their
presentation addresses and how this is the same as or different from their own cultural

background, experiences, or observations. Have them complete a 3-minute quickwrite about

these similarities and differences.

= Ask students to discuss their quickwrites in pairs or small groups.

Guided Instruction (35 minutes)

= To sharpen students' ability to anticipate the types of questions that might follow a

presentation, ask them to revisit the questions they wrote on day 13. Place students in groups
of four (different groups from day 13) to compare their lists of four questions. Have them
discuss what information each question is asking for and consider how questions are similar or
different from each other. Students should practice asking and answering the questions they
created.

Have student groups shift into a more informal interpersonal discussion. Give a few prompts
they can use to spark discussion, such as:

= What is one thing you have learned through your project?

= What is something that changed for you during or after completing your research?

= What was the biggest challenge or surprise you encountered?
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Day 15

Students participate in peer presentation, feedback, evaluation, and review.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= Practice interpersonal speaking in small groups

= Conduct a project debrief/reflection

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: EZY EX EX3 EXY
We¥M2.a.1]2.02]2.3]2.04] 28.1]28:2] 283[2.8.4[2.c.1[2c.2[2c.3]2.c.a]3.8.1]3.0.2]3.4.3

Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

= Have students review their list of four questions from day 14 and consider how they would
answer them.

Direct Instruction (20 minutes)

= Create a listening activity to help students practice a Q&A by prerecording four questions,
using the students’ questions. This activity should be in the format of the exam, where students
hear each question twice and have 40 seconds to respond. Encourage students to write down
key words, facts they want to include in their answers, etc., while listening to the questions.
Consider having them record their answers to the questions, which they can later use for a
Project Q&A self-evaluation using the Practice Q&A Feedback Form.

TEACHING TIP

Prior to class,

curate the students’
questions from day
14, and put them into
a format similar to

= Ask students to reflect and share strategies related to this task and how their written notes the Project Q&A free-
helped them generate their responses. Discuss tips for intonation and pacing and/or how their response question,
notes could be revised to produce a more culturally relevant answer. while correcting errors

and organizing them
according to register,
communities, or any
other logical way.

= Lead the class through a debrief and discussion, asking them to consider and reflect on the
trajectory of their project and learning process. Ask them to consider how their research and
learning has impacted or changed their initial perspectives on the topic. Have students reread
their Initial Written Reflection and consider:

= What would you add to the reflection?
= What initial thoughts about the topic did you confirm?

= What changed about your perception of the topic?
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Guided Instruction (15 minutes)

= Pose questions to students for further introspection. These could be addressed in a discussion
or in writing. Some questions to consider include:
= What was the most interesting aspect of your research?

= How did your research and preparation for your presentation increase your understanding of
the language and/or culture of the target region or community?

= How did this experience compare to other research projects you have done?

= What would you do differently if you had to do this type of project again and why?
Check for Understanding (5 minutes)
= |everage the student answers completed during the warm-up activity to reinforce clarity of

expression, variety, and language functions. Isolate students' misconceptions and common
errors and note areas that could be addressed for the entire class.

Review Day — Approaching Exam Day

Consider the logistics, scheduling, student readiness, and other crucial factors as exam day
approaches. Students would likely benefit from the opportunity to revisit and practice the Project
Presentation and Project Q&A tasks in preparation for exam day.

Duration

@ One 45-minute class period

Student Objectives

Students will:

= Prepare for their exam-day validation

Skills and Learning Objectives
Skills: LY X3 EXd EX] EXY
We™2.0.1]2.0.2]2.0.3[2.04[28.1]28.2]2.83]28.4] 2.c.1]2.c.3[2.c.a[20.1]202]3.4.1] 3.a.2] 3.0.3]

Activities
Warm-Up (5 minutes)

= Pair students to share strategies for how they will speak clearly and confidently on exam day.
Direct Instruction (10 minutes)

= Review with the class topic-specific and presentational and interpersonal vocabulary for
both the Project Presentation and Project Q&A tasks. Discuss the qualities of a successful
presentation.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual

TEACHING TIP
Remind students

to pay attention to
the cultural aspects
of the question in
their responses;
demonstrating cultural
understanding is a
scored component
of this task on the AP
Exam.
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= Distribute the Practice Presentation Feedback Form and the Practice Q&A Feedback Form.
Show students how the feedback forms correspond to the scoring guidelines and explain how
they should be used during the guided instruction activity.

Guided Instruction (30 minutes)

= Place students in pairs or small groups. Have them review their research notes and
Personalized Project Reference before practicing their Project Presentation with their
partners or groups. Classmates can provide final peer feedback using the Practice
Presentation Feedback Form.

= After each presentation, have students ask the presenter Q&A questions. To mimic the
exam day experience, students can repeat each question twice and allow 40 seconds for
the presenter to respond. Classmates can provide peer feedback using the Practice Q&A
Feedback Form.

Check for Understanding

= Encourage students to continue practicing for the Project Presentation and Project Q&A prior
to exam day.

= Remind students that they have until April 30 to enter and/or make changes to the Personalized
Project Reference in AP Digital Portfolio.

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual

TEACHING TIP

For the Project Q&A
component, have
students use their
questions from the
Anticipatory Project
Q&A Organizer, or
prepare several
questions ahead of
time and place them
on the board for
students to ask.
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Class Materials Index

Resource

Location

Audience

Project
Phase

Description

Project Prompt

Source Materials
Packet

Initial Written
Reflection Teacher
Guidelines

Initial Written
Reflection Feedback
Form

Source Material
Graphic Organizer

Research Action Plan
Template

Personalized Project
Reference Template

Project Presentation
Scoring Guidelines

AP Digital Portfolio

AP Digital Portfolio

AP Classroom

AP Classroom

AP Classroom

AP Classroom

AP Classroom

Project Manual

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual

Student-facing

Student-facing

Teacher-
facing

Teacher- or
student-facing

Student-facing

Student-facing

Student-facing

Teacher- and
student-facing

Released annually, a guiding Phase 1
description of the project’s

purpose, focus, and required

elements that shape what

students’ research and Project

Presentation should explore.

Released annually with the Phase 1
project prompt, a collection

of 6-8 texts, visuals, and

audio sources that provide

background information and
perspectives to help students

understand the topic and

generate ideas for research.

Guidance for teachers when Phase 1
assigning students the Initial

Written Reflection.

Guidance for evaluators, Phase 1
whether self, peer, or teacher,
in critically reviewing an

Initial Written Reflection.

Phase 1,
Phase 2

A structure for documenting
key information from each of
the College Board provided
source materials from the
source materials packet. It
can also be used later in the
process as students conduct
more targeted research in
Phase 2.

A structure for an actionable
research plan to conduct,
document, and synthesize the
research portion of the project.

Phase 2,
Phase 3

A structure for students to Phase 3
document the main ideas
and key details of their

presentations.

The official rubric used by Phase 3
AP Readers to evaluate the

exam day Project Presentation,

outlining the specific criteria

that determine a student’s

score.
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Resource

Practice Presentation
Feedback Form

Personalized Project
Reference (PPR)

Project Q&A Scoring
Guidelines

Anticipatory Project
Q&A Organizer

Practice Q&A
Feedback Form

Location

AP Classroom

AP Digital Portfolio

Project Manual

AP Classroom

AP Classroom

AP Chinese Language and Culture Project Manual

Audience

Teacher- or
student-facing

Student-facing

Teacher- and
student-facing

Student-facing

Teacher- or
student-facing

Project

Description Phase
Guidance for evaluators, Phase 3
whether self, peer, or teacher,
in providing feedback about a
practice Project Presentation.

A word- or character-limited Phase 3,
outline students use on Phase 4

exam day, to be completed

and submitted by April 30
annually.

The official rubric used by AP Phase 4
Readers to evaluate the exam

day Project Q&A, outlining the

specific criteria that determine

a student’s score.

A structure to help students Phase 4
prepare for the Project Q&A

by anticipating possible
questions and responses.

Guidance for evaluators,

Phase 4

whether self, peer, or teacher,
in providing feedback about a

practice Project Q&A.
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